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SCHLUSS 





E. P. H. James, NBC 


James said that it took 60 years 


receiving sets. 





Radio's Rapid Growth 


sales promotion 
arithmetic the core of a talk he delivered before a group of Harvard 
Business School graduates at the New York Harvard Club last week. 
He had been invited by Theodore Streibert, WOR gen. mgr. and a 
director of the Mutual Network, to the weekly forum, 


ing homes and 57 years to account for 22,800,000 electricity-wired 
homes, but it took radio only 17 years to show 26,000,000 homes with 
He also pointed out that the film industry had but 
10,000,000 theatre seats to cater to as of Jan, 1, 1938. 
that altogether there were 37,000,000 radio sets, with 5,000,000 of them 
in autos and another 6,000,000 representing homes with extra receivers. 


mgr., made comparative 


to reach 12,500,000 telephone own- 


James added 


SHOW BIZ 


Annual subscription, $6 Single copies, 15 cents 
under the act of March 3%, 1879. 


PRICE 


15 ¢ 








ECHO 





cE BUDAPEST Aa 
PRODUCTION HEIR 


Hungarians, Outside Hitler’s 
Football Field, Believe | 
That They Will Benefit | Sunday morning swing session. 
in Screen-Stage-Cog-|| Pastor of Friendship Baptist 























Gospel Jam Session 





Philadelphia, March 15. 
Negro church here airing a 











Gov t-Backed Road Circuit Seen As 


. 
Best Plan for a National Theatre oa or the Sabah 
| : RIPLEY'S R WAY! First spot he invaded last Sunday 
Budapest, March 15. | was Andy’s Place where the Sun- 


Fort Worth, March 15. 


Plea for organizing the road as 
the best way of salvaging a national 
theatre from the Federal Theatre 
Project was expressed here Friday 
(11) by Burns Mantle, drama critic 
of the N. Y. Daily News, in a talk 
before the local woman’s club. 

According to Mantle, those who 
wish to see a national theatre should 
stop thinking of it in terms of the- 
atre buildings and stock company 
units and start thinking of it serious- 
ly in terms of a national theatre 
circuit. He claimed the road must 
be restored if the theatre is to pros- 
per. It can be restored, he ex- 
plained, only by the establishment 
of a circuit of paying theatres. Gov- 
ernment can do more for the the- 
atre, for unemployment in the the- 
atre, for the improvement of the 
drama and the encouragement of 
dramatists by helping in the restora- 
tion of the road than by any other 
way, Mantle stated. 

His plan, as outlined to the meet- 
ing, calls for the following: 

(1) Organization of casts and the 
production of plays to remain open 
to general competition, stimulated 
by the guarantee of a circuit over 
which they can be routed. Circuit 
of national theatre units. 

(2) Underwriting of the costs of 
transportation of selected and ac- 
cepted plays by the Federal WPA 


(Continued on page 50) 


BROADWAY AGENTS’ 
PARK AVENUE ‘ROUTE’ 


A couple of Broadway private 
function bookers have tied them- 
selves up with society columnists on 
the New York dailies for leads. Sys- 
tem evolved calls for scribblers to 
supply lists of names and approxi- 








mate dates of planned functions of | 


prospects. Info is anywhere from one 


month to three in advance of gath- | 
debuts, | 


ering and covers weddings, 
Junior League shindigs, showers, 
bachelor dinners, etc., where talent 
may be used al fresco, or a small 
show arranged. 

Bookers thus get the beat on the 
competition including addresses and 
telephone numbers, latter frequently 
a secret, and background 
of family requirements, etc. 





/ 





EXCELSIOR! 


Cal. Woman’s Club Will Pay Actors 
In Fund Drive 





Hollywood, March 13. 

Bakersfield (Calif.) Woman’s Club 
is one Coast fund-raising organiza- 
tion that believes actors are entitled 
to pay for their services, even at 
charity benefits. Instead of ha- 
mering the studios into line to sup- 
ply free entertainment for its show 
March 24 at the Bakersfield Fox the- 


noscenti Activity ven | Church is a modernist who be- 
| 


. a lieves he can snare jitterbugs 
while, in New York, the || with honey, etc. 


Emphasis le Away from | Instead of an organ, devo- 


a ‘ tional music is provided by hot 
Viennese Motifs piano, steel guitar and a sax. 


Also a vocalist who gives out 
a la Louis Armstrong. 














AFFECTS WIDELY 


Historic political events 
past few days has local showmen 
|'excited over the strong likelihood 
that the cultural, theatrical and film 
production activities of mid-Europe 
may be centred here. As Austro- 
German anschluss is realized, the re- 
Strictions against a free artistic rein 
in Vienna, similar to the Nazis’ 
‘Aryan’ restrictions in Germany, 
must indicate a greater show busi- 
ness scope in the magyar capital. Deal on for freakster Robert L. 

Prague, as the only other alterna- Ripley to take over Warners Holly- 
tive for the Teutonic film and stage| wood theatre, Broadway at Slst 


of the 


ODDITORIUM T0 
BEAT FAIR 





atre, gals contacted a Hollywood 
booking agency, and posted $3,500 to 
be laid on the line for talent. 

As a result, George Jessel will top 
the bill, along with his moppet 
protege, Judy Starr. Other acts 
include Gene Austin, with Candy 
and Coco, Polly Moran and Al Nor- 
iman, the Four Collegians and Lew 
| Frohman’s band. 


FAKE HORROR 
‘SHOWMANSHIP 
AT AIRPORT 


Oklahoma City, March 15, 
These aeroplane companies evi- 














material | 


dently have peculiar notions of 
‘showmanship.’ Airport officials an- 
nounced an_é 87-year-old woman 
would take her first plane ride. Stunt 


| was elaborately staged with the old | 


|lady in Victorian attire duly in- 
stalled. Then the pilot got out of 
the plane, fooled 
propellor, the motor 
the airplane sailed off seemingly 
without a pilot and with the old 
lady aboard, 

After various alarming gyrations 
in the air the plane tilted on one 
side and the fiture of the old lady 
fell out and hit the ground with a 
|sickening thud. Men and women 
were screaming and averting their 
gaze by this. time. Ambulances 
dashed up. 

It was all a hoax. No old lady 
at all; a dummy was thrown out. 


started and 


| political football between Hitler and 


artists and artisans, isn’t as likely | street, New York, some time this 
due to the fact that the Czechoslov-| summer to present an indoors Be- 


akin situation looms a6 the ext! 1 vs.t.0r-Net Gééitertum. Rxbib- 
the other European powers. Buda- its, gimmick peddling concessions, 
pest, in an independent cultural and ete., would be on other floor of the 
linguistic setting, is therefore more theatre building. 
likely. Contract is reported to be for a 
Besides, right now it is known that term of years with options, starting 
despite the recent Czech trade | around Aug. 1. Ripley wants to get 
treaties with the United States, |i ahead of the forthcoming World's 
chiefly affecting shoes and kindred | Fair of 1939 and then cash in on 
industries, the film business is stil] | CT0W4S during the Fair period. Un- 
subject to a special parley between | %¢rstood Warner getting 10% of the 
Prague and Washington, D. C. Hun- 
gary has no such headaches, and | @™nually. 
already one of the gayer capitals of| Likely that Ripley will use the 
Europe, even exceeding Paris in re-| second floor of the building as well 
cent years, Budapest looms much | as the theatre on a sideshow setup. 
more favorably as a | Radio station WMCA moves into two 





gross against a minimum of $39,000 | 


potential | 
‘Hollywood of Europe.” 


upper floors (including Friars Club 


Pastor, Himself an Accordionist, Wars 
Against Swinging It on 


the Sabbath 


Buffalo, March 15. 


Tavern operators around Buffalo 


are beginning to get the jitters over 


the crusade now being carried on 


by an accordion-playing preacher, 
Latter is Dr. George.W. Cooke, pas- 
tor of Trinity Methodist 
Church, who makes the round of 
these spots on Sunday. After trying 
to sit in on a jam session with the 
presiding combination, the clergy- 
man steps into the spotlight to ex- 
hort the patrons to lay off swing 
for the Sabbath and put the day 


Episcopal 





|day afternoon jam craze. started. 
With his accordion slung over his 
shoulder he stepped up to the plat- 
form to sit in with the four-piece 
combination when somebody asked 
him to produce his union card. He 
had none; so he wasn’t permitted to 
jam, The sermon followed. 


He told the 200 patrons to remem- 
| ber the impending Easter season and 
that Sunday was not for engaging 
in ‘immoral contortions’ and ‘listen- 
ing to degrading music in hell holes.’ 
| At the next spot, the Arms Tavern, 
jhe sang a hymn and said that he 
wasn’t there to spoil their good time 
| but to warn them that what they 
were doing lead straight on ‘the path 
of hell.’ 
By the time he got to the Silver 
‘Grill the management had been 
| tipped off. The preacher was talked 
,out of his song and sermon, but he 
warned he would be back next week. 

Tavern keepers are afraM™ that 
public opinion may get behind the 
cleric who has been threatening to 
appeal to the mayor and the police 
|commissioner to end the Sunday 
| jitterbug session. 


‘FRIDAY’S NOW NO. 1 


56 PAGES 


around with the | 


Aside from the fact that Hungary | Penthouse) of the same building | WEEKDAY SHOW NIGHT 


has fewer restrictions and imposts | 5©™me time next month. Also possible | 
than Czechoslovakia, picture people | that ry the a broadcast may | 
consider surroundings more suited. |°%'Sinate fron the theatre as a bally- | “er SS ‘oht j » theater 
Fact that it is a cultural center and| oo although he gets cuffo space ——— weeny — 7 rpg — 
has been developing film-making fa- from National Broadcasting Co, today is Friday. That applies to pic- 





iliti , Se. ture houses as well as all other 

cilities in recent years is en | theatres. This is a shift from the old 
| factor envi oF ; = 

Wednesday or Thursday peak, as ex- 

It is possible that recently-com- (Outdoor Showmen hibitors long have known it. Ticket 


pleted or nearly finished features. 
turned out at Vienna, will be round- 
ed out here, recaptioned and dubbed 
over so they can be released as Hun- 


agencies for legit houses claim Fri- 
day now runs Saturday a close race 
in demand for ducats. Some theatres 
scale prices as on Saturday. 


Foresee Epidemic Of 
‘7 Dwarfs’ Sideshows 


| garian-made pictures. Several pro- Trade organization check revealed 
ducers have already arrived in Buda- that Friday night has been tops for 
pest from the Austrian storm cente! What outdoorers think will be a week days for some time, but many 
and are considering this method as fad by summer is the use of Snow. exhibs have been slow in recoariz- 
|a means of removing any po ble Whi ind Seven Dwarfs characters’ ing it. Shift away from Wednesday- 
Nazi stigma from their product, (McCoy midgets and dwarfs) in car- | Thursday has been in progress for 
es nies, circuses, ete., forerunner being the last eight or 10 year but de- 
Removal of Austria as an indepen-! Fred La Reine’s tieup with a trick cidedly noticeable in the last five 
dent market and placing it under, starting in June, years. 
full Nazi domination over the week- La Reine has effected a tieun with Reason is entwined with the sene 
end was considered by foreign de-| RKO whereby he can reproduce the eral tendency to install lee 
partments in N. Y. as another blow | mas] et of the Disney fu week il] f 4 
to the world market for U. S. pic- Jengther. RKO publicists have given and for boring cli Phis allt 
tures. Whatever applies or applied) the pres shit t idea, as res in making Friday au ideal 
(Contin i on page 21) as it ties in with the Glu, j weexday business night. 
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Metro Bags 5 Academy Awards: WB, 


Col. Land 3 Each: 


Acting Honors To 


Tracy, Rainer; Lola, McCarey Tops :: 


+ 


“t Hollywood, March 15. 
With 10 studios figuring in the 
past year’s honors, Metro walked 
away with the lion’s share of the 
major achievement awards of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences, bagging five. In second 
spot were dead-heated Warners and 
Columbia, each grabbing off three 





Add F aad Headaches 





Baltimore, March 15. 

Mac Weinberg, figuring Spen- 
cer Tracy had ‘best perform- 
Oscar in bag, booked re- 
‘Captains Courageous’ 
into Little theatre here to open 
a week ago Friday (March 4), 
day after Academy awards were 
to be announced. Came the 
flood and with it a week’s post- 
ponement of the dinner. 

Tracy award announced on 
night picture ended run at Lit- 


ance’ 
turn of 





statuettes. Oscars were passed out 
at the 10th annual banquet last 
Thursday (10) at the Hotel Biltmore, 
L. A. 

Up in the fore, too, was 20th-Fox 
with two plums, plus the eagerly 
sought Irving Thalberg Memorial 
trophy, which went to Darryl Zan- 


uck, personally, in recognition of 
his producing 22 feature films during 
1937, and for the most consistent high | 
quality of production achievement 
by an individual producer. 

Outstanding persons of the motion 
picture industry, numbering 1,400, in | 
gala dress and mood, wined, dined 
and listened to ballot tabulations 
and laudatory speeches, then con- 
gratulated the winners as_ they | 
stepped up to receive the symbols | 
of the highest excellence in produc- | 
tion, performance, direction, writ- 
ing and technical contributions. Oc- 
casion of the awards celebration is 
Hollywood's annual red letter night, 
and this year the townsfolk made the | 
most of it. 

All but three of the honorees were | 
present to receive their Oscars in | 
persons. They were Spencer Tracy, | 
selected for the best performance by 
an actor, who is recuperating in a 
Los Angeles hospital following a ma- | 
jor operation; Alice Brady, winner 
of the prize for the best portrayal by 
a supporting player, who is bedded 
at her home with a broken ankle, 
and Pete Smith, given the nod for 
his Metro color short, ‘Penny Wis- | 
dom,’ confined to his home by flu. 

Honor to Tracy was based on his 
work in Metro’s ‘Captains Coura- 
geous,’ while Miss Brady was se- 
Jected for her artistry in 20th-Fox, 
“In Old Chicago.’ 

Rainer Only Repeater 

Present, however, were Luise Rai- | 
ner, selected as best actress for the | 
second consecutive year, and picked | 
for top femme honors of 1937 for 
her performance in Metro’s ‘The 
Good Earth’; Joseph Schildkraut, for 
his supporting player contribution to 
‘The Life of Emile Zola,’ and Leo 
McCarey for his direction of Colum- 
bia’s ‘Awful Truth.’ William Well- 
man and Robert Carson copped for 
their original story on Selznick-In- | 
ternational’s ‘A Star Is Born’; Karl | 
Freund, for his photography on Met- | 
ro’s ‘The Good Earth’; Jack Warner, | 
who accepted the bows for the best | 
production prize, which went to ‘The | 
Life of Emile Zola’; Norman Reilly 
Raine, Heinz Herald and Geza Herc- 
zeg for the best screen play, ‘Zola’; | 


} 


| 





Harry Owens, for his song number, | 
*Sweet Leilani,’ used in Paramount's 
*Waikiki Wedding’; Hermes Pans for | 
his dance direction in RKO’s ‘Dam- | 
sel in Distress’; Charles Previn for | 
his musical scoring on Universal's | 
*100 Men and a Girl’; Robert Webb, | 
for the assistant direction of 20th- 
Fox ‘In Old Chicago’; Gene Havlick | 
and Gene Milford for their editing 
on Columbia’s ‘Lost Horizon’; Thom- | 
as Moulton for sound recording on | 
Samuel Goldwyn's ‘Hurricane’; W. 
Howard Greene for his color photog- 
raphy on Selznick-International’s ‘A 
Siar Is Born’; Stephen Goosson for 
the art direction of Columbia's ‘Lost | 
Horizon’; Walt Disney and Jack | 
C: ertok for their short subjects. | 
Special for Sennett 

Three special awards were made 
by the Academy itself this year, a 
gold statuette going to Mack Sen- 


| tion to Agfa-Ansco Corp., 
| Supreme and Agfa Ultra Speed Pan 


| film 


| ment 


tle. Weinberg not very happy 
about the whole thing. 











discoverer of stars, a 
kindly, understanding, 
who created a last- | 
technique, the | 


ter of fun,’ 
sympathetic, 
comedy genius, 
ing screen comedy 


basic principles of which are as im- | 


portant today as they were when 
first put into practice.’ Edgar Ber- 
gen was handed a miniature Oscar, 


| 
| 


|awards in 


made of wood, for his ‘outstanding | 


comedy creation, Charlie McCarthy.’ | 
Scroll certificate was presented to | 
Museum of Modern Art, New York, 


of the development of the motion 


|picture industry available to the pub- 


lic. 

Special awards were made by the 
technical division of the organiza- 
for Agfa 


negative; Walt Disney Productions | 
for the design and application to mo- 
tion picture production of its multi- 
plane camera; the Eastman Kodak 
Co., for two fine-grain duplicating 
stocks; Farciot Edouart and 
Paramount Pictures for the develop- 
of Paramount dual screen | 
transparenciés camera set-up; and | 
Douglas Shearer and the Metro | 


| sound department for a method of | 
| varying the scanning width of vari- | 


'able density sound tracks (squeeze | 
| tracks), for the purpose of obtaining | 
an increased amount of noise reduc- | | 
| tion. 


MET RO ANTICIPATES 


HEAVY RE- BOOKINGS 





Meiro is preparing to handle a 
ush of repeat bookings on ‘Cap- 
ris oe Courageous’ and ‘Good Earth’ 
as a result of the Academy awards 
md best performances by Spencer 
acy and Luise Rainer. Key situa- 
fie are already setting early dates, 
with runs expected to get under way 
later this week. 
| Warner's ‘Zola’ and Columbia's 
‘Awful Truth’ will not figure in any 
repeat business because they are still 
in the subsequent runs, 
Both ‘Courageous’ 
percentage pictures. 





IA Referendum 
Idea for Acad’s 
Technic Awards 


Hollywood, March 15. 
Demand on the Academy that 
the technical divisions 


and ‘Earth’ are | 


| 
| 
| 


hereafter be made on a referendum | 


vote by the IATSE is being studied | 


by membership, prior to considera- 
|tion by George E. Browne, IA prexy 
i|due here late this month to discuss 


for having amassed a film library | unemployment situation with studio 
| covering pictures made from 1895 to 


'the present, and making the history | 


| heads, 
Academy special committee has 
| designated outstanding technical 


| achievements of the year. 


Understood IA would withdraw 
from all Acad participation unless 


| technical vote restricted to members. 


declined _ to 


Beyond saying they were dissatisfied 
|} over present method awards, IA tops 
amplify 
Among crafts in IA bracket would be | 
|cameramen and soundmen. 


studios. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Neil F,. Agnew. 
David A. Bader. 
Irene Dunne. 

Jon Hall. 

Sonja Henie. 
George Pal. 
Robert B. Sinclair. 





The Winnahs 


Irving Thalberg Memorial Award , 


Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox, for his | 
contribution to the screen through | 
‘In Old Chicago,’ ‘Ali Baba Goes tc 
Town,’ ‘Happy Landing’ and ‘Love 
and Hisses.’ 
Production 
‘The Life of Emile Zola,’ Warners. 
Best Performances 
Actor: Spencer Tracy, Metro, ‘Cap- 


, tains Courageous.’ 


Actress: Luise Rainer, Metro, “The 
Good Earth.’ 

Supporting Actor: Joseph Schild- 
kraut in ‘The Life of Emile Zola.’ 


‘In Old Chicago.’ 
Direction 
Leo McCarey for Columbia’s 
Awful Truth.’ 
Original Story 
William Wellman and Robert Car- 


‘The 


' son, Selznick-Internationai’s ‘A Star 
| Is Born.’ 


Screen Play 
Norman Reilly Raine, Heinz Her- 
ald and Geza Herezeg for Warners 
‘The Life of Emile Zola.’ 
Seng Number 
Harry Owens, for ‘Sweet Leilani, 
from Paramount's ‘Waikiki Wedding.’ 
Dance Direction 
Hermes Pan, for dance numbers in 








nett, designed by the body as ‘mas- | RKO’s ‘Damsel in Distress.’ 
Oth 
er News of Pix Interest 
Jack Benny's substitute show......................-.0---.. Page 26 
Radio reviews of Carmel Myers vl Sidney, Menjou 
Teasdale, Gloria Swanson, Bob Hope ..Page 34 
ZaSu Pitts’ $4,000 vaude idea .Page 42 
Eddie Cantor's Cleveland frolic ..Page 44 
Name dramatists’ plans. ee .. Page 47 
Roland Young's ‘Spring Thaw . ..Page 48 
Arliss raps Equity’s radieal group Page 49 
George Abbott sidesteps pix ..Page 49 
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| 


Musical Scoring 
Charles Previn, for Universal's ‘100 
Men and a Girl.’ 
Assistant Director 
Robert Webb, for 20th-Fox ‘In Old 


| Chicago.’ 


| 
| 
| 





| 
' 


; Howard Greene, 
| tional’s ‘A Star Is Born.’ 





Film Editing 
Gene Havlick and Gene Milford, 
Columbia's ‘Lost Horizon.’ 


Sound Recording 


Thomas Moulton, Samuel Gold- 
wyn’'s ‘Hurricane.’ 
Cinematography 


Karl Freund, Metro’s ‘The Good 


Supporting Actress: Alice Brady in | Earth.’ 


In Color (Special Award): W. 


Selznick-Interna- 


Art Direction 
Stephen Goosson, Columbia, 
Horizon.’ 


‘Lost 


Short Subjects 

Two-Reel, Black and White: ‘Tor- 
ture Money,’ produced by Metro's 
Jack Chertok. 

One-Reel, Black and White: ‘Pri- 
vate Life of the Gannets,’ produced 
by Educational for 20th-Fox. 

Color: ‘Penny Wisdom,’ produced 
by Metro's Pete Smith. 


Cartoon: ‘The Old Mill,’ produced 


| by Wait Disney. 


| 


Special Awards by the Acaremy 

Gold Statuette—Mack Sennett, mas- 
ter of fun, discoverer of stars, a sym- 
pathetic, kindly, understanding, com- 
edy genius, for his creation of a last- 
ing screen comedy technique, 
basic principles of which are as im- 
portant today as when they were 
first put into practice. 

Wooden Replica of the Statuette— 
Edgar Bergen, for his outstanding 
comedy creation. 

Scroll Certificate — Museum of 
Modern Art. New York, 


intentions, | 


1A has | | 
| largest membership organization in 


| 
| 


| 
| 








owed us 42 bucks. 


Garbo—Stokowski's vegetables. 


Harry Richman 


| 
on them for his business. 

| El Morocco—Expense incurred 
| 


LaConga floor’ 


Sally Rand—Bubbles and fans. 


Tommy Manville— 
brunets, 
George Jessel 


via the McCoy. 
Jack Benny—Deduct ‘The Bee.’ 


Bottle—Deduct Baker. 
George M. 


We could go on for pages, 


off the nut. 
‘Fo'give me, fo'give me.’ 


ever spent in Sardis... 
Nathan...: 
Whiteman’s 


without a Pekinese...Thanks, 


her first song is 


along so well.. 





Phil Baker—Deduct The Beetle. 


| Deductions of 1937 


ee 


By Jack Osterman 


This the time of the year when all good men (and women) come to 
the aid of their country via the income tax route. 
minute to make ours out and found at the finish the Government 
Of course, the one important thing in filing an 
income report is to find out just how many legitimate things you can 
deduct and so after a social conference with Messrs. 
Rigney, who through the courtesy of Uncle Sam and Variety have 
been making their headquarters in said office, helping various artists, 
we compiled a list of individuals and their deductables: 


Jimmy Walker—Flowers for Betty's shop. 
Thousand slugs for 
Dick Merrill—Thousand slugs for 
Fannie Brice—One of the seven dwarfs. 
Billy Rose—Bathing suits and water 
Milton Berle—Seats for Ma and relatives claiming he is dependent 


by John Perona for 
for his back, due to so much bowing to Jimmy Roosevelt. 

La Conga—Expense incurred by Peter 
one night horizontally 
caricature of the Cuban hang-out. 


Nat Nazarro—Buck and Bubbles. 

Benny Goodman—Expenses he assumed for 
Bellevue for any member of his audience that needed one. 

Vincent Astor—Fishing tackle for the President. 

Pres. Roosevelt—Fishing tackle for 
Depreciation on 


Long distance calls to his Mother via radio. 
Eddie Cantor—Long disiance calls to Ida via scripts and the kids 


Cohan—Those nightlv 
Sam H. Harris—Split half with George and deduct. 

but we'll merge Al Jolson, Ben Bernie 
and Bing Crosby by telling them if they deduct Santa Anita they're 
If we left out anyone, as the ole maestro would say, 


Thoughts While Thinking 
Went to the opening of ‘The Hill Between’. 
had interesting chat there with George Jean 
so pleasant he didn't even criticize the waiter. 
‘Park Avenue Fantasy’.. 
Gus 
all to the first carnation you bought us... 
carrying on her late husband, Milton Weil’s music business in Chi... 
‘I'm Still Yours’ and that goes for us, 
Shavo Sherman (mimic) is glad Durante is back in pictures, otherwise 
he was going to sue him for non-support... 
Friedland, now Atlantic City’s No. 
.diseussions about hit shows get us down.. 


It only took us.a 


Pierson and 


pingpong balls. 
Richman. 


wings. 


chiropractors 


Arno doing a ‘face on the 
and then refusing to draw a 


ambulance service to 


Astor, 
his typewriter and peroxide for 


touches. 


.. best second act we 
.. heard Paul 
delightful arrangement even 
Edwards...remember we owe it 
Success to Maybelle, who is 


Maybelle... 
Happy to hear Anatole 


1 citizen, who writes he's getting 
.we really 








think it’s too bad that nobody likes ‘I'd Rather Be Right’ except the 
public. 
___ SAILINGS ——_ SR. CONSIDINE HIT BY 
I y rk to L on), 
‘sR. Kent, Waiter J. Hutchinson” — AUTO, WILL RECOVER 


| 





(Rex). 
March 30 (New York to London), 
Beatrice Lillie (Normandie). 


March 23 (New York to London), ' 


Mr. and Mrs. Sam Goldwyn. Mr. and 
Mrs. Douglas Fairbanks, Sr. (Beren- 
garia). 
Mareh 23 (London to New York), 
‘Carroll and Howe (Normandie). 
March 17 (New York to London), 


Richard Aldrich, Robert T. Kane, 


(Bremen). 


March 16 (London to New York), | 


Rene Huisman (Queen Mary). 
March 16- (West Indies 


Cruise), 


Irwin Shaw, Harold Clurman, Molly | 


D. Thateher (Oriente). 


March 13 (New York to London), | 


Robert T. Kane, Monte Banks, Wil- 


liam Conselman, 


Sammy Weisbord (Lafayette). 
March 9 (New York to Paris), 
Elmer Rice (Washington). 


ARRIVALS 


Suzanna Marie Bertin, Mrs. Ellison 
Hoover, Vinton Freedley, Mr. 
Mrs. . Donald Moffat, Moss Hart. 
George S. Kaufman, James Corner, 
William Swetland, Harold Waldridge. 
Helen Gilette, William Mendrik, 
Henry McCollum, W. P. Lipscomb. 











Agfa-Ansco Corp.. for Agfa Supreme 


the and 


| 


and Agfa Ultra Speed Pan motion 
picture negative. 

Class 2 Award—Plaque to 
| Disney Productions for the design 
application to motion picture 
; production of its multi-plane camera. 

Class 2 Award—Plaque to Eastman | 


and | 
| panies, 


Gertrude Niesen | 


| June Clyde, Jooss Ballet, Natalie | 
Kalmus, Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
Sheean (Paris). 

March 10 (West Indies Cruise), 





Hollywood, March 15. * 

John W. Considine, Sr., former 
vaude magnate and father of John 
W. Considine, Metro producer, is re- 
covering from injuries’ sustained 
when he was hit by an auto while 
crossing Hollywood boulevard at 
Vine. He is 75 years old. ' 


Injuries included a brain 
cussion and bruises. 


con- 





Lou Clayton, 10%er 


Hollywood, March 15. 
Lou Clayton has joined Bobby 
Crawford's agency as associate mem- 
ber of the firm. 
One-time Jimmy Durante’s vaude 
partner, Clayton is now his per- 
sonal manager. 





JONES’ P. A. TOUR 
Hollywood, March 15. 
Allan Jones opens a personal ap- 
pearance tour in New York April 7. 


| He may remain on the road for eight 


' 


Walt | 


| 


| Kodak Co., for two fine-grain dupli- | 
| cating film stocks. | 


| 
| 


Class 2 Award—Plaque to Farciot | 


Charlie McCarthy. | Edouart and Paramount Pictures. for | 


the development of Paramount dual | 


for having | screen transparencies camera set-up. 
amassed a film library running from | 
pictures made in 1895 to the present | Shearer 


Class 2 Award—Plaque to Douglas 
and the Metro Sound de- 


ume, and making the history of the} partment for a method of varying 


development of the 

| industry available to the public. 
Special Awards by Technical Div. 

} Class 1 Award, 


~.* 


Wie acti ar ee 


motion picture | 


the scanning width of variable den- 
; Sity sound tracks (squeeze tracks), 


| 


| for the purpose of obtaining an in- | 


Gold Statuette— | creased amount of noise reduction. 


1 


weeks. 


Irene Hervey, his wife, accom- 








L. A. to N. Y. 


Olive and George Brasno, 
Charles Butterworth, 
Alan Campbell. 

William Conselman. 
Buster Crabbe. 

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Fairbanks. 
Leo Fischer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Goldwyn. 
Weldon Heyburn. 

Robert T. Kane. 

June Kilgore, 

Norman Moray. 

Donald Mornburgh. 
Walter O'Keefe. 

Dorothy Parker. 

Leroy Prinz. 

Tommy Riggs. 

Sam Snider. 

Hunt Stromberg. 

Herbert B. Swope. 

Irving Tishman. 

Dalton Trumte. 

Rudy Vallee, 


a ee, 





— 
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GOLDWYN-KORDA’S NEW B.R. 





F.D.R. on Conscionable’ Pix Salaries 





Washington, March 15. 
| President Roosevelt’s 1933 admission that he wanted film salaries 
looked into when the NRA code was being drafted was formally re- 
| vealed Monday (14) when first batch of excerpts from White House 
Press Conference transcripts saw publication. 

Exact phraseology never has been before—because 
| edict against direct quotation of oral statements by the 
| tive—and the official record demonstrated Mr. 
| doubt whether huge pay checks customary 
public interest. 

Here is the portion of the formal summary of the Oct. 11, 1933 ses- 
sion with the Capital scribes which deals with the then-current ru- 
mors that the President had ordered salary-limitation clauses in the 
picture code: 


printed of the 
Chief Execu- 
Roosevelt had grave 
in Hollywood were in the 


‘Q. Have you issued any orders affecting salaries of those in the 
motion picture industry? 
‘A. I haven’t issued any orders in regard to the movie code, one way 


or the other. 

‘Q. Have you advanced any ideas along that line? 

‘A. The only time I have mentioned the movie code in any shape, 
manner or form was to ask that the Deputy Administrator (Sol. A. 
Rosenblatt) look into and consider the size of earnings of—I have 
|} to be impolite—immature persons who, perhaps, are making more 
monéy than is reasonable in good conscience; and the same thing in 
relation to—what do they call them?—producers or directors who 
are making about four or five or six or eight times the salary of the 
President of the United States—to consider whether it is conscionable. 

‘Q. How about Mickey Mouse? (Laughter.) 

‘A. I don’t know any of the facts in the case. The only things that 
came to me were rumors, and I asked that the rumors be looked into.’ 


Petrillos Hollywood Threat 


When AFM Tells Musicians to Stop, ‘the Film In- 
dustry bt Stop’ 


Feld Off 20th- Fox Lot 


Hollywood, March 15, 











James C. Petrillo declared Mon- 
day (14) that the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians was determined to 
eliminate the dubbing of music in 





the film industry even if it meant Milton Feld departed 20th-Fox 
the withdrawal of all union musi- | Monday (14) after a year and a half 


cians from the studios. 
this statement was a meeting of the 
National Association of Performing 
Artists at the Astor hotel, N. Y. 


Petrillo credited the film business 
with having already put 22,000 musi- 
He said that 


Occasion of jon the lot as associate producer. 
Working in the Sol Wurtzel unit he 
turned out a half dozen films. 

Takes rest before making a new 
affiliation. 





cians on the streets. 
the jobs of the 300 picture musi- FI K-RK 
cians working in Hollywood were 


themselves threatened to the extent 
of a 50% reduction by the wide, 
practice of music dubbing from one | 
sound track to another. The AFM, 
Petrillo said, will not stand by and 
let its members swallow this situa- 
tion any longer. 

When the AFM tells the studio 
musicians to stop, they'll stop, de-— 
clared Petrillo. ‘And when they , 
stop,” Petrillo added, ‘the film indus- 
try will stop.’ 


NAT LEVINE OFF M-G 
LOT, AGAIN AN INDIE 


Hollywood, March 15. 

After seven months as a Metro 
producer, Nat Levine checked off the 
lot March 12 after obtaining his re- 
lease from Louis B. Mayer. | 
While at the studio he helped pre- 
pare several yarns and had in 
preparation for early production 
start ‘Lord Jeff’ with Freddie Bar- 
tholomew starred and Sam Wood 
directing. Bernie Hyman takes over 
this assignment. 

After a brief vacation, Levine is 
returning to independent production 44 other officials at the 
ou his own financing, with a major peing given Ned E. Depinet, March 
release reported set. 26, at the Baker hotel, Dallas. 


will mark 30 years of RKO official 
" in the picture business. It is being 
‘Kidnapped’ Gets 2506 
Budget Upping at 20-Fox 


arranged by Bob O'Donnell and Karl 
Hoblitzelle and set for 
cause Depinet got his start in show 

business in Texas. 

Hollywood, March 13, | 2d a special car 

“ ‘ train will take a N. 
5) south. Invitations have gone for- 
ward to every official in the trade. 
Vice-President J. N. Garner 
Governor Alred, of Texas, will be 
honor guests. Grad Sears, Sam Dem- 
bow, Jr., Willard S. McKay, 
Lee, Herb Yates, 
Spyros Skouras, M. 





Hollywood, March 15. 


With that deal cold whereby Selz- 
nick-Whitney interests were to pur- 
chase an equity in United Artists, 
regen is looking towards RKO, 
for they have been considering that 
| RKO possibility again. 





If and when anything happens, 
Selznick International would acquire 


have been discussed with interested 
| parties in the east from time to time. 
| However, there is no immediate 
prospect of such a deal, and if any- 
thing happens it would not come un- 
til a much later 
im the throes of reorganization. 


HONORING DEPINET 
IN OL’ ‘HOME TOWN 


Film industry will be represented | 














After viewing a rough print of 
‘Kidnapped,’ based on Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s yarn and featuring War- 
nec Baxter and Freddie Bartholo- 
mew, Darryl Zanuck has upped the 
budget by $250,000 and ordered ad- 
jitional scenes to build up the role 
of Arleen Whelan. 


| he sails for 


Korda’s 


TALK UP AGAIN 








| 


period as RKO is | 


| 


by nearly 500 executives, sales chiefs | 
banquet | i" favor of the Government ren- 


| dered at 
Affair | 


| film 


Dallas be- | 


Two planes have been chartered | 
for those going by | 
Y. delegation of | 


| ment 


and | 


Arthur | 
George J. Schaefer. | 
H. Aylesworth. | 


NUFFIELD 
Ao 30000, 


Goldwyn and Fairbanks, Sr., 
Sail March 23 to Huddle 
with Korda— Motor Ty- 
coon, Lord Nuffield, Pre- 


pared to Invest 


Lon 








WOOLF’S COUNTER-BID 


London, March 15. 


After many cables back and forth, 
Sam Goldwyn telephoned last Satur- 
day (12) from Hollywood to Alex- 
ander Korda in London stating that 
London March 23. 
decision was believed prompted by 


new deal with ~ Prudential 


+ 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


His | 


whereby the insurance company has | 
|relieved all underwriters of commit- 


ments in London Films and will give 
Korda future facilities to use the 
monies accruing from intake of six 
pictures made by him. This money 
and further advances from Prudential 
to be spent on future pictures to be 
made here and in Hollywood. 


Another deal hanging fire is with 
Lord Nuffield, multimillionaire car 
manufacturer, who is prepared to in- 
vest $5,000,000 in film preduction 
with Korda. Nobleman is conferring 
with Oscar Deutsch but the deal is 
held up due to a counter-proposition 
from Lord Portal, Arthur Rank and 
Charles M. Woolf made to Nuffield. 
Latter deal would have Nuffield | 
acquire interest in holdings of the 
Woolf group in Universal Films and 
the Pinewood Studios. New capital 
would be used for making films in 
England and Hollywood, with possi- 
bility of bringing over Deanna Dur- 
bin and other Universal stars. 


No Selznick Deal 
Hollywood, March 15, 


Samuel Goldwyn heads for New 


York Friday (18) to sail March 23 on | 


the Berengaria for London for the 
reported purpose of discussing with 
London bankers further finances for 
purchase of the majority holdings in 
United Artists for himself and Alex- 
ander Korda, Douglas Fairbanks ac- 
companies. 


Currently no option is existent for | 
interests in the company held by | 


Mary Pickford, “harles Chaplin and 

Fairbanks, nor has any been request- 

ed to take the place of one obtained 
(Continued on page 23) 





INTERSTATE’S 


a substantial interest in RKO. Terms | 


APPEAL UP 
MARCH 28 


The important Hoblitzelle-Inter- 
state price stabilizing case has been 
tentatively set for argument in the 
U. S. Supreme Court on March 28, 
industry having carried it to highest 
tribunal on appeal from the decision 


Dallas. Action is that 
brought by the Federal Government 
against Interstate and most of maior 
companies over price restric- 
tions and double features. 

It will be the first time an action 
of this type has t 
Supreme Court being a 
tion to be settled as far 
panies are concerned, 
been taken by majors and the 
in order 
between a distributor and an 
exhibitor not to license a subsequent 
run house Charging less than 25c. ad- 
mission, 


new ques- 
as film com- 
Appeal has 
circuit 


Contention of major companies is 
that sustaining of film company 
argument will enable the industry to 





| Otherwise, general creditors, in- 
prneny— the Rockefeller’ interests, 




















RKO in Negotiation with Meehan 
For K-A-0 Control, $3,000,000 Price; 


Berman Orders Production Speedup 


+ 
| 





Film Center Idea 


eee RKO's 


Hollywood, March 15. holdings in Keith- 

Idea for motion picture center preferred stock, 
to house not only all the screen 000,000. 
guilds, but the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences 
as well, was fostered by C. B. 


Negotiations are in progress for 
purchase of the M. J. Me 
Albee-Orpheum 
price is around $3,- 
In. that way, RKO will gain 
fullest control of that important the- 
atre circuit in which it now 
around 21,000 shares of the 


-han 


owns 
63,000 


DeMille in an address at the shares of preferred stock, outstand- 
Academy dinner. Paramount ing, and almost all of the common. 
Aceh phe post ic rage Sh If that deal becomes set, this 
as) l e Pp + 4 S 1 a € "« ~ . . 
move to further Cxisung Hal week, RKO’s reorganization plan 
money and cooperative spirit ae ? ae : 
i re . t] may be ready fo presentation LO 
among the various arms o 12 , ; é 
ar nia Federal Judge William O. Bondy 
industry. ‘ ov 
: next Monday (21) The new plan 





He urged expansion of the 
Academy’s work toward artistic 
development of the screen. 


may contain provisions for a second 
| preferred stock, to be distributed in 
payment of general claims. Prob- 


ably convertible and cumulative. 











may get stock only. 


The 
y | Rockefeller 


claim might come in for 
7 upw ards of 500,000 shares. 
| Present holders of RKO common 


would get one share of new com- 
|mon for every five held. Also, war- 
|rants entitling present RKO common 
Hollywood, March 15. | shareholders to purchase new com- 


Retakes on ‘Having Wonderful on special terms, 


common 


pany common. 


Time’ at RKO, directed several | Present debenture holders would 
| months ago by Al Santell, is costing | chare in a new $16,500,000 first pre- 
studio around $100,000. Arthur | ferred, convertible stock issue, bear- 
Kober who authored the stage play | ing cumulative 6% interest. For 
also toiled on the film treatment. l every $100 amount of claim, these 


Jewish names and play’s flavor | secured creditors would get an equal 
were eliminated in the screen ver- | gmount of this new preferred. Ad- 


sion. | ditionally, they would receive an 
George Stevens is directing retakes |amount of this preferred for back 
|from a new treatment by Ernest|interest, plus two shares of new 
Pagano. | company common. All told, there 





come up in the; 


to test the right of agree- | 


around 2,200,000 shares of 
(Continued on page 21) 


Around four reels of the original | may be 
are being retained with retakes vir- | 


tually new in a try to bolster. 
































This | = soir eciete wn ny 
Pandro Berman production, in_ its ||! 
orignal form, cost around $750,000. 4 RIETY 
Stromberg East To Trade Mark Registered 
| FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, Linc. 
Huddle Sherwood Sid Silverman, President 
On ‘Idiot’s Deii ht’ 154 West 46th Street, New York City 
g SUBSCRLP TION 
a ai Annual,...... $6 Foreign...... $7 } 
Hollywood, March 138. emete Copled. .ccccancseiccss te Come 
Hunt Stromberg is heading east for 120 
discussions with Robert E,. Sherwood ||} Vol. 130 io ete No. 1 
on the screen play of ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ 
which Stromberg’ produces _ for os ~> 
Metro with Norma Shearer and 
Clark Gable top billed. INDEX 
Dorothy Parker and Alan Camp- Ba err rere ; a 
bell are going along with Stromberg, | Chatter ........ es 53 
remaining east for two weeks. 
: . ee a ree 200) 
Miss Parker and Campbell are also D: 
working on the script of ‘Sweet- || a TOUS... 020+ see ees 41 
hearts’ for Jeanette MacDonald and | ee ee caenedetaas 25 
Nelson Eddy. | BO PORTS AMG, 6 oi ccecdcdace 43 
| Film Booking Chart....., 19 
’ | Film Reviews............. 15 
LEM STEWART’S BODY | itis eye view ig 
WASHED UP IN H WOOD House Reviews........... 44 
I Inside—Legit ............. 48 
—--— i|| Inside—Music ............ 40 
Hollywood, March 15. | Inside—Pictures ...... set Ge 
Body of Lem Stewart, film pub-!|| Inside—Radio ............ 32 
licist, was washed up near Hunting- | | International News........12-13 
t¢n Beach on Monday (14). He was Haiie Wiitincies 
| drowned when a bridge at Long ack Osterman. ........... 2 
Beach collapsed during the recent ||| Joe Laurie, Jr..... se 4 | 
floods. i Legitimate .... . 47-51 
He was on a vacation from his own ||| Literati .... 52 
‘advertising and publicity business. | || - | 
He was long with Paramount in N. Y. ||| Music . ' 38-41 | 
Reinains cremated and ashes sent|;; New Acts . . 45 
| to Long Island. News from the Dailies ; 54 
a i Jove * | Nite Clubs 42.43 | 
Mason-Dixon Encore Nite Club Reviews +r 42 
|} Obituary . cea 54 |] 
Hollywood, March 15. 
; ? | GAGOOPS 1-2: errr’ 55 |} 
Preview acclaim accorded Bette ||! Pic oe 
Davis for her work in ‘Jezebel’ has || iclures ....... seeeee 22D 
resulted in her being assigned an- i} Radio +++. 26-37 || 
other Dixie role, the title spot in Radio—International .... 30 | 
Warners’ ‘Memphis Belle.’ Picture Radio Peviews 34-35 || 
has been set to follow her forth- Unit . 
. JHUIULS . . 45 j 
coming ‘Comet Over Broadway.’ 5 in aes 
Mark Hellinger is writing the || Vaudeville . Batis 


Alfred Werker, who directed, will! Bruce Barton and many RKO home| maintain some sort of price structure 
also guide the players through the | office officials already have an-!among exhibitors, and eliminate a 
added footage. ‘nounced plans for attending. certain amount of admission price: 


screen play. 
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Farther Analysis of Neely's Bill 


Foster on 5th ‘Moto’ 





Hollywood, March 15. 
Norman Foster is directing the 


Points Up Its Many Shortcomings Fox. Nel sio Fores 


Neely anti-block booking bill, al- 
ready reported favorably to the floor 
of the Senate, continues as a menace 
io the industry. It is now officially 
on the Senate calendar and can be 
brought up for discussion or vote in 
10 minutes. Industry officials quite 
universally resent the sales talk at- 


tached to the first part of the Neely | 


bill which is considered as constitut- 
ing a terrific buildup for the actual 
content of measure, confined literally 
to just three sections 

Argument used by the industry 
generally is that the people who have 
been persuaded to give their support 
to the Neely-Pettengill bills have 
been sold a gold brick. They hint 
that this bill of sale paints a glitter- 
ing illusion intended to make boost- 
ers believe that the Neely act would 
improve picture entertainment, bene- 
fit small theatre owners and prevent 
monopoly. They also charge that 
they have been persuaded to support 
the bill without giving any serious 
consideration to the actual regula- 
tions imposed under criminal penal- 
ties or to the practical application of 
these drastic regulations in making 
and marketing films. 

A Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors Assn, spokesman made 
eight basic answers to the theories 
contained in the Neely bill: 

(1) On the theory that the sort 
of pictures produced can be con-| 
trolled by attempting to shift the re- 
sponsibility for what is recorded in 
the films from the manufacturer 
(producer ) to the retail dealer or ex- 
hibitor, he said that no exhib can 
remake a film nor produce one. 
Whatever goes into the picture is 
recorded on film before it goes into 
distribution. 

(2) On the assertion that under 
the bill, films, which they feel people 
should not see, will be refused ex- 
hibition, limiting them only to so- 
cially desirable films, he stated that 
‘nothing in this bill prevents or pro- 
hibits any theatre at any time from 
showing any film with which the ex- 
hibitor thinks he can make money.’ 
He points out that unrestrained com- 
petition among rival theatres to 
bring all picture of any consequence 
to all parts of the country will still 
operate under this bill’s provisions. 

(3) As to the report that under 
this bill a local theatre can avoid 
showing without obligation any pic- 
ture on receiving protest, he asserted 
that this ignores the obligation of 
exhibition contract, just as valid for 
One picture as a group. It is in- 
variably executed by the exhib some 
time before the attraction even is 
announced by the theatre, he said. 

(4) Assertion that present sales 
policies of distributors requiring ex- 
hibitors to take and exhib all or none 
of the pictures offered by a distribu- 
ter was described as contrary to the 
record of distributors and terms of 
actual contracts used. These obligate 
the exhib to pay the film rental but 
do not require actual exhibition of 
any picture, and these often allow 
the exhibitor to cancel his obliga- 
tion to pay the film rental for an un- 
used picture. 


Would Fix Prices 


(5) Assertion that the bill will en- 
able exhibitors to have a retail selec- 
tion of pictures he desires most but 
at wholesale prices (under penalty of 
fine and imprisonment of distribu- 
tor), was denied. ‘On the contrary,’ 
MPPDA speaker said, ‘the bill would 
force the distributor to fix and rigid- 
ly maintain retail prices on every 
picture purchased at the risk of fine 
and jail term, whether bought one at 
a time or in groups of two or more. 
This ‘mposes a drastic burden on the 


(11), with Peter Lorre again in the 








+ | title role. 


Supporting cast includes Mary Ma- 
guire, Michael Whalen, Harold Hu- 
ber, Erik Rhodes, Leon Ames, Karen 
) Sorrell, Forrester Harvey and John 

Rogers, 


Weather Report | 





Hollywood, March 15. 
Pushover for front page po- 
sition in L. A. was an A. P, 
story about the California floods 
which bore a N. Y, dateline. 
Seems despite fact that all 
communication lines were cut 


Mrs. Isabella Beach, of New 
York, managed to get through " 
with a wire to her mother in | 
eVe 


West Los Angeles. 
Mme. Beach’s communique || 
asked, ‘Is everybody safe?’, and || 
her mother wired back, ‘Why? 
What happened?’ | 
Chamber of Commerce ex- 
Washington, March 15. 
Motion pictures are the most pop- 
‘ular form of amusement in the rural 
sectors, according to a study by the 
Agriculutre Department. 
Analysis of spending habits of 


planation is that maybe the 
exchange of queries was cabled 

9.407 families in 140 villages in 20 
states shows that over 29c out of 


via Australia and London. 
every $1 unpeeled for entertainment 
lenters the box office till. Highest 
percentage was in the southeast, 
where both whites and Negroes spent 


more than 36% of their recreation 
| budget on pictures. 
Hollywood, March 15. | The biggest per-family outlays for 
Earle W. Hammons, prexy of Edu- | screen diversion were recorded 
cational Films, is mulling several re- | among the residents of 22 villages in 
leasing proposals, effective after Aug. | Kansas, North Dakota, South Dakota, 
20, when Educational’s contract with Colorado and Montana, and the 
20th-Fox expires. He has already | white families in 33 villages in the 
held confabs with Paramount and / Carolinas, Georgia and Mississippi. 
United Artists execs and is currently | Annual expense in those spots was 
huddling with J, Cheever Cowdin, | $16, New England small-towners 
Universal board chairman, on the | unpeeled $12; average in the Central 
Coast. : . |and Middle Atlantic region was $10; 
Should a pact be signed with Uni-| i, pacific Coast villages, $15. The 
‘versal, it would call for the release | .,)theastern Negros spent $3 per 
of Hammons’ entire program aside | amily each year. 
from feature productions, or han- | Overwhelming proportion of the 
died by Atlantic Pitcure Corp., 12 families studied are film patrons. 
which he holds a large interest. _. | Highest percentage was recorded in 
-eensar geese UREETSOCR So have | California, Washington and Oregon. 
offered around 36 shorts on the year, | 1) New Tnsiend 61% of the house- 
both black and white and am Cane, | holds spent money on pix; in Central 
with the Par proposal said to be for| 1.4 middle Atlantic villages, 72%: 
all shorts outside of cartoons and | on Pacific Coast, 86%: in ae nae 
novelties. |tain and plains area, 85%; in the 
| southeast, 85° of the whites and 


MPLS. SURPRISED AT 85. 3, "soNeatees 





























Study demonstrates the impor- 

| tance pix have in the life of rural 

ITS B. 0. BULLISHNESS residents, according to Louise Stan- 

| ley of the Bureau of Home Econom- 

|ics, which supervised the research. 

‘Even in villages too small to have a 

cinema, the automobile makes ac- 

cessible the picture shows of the 
neighboring towns and cities. 





Minneapolis, March 15. 
Paradoxical as it may seem in 
these days, and particularly during 
Lent and the pre-Federal and state 
income tax payment time, all records 
are being smashed here for enter- 


tainment, spending. In a recession! GN MUST FILE REORG 
PLAN BY MARCH 21 


setting all-time records and bringing 
back happy memories of 1928-29 
Hollywood, March 15. 
Grand National’s reorganization 


bcom-times, 
plan under 77B was given until 


A week ago last Saturday while 
12,500 watched the Minnesota-Wis- 

March 21 for court filing. Company 
also must make financial report 


consin basketball game, the Shriners’ 
circus played to 16,000 admissions, 
the ‘Ice Follies’ drew nearly 5,000! 
people to a single night show, ‘Snow Apri : 
Pie ‘ pril 10 on operations from Feb. 20. 
bs py nd pag = 9 4 Deal under which Phil Goldstone 
aoe GS & ¥, In its secona week, is aiding GN has brought under 
pulled $2,200 and ‘Hurricane,’ at the | his wing Al Herman, director, and 
two ‘Renfrew’ scripts ready for pro- 
| duction. 
Goldstone will send his first pro- 


Minnesota, did a brisk business. 
| duction for GN release before the 














At the Lyceum the last week ‘Vic- 
toria Regina,’ grossing $18,600 for 
three nights and a matinee, set a new 
high in receipts for a single half-| smeras within @ week 

nights 2 More WBs for R. C. 

also is playing to crowded houses. 

Three of last week’s pictures— 
‘Snow White,’ ‘Hurricane’ and ‘Birth| | With ‘Fools For Scandal,’ Mervyn 
of a Baby’—held over. The first two | LeRoy finale on the Warner lot, set 


week and turned thousands away. 
‘The Women,’ at the same house for 
went into their second weeks and| for Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., to 
the ‘Baby’ film into its third. open Thursday (24), Warner Bros. 








cperation of ali smal! theatres, now 


three nights and a matinee this week, 
Local newspapers ran front-page | Will follow that up at the Hall with 


securing pictures at low wholesale | stories telling of the amusement pros- | Robin Hood,’ latter probably after 


prices. Many, now operating cn small | 


margin, cannot survive undey this 
law.’ 


that exhibitors can continue buying 
films in groups in advance of produc- 
tion was strongly denied by citing 
wording of bill which requires de- 
tailed synopsis before any picture 
can be offered for sale. Every ex- 
perienced producer, he said, realizes 
that such synopsis could not be sup- 


plied until each film was entirely | 


finished and prints made available 


for screening. ‘Obviously this forces | 


the producer and distributor to com- 
plete each picture before it is of- 
fered to any exhibitor. The bill re- 
quires such scene by scene descrip- 
tion even after pictures are com- 
pleted. It is impossible today to pre- 
Pare a detailed description of a pro- 
(Continued on page 25) 
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| perity. The Star had Morrie Abrams, | Easter or thereabouts. Thus, both of 
Metro exploiteer, on its daily WCCO|these are removed from the WB 


|radio broadcast, telling about the} Strand schedule. Latter gets ‘Love, | 
(6) Story told boosters of the bill | 


‘good times.’ Abrams said there’s| Honor and Behave’ Saturday (19). 
never ‘bad times’ for ‘good shows’|. ‘Jezebel,’ current at the Ha} on a 
and that all that’s necessary to end | holdover, makes it four for WB at 
the recession is ‘to give the public the Hall away from the Strand since 
what it wants.’ | Christmas, other having been ‘To- 
| | varich.’ 

‘Marco Polo,’ Sam Goldwyn pro- 


More Option Worriers | duction, goes into the Music Hall 


} April 7. 











| 


Hollywood, March 15. | CINCH TITLE CHANGE 
Two newcomers to the screen will | Hollywood, March 15. 
be given their camera baptism in| ‘Aj) His Geese Are Swans.’ on Co- 
Paramount's ‘Crime Gives Orders.’ 
They are Laurie Lane and Ruth has been dusted off and will be sent 
Rogers, before the cameras in the next few 

| Former was queen of the 1937 New | days. 
Orleans Mardi Gras, while other was | John Brahm will direct, with Har- 
plucked from the box office of a old Wilson, who recently 


moved 
Seattle theatre by a talent scout. 


jover from 20th-Fox, supervising. 


ASE, 1a Oe. 


lumbia’s script shelf for two years, | 
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The Flood Spills In a Stranded Band 


Of Jitterbugs and Lefty Cleans Up 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., March 15, 








Dear Joe: 
Things do happen fast out here. The sun came out and started drying 
| up things. The water went out much slower than it came in but we man- 


| aged to get the dampness out of the theatre and in three days we were open 
OF f V 'for business. After cleaning out the water I know what the bottom of a 
C |lake looks like. My seats were ruined, we scrubbed them with soap and 


water to get the mud off, and, of course, the seats aren't exactly dry yet, 
but for that matter neither are the natives, so they don’t notice it much. 
The only thing in the theatre that leaves a memory of the flood is a high 
water mark on the walls about eight feet from the floor. I had Vic paint a 
sign on the walls saying, ‘When the water gets up to here, please leave the 
theatre.’ It’s good for a laugh until I get a chance to paint up again. 

Well, Joe, the flood did wash me in some good luck. A swing band made 
up of young fellows who were traveling by trailer to Los Angeles were 
stranded here during the flood. Aggie calls the people that got stuck here 
California’s great ‘floating population.’ These boys call their band ‘The 
Jitterbugs’ and their leader, whom they call ‘the front,’ asked me would 
I play them. Well, the pictures I had booked in were the average no- 
business-getters so I had the boys give me an audition. To me it sounded 
worse than the five pieces that used to guess at our music when we played 
vaudeville in those ink-pots in the middle west. 

They played off key, but Vic went nuts about them and said, ‘Lefty, 
those guys are plenty mellow, they’ll pack the joint.” Well, I figured they 
can’t be worse than my pictures, so I arranged a percentage deal with 
| them, where they shared some of my bills for cleaning up the theatre, and 
| then they shared 60-40 from the first dollar after expenses. At the matinee 
there were a lot of kids, which I was glad of because they helped dry the 
seats, because they fidgeted around when the boys played, but they ap- 
plauded. Well sir, it must have got around town about this outfit because 
at night the place was jammed. And you should have seen those people 
go for that music. They started dancing up and down the aisles. I thought 
they went nuts, they were yelling at the orchestra and even some of the 
older folks started to shake and spin. At first I thought it was on account 
of the damp seats—but it was the music. The more I listened to it the 
lousier I thought it was, but I figger the customer is always right. They 
wouldn't let the picture go on, they kept yelling to the band and the band 
seemed to like it and they got hopped up and went to town. 

The Cats Have Own Jive 

What got me is the language of this outfit. It was a language all their 
own. As I told you they called the leader ‘the front,’ the fiddle was ‘a 
scratch box’ and the piano player ‘a git box.’ The saxophone was a ‘nanny 
goat’ and the big bass was ‘a hatrack.’ They called the drums ‘suitcases’ 
and ‘spareribs’ is what they called the xylophone. ‘Licorice stick’ is a 
clarinet and the ‘waffle iron’ is the trumpet. The singer they called a 
‘croaker.’ Between shows they would smoke cigarets that they'd take 
loose from their pockets, and after a few puffs I could hardly understand 
them at all, they seemed to be walking on a rubber sidewalk. Vic told me 
they were hopped up. Well, I remember in the old days in Frisco I used 
to see some of the boys ‘bruising the hip’ and ‘making a bonefire in the 
middle of the mattress’ but they never acted like these guys. They'd just 
count money slow like, but these jitterbugs would puff and take a high 
step. I wanted to keep them a week but at the end of the second day they 
said they had enough to get gas and had to get to Hollywood to pull the 
weeds out of their garden. So they quit. 

I told them I’d send them in to Paul Small, a friend of mine in New York 
who books bands in night club's, but they said that Benny Goodman's got 
that territory and they didn’t want to horn in, I sure am going to try and 
bring them back here because they sure did allright for me. I don’t mind 
listening to their music as long as they can make music for me in my box 
office. When I paid them off they gave me one of their reefers and | gave 
them 60% and I took 40% —those weeds sure turn you around. ‘Tea’ and 
‘muggles’ is what these alligators called ’em. 

Remember us to the boys and girls back on the Big Street and tell ‘em 
not to be afraid to take it on the chin; let the other guy break his 
knuckles, sez 


Your pal, 
; Lefty. 
P. S.: Edward G. Robinson sez, ‘I'm surprised that the fire department 
hasn't joined the boycott on Japan by using lisle hose.’ 


ZANUCK PUTS ‘SUEZ’ —_ Film Home-Offices 
ON $2,000,000 BUDGET Generally Trimming 


Hollywood, March 15. Down on the Excess 
Darryl] Zanuck has set a $2,000,000 
budget for ‘Suez,’ which will star 
Simone Simon, with the possibility 
of George Arliss topping the support- 











Economy measures, cutting ex- 
penses wherever feasible and possi- 


' : ; ble without injur 1 Ss, ar 
ing cast as Disraeli. Deal for the | under way — a ie ee 


Englishman, now holidaying in Cali- | home offices following steps at the 
og haggle Pigs of the studios to trim costs to safety levels. 

a” piomaenale uck who made his | §5 far as can be learned no blanket 
most successful American pictures. orders have been issued to cut any 


Present plan of Zanuck is to get | |; 
‘Suez,’ another Shirley Temple pic- given percentage from present budg- 


ture, a Ritz Bros. film and three or | ets oF costs of departments, but gen- 
four others into production before | C™@U¥ along the line home office 
. z heads have started shearing. 
he starts for his extended European ie 
vacation May 15. | While in some cases some person- 
Gene Markey will be the associate nel has been dropped, generally so 
producers on ‘Suez.’ far the economy measures figure in 
Warners has assigned Casey Rob- | ““¢ control of operating costs, budg- 
inson to write the screen play for | ets, expense accounts, traveling and 
|‘Panama Canal,’ yarn dealing with the_like. The thought in the face of 
the digging of the big ditch. present conditions is that a penny 
Henry Blanke will produce. saved is a penny earned. When con- 
ei | ditions were better a year ago staffs 
: 9 . at h. 0. departments were augmented 
Henigson s 2d Pic in many cases and more traveling, 
Hollywood, March 15. | &*pense accounting and other things 
Second production at Metro for | ‘Mdulged which might now be held 
Henry Henigson, ‘Feather Fingers,’ is | ‘™ check, 
being screenplayed by Eric Hatch. It is not expected that any major 
His first On lot was ‘Life On the | Will enforce a company-wide salary 
Seven Seas.’ | cut. 
A total of eight persons in Dick 
Halliday’s editorial department at 
| the Paramount home office, under 
| Supervision of Russell Holman, are 
being dropped. 











All the News— 
Hollywood, March 15. 
Warners has slated ‘Unit to Print,’ 


a@ newspaper yarn, as Sam Bischoff's| This includes Ada Levine, contact 


;next produc ; 

prasurtion. n | on magazines, as well as readers and 
. awrence Kimble and Niven Busch | Others, No cutting in other depart- 
jhave completed the screen play. 


j ments known to be contemplated. 


| 
| 
| 
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Santa Anita’s $38,000,000 Handle In 
§ Days Sets Off Repeal Talk in L. A. 





+ 


Ios Angeles, Marca 15. 


Palms of Santa Anita stockholders 


are itching in anticipation of the 
greatest divvy in the-fcur-year his- 
tory of the Arcadia track. Season 


of 56 regular days, plus two extra 
sessions tussed in the name of sweet 
charity, which wound up yesterday 
(14), is repvited to have netted hold- 
ers of the state-seal adorned ceitifi- 
cates a cool $10,000,000. 

Whil? Soutnern California mer- 
chants, lange and small, are wailing 


loudly and others ponderins the 
amazing ‘98 figures on the hosses, 
the Warner brothers 


are getting 
their track ready for what loels like 
meet 
clause in the charte1 


another smash 


Hol- 
lywood Turf Club (Inglewood track) 
which limits anv one shareholder to 
$25,000 worth of the $2,000,006 capi- 
tal, the Burbank product'on family 
is said to have grabbed of plenty ci 
the issue, placing itself in a formid- 
able position when it comes to ac- 
tual direction of the 
corporation. 
ing over the board of directors, 
ing construction of the new 
which the racing commission 
has fixed an inaugural schedule run- 
ning from June 10 td July 23. 
Wonderment of the natives is how 


of the nev 


affairs of the 


state 


almost $38,000,000 can be poured into | 


in the 
They 


mutuel machines at one track 
short space of 58 afternoons. 
realize, too, that this is only a por- 
tion of the outlay by individuals, for 
in order to play Santa Anita’s me- 
chanical betting devices one has to 
pay from $1.10 to $5.50 to gain ad- 
mission, to say nothing of what the 
average of 20.000 persons in daily at- 
tendance spend at the 
bars, restaurants, hot dog. stands, 
etc. Important days this year drew 
as high as 60,000 persons, with the 
mutuel handle on the handicap, red 
letter event. running better than 
$1,600,000, which was $300.000 above 
the take for the same event the pre- 
vious year. 
Nice If You Can Get It 


Longest odds of the 
paid on Playmay, which 
home to the tune of $673.40 for a $2 
ticket. Shortest prices were on Gal- 
ley Slave, which won at $2.40 and 
Brown Jade, the latter owned by 
William Le Baron, Paramount pro- 
duction chief, which paid $2.80. 

Biggest roar of locals against Santa 
Anita is that little of the coin re- 
mains in the town, real owners of 
the layout being San Francisco capi- 
talists. While Hal Roach is front man 
for the outfit, as president, his hold- 
ings are rated as trivial and Dr. 
Charles Strub, erstwhile Frisco dent- 
ist, is the real boss. 

Gate tolls at Santa Anita take care 
of all purses, including the annual 
Santa Anita Derby, with an added 
$50,000, and the Handicap, with $100,- 
000 added, and show a profit besides. 
Track’s cut on the mutuels is 6% 
having voluntarily been reduced 
from the 8°; permissible under the 
statute, plus 2° of the breakage. 
which runs into heavy coin. Payoff 
from other concessions, including the 
25-cent auto park and the numcrous 
bars and eating places, also runs into 
important coin. 

Tradespeople throughout the sec- 


meet 


tor, including prominent L. A. mer-| 


chants, are already raising a war 
chest to finance a campaign for re- 
peal of the racing law, calling the 
gobble of the various tracks only a 
part of the actual take. Like every- 
one else hereabouts they are aware 


that bookmakers are grouped on 
most street corners. 

County, state and federal relief 
and old age pension officials are 


worried over the situation, knowing 
that a heavy slug of relief and pen- 
sion coin finds its way to the 
bookies. 


Just a Smallie 


Because of its distance from L. A.. 
and its size, which is small in com- 
parison to the Santa Anita and the 
new Inglewood set-ups, Bing 
by’s Del Mar track is not a too-dis- 
turbing factor. Top mark in ¢Ca- 
pacity is only about 15.000 and aver- 
age daily mutuel handle for last 

(Continued on page 23) 


Despite the} 


Jack Warner is presid- | 
boss- | 
oval, for | 


numerous | 


were 
romped | 


Cros- | 


Columbia’s district sales 
excepting Jerry Safron, who recent- 
ly saw Abe Montague on the Coast, 
were in New York Friday and Sat- 
urday (11-12) for conferences with 
Montague on the final half of the 
current Col sales drive. 

Those in were Sam Moscow, Phil 
Dunas, Carl Shalit, Sam Galanty and 
Nat Cohn. 


Twin City Indies 
Talk 10c Admis 
. For Dual Bills 


managers, 





Minneapolis, March 15. 
As a protest against what is 
claimed to be ‘exorbitant film rent- 
als’ being demanded by the major 
distributors for present and 1938-39 


Col. Sales Huddle in N.Y. 


| nual sales 
| program 


VARIETY + 9 
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NIKING NAT'L 


or Regional Meets 
Most Practical and Least 
Costly—Looks to Become 
New Scheme of Things 


YEAR BOOKS MAY GO 


practice of an- 
conventions, together with 
year books costing up to 
$75,000 or more, are threatened with 


The 


industry-old 


going by the board this year as well 
as in the future. Not a single major 
producer-distributor may chedule 
annual sales meetings or get out yea 
| books, especially on such an elabo- 


| product, some of the leading Twin | 


City independent exhibitors, includ- 
| ing owners of the larger de luxe 
| houses, are threatening to drop their 
admissions to a dime and go to dual 
featuring of the cheaper independent 
pictures next season. 

The present state of business is an 
important factor influencing the Min- 
| neapolis and St. Paul indies in this 
attitude. On their part, due to sky- 
high production costs which give lt- 
tle indication of falling substantially 
in the next year, the exchanges here 
give the exhibitors little hope of an 
important, if any, lowering of rent- 
als the ensuing season. Both sides 
admit it’s a ticklish situation—what 
with costs so high for producers and 
| exhibitors alike. 





MONO SETS ‘JOHNSON 
SILVER ANNI DRIVE’ 


St. Louis, March 15. 

A campaign for the sale of $5,500,- 
000 of product before Jan. 14, 1939 
was launched by Monogram Pictures 
here last week at an all-day confab 
of franchise holders and execs at the 
Coronado hotel and the goal set as a 
testimonial for the 25 years spent 
in the picture field by President Ray 
W. Johnson. The suggestion made by 
John Mangham of Atlanta, was well 
received by franchise holders and 
Eddie Golden, general sales man- 
ager, has been designated as the head 
of the ‘Johnson Silver Anniversary 
Drive.’ 

Scott R. Dunlap, v.p. in charge of 
production, announced that the 1958- 
39 output will include 42 productions, 
26 of which will be dramas and 16 
westerns. Complete details 
pics will be revealed at the Mono- 
gram sales convention at the Nether- 
lands Plaza hotel 
April 24-27. 

Flood conditions prevented the at- 





franchise holders. They were How- 
ard Stubbins, Los Angeles, and Mel 
Hulling, San Francisco. Others who 
attended were Joe Felder, New York, 
Sam Rosen, Philadelphia, Harry 
Bachman, Washington, William Onie, 


J.ester Durland, Kansas City, John 
| Mangham, Atlarta, Steve Broidy. 
| Boston, Harry Berkson, Buffalo, 


Henri Elman, Chicago, Sam Schultz, 
Cleveland, John Fraconi, Dallas, Lon 


| Fidler, Denver, L. O. Ringler, De 
Moines, F. E. Judd, Des Moines, Wil- 
liam Hurlburt and Sam Decker, De- | 


troit, Charles Trampe, Milwaukee 

Ben Nathanson, and Charles Weiner, 
| Minneapolis, Ben Welansky, Pitts- 
burzh, Carr Scott, Oklahoma Cits 
and Ed Blumenthal, Dallas. 

The home office delegation includ 
ed prexy Johnson, Leon Fromkes 
| treasurer, Dunlap, Golden and George 
| West. 


claves, for 


rate scale as most have in the past 
Sub-majors, such as Republic and 
Monogram, may also follow the lead 
of the others. 

While motivated this vear 1] : 
by the recession, with the leaning 
strong to regional meetings to be at- 
tended principally by the top men in 


irgely 


sales organizations, the chance that 
annual sales conventions will pa 
as a custom entirely regardless of 


future conditions is strong. Growing 
sentiment against large annual con- 
which men in sales are 
brought from all parts of the coun- 
try and Canada, is attributed to the 
feeling that not only are these con- 
ventions very costly but too 
they turn out to be no more 
vacation parties for delegates. 
$100,000 Printing Jobs 

Majority of the sales conventions 
last year were held in Los Angeles 
Warner Bros., in New York, 
one of the exceptions. In some cases 
all the salesmen have been brought 
to these conventions, the costs run- 
ning into terrific figures. Addition- 
ally, the year books, when elaborate, 
have come closer to $100,000 in cost 
when all the exhibitors really want 
is the season’s schedule of pictures, 
rather than a lot of fancy printing 


often 
than 


Was 


and binding. 
| 


Not all decisions have been 
reached as to what will be done this 
spring and summer when the coming 
(1938-39) schedules are ready for 
announcement, but everywhere the 


| tendency is to favor regional or dis- 


trict manager confabs. Metro, 20th 
Century-Fox and Paramount are vir- 
tually set on regionals at convenient 
points, 
not yet certain, 


LES POWWOW IDEAS 


a 











Metro's Regional Sales Powwows: 


CONVENTIONS in K.C,, It's Announced No More B’s 





WB ‘Sample’ Showings 


Hollywood, March 15 
New idea in trade showings will be 

launched. by Warners around April 

15 when 


tirely of trailers, 


screenings, consisting en 
will be held in key 
cities to give exhibitors a ¢ 
hensive idea as to what they may ex- 
pect in the way of Warners product 

Each program will consist of trail- 
ers plugging at least 12 
forthcoming productions. 


more 


impo! tant 





Klan Argues WB's 
Black Legion Pic 
Libeled the KKK 


Atlanta, March 15 
Motion for dismissal of $113,500 
damage suit by the Ku Klux Klan 
against Warner Bros, Pictures, Inc.. 
and Vitagraph, Inc., involving the 
film, ‘The Black Legion,’ was taken 
under advisement last week by 
Judge E. Marvin Underwood in Fed- 
eral district court. The KKK, in its 
suit filed Aug. 10, 1937, charged a 
violation of a patent on its cross In- 
signia, described as ‘a white cross su- 
perimposed upon a background of 


|red with a black square, enclosing a 


|facture protected by patent. 


| are also leaning strongly in the same | 


direction. UA held regionals 
year, but a national sales convensh 
the year prior. Universal and Mono- 
gram are expected to also sidetrack 
the national meeting idea but Re- 


| public may stick to the old custom 


|of one big 


conclave, holding it in 


| Los Angeles. 


of the! 


in Cincinnati on | 


tendance of only two of the invited | 





REGAN TAKES REPUB. 


last | 


| briefs. 


College Drum Majors Strut for 20- 


TROUBLES TO COURT 


Hollywood, March 15. 
Feud between Phil Regan and Re- 
public studio, brewing for several 
months, has landed in the courts with 


| the actor filing an action for $18,000 


Cincinnati, Robert Taylor, St. Louis, | 


damages, charging breach of con- 
tract. Regan alleges the picture out- 


fit served notice of dismissal, signed 
by Moe J. Siegel, production topper, 
on his agent last. Jan. 15. 


Plaintiff is currently dickering 


with Warners on a straight 40-week 
basis. ‘Singing Cop’ is slated as first 


under new deal. His last picture for 
Republic was ‘Outside of Paradise. 


Roadshowing ‘Sky Pilot’ 


Hollywood, March 15. 
planning to 
here and in New York 
Studio is on deal with Fox West 
Coast to spot film into the Carthays 
Circle after ‘Snow White’ run ar 1 


1.7? +t + y 
Proba ris i 3 A, ) 


Metro is 
‘Test Pilot’ 


roadshow 


red design in the form of a spheroid, 
superimposed upon the center of the 
The suit contended that this 
insignia, ‘or a duplicate, imitation o1 
simulation thereof,’ was worn by two 
principal characters in ‘Legion.’ 
Kluxers also charged that dialog 
in pic contained this reference to 
Klan, ‘Are we in for another reign 
of terror by a new Ku Klux Klan?’ 
Original petition alleged pic wa 
shown in 54 cities throughout coun- 
try and asked $250 for each time it 
was shown, plus $100,000 damages. | 
Unique angle brought out at hear- 
ing on the motion was plaintiff's 
claim that incorporation of photo- 
graphs of Klan insignia in pic con- 
stituted a patent infringement, 
whereas defendants contended there 
must be sale of an article of manu- 
They 
maintained taking and exhibition of | 


cross.’ 


; , |photographs of a ‘ticle 
while RKO, United Artists | gee patented articl 


'and Warner Bros., 


could not he construed as sale of 
the article. 

Judge Underwood allowed both 
sides until Saturday to file amend- | 
ments to the bill and five days | 
additional for either side to file 
He declared that if no statu- 
tory law covering the case could be 
found, court would have to rule by 
analogy with the common law. 


CO-ED PRANCE 








Fox’s ‘Alex’ 


Hollywood, March 15. 

Local femme drum majors have 
been lined up by 20th-Fox for a| 
speciality in ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band.’ Sequence was written around 
the Irving Berlin song, ‘My Walking 
Stick.’ 

Betty Brown and Marjorie Wood- | 
worth, U.C.L.A. co-eds; Jetsy 
Posthuma, Pasadena Rose tourney 
band; Ruth Gifford, Pasadena Junio: 
College; Betiy Garrison, Hunt ngton | 
Park band; Barbara Finch, Compton 
Junior College; Rosalie Wilson. Loy- 
ola University, and Jeanne Le Boeutf. 
Pasadena Elks band, are among tho 


signed. Ethel Merman leads the 
drill. 


20th-Fox Drops Two 
Hollywood, March 15 ! 

Contracts of Rochelle Hudson an 
Dixie Dunbar will not be renewed 
by 20th-Fox at expiration of current 
yption periods. 

Both will check off the lot uns: 
ompletion of 
ments. 


their present a 





Kansas City Marc! 15 
Metro - Goldwy.: - Mayer’ sp ; 
sales sessions got underway here t 
week with a two-day m 
tended by home 
distfict 


‘eting at- 


office official 


managers. Other meetings to 
follow are: San Francisco, March 19- 
20; Chicago, March 24-25, and Ne\ 
York, March 27-28. Attendee 
told that M-G will release 52 pro- 
ductions in 1958-59, of which 36 will 
be wvig-budget releases 
Promotions announced 


Wolf, Boston branch 


be district manager of 


4 


were Mor- 
manager, to 


> 


i. ; 
Boston-Ne 


Haven territory, and John J. Ma- 
loney, Pittsburgh branch manager 
to be district manager of the Cleve 


and-Pittsburgh-Cincinnati territo 
Metro also pronounced the death 
ntence on ‘B’ films on it 1938-39 
nregram of 52. pictures. Metro's 
financial and physical resources wilt 
be yushed to further this plan, ac- 
cording to the announcement 
Of the total 52 on schedule. 36 will 
the big-budget, big-star value 
class. All the others will be on a 
liding seale of production expendi- 
ture. but produced without 
watching, purse-string pulling or 
other siinting on story requirements 
All the product will be designed for 
first run class ‘A’ theatres. Change 
of heart is based on observation of 
experiences at the box office 
last few years, says Metro. 
Those attending the K. C. meeting 
were Al Lichtman, W. F. 
KE. M. Saunders, T. J. Connors, Si 
Seadler, A. F. Cummings, FE. W. 
Aaron, W. R. Ferguson, E. K. O'Shea, 
C. E. Kessnith, G. A. Hickey, R. 
Lynch, J. E. Flynn, H. P. Woltberg, 
J. J. Maloney, M. N. Wolf, S. A. Shir- 
ley, Frank C. Hensler and W. F 
Hayner. Divisional meetings will be 
in hands of Rodgers. 


| 
e Nn 


clock 


over 


todgers 


WB’S SEARS DRIVE UP 
307, OVER NORMALCY 


Billings and collections on the 16- 
week Grad Sears’ sales drive in Ware 
ner Bros., which ends April 16, longs 
est push in the history of the 
company, are running 30% highec 
than they ever have been. : 

Last week carried a special prize 
of $500 on collections, Mickey Isman, 
Montreal branch manager, grabbing 
it off. Prizes on the whole Warner 
drive are split into six districts, 
which are broken down into lesser 
prizes for branch managers, sales- 
men, and others, first time this has 
oeen done, 

On top of the Sears push, Warner 
Bros. is making May the Morris 
Month, for a foreign sales campaign 
dedicated to Sam E. Morris, foreign 
ales head. 


Hollywood, March 15 

Gradwell Sears, Warners distribu- 
tion chief, is due for another Coast 
visit, with his departure from 
York currently set for March 25. He 
will be accompanied by Sam Schnei- 
der, Carl Leserman and Mort Biu- 
menstock, 

Group will look 
readied for the Sears Sales 
and will huddle with Jack 
and Hal Wallis on the 


New 


over product 
Dri ve, 
Warner 


production 


| setup for the 1938-39 season. 





AND NOW PICTURES 
Hollywood, March 15 


Donald O'Connor, member of a 
family long on the vaude and lezit 
stages, has been signed by alae 
mount, and is slated for a buildup 

His first screen role will be in ‘Sing 
You Sinners,’ which feat +s Bing 
Crosby and Fred MacMurray, and 


*t to roll March 25 


It's Your Move, Dave 


Hollywood, March 15 
David Niven h moved over > 
Nih-Fo on Jo from Samuel Golde 
n, t ead tne unporting cnst in 
Three Blind Mice.’ in which Lore 
1 Young and Joel McCrea have the 
; in Seite ] is 
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UMPT 0 Prez Urges Arbitration, 
Rather Than Suits, to Settle Tiffs 


————— 


Philadelphia, March 15. 

Exhibs were urged this week by 
Lewen Pizor, prez of United Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners, to sign the 
voluntary arbitration clauses 1n eX- 
hibition contracts and to endeavor to 
obtain such clauses from distribs who 
don’t regularly have them printed 
in their binders. 

With another exchange-exhib 
looming over RKO’s demand fo1 50% 
on ‘Snow White,’ following long 
drawn-out Paramount battle of last 
fall. Pizor made a plea for a return 
10 the arbitration boards which kept 
peace in Philly back in 1927 

‘During the time the boards func- 
tioned.’ Pizor said, ‘there was a no- 
ticeable improvement in the relation- 
ship between exhibitors and distribu- 
tors. A more harmonious feeling was 
created and a closer bond of co- 
operation welded. The work of the 
arbitration board here was outstand- 
ing.’ 

After distribs discontinued partici- 
pating in the arbitration boards, 
Pizor declared, a period of chaos fol- 
lowed, with neither distrib or exhib 
sure of where he was heading. Dis- 
putes were numerous, hard feelings 
grew and lawyers prospered as ques- 
tions were thrown to the courts for 
Geiermination. There was another 
short period of peace under the NRA | 
code authority. 

‘There is no need for Governmen- 
tal interference or litigation in the 
courts,’ Pizor said. ‘There are many 
problems resulting in disputes which 
cannot be solved nor determined by 
reference to the contract. The law | 
courts are merely for the purpose of 
enforcing agreements. We must have | 
a body to whom we may turn for un- 
biased settlement of problems that | 
do not come within the four corners 
of the contract. This builds co-opera- | 
tion and confidence. 

‘When a dispute arises, disputants 
should submit it to a local board. In | 
case the decision of this board isn’t | 
satisfactory, there should be a na- 
tional board to whom appeals may 
be taken.’ | 


CONSOLIDATED FILM’S | 


| 


$605,755 NET FOR 1937 


| 

Consolidated Film Industries | 
showed net earnings for 1937 of | 
$605,755, after deducting all charges | 
and payment of taxes, as against | 
$919,515 for the preceding year. In- | 
come represented earnings equiva- | 
lent to $1.51 on each preferred share | 
as compared with $2.30 per share in | 
1936. Company’s statement to stock- | 
holders revealed that volume of 
sales were slightly in excess of what 
they were in 1936, increased cost of 
materials, labor outlay in salaries 
and higher taxes materially trimmed 
the operating profit. 

Consolidated put $902,100 into | 
stock of Republic Pictures as an in- | 
vestment during 1937. Indicated | 
that this was justified in view of | 
business done by Republic with Con. | 

| 


fight 


| 











Film and that the company (Repub- | 
lic) took in $4,076,102 in distribution 
of its pictures in 1937. This was | 
tabbed gross income. | 

Consolidated Films Co. consoli- | 
dated earned surplus as of Dec. 31, 
1937, was listed at $4,478,180. This 
showing was made despite $200,000 | 
paid out on preferred stock during | 
the past year. | 


Par to Aim ‘Knights’ 
For the British Market 








Hollywood, March 15. 

Current importance of the British 
market, in view of shriveling trade 
for American films in other lands, 
has decided Paramount to ready for 
production the King Arthur legend, 
*Knivhts of the Round Table.’ Albert 
Lewin will produce, with Henry 
Hathaway directing. Picture will be 
kiven one of the year’s heaviest 
budeets. 

Talbot Jennings is at work on the 
which will be treated in such 
& way as to carry on all-star cast. 

Toss in the Cactus 
Hollywood, March 15. 

Monroe Shaff has been assigned 
by Republic to write an origina! 
stoi n which Republic will feature 
the Ti:ree Mesquiteers as their first 

! -Uon for the new season. 
William Berke will produce. 


£Ci ipt, 








+ ieee 


Reefer Film Banned | 


Philadelphia, March 15. 
Special board of three clergymen 
named by Gov. Earle to decide 
whether the film, ‘The Use of Mari- 








juana Weed,’ shall be shown in 
Pennsy, turned digits floorward on 
the film vesterday. Clergymen were 
chosen by Earle after the Censor 
Board asked him to rule on whether 
picture should be approved. When 
appointing the one-pic jury, Earle | 
aid: ‘Unless they agree unanimously 
hat the film discourages the use o 
marijuana I will not allow it to be | 
show n, 

‘There is a grave question involved 


here: Does the film encourage or dis- | 
courage the use of the drug? If just; 
one of the three jurors sees a possi- | 
bility of the picture encouraging the 
use of marijuana, it will not be 
shown in Pennsylvania.’ 
Film has already been 
New York. Producers 
teaches a moral lesson, 
been condemned by crix for 


mixed in 

claim it 
but it has 
its lurid 
scenes. 


— 


6 ANTI-AMUS. BILLS 
KILLED IN COMMITTEE 


Albany, N. Y. March 15. 

A half dozen bills which would 
have hit show business were killed 
by Assembly committees last week 
in the slaughter which precedes the 
taking over of all legislation by the | 
rules committee. Among the meas- 
ures knifed were the Rossi bill re- 
quiring a matron for every 35 chil- 
dren admitted to picture theatres un- 
der city laws; the Rossi and Flynn 
bills making it unlawful to sell tick- 
ets when seats therefore are not 
available; the Justice and Andrew 
acts requiring equal rights for all 
persons in places of public accommo- 
dation, including theatres; the Moran 
bill increasing the per-foot tax on 
films submitted for censoring by the 
motion picture division of the state 
education department and several 
radio measures. The Crews full- 
crew ‘safety’ operators bill, affecting 
first class cities, went to rules com- 
mittee. 

The Rossi, Flynn, Justice and An- 
drews bill met with opposition from | 
theatrical interests. The Andrews act 
was considered the tightest drawn 
and most stringent of any equal- 
rights - in - public - places legislation 
ever introdced at Albany. Assem- 
blyman Andrews is a Negro, as is 
Assemblyman Justice; both repre- 
sent Harlem districts. 

The Rossi and Moran bills failed 
to get out of committee last year. 
Assemblyman Justice unsuccessfully 
sponsored an equal rights bill in 
1937. A measure similar to the Flynn 
act was defeated in 1936. 








Balancing Crosby, Lilke 
In Par’s ‘Rhythm’ Revise 


Hollyweod, March 15. 

Paramount has assigned Producer 
George Arthur to revise ‘Doctor | 
Rhythm,’ Bing Crosby starrer which 
Emanuel Cohen filmed as the finale | 
on his recently-settled indie pro- 
ducing contract. Company execs are 
considering the expenditure of 
$150,000 for additional scenes which 
Adolph Zukor and William LeBaron 
feel are necessary for a smoother 
continuity and better balance be- 





} into situation on 


| Laughton is 





tween Crosby and Beatrice Lillie in | 


ithe footage turned over by Cohen. 


Picture will be given a sneak pre- 


view before studio tops make final | ~ n , . 
ro for Progressive Pictures. 


decision on parts to be reshot. 





Hollywood, March 15. 
Metro has signed Chester Franklin 
to direct a series of mystery action 


dramas. He jis now collaborating 
with Leonard Lee on the _ initial 
script. 


Cast toppers picked for the first 


‘will be carried through entire setup. 


HENIE BACK TO FILM WORK 

Sonja Henie left Sunday (13) .or 
the Coast to immediately prepare for 
a new musical at 20th-Fox. 

S. R. Kent, John D. Clark and 
Charles E. McCarthy, 20th execu- 
| tives, left Friday (11) for Coast pro- 


duction-sales huddles., 


| Metro’s Feature Cartoon 


Hollywood, March 15. 
Harry Hirshfield, syndicate comic 
strip artist, has checked in at Metro 
as new boss of the cartoon film de- 





| partment. Deal was set by Al 
| Lichtman. 
His most important task, after 


shorts schedule, will be to put into 
production a feature-length cartoon. 
Personnel of Metro’s cartoon bureau, 


| 
i 
| 


now numbering more than 100, will | young head, to be sure, 


be increased. 


| creator of such comic 


Kabibble Kabaret. 


and 


Uncie Sam May Go 
After Laughton’s Eng. 
Film If Released in U.S. 


Distribution of ‘Vessel of Wrath,’ 
first feature Charles Laughton has 
made in some time, may 
down the wrath of the Internal Rev- 
enue department on the English 
actor if the picture is distributed in 
the U. S., as planned. Laughton 
the U. S. Government coin on 
tax account. 
Revenue division 
this picture because 
reputed to be a stock- 
holder in the company that produced 
‘Wrath.’ Understood that Govern- 
ment would be able to impound per- 
centage of rentals on picture to off- 
set old income tax claim if it can be 


Owes 
old income 
Internal 


' giving new impetus to the animated 


Hirshfeld is best known as the | romance taken over 
features as 
| Abie the Agent, Desperate Desmond 


| . 
besides being Deanna’s mother. 


coat. and in a metal cloth dress with a 
: 


bring | 


enters | pe 
oblivion before the picture 


| ers and is allotted a bit of sophisticated love 
| mike bit with Hope and is also an ‘ex-wife.’ 


| look the Words,’ 
| in the middle right down to the high girdle. 


established that Laughton is a stock- | 


holder in the producing outfit. 

Film, reviewed in this issue from 
London, is billed as a Mayflower 
(Erich Pommer-Charles 
Production, for Associated 
Cinemas release. 


MUNI TAKES FOURTH 
CRACK AT ‘SEA WOLF’ 


Hollywood, March 15. 

has been tentatively 
scheduled as Paul Muni’s next as- 
signment at Warners. He is due 
here April 15 after a European tour. 

Three versions of ‘Sea Wolf’ have 
been made, the first having been 
released by Paramount in 1920. Ince- 
Triangle issued a remake in 1925, 
and the Fox Company did it with 
sound in 1930. 


British 








‘Sea Wolf’ 





Colleen Moore to Retire 
And Aid Child’s Career 


Albany, March 15. 

Colleen Moore, star of silent pic- 
tures and traveling for the past three 
years with her $500,000 ‘Doll House,’ 
exhibited in department stores, etc., 
under tieups with local civic and 
charitable organizations, announced 
here that she would quit touring 
April 15 and would return to Chi- 
cago. Miss Moore will give her full 
time to the care of a seven-year-old 
daughter and a 14-year-old son. The 
daughter, Judy, wants to carve out a 
career in radio. 

Miss Moore, who had no ambitions 
to go back to Hollywood, said her 
father, Charles R. Morrison, and 
her brother, Cleeve Morrison, will 
continue to travel with the ‘Doll 
House.’ They have been on the road, 
Morrison, Sr., superintending 


tle.’ The ‘construction’ process usu- 
ally takes eight hours. In the three- 
year ,aunt about the country not a 
single miniature has been broken nor 
a single costly piece lost. 


SCRIPTING THEIR OWY 
Hollywood, March 15. 
Nicholas Barrows and Robert Sin- 





|clair have been signed by Ben Ju- 
|cells to script their original, ‘Step- | 


mother,’ which Lon Young will pro- 


Initialer on Progressive’s sched- 
|ule, ‘Delinquent Parents,’ got under 


|way last week at Grand National | 


studios, with Melville Shayer pro- 
;ducing, Nick Grinde directing. Cast 
; includes Doris Weston, Helen Mac- 
Kellar, Richard Tucker, Marjorie 


Reynolds, Virginia Brissac and Theo- 
| dore von Eltz. 
| HOLD ’EM, PETE 
Hollywood, March 15. 
E. L. (Curley) Lambeau, coach of 
the Green Bay Packers. pro football 
team, 
Smith at Metro on idea of 
briefie featuring eleven as a sequel 
to last year’s ‘Pigskin Champions.’ 
Five-year deal may be set for one 
picture a year, 





the | 
packing and rebuilding of the ‘cas- | 


Laughton) | 


The Girls’ Eye View 


By Marian Squire 





‘Mad About Music’ Tailor-Made Click 


Tailored to the youthful Deanna Durbin’s histrionic measurements, ‘Mad 
About Music’ makes a pleasant interlude for Durbin fans. Her songs suit 
| voice and personality, and situations are fashioned so that she may be both 
| amusing and appealing. 
| For the first time in a Durbin picture, romance enters. It rears a very 
with stammering little Jackie Moran admiring 
distance. The same delicate touch applies to the adult 
by Herbert Marshall and Gail Patrick with a final 
fadeout handclasp to indicate that e\ erything is going to be all right now. 
Arthur Treacher, with his magnificently repressed indignation, a bit with 
| Franklyn Pangborn, Christian Rub and Charles Judels help to keep things 
|from getting too French pastry. . . 
Miss Durbin’s frocks are nearly all bolero type w ith circular swing skirts, 
the flash type, as she’s a famous film star 
Appearances are brief in a long white fox 
hat resembling a feather fan plas- 
This plumage is abandoned for a simple black tailleur 
her career for daughter Deanna and Her- 





|from a proper 


Miss Patrick’s wardrobe is of 


tered over one eye 
when she apparently renounces 
bert Marshall. 

Helen Parrish does a good job of a cat and Marcia Mae Jones, the loyal 


the Swiss school presided over by Nana 


friend, as fellow students 1n 
Bryant and Elizabeth Risdon. 


‘Big Broadcast’s Overplugged Tunes 
Why it took five writers, not including the original author, Frederick 
Hazlitt Brennan, to assemble the jumble of specialties called ‘The Big 
Broadcast of 1938’ is one of those Hollywood question marks. Main attrac- 
tions are the return of W. C. Fields to the fold, and some nice tunes. (By 
the way, is it help to a film to have its hit songs aired almost to 
opens? ) 


any 


With a ship’s concert as an excuse, Bob Hope m. c.’s various entertain« 
interest with one of his three 
‘Honeychile, otherwise Patricia Wilder, does a 
Dorothy Lamour sings ‘You 
wearing a flowing white gown and shirred bodice parted 
With this goes a full-length, 


‘ex-wives,’ Shirley Ross. 


circular cut cape with dark fur collar 

Shirley Ross and Bob Hope vocalize the now highly popular ‘Thanks for 
the Memory,’ Miss Ross wearing a black dress and paillette ascot with one 
of those ‘what next!’ hats—black osprey rising from a tall cone. 

Martha Raye starts ‘That Moon Is Here Again’ in a molded evening 
gown with black feather cape and ends getting tossed about the boat in 


| sequin decorated leotard. 


| 
| 


Leif Erikson is Miss Lamour’s romance, and Lynne Overman—who de- 


| serves a better fate—is brushed off with a couple of insignificant bits. 


Fields manages to be funnier than his material as he roams through the 
picture wreaking havoc wherever he goes. 
The Metropolitan’s Kirsten Flagstad seems to be dragged in by her long 


| blonde locks, to lend an operatic note with a Wagnerian aria, 





; Stage Show's Hi-de-Ho 

Cab Calloway, resplendent in white tie and white tails, pleases the 
Paramount jitter bugs with his Cotton Club orchestra. Calloway is more 
of a scat leader, flinging himself and baton about the stage, as opposed to 
the ultra modern school which directs unobstrusively with the left eyebrow 
or the tip of a little fiinger. 

Warbler Avis Andrews, punctiliously introduced by the leader as 
‘Ah-vees,’ sings in a black lace pointed basque topping yards of trans- 
parent, shell-pink skirt and pink roses in her hair. Switches to henna 
brown tulle with gold belt and gold leaf headband for ‘Juliet’ in ‘Hi-de-ho 
Romeo’—number containing a few lines which could never be used on the 
air. 

Dancing is supplied by the Six Cotton Club Boys, hoofing in immaculate 


, white military outfits, and Stump and Stumpy—who were so highly ap- 


proved opening day (9), they almost had to do a Houdini to get off the 
stage. 


‘Everybody Sing’ Is Mildly Pleasant 


There are so many pleasant people in ‘Everybody Sing,’ it really should 
have been a better picture. Gets off to a good start, but begins to collapse 
in the middle like a neglected souffle. 

Fannie Brice proves that she doesn't have to do ‘Baby Snooks’ or revive 
the old burlesque spring dance in pictures, unless she really wants to, The 
spring dance is done up in a new number called ‘Quainty, Dainty Me’— 
but it was funnier in the old ballet skirt. She can discard all the antics, 
as she’s perfectly capable of wrapping straight comedy up in a neat bundle 
and tying a sailor’s knot in it. 

Billie Burke gushes her feminine inconsistencies in a number of fluffy 
gowns, as the actress-wife of playwright Reginald Owen. She has varying 
degrees of hysterics in a black velvet period gown with sweeping skirt and 
low, square neck, edged with a sheer ruffle, and in a bed jacket composed 
of rows of puffed chiffon and marabou. 

Judy Garland sings in little-girl frocks, a quaint costume and overalls 
—best number is her blackface swing. 

The boy-meets-girl is assigned to Alan Jones, an Italian singing chef or 
cheffing singer, and Lynne Carver, daughter of the playwright-actress 
household. Miss Carver does justice to a nice wardrobe—standouts are a 
dark suit with short fitted jacket, the reverse appliqued in white, a square 
shouldered ermine cape, and a draped white chiffon gown with white fox 
coat. 

Fannie Brice is provided with romance, Adia Kuznetzoff, a basso, as the 
victim of her pursuit. 

Reginald Gardner starts out as a villain, but since no one had decided 
on his exact character, he couldn't make it very clear. And Henry Armetta 
presides over an Italian restaurant with his familiar 54 degree angle walk. 


Knee Deep in Dixie Drawls 


‘Jezebel’ might be retitled ‘Pardon My Southern Accent’ with varying 
degrees of inflection rioting over the Music Hall screen in the Bette Davis 
‘At sunrise, suh’ film. 

Miss Davis keeps hers mechanically correct for the most part, but the 
strain of the whole thing sends her into a sort of blonde Katharine Hep- 
burn monotone. She starts right out with a tenseness and underlying 
tragedy, before anything has actually happened to her, making her crown- 


| ing sacrifice something of an anti-climax. 


George Brent casually abandons his accent. except when he is defend- 
ing Southern Womanhocd or precipitating a duel. which he is called on to 
do frequently and sometimes quite unnecessarily. 


| Henry Fonda, Fay Bainter and Margaret Early are consistent and con- 


is here for confabs with Pete | 
another | 


vincing with the Dixie touch. Margaret Lindsey, being a damyankee, is 
the only one who doesn't have to bother. 
| Miss Davis’ character is fuzzy around the edges, perhaps through no 
fault of her own. The fast switches from flirtatiousness to devotion, from 
orneriness to exalted sacrifice, would try supreme histrionic powers. How- 
ever, Miss Davis does have a touch of smug self-satisfaction in her ex- 
pression even as she voluntarily rides off to almost certain extermination, 
in the yellow fever wagon. 

‘Old Southern Customs 
Southern gentlemen, suh, 
political discussion at the 


are stressed almost beyond endurance—yet two 
are allowed to distress the ladies with a violent 
dinner party, without interference. This in the 


presence of the very ladies, whose slightest annoyance has heretofore been 
a signal for the gentlemen toe choose thei: weapons. 
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nls.-St. 
‘Snow 


Minneapolis, March 15, 

Twin City independent neighbor- 
hood exhibitors’ ranks still are hold- 
ing fast in an_ unofficial ‘strike’ 
against ‘Snow White.’ With the pic- 
ture doing a smash business at the 
Minneapolis and St. Paul Orpheums 
and with theatre owners throughout 
the territory falling all over them- 
selves to buy it, the belief in local 
film circles is that a break in the 
strike will occur any moment and 
then there'll be a scramble to sign 
contracts. However, as yet not a 
single Minneapolis or St. Paul inde- 
pendent theatre has been closed for 





the Disney classic. 

3alking against the 50% demanded | 
for the picture, the independent ex- 
have been adhering to an 
unwritten agreement’ not to buy it 
Leaders of the fight say they’re fear- 


hibitors 
« 


_ | 
ful to have a precedent set. The 
indies admit they probably would 
make more dough with it than or- | 


dinarily, even at the stiff percentage, | 
but they declare it’s a matter of prin- 
ciple that keeps them from buying. | 
If they give in now, they argue, | 
other distributors will come along | 
next selling season and demand 50% 

too, for outstanding pictures and 
then they'll be ‘ruined.’ Besides, they 

contend, the unsatisfactory box of- | 
fice quality of much of the RKO/| 
product of the past several years 
makes the ‘Snow White’ demand all 
the more ‘unreasonable. But with 
the Minnesota Amus. 
mount) and the leading out-of-town 
accounts signed up for the film, the 
local RKO office seems unconcerned 
about the Twin Cityites’ attitude. 

At the Orpheum here the picture 
grossed approximately $18,000 its 
first week and may hit $15,000 its 
second. It will run four weeks here. 

In St. Paul the Orpheum, which 
has been grossing in the neighbor- 
hood of $3.500, ‘Snow White’ copped 
$11,500 its first week. 

Dallas, March 15. 

Bob O'Donnell, v.p. and general 
manager of the Interstate circuit of 
more than 100 houses in the South- 
west, absolutely refused to deal on 
the 50% basis RKO was demanding 
for ‘Snow White.’ He declined to 
budge even when Cress Smith came 
down from New York to apply the 
pressure. Finally the papers were 
signed with the rentals to begin at 


35% running to 50% on a sliding 
scale. 
Day that dickering was finished 


and announcement made that Majes- 
tic in Dallas would open the cartoon 
March 26. 


M-G NICKED $10,000 IN 
SCRIPT THEFT CASE 





Hollywood, March 15. 

David Weissman and Dr. Harry 
Barsha were awarded a $10,000 judg- 
ment against Metro by a superior 
court jury 
against Metro. 
the production of ‘A Day at the 
Races.’ starring the Marx Bros. 

Victory for writers was first of its 
kind at the hands of a California 
jury, only judges having ruled in 
favor of plaintiffs in similar actions 
in the past. Proceedings were based 


‘o. (Para- | 
Co — |for Bernard 
being selected to handle | 





Paul Indies Still Balky On 
White’ 50%; Fear ‘Precedent 





Charlotte K. 0.’s Sundays 


Charlotte. N. C., March 15. 
Charlotte’s Sunday blue 
troversv is a dead issue for at 
eight following ac 


least 
months tion by the 
city council. 

The council voted to table the open 
Sunday debate until the legislature 
can be asked to approve a referen- 
dum on the mooied question. 


| 


Each Would Retain 


law con-| 


The civic body previously had 
voted both for and against the pro- | 
posal. The 1937 legislature refused 


to approve a referendum bill. 


One Attorney To 


Act in All Six 


Suits Vs. Loew's 


Expected that the half dozen mi- 
nority stockholders’ suits filed re- 
cently in N. Y. supreme court 


TAKE 
1 TH 


t 








Local 
Autonomy—IA Prez 
Merely Thinks the ‘One 
Big Union’ Is a Good Idea 


for Pretection 


COLLECTIVE STRENGTH 


Plan of George E. Browne for one 
| big union of all show business work- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| International Alli 


| the IATSE 


}ence to the one big 


against the officers and directors of | ‘ / 
| IATSE membership from the effects 


will be merged into one 
Emil K. Ellis, attorney 
Epstein, originator of 


Loew's, Inc., 
action with 


the suits, 
the entire matter when 
trial. Justice Aaron J. 


it comes to 


}ers does not 


necessarily call for his 
Theatrical 


ance of 


Stage Employees to ‘take over’ the 


performe rs unions nor for any other 
jurisdictional invasion, according to 
prez. On the contrary, 
the idea would be of all such unions 
voluntarily coming into an inclusive 
organization and retaining 
autonomy. 

However, Browne adds, 
does not intend to ‘take 
other union if he can 
is prepared to go to such lengths if 
other union heads refuse to 
ate’ in his plan of 


while he 
over’ any 


adher- 
union idea, He 
insists his only aim in seeking the 
one big union is to protect his huge 


‘voluntary’ 


of possible ‘wildcat’ strikes by some 


of the small but vital (from a pro- | 
groups. He} 


duction standpoint) 


| thinks his plan would also protect 


week reserved decision on the mo- |} 


tion of the plaintiffs to consolidate | 
the action, advising those suing to 
get together on the selection of a; 


| 


general counsel to present the case. | ; i 
to the American Federation of Labor. 


The suits were brought for an in- 


from paving themselves 
salaries and bonuses allegedly out 
of proportion with the estimated 
take of the corporation and its sub- 
sids during the coming fiscal year, 
although the salaries and rake-offs 
were voted at a stockholders’ meet- 
ing last February. Several of the 
plaintiffs also seek an accounting 
of nearly $50,000,000 expended by 
the corporation during the last four 
years. Most of the 14 top execs 


directors 


| who are named defendants have en- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


tered general denials to the charges. 


TOO MANY YOU-ALLS, 
M-G NOT FROM DIXIE 


Hollywood, March 15. 
southern and Civil 





rerdose of 


War pictures now in the making by 
| major studios has caused Metro to 


| shelve ‘The Story of Stephen Evans,’ 
recently-purchased original by Mal- 
Krasna 


was to have pro- 


| duced. 


in their plagiarism suit 


Action was based 0n | Reed script the piece for 


on alleged thefting from the Weiss- 


man-Barasha yarn, ‘High Fever,’ sub- 
mitted to the studio and rejected in 
or 

$75,000 


‘had sued for 





Want Hawks, oon 
For RKO’s ‘Gunga Din’ 


Holly wood, March 15. 

Pandro Berman is angling for the 
loan of James Cagney from Warners 
for the lead in RKO’s_ heavily 
budgeted ‘Gunga Din.’ Another deal 
pending is for Howard Hawks to pro- 
duce and direct. 

So far cast are 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 


Grant, 


Richard Dix 
and Cary 


| Several 


unde} 


First idea was to have Boylan and 
immediate 
production. Instead the pair have 
checked off the lot. 


WB Renews Schlesinger; 


Cartoon Feature Plans 
Hollywood, March 15. 
Warner’s optioned Leon Schlesin- 
ger’s cartoons for another two years 
Norman Moray negotiated the deal, 
while Schlesinger is in the hospital 
to prepare for an operation. 
Contabs length cartoons 
consideration by Schlesinger 
held until arrival here 
Gradwell Sears. 
Philadelphia, March 15 
Mike Angelo, Philly artist, who re 
cently returned after working in 
Disney studios on the Coast, is prep- 
ping a feature-length cartoon of ‘Don 
Quixote.” Now dickering for finan- 
cial aid to get sufficient footage 
drawn to garner major producer 
backing 


on feature 


+ 


won't be 


March 25 of 


forme D 


w 


sney. ar 


working with him 


: | He concedes 
j ‘tio -estra he officers 1 acd ‘ 
junction to restrain the officers and | Guild has a 


| around 7,000, 


| 





Levy last | Such small outfits from each other 


According to Browne, his IATSE 
has a total enrollment of 
110,000. Of that number, 
paid-up members upon 


72,000 are 
which the 


International pays a per-capita tax | 


that the Screen Actors 

total 
but argues that the ac- 
tual membership on which a per 
capita tax is paid amounts to only | 
about 2,500 players. On that basis, 
he rates the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America membership at 
about 6,000 total. 


Protecting 72,000 Members 
To Browne’s way of thinking, his 
72,000 members should be protected 


| from the risks of unemployment due 


to a possible strike by a mere 2,500 
workérs, Further, he claims that the 
combined number of film writers and 


directors amounts to only about 300 | 


or 400 persons. Yet those few, be- 


| cause their functions are particularly 


| 
icolm Stuart Boylan and Tom Reed. 
| Norman 


vital to the industry, could tie up the 


whole works if they walked out, he | 


says. 


because of their importance in pro- 
duction, throwing 72.090 IATSE mem- 
bers out of work strikes Browne as 
ludicrous. He says his duty as IATSE 
prez is to protect his members from 
such danger. 

What Browne proposes is a fairly 


| cohesive federation of all show busi- 


; ness 


| all the show biz unions. 


workers, retaining the AFL 
craft union idea, but gaining the ad- 
vantage of the CIO vertical setup. 
According to his plan, there would 
be a council of representatives from 
That coun- 
cil would study, confer and agree on 
all questions involving the members 
of any union included and each union 
would agree not to strike unless the 


council had authorized such action 
In that case the entire federation 
would strike in a single movement. 


It is Browne's idea that such a 
policy would not only strengthen 


each union involved by giving it the 


added backing of al! the other unions, 
but would protect the various union 
from being hit by each others strikes 


He does not reveal whether the vari- 
ous unions would vote according to 
their membership strength or a 
single units, but presumably their 
voting power would be proportionate 
to their numerical strength 
According to that view, the IATSE 
which admittedly outnumber the 
Four A’s and busine 


unions, would dominate the federa- 


otner snow 


tion affairs. 
B: Vi ne’s state nent tnat eacn union 


avoid it, he} 


‘cooper- | 


around | 


enrollment of | 


Possibility of any such small group, | 


VFR’ Actors Guild in Lone Move For 
I7SF Basic Agreement Revise by Prods. 


Others Mark Time Til Biz Improves 


Hollywood, March 15 
Screen Actors Guild is the only 
studio craft that will press demands 
April 1 for reopening of present 


basic agreement with the producers. 
Actors are debating the advisability 
of seeking a wage tilt and shorter 
hours for extras, but major negotia- 
| tions are certain to be based on im- 
| proved working conditions for free- 
lance and day players. 
Ten-year agreement be 


Studio Union 
— Negotiations 


tween the 





their local | 


Not Yet Begun 


terms 
year be- 
unions 
five-year 


Although negotiations on 
and conditions for each 
tween producers and 
tory to the basic 
agreement are usually 
New York in March, no dates are 
known to have been set when the 
various parties will get together this 
|spring. George E. Browne, presi- 
dent of the International Alliance 
|of Theatrical Stage Employees 
reached New York during the past 
week, but Pat Casey, who represents 
producers, has not notified his N. Y. 
| office when he is due in. 
| Conferences under the five-year 
| basic agreement are expected to get 
{under way before the end of the 
month, however, either in the east 
or in Los Angeles. It has been re- 
| ported this year’s negotiations may 
be handled from the western end. 

Under the studio basic agreement, 
which has two more years to go, 
terms, working conditions, etc., are 
set annually with the big interna- 
tionals signatory to the pact, includ- 
ing the I. A., the American Federa- 
por of Musicians, Carpenters, Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers and the Painters. 


SHORT COIN STALLS 
TORRES’ PIC WASHUP 


signa- 
studio 








Hollywood. 

Whether Miguel C., 
producer,, finishes 
an English 


March 15. 

Torres, indie 
his production of 
version of ‘Maximilian 


and Carlotta needing only four 
more days of shooting, depends on 
his ability to raise another $7,000, 
due cast members in back salaries. 
If he succeeds, an unnamed bank- 
roller stands ready to put up the 
$10,000 necessary to complete the 


production. 
Filming on the production, which 
has Conrad Nagel and Lionel Atwill 
prominently cast. was halted a month 
ago. Screen Actors Guild demanded 
that back wages be paid before per- 
mitting its members to return to 
work. 
Creditors 


clude 


numbering about 35. in- 
Talisman Studio, C. King 
Charney and Consolidated Lab. 


Robert Sinclair to Coast: 
Contract with LeRoy 


Sinclair, legit and 


> , 
tobert 


film di- 


rector, has gone to the Coast under 
contract to Mervyn LeRoy. Ticket 
calls for him to spend six months a 
year with Metro and six months east 
to stave Iegits. 

His wife, Jane Buchanan, stays in 
‘The Star Wagon,’ at the Empire, 


balance of the run. 

Will go to Hollywood for the 
ummer. Next season's legit plans 
of both Sinclair and Miss Buchanan 
are indefinite 

| Di: rector recently sta 

ithe Waltz’ for Mux Gord 


N » = for the 


started in} 


actors and producers provides con- 


tract may be reopened once a yeal 
on April 1. While various changes 
may be proposed by either side. ar- 
bitration is limited to wi.iges and 
working hour 


Other studio organizatisns, in 
cluding the International Alliance of 
Theatiracl Stage Employees, Studio 
Transportation Drivers Local 399, 
International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers and United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America Local 946 are exneccted to 
defer negotiations until en 
situation has 
studios have 
or2aniz: 

Labor tops 
time, April 1, 


to press demands tor wage in- 


ployment 

improved and major 
completed financial re- 
itions and pet 


sornel changes 
generalivy agree that 
will not be opportune 


|}creases. They believe their chances 
|of success will be better if pro- 
ducer-labor basic agreement con- 
ferences scheduled for New York 
| April 1 are delayed until late in 
the spring or early summer. 


| Favors Later Meetings 
Dan J. Tobin, 
ident of the 
' here 


international pres- 
teamsters union, was 
last week and discussed the 
situation with Pat Casey, producer 
labor contact; Dave Beck, western 
organizer for teamsters, and Joseph 
P. Tuohy, head of Local 399. Re- 
ported Tobin was inclined to have 
conferences deferred until later in 
the year. 

Robert 


Montgomery, president of 
the SAG, and Kenneth Thompson, 
executive secretary, are now busy 
working with the SAG board of di- 
rectors in an effort to find a satis- 
factory plan for reducing member- 
ship of extras. Closed shop has 
been declared on extras and books 
closed to further membership ap- 
| plications, but Guild has more than 
| 10,000 junior members, with work 
| 


|for less than 2,000 extras. Casual 
players and others who become de- 
linquent in dues will be dropped 
from rolls to provide more work 
for regular players who. derive 
their livelihood from film industry. 

Nominations for election of offi- 
cers of the Junior SAG close Fri- 
day (18). A president, first vice- 
president, second v.p. and secretary- 
treasurer will be selected from the 
33 directors to be elected by the 
rank and file on April 10. Eleven 
of the directors will be named for 
|a three-year term, 11 for two-year 
term and 11 for one year. 

Jack Cheatham and Charles Dru- 
bin have been appointed — studio 
checkers for the SAG. They will 
aid present staff which has been 
working from 12 to 16 hours daily. 

Go After 

Drive to sign up independent 
| producers will be started this week 
by Society of Motion Picture Film 
Editors. Editors and cutters now 
have control with major studios 
calling for minimum salary of $75 
for editors on shorts and $100 for 
features, but few of the indies have 
inked agreements. Work will be di- 
rected by Felix Cunningham, at- 
torney for Society. 

Jack Holen has been named pres- 
ident of the federal credit union of 
Motion Picture Painters Local 644 
James Forbes is v.p., Major Bruce 
Birdwood treasurer, and Gene Price, 
clerk. Members of the credit com- 
mittees are Jame Canfield, Fred 
West and William Young. 

The board of directors is com- 
posed of Herbert Sorrell, business 
representative of the painters:. Lou 

3randon, Jack Holen, Adolph Car- 
tens, Jame Forbe Bruce Bird- 
Gene Price Loans will! 
to members of Local 399 


mas meeting of tudio unem- 





Indies 


wood and 
be made 
A 
ployed will be held March 21 at 
Carpenters Hall. Hollywood and 


downtown merchants and members 


of womens’ auxiliaries have been 
invited to attend. Preliminary re- 
ports oO survey of employment 
situation will be made and plans 
discussed for providing more jobs 


‘for idle worker 
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Trade Holds Upi in LA. Despite Flood, 
Lent: Durbin’s$25,000, 2 Spots, Leader, 


Sally’ 226, ‘Gold 


Los Angeles, March 15. 

Most grosses locally on the current 
week are leaning to the profit side, 
despite Lent and flood aftermath, 
which is still keeping quite a few 
poter ntial customers out of the the- 
atres Deanna Durbin pic, ‘Mad 
About Music,’ is town's topper, and 
should hit combined at the 
Pantages and RKO. 

‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ is 
for profitable returns at the State- 
Chinese, while ‘Gold Is Where You 
Find It’ is doing okay for itself at 
the WB day-dates. Only disappoint- 
ment on the week is ‘Romance in the 
Dark’ at the Paramount. Both of 
town’s two-a-day roadshows, ‘Snow 
White’ and ‘Old Chicago,’ continue to 
play to profitable takes, but end is 
near, with each already using ‘final 
weeks’ lure in newspaper space. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
83-$1.10-$1.65)—‘Snow Whit’ (RKO) 
(12th week). Final weeks being ad- 
vertised, although no definite closing 


headed 


date so far set. Trade up a bit this 
week, after storm hurts previous 
week for okay $7,800. 

Chinese (Grauman-Fox) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75)—Sally, Irene, Mary’ 
(20th) and ‘Dangerous to Know’ 
(Par), dual. Started briskly, but wi 4 
not display unusual  sirength 
$9,500, fair. Last week ‘Merrily We 
Live’ (MG) and ‘Paradise for Three’ 


(MG), despite opening day washout, 
finished to strong $12,300. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- | 
65)—‘Gold’ (FN) and ‘Penrod and | 
Twin Brother’ (WB), dual. Should | 
wind up with very good $10,500 and 
holds. Last week ‘Slight Case Mur- | 
der’ (WB) and ‘Sergeant Murphy’ 
(WB), okay $9,800. 

Feur Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-$1.10- | 
$1.65)—‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (9th 
week). Dropping slowly, but will 
likely stick around few more weeks, 
as take still on profit side. Eighth | 
week ended with $3,100. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 30-40-55- 
§5 \—Gold’ (FN) and ‘Penrod’ (WB). 
dual. Running aside its day- dater | 
(Downtown ), $10,500 and holds. Last | 
week ‘Slight Case Murder’ (WB) and | 
‘Sergeant Murphy’ (WB) very nifty | 
$11,500. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Adventure’s End’ (U) and 
‘Swing Your Lady* (WB), dual and 
vaudeville. Trade about normal with 
around $7,600 in sight. Last week | 
‘Scandal Street’ (Par) and ‘Spy Ring’ | 
(U), so-so $7.300. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 30-40-55)— 
“Mad About Music’ (U) and ‘Mid- 
night Intruder’ (U), dual. House is 
throwing in a preview for tonight 


(Tues.), so looks cinched for $13.000. | 


Certain to stay two to three weeks. 
Last week, ‘Bringing up _ Baby’ 
(RKO) and ‘Squadron of Honor’ 
(Col) (third wk. of four days), very | 
good $5,000. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3.595; 30- | 
40-55 )—Romance in Dark’ (Par) and 
stage show. Couple of previews | 
thrown in for assistance but no dice | 
and goes after five brutal days, 

7,200. ‘I Met My Love Again’ (UA). 
replace today (15). Last week. 
second stanza of ‘Big Broadcast’ 
(Par). failed to hit expectations for 
fair $1,300. 

RKO (2.872: 
About Music’ 
truder’ (U), dual. 
its day-dater 
$12,000, big. 


30-40-55) ‘Mad 


(Pantages) 
Last week, 


for likely 
four-day 


third wk. of ‘Bringing Up Baby’ 
(RKO) and ‘Squadron of Honor’ 


(Coy) very satisfactory $4,500. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 
75)—Sallv, Irene. Mary’ (20th) and 
‘Dangerous to Know’ (Par), dual. 
Hitting nifty stride, no trouble doing 
neat $12.500. Last week, ‘Merrily We 
Live’ (MG) and ‘Paradise for Three’ 
(MG). $11,800. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) 
30-40-55 )—‘Merrily’ (MG) and ‘Para- | 
dise’ (MG), éual. Doing poorly on 
moveover for only $2.600. Last week 
“Baroness and Butler’ (20th) and 
Street’ (UA) just fair $2,900. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296: 30-40-55-65) 
—Merrily’ (MG) and ‘Paradise’ 
(MG), dual. Bevhills crowd going 
strons for Connie Bennett onus for 
excellent $6,700. Last week “Baron- 
ess and Butler’ (20th) and ‘52nc¢ 
Street’ (UA), just topped $6.400. 


West, Crawford, Each 
Solo, $3,000, Lincoln 


March 15 


(2.100; 


L eatin 


‘Snow White’ is the h. 0. news and 
going into the Orpheum for an ex- 
tension of the $8.060 10-day run at 
the Stuart. which was excellent. Pic 
has run itself out. however, and 
pect dy Little possibility itll gather 
much een 

Mae st has nothing against her 
and th prod high school basket Ball 


fournev in town helps 
Estimates for This Week 


Kiva (Noble) (440: 16-15)—*Mak- 


(U) and ‘Midnight In- | 
Will finish under | 


‘S2d | 


216, ‘Romance Out 





+ 


ing Headlines’ (Col) and ‘Glamourous 
Night’ (Rep). Okay, $1,000. Last 
week. ‘Little Miss Roughneck’ (Col) 
and ‘Who: Killed Gail Preston’ (Col), 
fair, $900. 

Liberty (Cooper) (1,200; 
‘Dinner at Ritz’ (20th) and ‘Slave 
Ship’ (20th) split with ‘Night Club 
Scandal’ (Par) and ‘God’s Country 
(WB). Good enough, $1,000. Last 
week, ‘West of Rainbow’ (Mono) and 
‘Born to Dance’ (MG) split with 
‘Born to West’ (Par) and ‘Elephant 
Boy’ (UA), oke $950 

Lincoln (Cooper) (1,600; 10-20-25) 
—Every Day’s Holiday’ (Par). 
Strong, and will get $3,000 or better. 
Last week, ‘Love and Hisses’ (20th) 
went foxy and fancy to $3,000. 


10-15) 


Orpheum (Cooper) (1,350; 10-15- 
20-25-40 )—Snow White’ (RKO). 
Will slack off sharply here, about 
$1,000 for the four days set. Last 
week, ‘Last Gangster’ (MG), single 
featured and a complete surprise, | 


running up a $2,300, very good. 
Stuart (Cooper) (1.900; 10-25-40)— 

‘Mannequin’ (MG). In for five days 

and righting the sked broken by the 


‘Snow White’ extension. May get} 
$3.000, good. Last week, for 10 days, | 
‘Snow White’ a whammo *, 000. 


DURBIN $12,000: 


| strong 


BUFFALO FAIR 


Buffalo, March 15, 


‘Snow White’ in its second week at | 
|the Lakes is still grossing top drawer 
| figures for this period, although the 


| gross represents only about half of 


|the first week’s record peak. ‘Mad | 
|Lafayette for what should be 
| three-week engagement. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,600: 35-40-60 )— | 
‘Merrily We Live’ (MG). Looks to | 
'do only $9,000, poor. Last week, 
\‘Big Broadcast’ (Par), down to only 
| fair $11,000. 

Century (Shea) (3.400; 25-35)— 
‘Radio City Revels’ (RKO) and ‘Dou- 
|ble Danger’ (RKO). Business not 
bad, with over $7,000 indicated. Last 
| week ‘Bordertown’ (WB) (reissue) 
} (2d run) and ‘Crashing Hollywood’ 
(RKO), nice takings at $7,700. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 35-50) 


another 


| with vaude. 
| an average $2,400. 


| phone Operator’ 


| 


| 


| About Music’ is shooting high at the | $5,500. 


| 





—‘Snow White’ (RKO) (2d week). 
|may better $12,000 for second | 
stanza; still seven shows daily. Last | 


| week, takings left nothing to be de- | 


| sired, $24,000. 
|_ Hipp (Shea) (2,400: 30-50)—‘Sally, 
Irene and Mary’ (20th) and ‘Love on 
a Budget’ (20th). Business up some- 
was for probably good $7,000. Last 
| week ‘Of Human Hearts’ (MG) and 
‘Blondes at Work’ (WB), despite 
critic raves, got only $5,800. 
| Lafayette (Ind) (3.400; 25-35)— 
‘Mad About Music’ (U) and ‘Spy 
|Ring’ (U). Fireworks for this one; 
; over $12,000. Last week ‘Prescription 


for Romance’ (U) and ‘Adventures 
| End’ (U), pulled up to satisfactory | 
$6,500, 





Portland, Ore., Strong; 
| ‘Sawyer ’- Doll’ $6, 000 


Peete’, | Ore. March 15. 

| Biz is on the up-and-up, with sec- 
/ond stanzas featured in several of the | 
burg’s leading spots. ‘Snow White’ 
, remains a wow at the Hamrick-Ever- | 
green Orpheum. ‘Mad About Music’ 


is gettin od money f Park Pee” a 
Pug oe oe ge hy cme id (20th) in five days fairly satisfactory | 


| UA in its second week at the house. 
| ‘Bringing Up Baby’ is also held at the 
Paramount. 
Chief new 
Sawver,’ 
er’s Broadway 
Estimates for This Week 
| Broadway (Parker) (2.000; 30-55) 
~—“Tom Sawyer’ (UA) and ‘The Black 
Doll’ (U). Registered well at $6.000. 
Last week, ‘Gold Is Where You Find 
| It? (WB) and ‘Love from a Stranger’ 
! (UA) closed for fair $4,700. 


pic openings is “Tom 


| : 

Mavfair ‘(Parker-Evergreen) (1.- 
| 500: 30-55)—'Wide Open Faces’ (Col) 
|'and ‘Born to the West’ (Par). Doing 


average in this quiet spot for $2,000. 


zast week, ‘Baroness and Butler’ | 
| (20th) and ‘Scandal Street’ (Par) | 
closed a good second week at $1.900, 


following big 

amount. 
Orpheum 

(2.000: 30-55) 


Second week 


first stanza at the Par- 
(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
‘Snow White’ (RKO). 
still a smashing 
cess at $6.700 and may hold 
First week put this house in the 
cally big money with terrifie $10,090 

Paramount 


| (3.000: 30-55)—Bringing Up Baby’ 
| (RKO) and ‘Penrod Ait ‘His Brother’ 
i (WB) Second week and going 





| 
| 
} 





First Runs on Broadway 


Week of March 17 


Mpls. Biz Oke Despite Lent, Taxes: 
‘Snow White I26 2d Wk., Tops Town 





Astor ‘In Old Chicago’ 
(20th) (11th wk). 

Capitol — ‘Merrily We Live’ 
(MGM). 

(Reviewed in Variety, March 2) | 

Criterion ‘Bulldog Drum- 
mond’s Peril’ (Par) (18). 

Globe — ‘Radio City Revels’ 


(RKO) (19). 
Music Hall — 
(2d wk). 
Paramount—'Big Broadca 
1938’ (Par) (2d wk). 


‘Jezebel’ (WB) 


st of 





Rialto—‘Start Cheering’ (Col) 
(15). j 

Rivoli ‘Romance in Dark’ 
(Par) (19). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 16) 

Roxv—'Mad About Music’ (U) 
(2d wk). 

Strand—‘Love, Honor and Be- 
have’ (WB) (19). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 16) 

Week of March 24 

Astor—‘In Old Chicago’ (20th) 
(12th wk). 

Capitel — ‘Merrily We Live’ 
(MGM) (2d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Fools for Scan- 
dal’ «WB). 

Paramount — ‘Bluebeard’s 
Eighth Wife’ (Par) (23). 

Rivoli— Romance in the Dark’ 
(Par) (2d wk), 

Roxy—‘Rebecca of Sunny- 


brook Farm’ (20th). 

(Reviewed in Variety, March 9) 
Strand—‘Over the Wall’ (WB) 

(26). 
(Reviewed 


in current VARIETY) 











at $4,000. First week regis- 
tered a smashing success with $6,000. 


Rivoli (Indie) (1,200; 15-40)— | 
‘Partners in Crime’ (Par) andj 
‘Springtime in the Rockies’ (Rep), | 


Getting across for about | 
Last week, ‘Blos- | 
soms on Broadway’ (Par) and ‘Tele- 
(Mono) with vaude | 

‘hit a high spot for good‘ $2,700. 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- | 


55)—‘Mad About Music’ (U) and} 
‘Arsene Lupin Returns’ (M-G). Sec- | 
ond week getting great results at| 


First week proved a big win- 
ner, $6,500. 


GOLD-BAND 186; 
PITT SAGGING 


Pittsburgh, March 15. 

Three solid days of rain, coming | 
over the weekend, slapped every- 
thing here. Biz was off all nt 
town and it doesn’t look like yet 
much chance of a recovery down the 


home stretch. Even ‘Snow White’ 
on a h.o. is off at the Penn, and will 
be lucky to do half what it did on 
the opening session, 

Stanley is picking up slightly after 
last week’s washout, but ‘Gold Is 
Where You Find It? and Jimmie} 
Lunceford’s band will hardly be up 
to recent sock takes here. Fulton is 








merely marking time with ‘Black 
Doll’ and ‘Outside of Paradise,’ 


waiting for ‘Mad About Music’ to 
pull it back into the money. Alvin 
got away fast with ‘Start Cheering, "| 





| but the musical isn’t holding up oe 


| will 
| Warner isn't doing too badly with | (6th), 


hardly better average, and | 
‘Bulldog Drummond's Revenge’ and 


‘She’s Got Everything..’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-50)— | 
‘Start Cheering’ (Col). House back | 
to singles again for a_ spell 


after 
mess of duals and this one has pros: | 


| pects for $7,000, fair. Last week, re- 
issue of ‘Lives of Bengal Lancer’ 
(Par) and ‘Dangerously ener | 


| — Black 
getting a big play at Park- 

| get 
| has 


Suc | 
longer. | 


(Hamr — Evergreen) | 


at $4,850. 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750: 25-40) | 
Doll’ «U) and ‘Outside of | 
(Rep). Will be lucky to 
the $3,000 mark. 
been waiting for ‘Mad About | 
Music’ (U), which opens tomorrow | 
(Wednesday) for what management 
hopes will be at least a month’s run. | 
Last week, ‘Charlie Chan at Monte 
Carlo’ (20th) and ‘Borrowing Trou- | 
ble’ (20th) pretty good at $3,300. 


Paradise’ 
inside 


45-| 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300: 25- 
50 )—Snow White’ (RKO) (2d | 
week). First time since ‘Top Hat | 
that a picture has been held at this} 


spot; driving 
weekend, 
would have 


downpours hurt it over 
when kids _— ordinarily 

swelled the trade and 
chances are that it won't. better 
$18,000 on the h.o.: and enough to 
send hit to Warner for third stanza, 
but still not up to expectations. L ast | 
week, hit pretty close to $35,000 to 

reach new all-time high here, better- 
ing by five grand previous record | 
set by ‘After the Thin Man.’ 

Stanley (WB) (3.600: 25-40-60)— | 
‘Gold Is Where You Find ft’ 
and Jimonie Lunceford’s 
Pounding out fairly 


(WB) | 
band. 
respectable | 


| nearest competitor, 


night Intruder’ 


|ing of daffy films. 


;are the Circle. 


| Sportsmen's 
jand by 
|at Butler fieldhouse 


|} ished up fourth consecut 


| soo. 





Last week. | 
(Par) 


all right. | 
a Holiday’ 


sross. $18. 000, 
‘Every Day's 


(2.000: 25-40)— | 
"’RKO) and | 


Warner (WB) 
‘She’s Got Everything 


‘Bulldog Drummond's Revenge’ 

(Par). Marquee has a presentable 
array in this dual and names turn-| 
ing the trick to better than $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA?. 
after good week at Penn, had lots of | 
stuff left and clocked pretty close 
to $7,000 in the h.o. seven days. 


MURDER’ $18,000; 
S. F. BIZ N.S. H 


San Francisco, March 15 
‘Snow White.’ in its 
at the Golden Gate theatre, 
approximately $6,000 more than its 
‘A Slight Case of 
which opened at the mam- 
theatre last week to dis- 
appointing biz. However, the 
bined take on ‘Goldwyn Follies,’ 
which is now in its first stanza at the 
United Artists and the New 
bassy, is a little healthier. Biz is 
generally not so good in Frisco. 
Estimates for This Week 
Embassy (Cohen) (1.512; 35-55-75) 
—‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA). Although 
opening was below expectations, In- 
dications of healthy weekend may 
boost the take to $7,500. Last week, 
‘The Rat’ (RKO) and 
(RKO) dived to $4,000. 


second 


Murder,’ 
moth Fox 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000: 35-55-75)— 
‘Slight Case of Murder’ (WB) and 
‘Love, Honor and Behave’ (WB) 


Opened to disappointing biz, but may 
| get $18,000. Last week (2d), ‘Gold Is 
| Where You Find It’ (WB) and ‘Love 
on a Budget’ (20th) suddenly slid to 
$9,000 after a pra start. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 35-55- 
75)—Snow White’ (RKO) and vaude- 
ville (2d week). Still opening at 


‘Windjammer’ | 


and | 

| 
| Barney Rapp orch—Bi lly Gilbert in 
| person brutal at $13,750. 





} 


| 


| 


week | 
will do | 


com- ! 


Em- | 


Minneapolis, March 15, 

Despite the general business des 
‘pression, Lent and income tax paye 
ment time (federal and state), pros« 
perity is in its second successive 
inning at lecai houses. It continues 
in the saddle where it climbed seven 
days ago. 

Although the 
‘The Women,’ is 
|patronage to the Lyceum, 
White’ still is giving a 
|Orpheum box-office performance 
land ‘all-star’ stock burlesque, with 
Ada Leonard, reopens Harry Hirsch’s 
Gayety, the opposition won't be quite 
so tough as in the preceding seven 
| days for the Minnesota and Century, 


legit 
attracting 


stage show, 
healthy 

‘Snow 
sensational 


| However, neither ‘A Yank at Ox- 
|ford’ nor ‘Of Human Hearts,’ at 
| those two houses, is showing much 


| box-office virility. 


‘The Hurricane’ remains for an- 
other seven days, while ‘Birth of a 
Baby’ enjoys a third downtown 
week. ‘Hurricane’ moved from the 
Minnesota to the State, and ‘Baby’ 
from the Lyceum to the Alvin, 
Friday (18) brings one of the com- 
paratively infrequent stage shows 
into the Orpheum—a ‘baitle of 
swing’ between Benny Meroff and 
Charlie Agnew’s bands. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Steffes) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Birth of Baby’ (Skirboll) (3d week). 


i Moved here after two stupendous 
weeks at Lyceum, where it had to 
igive way to prior bookings after 
copping $12,500 the first canto and 
$9,000 the second; starting to slip, 


cated; 


Fair $4,000 indi- 
house was reopened this week, 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900: 15-25) 
—Charlie Chan on Broadway’ (20th) 
and ‘Prescription for Romance’ (U), 
dual first runs, split with ‘Daughter 


which isn’t strange; 


of Shanghai’ (Par) and ‘Sergeant 
Murphy’ (WB), also dual first runs, 


Headed for good $1,200. 
‘Women in Prison’ 


Last week 
(Col) and ‘Change 


|of Heart’ (20th), dual first runs, split 
with ‘Scandal Street’ (Par) and 
|“Texas Trail’ (Par), also dual first 


runs, $900, fair. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
| 25-35-40) —‘Of Human Hearts’ «‘MG). 
Public response only mild: light $3.- 


, 000 indicated. Last week ‘Mannequin’ 


| (MG) (2d week) $3.000, only so-so 

after good $5,500 first week. 
Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 

25-35-55) —Yank in Oxford’ (MG), 


| Proving considerable box-office dis- 


9 a. m. on Saturdays and Sundays 
and playing an extra show at mid- 
night on Saturday: weekend turn- | 
over during the first stanza was 
greatest in the theatre's history, sur- 
passing Eddie Cantor's p. a. which 
looked unbeatable; second = stanza 
aimed in the nabe of $24,000. Last 
week, record breaking $35,000. 
Orpheum (F&M) (2.440: 35-55-75) 


—Mad About Music’ (U) and ‘Mid- 
(U) (2d week). Okay 
$8,500 on the second week. Last 
week, big $14,000. 

Paramount (F-SC) (2,740: 35-55-75) 
—Romance in the Dark’ (Par) and 
‘Arsene Lupin’ Returns’ (MGM). 
House will get back to its normal 
opening Thursday (17) following the 
run of this bill which will take mod- 
erate $11.000 on the nine days. Last 
week (2d). ‘Baroness and the Butler’ 
(20th) and ‘Great Garrick’ (WB) (2d 
week) closed to fair $8,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 35-55- 
‘Gold Is Where You Find It’ 





| (WB) and ‘Love on a Budget’ (20th) 


(3d week). Pair should grab meager 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Bordertown’ 
(WB) and ‘Non-Stop Flight’ (Rep) 
bordered on a new low. $4.000. 
United Artists (Cohen) (1.200: 35- 
55-75 )—‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA). Will 
be lucky to get $11,000, good but not 


|as much as hoped for. Last week 
‘Hurricane’ (UA) did $4,000. 
-Warfield (F-WC) (2.680: 35- 55-75) 
—'Sally, Irene and Mary’ (20th) and 
‘Checkers’ (20th) (24 week). F-WC 
management is taking a chance: slim 
$7,500 in sight. Last week, nose- 


| dived to $14,000. 


‘Penrod’- -Armstrong 96, 
‘Butler’ Ditto, Indpls. 


Indi anapolis, March 15, 
‘Bringing Up Baby’ at the Indiana 


not disturbing the wickets to any ex- 
tent as the aulions show signs of tir- 
Bracketed for top 
honors among the ffirst- run houses 
with ‘Baroness 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
the Lyric, with 
and his band on 
stage with ‘Penrod and Twin Broth- 
er’ as the flicker. ‘Bordertown,’ re- 
issue at the Apollo, is not get 
anvwhere. 
Exhibs are plenty harassed by the 
Show at the Coliseum 
Shriners’ Indoor Cireus 
with the roller- 
ske iting derby and six-d; 1v bike races 
just around the corner 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100: 25-320- 
40 )\— Bordertown’ (WB). Re issue is 
;not attracting anv attention: $2000. 
Last week ‘Snow White’ (RKO) fin- 
ve week of 
$3,800. very 


the Butler’ and 
|stage revue. and 
Louis Armstrong 


the 


downtown run with 


Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2.800: 2%-30- 


| 





appointment; 
500. Last 
$9,000, good. 
Orpheum (Publix-Singer) 
25-35-55 )—Snow White’ 


lucky 
week 


to top light $6.- 
‘Hurricane’ (UA) 


(2.890: 
(RKO) (2d 


week). Season's box-office sensation 
is holding up in remarkable fashion: 
turnaway biz over the weekend 


again; big $12,000 on top of terrific 
$18,500 first week. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300: 25- 
35-50)—‘Hurricane’ (UA) (2d week). 
Did fine first week at Minnesota, but 
now the box-office is experiencing a 
let-down: fair $3,500 seems likely. 
Last week ‘Thrill of Lifetime’ (Par) 
and ‘Night Club _ Scandal’ (Par), $3,- 
000, good. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Little 


Miss Marker’ (Par). Reissue hitting 
slow pace; looks like $600. Last 
| week ‘Bordertown’ (WB) and 
‘Guardsman’ (MG), reissues, split, 
poor $500. 


Uptown (Publix) (1.200: 25-35)— 


‘Happy Landing’ (20th). First nabe 
showing; looks like good $2.800, 
Last week ‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA), 
$3.000, big. 


World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55 )— 
‘They Won't Forget’ (WB). Critics 


|and customers raving, and it should 


| 


run fortnight or longer; good $1.800 
| indicated. Last week, ‘En Saga’ 


, (Swedish), went out after third day 
| of second week, hitting $2,000 for 10 


| days, okeh. 





40)—‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th) 
land ‘Hollywood Hotel’ revue on 
stage. Okay without being excep- 


House | and ‘Merrily We Live’ at Loew's are | 
et? 


and | 


ov | 
iing 


|—‘Merrily We Live’ 


| ‘Penrod 


tional at $9,000, with picture getting 
more credit t' an stage show for the 
gross. Last week, ‘Love on a Budg- 
(20th) and Buddv Rogers band 
on stage, mild at $8,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100: 25-30- 


40)—Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO). 
Also strongly billed Dionne short 
film, but gross is weak at $5,000. Last 
week ‘Sally. Irene and Mary’ (20th) 


also disappointing at $5,100. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2.400: 25-30-40) 
(MG) and ‘Ar- 
(MG). Tommy 
Gillis did personal 
appearances opening day, but take 
for week looks to be only $6.250. 
Last week ‘Everybody Sing’ (MG) 
and ‘Penitentiary’ (Col) finished 
$5,900, just fair. 

Lyrie (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-406)— 
and Twin Brother’ (WB) 
and Louis Armstrong band on stave 


sene Lupin Returns’ 
Kelly and Ann 


e 4 
er 


Latter given all the credit for wiz 
which indicates $9,000, okay. List 
week ‘Slight Case of Murder’ (WB) 


and vaude minus names did $7,500, 


mild, 
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No Squawks in the 





Loop; Rebecca’ 


Oke $11,000, ‘Merrily’ Ditto, Judy 
Garland Aids Romance’ to $30,000 





Chicago, March 15, 

Loop picture houses have little to 
complain about, for business is hold- 
ing up satisfyingly enough, Nothing 
smashing through but generally 
okay. 

‘Snow White’ goes into its second 
week at the Palace, and is still gar- 
nering a walloping share of coin. A 
strict 35c tab for the kid trade at all 
times helps the gate. 

After an excellent four-week 
starter, the roadshower, ‘In Old Chi- 
cago,’ shot down into the basement 
with the start of Lent, and was 
pulled Saturday (12) after six weeks. 
It had started with indications of 
going for two or three months, but it 
suddenly stopped short. ‘Yank at 
Oxford’ went in to replace on a 
straight grind policy, moving over 
from the UA. 

Judy Garland is accounting for 
trade at the Chicago, with the per- 
sonal dividing some of the kid busi- 
ness with the Palace. Also a kid pic- 
ture and starting off at a pretty fair 
pace is ‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook 
Farm.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-45-55-75) 
—Yank at Oxford’ (MG) Baek to old 
policy for the house, headed for $6.- 
000, all right. Last week ‘Old Chi- 
cago’ (20th) finished a six-week road- 
show to a low $9,000 for its final 
week, 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
*Romance in Dark’ (Par) and stage 
show. Judy Garland personal at- 
tracting bulk of biz, headed for pos- 


sible $30,000, good, currently. Last 
week ‘Tovarich’ (WB) managed 
$27,500, oke. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 


—Tovarich’ (WB). Moved here from 
Chicago and may do $5,500, okay. 





| Revue’ on 


Key City Grosses 
Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $1,524,800 
(Based on 22 cities, 158 theatres, 
chiefly including 
N. ¥.) 
Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year $1,667,900 


97 


(Based on 27 cities, 182 theatres) 





first runs, 











Sweetheart’ (U) and ‘Alcatraz’ (FN) 
Sunday through Wednesday, dualled. 
With Saturday kid matinee will run 


$1,050. Last week ‘Tovarich’ (WB) 
and ‘Sez O’Rielly to McNab’ (GB) 
twinned first three days, like take; 


‘Wells Fargo’ (Par) and ‘Partners in 
Crime’ (Par) doubled second four 
days, responsible for most of week’s 
biz: $1,200 total, good. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 10-25-40)— 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) and ‘Sgt. Mur- 
phy’ (WB) dual. Looks oke $7,500. 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) and ‘Invisi- 


ble Menace’ (WB) double and sailed | 


along to hefty take, missing holdover 
by nose, $10,300. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 10-35-55) 
—‘Every Day’s a Holiday’ (Par) with 
Benny Meroff and ‘Congress Casino 
stage. Holds to house’s 
policy of one stage show per month. 


Only fair, and upped admission is all | 


that brings total up, West picture 
hardly holding its own; $11.000 for 
week, lightest of any stage attraction 
here in year or two. Last week 
‘Everybody Sing’ (MG) and ‘Love Is 
Headache’ (MG) in dual harness car- 
ried along to satisfactory figure at 


| $7,800, 


Last week ‘Gold’ (WB), $5,100, so-so. | 
Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75 )— | 


‘Case of Murder’ (WB) and Bowes 
‘Collegiate Unit’ on stage. Strong 
combination, looks like $19,000, good. 
Last week ‘Goldwyn Follies’ (U) fin- 


ished fine three-week gallop to ex: | 


cellent $15,600. 
Palace (RKO) 

—Snow White’ 

(2d week). 


(RKO) and vaude. 


rently after snagging sensational 
$37,000 last week. Fine exploitation 
job by A. L. Burks from RKO h.o. 


figuring importantly for cartoon to 
top Mae West personal in 
$33,000. 
Roosevelt 
75 )—‘Rebecca’ 


(B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
(20th). Opened Sat- 
urday (12) and looks for about 
$10,000, oke. Last week ‘Baroness’ 
(20th) took $8,500 for second week. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55 )—‘Witness’ (Col) and vaude. 
Again $12,000 in the offing, all right 
here. Last week ‘Only Young Once’ 
(MG) took OK $11,400. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75) —‘Merrily We _ Live’ 
(MG). Opened Saturday (12) to nice 
pace, and expected to build on strong 
word of mouth looks for $11,000. 
fairly satisfying. Last week ‘Yank 
at Oxford’ 
night to excellent $11,500. 


LIGHT $11,000 FOR 





WEST-MEROFF, OMAHA 


Omaha, March 15. 

Town’s total gross for week some 
under last week’s take despite one of 
Orph’s infrequent stage shows, but 
sum still in advance of past few 
weeks. 

‘Snow White’ goes into second 
week at Brandeis after shattering 
records last week. Although didn’t 
break opening day figures, surpassed 
every weekly record since house has 
had films (four years). 
looks to beat any other film bill 
here in past year, and at that rate 
almost certain to stay third week 
which will put it in class with ‘Mr. 
Deeds’ and ‘Little Women.’ 


Benny Meroff and orch on stage at 
Orph showing themselves as good 
music crew, but only average vaude 
attraction. Mae West doing little 
toward garnering biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer-FKO) (1,200; 15- 
25-40)—'Snow White’ (RKO). Single 


ahead, | 


(2,500: 35-55-65-75) | 


Headed for $26,000 cur- | 


| 


| 
| 


(MG) concluded fort- | 


$12,000), BALTO 


Baltimore, March 15. 
With most of town holding over to 
just fair returns, new entries, ‘Radio 


City Revels’ at the combo Hipp, aid- 
ed by strong vaude bill, the ‘First 


Hundred Years’ at Loew's Century, 
are getting a fairly steady play at 
$12,000 and $8,500, respectively. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (‘(Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55 )—First Hundred Years’ 
(MG). Getting a fairish play at $8, 
500. Last week ‘Merrily We Live’ 
(MG) hit a merry pace at $11,200. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘Radio City Rev- 
els’ (RKO) and strong vaude lineup 


leading the town with consistent 
$12,000. Last week, fourth of ‘Snow 


White (RKO), rosy $13,300 for rec- 
ord-making total of $61,700 for the 
run. 

Auditorium (McLaughlin) (1,440; 
15-25-40 )—Snow White’ (RKO) (5th 


week). Rented by Izzy Rappaport 
‘for continued run, Disney film is 
chalking up more profit at $4,700. 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Second week | 


featured, goes into second week. In- | 


itial stanza sent previous records 
into oblivion and topped $11,000, un- 


heard of in this little house. Seven 
Shows daily with continuous hold 
Outs explanation. Second week 


headed for $7,500 which will estab- 
lish holdover week record, and likely 
to mean third week run. 

Dundee (Goldberg (650; 10-25)— 
“Perfect Specimen’ (FN) and “Thor- 
sUghbreds Don’t Cry’ (MG) with 
March of Time added for double bill 
first three days of week; ‘You're a 


Sixth session already indicated, 

Keith's (Schanberger’ (2,500; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—"Mad About Music’ 
(U) (2d week). Holding up in fair 
style at $7,000 after bullish opener 
to $11,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-35- 
40-55)—‘Sally, Irene and = Mary’ 
(20th) (2d week). Not much at $2,- 
800 after mild initial go to $3,700. 


Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-30-40- 
55 )—'Big Broadcast’ (Par) (2d 
week). So-so going to possible $6,- 


500 after okay first session to $9,400. 





‘Snow White’ Still Best, 
116, 3d Week, Montreal 


Montreal, March 15. 
Third repeat of ‘Snow White’ still 
leaves it topping the town with a 
probable gross of $11,000 which is 
giving the Palace the best Lent in 
years. Liable to run another two 
weeks. 


Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1.600; 50c- 
$2.50) ‘Tonight at 8.30 (legit), 
opened last night (Monday). Ad- 
vance sales satisfactory. 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)— ‘Snow 
White’ (RKO) (‘3d week). Still 
piling in to turnaway biz weekend, 
but fading a little at night shows. 
Expect very good $11,000 after an 
excellent $14.000 last week. ; 

Capitol (CT) (2.700; 50) — ‘Big 
Broadcast’ (Par) and ‘Night Club 
Scandal’ (Par). Should gross a good 
$8.000. Last week. ‘Gold Is Where 
You Find It’ (WB) and ‘Octopus’ 


(WB) did very well at $7,000. 

Loew's (M.T.Co.) (3,200; 50)— 
‘What Price Innocence’ (Col) and 
Tt Cant Last Forever’ (Col). 
Started off well with maybe a $6,000 
good. Last week, ‘West 
(WB? and ‘Blondes at 


gross ahead 
xo Shanghat 


Work’ (WB), $5.500. good. 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Action 
for Slander’ (UA) and ‘Sez O'Reilly 


to McNab’ (G-B). Good enough at 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Romance in the 


Dark’ (Par) and ‘Scandal 
(Par), fair at $4,500 


ing Sacred’ (UA) (3d week). Nice 
going still with $3,000 gross likely. 
Last week, $3,500, very good. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘La Citadelle de Silence’ 
(4th week). Should gross $1,500, 
good enough, after $1,800 last week. 
| St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300: 
34)—‘Le Mari de la Reine’ and 
| ‘L’ile des Veuves.’ Recovering some 
from initial Lent wallop and may 
get $5,000, good. Last week, ‘Le 
Messager’ and ‘La 13me Enquete de 
Grey’ down at $4,000 


SALLY? $1500. 
TOPS SLOW 
CINCY 





Cincinnati, March 15. 
So-so returns in general along 
cinema lane currently. ‘Sally, Irene 
and Marv’ at the Palace, is the 
No. 1 collector at $11,500, a shade 
better than ‘A Slight Case of Mur- 
der’ at the Albee. Keith's is above 
par with $5,500 on ‘Boy of the 
| Streets.’ Other major straight screen 





stancs have holdover product. 
Vaudfilm Shubert, linking ‘First 
100 Years’ and a five-act bill head- 


lined by Bell’s ‘Hawaiian Follies,’ is 
pegged for $11,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42) — ‘A 
Slight Case of Murder’ (WB). Fair. 


$11,000. Last week, ‘Big Broadcast’ 
(Par), $10,000, light 
Capitel (RKO) (2,000: 35-42) — 


‘Yank at Oxford’ (MG). 
from Palace for 


Transferred 
second week. Pass- 


able, $4,500. Last week, ‘Snow 
White’ (RKO) (4th week), $4,500, all 
right. 

Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-25) — 
‘Women in Prison’ (Col), ‘Sergeant 
Murphy’ (WB), ‘City Girl’ (20th), 
separate. Average, $2,300. Same 


last week, with ‘Hawaiian Buckeroo’ 
(20th), ‘Non-Stop New York’ (GB), 
‘Night Club’ (Par), singly. 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 
| ‘Boy of the Streets’ (Mono). Swell, 
| $5,500. Last week, ‘Goldwyn Follies’ 
(UA) (2d week), $5,500, okay, 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 35-42) — ‘Big 


Broadcast’ (Par). Switched from 
Albee for second week. Sad $2,800. 
Last week, ‘Bringing Up _ Baby’ 


(RKO) (2d week), $5,500, very good. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-42) — 
‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ (20th), Fairly 
good, $11,500. Last week, ‘Yank’ 
(MG), $12,500, nice. 
Shubert (RKO) 
‘First 100 Years’ 


(2.150; 42-60) — 
(MG) 


Fair, $11,000. Last week, ‘Change of 
Heart’ (20th) and Ted Lewis revue, 
$12,000, pleasing. 


‘Merrily’ Dual Snappy 
$14,000 in Providence 


Providence, March 15. 
Good pic fare with few exceptions 
helping stands smile. ‘Snow White’ 
in fifth and undoubtedly last week at 


best bet in long time. 

‘Goldwyn Follies’ swung 
Loew’s State to Carlton for second 
week. ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ at 
Majestic looks good. Others oke. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) (5th wk.) and 
‘Dionne Darling’ (RKO). Held over 
though previously billed as final, last 
week; fair $7,500. Last week, fourth, 
good $8,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) 
50)—Goldwyn_ Follies’ 
‘Gail Preston’ (Col) (24 run): swell 
$4.300. Last week, ‘Yank at Oxford’ 
(MG) and ‘Squadron of Honor’ (Col) 
(2d run) pulled neat $4.000 

Fay’s (2,000: 25-35-50—'Mr. Boggs 
Steps Out’ (GN) and ‘Three Cheers 
for Rhythm’ on stage. Nice opening 
with fair $7,200 in offing. Stage -how 
|helps. Last week ‘Spy Ring’ (U) 


from 


(1,400: 


jx Ff 
25-35- 


(UA) and 





and ‘Can You Take It’ on stage. Len- 
|} ten services hurt with dismal $6.500. 
| Loew’s State (3.200: 25-35-50) 
| ‘Merrily We Live’ «MG) and ‘Arsene 
| Lupin’ (MG) Heading for snappy 
| $14,000 Last week Goldwyn Fo - 
| lies’ (UA) and ‘Gail Preston’ (Col) 
; came through with handsome $14.800 
Majestic (Fav) (2.200: 25-35-50) 
‘Sally, Irene’ (20th) and ‘Jones Fam- 
} ily’ (20th). Good $9,000 expected 


| Last week, ‘Slight Case of Murder’ 


| (WB) and ‘Penrod’ (WB), ok. $9.590 
| Strand (Indie) (2.200; 25-35-50) 
‘Romance in Dark (Par) and 
‘Women in Prison’ (Col). Loo c 
poor $6.200. Last week, ‘Big Broad- 
cast’ (Par) and ‘Pa ier3 Of Plains’ 


| (Par), $8,500, oka. 


Swern... 


Street’ | 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,100: 50)—‘Noth- 


Grand (RKO) (1,200: 25-40) — 
‘Snow White’ (RKO). Moved in 
from Capitol for fifth week. Swell, 

$3,500. Last week, ‘Bordertown’ 
(WB) (reissue), six days, $2,300, | 
poor. 


25-40) —| 


and vaude, | 
headed by Bell’s ‘Hawaiian Follies? | 


Albee, beginning to drag though still | 








Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week 273,100 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year 


; $280,100 
(Based on 12 


theatres) 











Business is even poorer this week, 
ilthough numerous new pictures 
came in. The bulk of what trade is 
1round going to ‘Mad About Mu- 
ic’ at the Roxy and to the Para- 
mount, where Cab Calloway is hypo- 
ing ‘Big Broadcast.’ General condi- 
tions, Lent, income tax and too much 
rainy weather is apparently account- 
ing for most of the current slump. 

‘Mad About Music’ is tops for the 
town at a smash $58,600, while the 


‘Broadcast’-Calloway combination, at 
$43,000 on its first week endi: last 
night (Tues.), is very satisfactory, 


but no smash. Calloway is getting a 
very strong play from the Harlem 
fans just as Benny Goodman’s Jives- 
ters drew ‘em 

Disappointers are led by ‘Jezebel’ 
and ‘Everybody Sing.’ The former 
looks only $75,000 tops for the Music 
Hall, following lukewarm notices, 
'but holds over in the thought that 
, the picture deserves more and may 
build. ‘Everybody Sing’ suggests 
only around $17,000 for the Capitol, 
pretty low. The Criterion, with ‘Dan- 
gerous to Know’ may get about 
$8,000, fairish, aided by another epi- 


sode of ‘Lone Ranger,’ which seems 
| to go here, while the Globe might 
squeeze out $6,500 with ‘When G- 


Men Step In,’ mild. ‘Arsene Lupin 
Returns,’ closing out at the 
last night (Tues.), did a little better 
than some have lately, $7,600. 
Among the holdovers, ‘Slight Case 


TOM; SALLY. 
12 IN LVILLE 


Louisville, March 15. 
Outlook currently is good, despite 


the fact that some 25,000 are with- | 


out employment here. Lenten sea- 
son is also depressing grosses, 
Loew's State is doing hefty mat- 
inee trade with ‘Tom Sawyer,’ and 
opened with a preview at which the 
juve stars made a p. a. and spent 
several days in town, with radio in- 


and institutions. 
| Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1,- 
500; 15-30-40)—‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) 
and ‘Scandal Street’ (Par). 
over from Rialto, and will do well 
j to cop $2,100, just fair. 
‘Yank at Oxford’ (M-G) and ‘Only 
Young Once’ (M-G), light $2,000. 
Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Tovarich’ (WB) and ‘Manhattan 


| Melodrama’ (M-G), split with ‘She 
| Married an Artist’ (Col) and ‘Wells 
Fargo’ (Par), likely $2,300, good 


enough. Last week, ‘Naughty Mari- 


etta’ (MG) and ‘Love and Hisses’ 
(20th), oke $2,500. 
Loew’s State (3,000: 15-30-40)— 


‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA) and ‘I Met My 
Love Again’ (UA). Pulling plenty 
of juve trade, and matinees 
strong; headed for fine $10,000. 
week, ‘Everybody Sing’ (M-G) 
‘Penitentiary’ (Col), fair $6,200. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 15- 
30-40)—‘Love, Honor and Behave’ 
(WB) and ‘Daredevil Drivers’ 
Ordinary brace of programmers, and 
outlook none too promising: $3,100. 
Last week, ‘Slight Case of Murder’ 
(WB). on h. 0. stanza mild $3,000. 

Ohio (Settos) (900: 15)—Mag- 
nificent Obsession’ (U) and ‘Girl 
Overboard’ (U). split with ‘Prince 
and Pauper’ (WB) and ‘Make Way 
for Tomorrsw (Par), fine $1.600. 
Last ‘Met Him in Paris’ (Par) 
and ‘Penrod and Sam’ (WB). split 
with “Gold Diggers of 1937’ (WB) 
and ‘King of Gamblers’ (Par), okay 
$1.400. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3.000: 15-30- 
10 )—‘Sall Irene and Mary’ (20th) 
ind Walkir Down Broadway’ 
(20th) Matinees on the light side, 
ight biz plenty okav: headed for 
itisfactoryv $8,000. Last week. ‘Bar- 

Butler’ (20th) and ‘Black 
okay $6500 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1.400: 15- 
30-40) tomance in the Dark’ (Par) 
nd ‘Dangerou to Know’ (Par) 
shade below normal at $3.200 Last 
veek, ‘Radio City Revels’ (RKO) and 
j ‘Double Danger’ (RKO), $2.500. 


Last 
and 


week 


but 9 


one and 
Doll’ (U Ma 


| 


VARIETY 9 





a a a 


Usual Alibis for Bway, Income Tax, 
Lent, Etc., But Deanna Durbin a Sock 
A8G, ‘Jezebel 756, Bdcast’-Cab 436 


of Murder’ is valiantly fighting pres- 


|}ent odds on its third week for a pos- 


| ‘Everybody Sing’ 


Rialto | 


sible $14,000, okay, but the Rivoli is 
petering a lot with ‘Goldwyn Follies’ 
on the final (4th) lap, probably only 
about $10,000. All theatres took a 
bad licking Monday (14) against an 
all-day rain, drop being severe even 
where the shows were 2 od 


Among the week’s sufferers is the 


second-run State, most consistent of 
all Broadway operations. With ‘Bad 
Man of Brimstone ind the Earl 
Hines orchestra, the house dips to 
yne of the lowest figure in two 


vears, $18,000 or undet The twin- 
bill Palace is off also, appearing only 
about $8,500 with ‘Gold Where You 
Find It’ and ‘Baroness and Butler.’ 
20th-Fox’'s ‘Old Chicago’ at the As- 
tor last week (9th), ending Sun- 
ay night (15), slipped to $7,500, and 
t oes out March 27. Qn the 13- 
‘kk run, however, it will add up as 
profitable roadshow attraction 


New York engagement ‘The 
ponsored by a philanthropic 
( mn, slated to #o into the 
Asior at nopvtat ‘ales, Metro hav- 
mn not 1 for the house at this 


me, 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,912: 55-%1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Old Chicago” (0th) 0th week). 
Went away off last week (9th) to $7,- 
500, n. s. g Clo March 27 after 
run which wil! be hichly profitable, 
however. 

Capitel (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
(MG) No dice 
with this one, a posy bet at $17,000. 
Last week, second for ‘Yank at Ox- 
ford’ (MG), around the sar fair. 
‘Merrily We Live’ (MG) opens here 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Dan- 
gerous to Know’ (Par) and ‘Lone 
flanger’ (Rep). They're soiag for 


| the ‘Ranger’ serial here. which heips 


but this week at about $8,090 still 
mild. Last week, ‘Prison Nurse” 
(Rep) and ‘Ranger’ installment, 
$10,000, good 

Globe (1.274; 25-40-55)-—-‘When G- 


Men Step In’ (Col). Not much as a 
business-getter, probably around $6,- 


500, fair Last week, ‘Penitentiary’ 
(Col), considerably better, around 
$7,500. 

Palace (1,700: 25-35-55)-——‘Gold Is 
Where You Find It’ (WB) and ‘Bar- 
oness and Butler’ (20th), both 2d 
run, dualed. Back to duals after 
‘Snow White.’ on a single basis, and 
| off to about $8,500. Last week (3d) 
for ‘Snow White,’ $12,000, nice. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-55-55-85-99) 
—Big Broadcast’ (Par) and Cab 
| Calloway orchestra. Goes into sec- 
'ond week today (Wed.) after first 


terviews, visits to various hospitals | 


| 


| 000. 


Move- | to this one and it 


seven days which snared nice $43,- 
Calloway, whose draw is heavy 
with the Harlem folks, credited with 
much of this business. Third week 
(last week) of ‘Buccaneer’ (Par) and 
Clyde McCoy orchestra, plus Mitzi 
Green, $27,000, okay. 

Radio City Music Hall (5.980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Jezebel’ (WB) and 
stage show. The critics weren't kind 
is disappointing 
$75,000 tops. 


at the b. o., looking 


Last week, | Last week no more than $70,000, a 
| shock, for ‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO), 


a picture that rates well in the ex- 


| hibition field and is doing well else- 


| where. 


very | 


(WB). | 


House holds ‘Jezebel,’ figur- 
ing it may pick up from word-of- 
mouth and otherwise, including bet- 
ter weather breaks. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Arsene Lu- 
pin’ (MG). Wound up its envage- 
ment here last night (Tues.), on 
week doing pretty well, $7,600. In 
ahead, ‘Woman in Prison’ (Col), got 
$7,800. New picture today (Wed.) is 
‘Start Cheering’ (Col). 

Rivoli (2,092:  25-55-75-85-90 )— 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) (4th-final 
week). Held firmly last week (3d) 
to $19,000 but off sharply on the final 
grind to $10,000 tons and will be re- 
placed Saturday (19) by ‘Romance 
in Dark’ (Par). 

Roxy (5.836: 25-40-55-75) 
About Music’ (U) Durbin musical 
a charmer at the b. 0. and knows no 
opposition from other pictures, Lent, 
recession or weather; will get $58,000, 


‘Mad 


| big money, the first week, and holds 


Last week econd for ‘Sally, Irene 
and Mary’ (20th), $23.500. quite okay. 

Strand (2.767: 25-55-75 )—‘Sli ght 
Case of Murder? (WB) (34-final 


. —_ r>,.3 : ‘ +3 
WEEK }. nmoommMmson comedy noigding on 


pretty well for possible $14.000 in 
winding up a very profitable 28-day 
tay. Last week (2d) was $21.000, 
very nice ‘Love. Honor aad Be- 
have’ (WB) mov in Saturday 
morning (19) 

State (3.450; 35-55-75) BR tone’ 
(MG) (2d rund and Es H Ore 
chestra, plus Gracie Barrie and othe 
e! One of the few times this horse 
h Pone und S29 G09 two ; 

ll be th ; ‘ lad 

! SIGO00 or tind La kk 

gn aditlorent to H{ ~ 
ree (UA) (2d 1 ) ‘ ude 
d by B ind) Bubb and 

, a Froo lose to 324,000, fine. 


atl ste 
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‘Roughneck’-Band $26,600, Philly: 
Disney $24, ON, Merrily’ $15,600 


Philadelphia, March 15. 
Strongest pic here is ‘Snow White’ 
at the Stanley with nifty $24,000 tor 
following big $32,300 
Latter figure was 
disappointment to 


its second lap, 
in opening gallop. 
something of a 

Warner execs who were looking for 
betier than $35,000. Original 


ht weeks has been reduced 


pros- 
pect of elg 
five Or six 
Oiher powerhouse in 
Tommy Dorsey's band p.a.-ing at the 
Earle. Combo, with ‘Little Miss 


Roughneck’ on the screen, is whirl- 
ing the wickets for $26,600, c ynsider- 
ably below Benny Goodman’s $33,600 
two weeks ago, but plenty hot 


Principal disappoi nier is "Tom Saw- 
yer’ at the Aldine, which looks like 
a case of unfortunate release date. 
Kid pic is having plenty trouble 
bucking competish for juve trade 


from ‘Snow White’ a block away. Set | 


for $13,000, which entitles it to an- 
other round, but nothing more, un- 
less patronage tilts as Disney cartoon 
b.o. peers. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,200; 40-55-75)- 
‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA), Oke at $13,000 
and good for another week, but a 
letdown on what was expected. Last 


week, ‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) gar- 
nered saiisfaciory $7,800 for its 
fourth week. 

Boyd (WB) (2,400; 40-55-65) — 


‘Vierrily We Live’ (MG). Sequel to 
‘Topper’ hardly that at the b.o. and 
drubbing by crix no help; drawing 
so-so $15,600. Last week, ‘Bringing 
Up Baby’ (RKO) took bad setback | 
with punk $11,409 for second stanza | 
after swell $19,890 in the opener. 
Earle (WB) (3,000; 25-40-55 )—'‘Lit- 
tle Miss Roughneck’ (Col) and Tom- 
my Dorsey band on boards. Vaud- 
filmer again jamming ’em in with} 


swing, which is sending b.o. to nifty | $7,500, 


$26,600. Last week, more or less a 
coaster. Fats Waller crew on stage 
and ‘Start Cheering’ (Col) ticking off | 
mediocre $19,700. 

Erlanger (Boyd) (1,859; 75-86-1.14- | 
1.71)—‘In Old Chicago’ (20th) (5th 
wi). Two-a-dayer skedded in here 





for eight weeks and bound to hold| dual, so-so at $2,200. 


out far that no matter how it hurts. 
Hardly meriting it, however, with 
trade well off this week and skimpy 
$5.709 for last. 

Fox (WB) (2.300: 40-55-65 )—‘Sally. 
Trene’ (20th). Another one that took 
it from newspaper ganderers and is 
— of a disé -ppointment as a 

sult, with $15,100 indicated. Last 
weak. ‘Slight Case of Murder’ (WB) 
unshuttered powerfully, but broke 
down at the finish for just about sat- 
isfactory $15.500. 

Karlton (WB) (1,100: 40-50) — 
“Slight Case of Murder’ (WB). Doing 
better here in second run with $5,200 
than at the Fox, considering every- 
thing. House took advantage of 
Academy award publicity last week 
to toss in ‘Zola’ (WB) for one day 
Friday (11), 
Last week, ‘Gold Where You Find It’ | 
(WB) good at $5.100. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,400; 40-50)—‘Gold- 
win Follies’ (UA). Still showing 
stamina at $4,800 in first week of | 
second-run after four weeks at the| 
Aldine. Last week, ‘Romance in the 
Derk’ (Par) punko $3,700. 


Stanley (WB) (3.000; 40-55-65)— | day (13); and ‘Snow White, with | and should garner neat $13.500. An- 


‘Snow White’ (RKO) (2d wk). Joy 











but bulged no walls. | 


spot in town with swell $24,060 ee | 


ning the gate. Last week, $32.300. 
very powerful and near a record, | 
but somewhat below expectations, 
necessitating revision of possible run 
from eight to five or six weeks. 

Stanton (WB) (1,700; 30-40-50) — 
*Deuchter of Shanghai’ (Par). Oke at 
$5, 500. Last week, ‘Arsene Lupin Re- 
turns’ (MG) weak $4,000. 900. 


‘DWARFS’ HUGE $17,500; 


CRACKS MARK, SEATTLE 


| prestige purposes; 


Seattle, March 15. 
Big event this week is opening of 
the Disney super, ‘Snow 
the Fifth, 
moon is anticipated. Coupled with 
it is RKO’s two-reeler, 
Jand’ and newsreel, 


iwo-hour show, permitting quick 
turnover. It has the town com- 
p! vely Ya-ga. 


hing Sacred’ 
thi i A week; 
ond week 


merits going into 
‘Big Broadcast’ gets sec- 
with moveover to BM. 
and ditto for ‘Bringing Up Baby’ to 
N.B 
Orpheum has something in ‘Radio 
Ciicy Revels.’ Paramount ditto wit! 
*Mad About Music.’ So the town 
looks hot this time. 
Estimates for This Week 
Biue Mouse a a 
(900; 32-37- 42 ‘Big 
(Par) id ‘Sergeant 


gual, moved over 


reen} 


Murphy’ (Pat 


| 


| 


‘Quintup- | 
making snappy | 


Broadcast’ 


from Paramount, 


p vice tilted for this dual. looking fox 
$2.500 okay Last weck (2%c.) 
‘Lives of Bengal Lancer’ (Par) and 
Ss Street’ (Par) dual, eight 
a h $?.200 

C« m t¢Hamrick - Fve C 
q151 Hae and MOSAli€ G alt 


‘ 


OL TOLLE A ASE NE I ct tr tlt NN, RT eI, Os. i a a ONE ae Nay ete tet 


,;and ‘Penrod’ 
White’ at} 
where top biz in a blue} 


| (Par) and ‘Scandal Street’ (Par) | 
| (2d run), $9,300, very good 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; " 95-35-40- 
50)—Big Broadcast’ (Par) (3d run) 
and ‘Human Hearts’ (MG) (2d run), 


ated Merrily’ Wash Bright Spt, $23.00; 








dual. Very pale $5,000 pace. Last 6 9 ‘Landing’ g ( 

week, ‘Hurricane’ (UA) (3d run) and ur er - all é ; , 

‘Kid Comes Back’ (WB) (2d run), 

dual, off at $5,500. = 

State (Loew) (3.300; 25-35-40-55) a —neemnd . - 

—‘Mannequin’ (MG) and ‘Peni. Washington, March 15. | Still doing nicely with probable 
‘Borrowing Trouble’ (20th) dual, | tiary’ (Col), double. Okay $13,000-| yooks like the good old days at $10,000, Last week same pic did 
sighting $2.200, noor. Last week, Last week, ‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) at least one spot this week with; $13,000. 
‘Love and Hisses’ (20th) and ‘Thor- | finished second week with fal «yerrily We Live’ riding on nice} Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40) — ‘Big 
_oughbreds Don’t Cry’ (MGM) dual, laces ' bally and swell audience reaction to-| Broadcast of 1938’ (Par) (2d run) 


‘slow $2,300. ward pre-recession gross. Most of | Second stanza on mainstem heading 


Colonial, (Steriing) — (850-1627) others, except Keith's, which is still! for oke $4,500. Last week, ‘Goid’ 
‘Polygamy (nd.} and ‘Quick Money 9 laughing at the world with the fifth} (WB) (2d run) same figure 
(RKO) dual, price raised for this Sask of thnaw White’ are. gettitis Se ee es as 
week, expected good $1,800. Last e ® little. ‘aaa Ganda’ GAY tha week) 
— ‘Forlorn River Sai . an | Estimates for This Week Looking toward fair $8.000. Last 
Ame rican Sweet egie™ (Col) dual, Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-40- 66) week same pic took oke $16 500. 
five davs, okay at 91,000, oe oh ‘heat lier tated oo : 
i Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- ONLY 10 WITH - Met rily M € Li ve MG ; 
sreen) (2.400: 32-37-42) ‘Snow White’ vaude. No name stage show leaving 


4 + « 1 . hich ic ce ne ’em 
(RKO) singleton Doors open 10 | it all up to pic, which is sending 1 


‘Sawyers’ Kids’ Tour Ends 





heey he et 5 ia home giggle-silly, and shooting a 

fel 7 : oi Rscaadaaye eco 6 ? sie $23,500. Last week, ‘Romance | eee 
Satard - Pi ensational $4,000. in the Dar k’ (Par), we ak $16,000 : 
Will hold three weeks. Last week, 9 ° ; Columbia (Loew) (1.583; Faget r. a. Boat ur of Tommy Kelly and 
‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) and Yank at Oxford (MG) ¢ i B pe Ann, Gillis winds up in Chicago to- 
‘Lov e on Budget’ (20th) dual, good : - Third dow we © ma wage see i day (Wednesday) and pair entrain 
take at $8,200. Detroit, March 15. S086 SE ae WEEE: _ oness | for the Coast with Jackson Parks, 

Liberty (J-vH) | 1.900; 21-27-42)— ‘Snow White,’ playing both UA and ryt Butler’ (20th) (2d run) took oke se aed Mtn elt in tas as 
‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA). sit rele, 3d | Madison, first time for any film in | a, (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-66) handy for their next, ‘Heartbreak 
week, 100King for sie ooo ough, | Post-29 period, is driving home | «sight Case of Murder’ (WB) and | Town,’ for Selznick. 
week, Same Nim, $0, , Olg enougn. | plenty of runs, but not turning ’em . ; as r ¢ 


vaude, All up to pic and hefty cam- 
paign plus word-of-mouth will pull 
beyord Robinson fans to get oke 
$15,000. Last week, 


‘Love. Honor and}. 
{ Behave’ (WB) can thank Don Bestor- | ° 


Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900: 32-37-42) —‘Bringing Up Baby’ | 
4 ‘ ‘e } set’ 9 | 3 3 : ; 
(RKO?) and ‘Love on Budget (20th). | warrant at least another session, pos- 
Both liked, doing big $4,000; hoids. sibly two more. 
Last week, ‘Victoria’ (RKO) single, | Top coin honors will go to Fox, 


T..e three-week-7,000 mile tour 
|took pair to Atlanta, New Orleans, 
3irmingham, Dallas, Ft. Worth, Kan- 
as City, Chicago, Indianapolis, St. 


away as much as expected. How- 
ever, take’ll be beaucoup enough to 





tant Fe Mvs-, film. Plans special show later in 
i j week for bona fide indigent request- | 
; free tickets. 
Estimates for This Week 


lice at $2,400 Mu A a . Rita Rio battle of swing on stage fo1 Louis, Columbus, O., Memphis and 
no ¢ lee at weir? ‘ck - Evergreen) showing ‘Mad About Music’ and Shep mine Aeure Louisville, and collected 198 columns 
I ( mrick - Evergre “el - ances ‘gihicailes , | Same NE ‘Ogee oes 
A es in = 1 Sis City Revels’ Fields band on stage, ¢ hiefly ye oo Keith’s (RKO) (1.8230: 35-55) | of news space, according to Selznick 
I2-vi- aa 8, : neers . aos ie lina | cm ; ; . } 
(RR O d* ‘Midnight Intruder’ (U) strength of the Durbin ye He P- | ‘Snow White’ (RKO) (5th week).’ office. 
(RAW) and a h at $3,600. Last | ins plenty is Manager Dave Idzal’s| o ; 
dual. ena ee ee wie Find It’ signatured indorsement of flicker in 
reels : Ihe ) ro) r ar 
pag ye Pe an ae Heart’ (20th) | house ads, plus a money-back guar- | * - 
Peds Ps ge vale “ae y $4300 ‘i antee and an offer to provide free | 
ie eek he HC per (atl erin nside Stuff—Pictures 
a é N ~ ing dU, -4t= x : eae ian a = 
37)—Outside of Paradise’ (Rep) | those unable to pay way in. Sup: | 
and ‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO) dual, | P2se@ly Droke tozals <i-year rece | - 
with vaude $3,200.| 0rd of never publicly indorsing a 


Last week, 
tery’ (Rep) and 
(Rep) dual, with stage 
bling Over,’ good $4,600. 


Though Consolidated Film Industries officials have no new recapitaliza- 
| tion plan, management intends to obtain the views of stockholders on the 
| subject at thé annual meeting to be held March 24. Supreme Court of 


‘Boots and Saddle’ 
unit, ‘Bub- | 





Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) Adams (Balaban) (1.700; 30-40)— | Delaware last December ruled that the plan of recapitalization, which had 
(3.106-32-37-42)—"Mad About Mus ic’ | ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ (20th) (2d been approved by stockholders more than a year before, was invalid. 
(U) and ‘Walking Down Broadway’ | run?) plus ‘City Girl’ (20th), dual. | Pjan has been abandoned and no new one advanced since this decision. 
(20th) dual, Grabbing melodious | Admish dropped from 30-40-50 after Numerous shareholders recently expressed the belief that some new plan 

may holdover. Last week,| several months’ try; about $4,200, | : é 

y hk ; Seleigae scene tl Good $5.200 last should be brought forward if only to liquidate accumulated dividends on 
‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) and ‘Sergeant | okay, sg 7. 1006 ), as lt fe 
Murphy’ (Par) dual, nice at $7,200. | weck for ‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th) | the preference stock. Some also indicated that recap plan might be 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32) | (2d run) plus ‘Jury’s Secret’ (U). | worked out so as to realign stock by wiping out old divvys and placing 
‘Tovarich’ (WB) and ‘Night Club Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65 )—‘Mad | the common on firmer basis to pashitadetes in future earnings. 

Scandal’ (Par) dual. Headed for| About Music’ (U) plus Shep Fields 





slow $2.000. Last week, ‘Submarine | band on stage. Pic doing lion’s share 





Hollywood film and radio writers have uncovered a new field for profit 





Mary’ (20th) with Leah Ray topping | is strictly non- sonia oe: with one-reel print to be presented to Academy 
session, probably two more. ‘Slight | from which presentations were made. 
000. Worse last session. at $9.200. for viewed. Lubitsch scenes were so interwoven even experienced cutters 
trade perked up over the weekend. Party’ (RKO), dual. Hitting about | |in scribbling for commercial films, now that the trend leans toward less 
‘In Old Chicago’ roadshow ended | 000; 30-40-65 )—Snow White’ (RKO). | office building entrance is only mention of the outfit footing the bills. 


vaude. | for its film library. . King Charney, Inc., distributors of Agfa negative, 

‘ 7 Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; made the reel, with Pode sed approval, in appreciation of award to Agfa’s 
i all ” 30-40-65 )—‘Snow White’ (RKO) Fig- 
9 | ures to grab around $9.500, nice, on 

Case of Murder’ (WB) got mild $4,- ans 

500 last stanza. Ernst Lubitsch’s adios to Par after 11 years will please only one group 

‘Radio City Revels’ (RKO) and Ben- Couldn't extract blue notes without turning the whole thing B-flat, so it 

ny Davis revue on stage. can be imagined what snippers in the sticks were up against on this one. 

Leaders are ‘Bringing Up Baby,’ with | $9,500, good. “Big Broadcast’ (Par) | | plugs and more entertainment. Latest of the film crowd to succumb is 

stage show at the Memorial; and | (2d run) plus ‘I Met My Love Again’ | Paul Gerard Smith, whose yarn, ‘Love in an Oven,’ has just been filmed by 

four week date at the Colonial, Sun- | | Simultaneous showing with Madison, Morrie Ryskind took a month off expecting Max Schuster, 


is For the first time in the 10 years of Academy awards handouts. entire 
, lyers’ <O)| of nifty $28.000. Last stanza ; . 
D-1’ (WB) and ‘High Flyers mee 18.000, — a Raggy or gne: proceedings of presentations in the Biltmore Bowl were filmed. Picture 
| 
newly introduced fast emulsions. Filmed on new Agfa ultra speed nega- 
nadinneas snine with O. Ge | tive, camera was hidden in spotlight booth of Bowl about 75 feet from 
+ NG, : | that ania good ae a at least another speaker's stand, with no special lighting and the flood light on the table 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; | —censor bodies around the,country. Director's smart comedy was some- 
d 126 H b aa Secrcs totans tenes pes | thing they never could quite scissor to their satisfaction, and as a conse- 
lé am i farre ing vé ° Vv Tr o o : ic ic “ec fea . sy were Yee 
ur er , ll | House still erying the blues at $10.- quence they began gunning for his pictures long before they were pre 
Boston, March 15. P Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- _ 
; eis - ; 00; 30-490-50)—Slight Case of Mur- 
After a slow start all around, film der’ (WB) (2d run) plus ‘Life of 
“Mannequin’ on dual bill at the | (UA) pulled in slightly under $9,000, | Raybell Films, Inc., St. Paul, for an eastern manufacturer. Same come 
normal, Jast stanza. | pany currently has a three-reel comedy in work, in which the sign on an 
Orph and State. United Artists (United Detroit) (2,- | 
; the pub- 
| other session at least. ‘Yank at Ox- | lisher, and Si Seadler, Metro ad exec, to join him for some sunning at 
ford’ (MG) (2d week) mustered only | B-Bar-H, Lucien Hubbard’s ranch near Palm Springs. Deal was for 
$5,000 last week after fair $7,200 first | some time in February. Ryskind waited and waited for pair to arrive 


stage show, moved over to the Bos- | 
ton for a fifth frame after a solid | 
month at the Memorial. 


stanza. | from New York. By last week they hadn't showed up, and Rvyskind, tired 
y : 9 VSK — = 
. pcige eget od ron = ce ae ‘after a month of loafing at home, went back to work at RKO on ‘Room 
oston (RKO) (3,200; 35-5 J— Service.’ 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) (5th week) ‘Buccaneer’ Blondes’ 226, 
stage s ? Sibyl] | | : ——- 
fgg po se gs ys Ya k’ $20, 600 j B’ k] Stories of Academy awards were so common among insiders, due to the 
| $18,000 groove. Last week, ‘City n In yn week’s postponement of the awards which watered the grapevine, that 
Girl’ (20th) and ‘Maid’s Night Out’ 


| practically every paper in L. A. had its front page made up awaiting the 

| official announcements Thursday eve (11). All guessed right. Last 
year announcements were delayed till Lolly Parsons got on the streets 
| with a beat. 


(RKO) dual, flopped, $6,500. 
Colonial (20th) (1,643; 55-85-$1.10- 
$1.65)—In Old Chicago’ (20th). 


Brooklyn, March 15. 
Excellent setup of flicker fare is | 


) A 0s +e a current downtown, with Loew’s Met | 
she , 2xe g weeks Sun-| ‘ . ‘ex hy} 
Finished four unexciting weeks Su showing ‘Yank at Oxford’: Fabian 


day (13) at roadshow scale; boosted | y, SO oo 
by good exploitation and held for | Pars, ‘Buccaneer, and ,Fabian Fox, 
finished at $4,000.| “!8ht Case of Murder” 
Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40-| 4), Estimates for This Week 
55)—Gold Where You Find It’ (WB)| ,_“j:nee to.ele:, 20-09-59 )— Baroness | 
(WB). double (2nd | and the Butler (20th) and ‘C hange | 
run), Droopy $4,000 indicated. Last | of Heart (20th). Down to mild $12,- 
week, ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) and 000. Last week, ‘Snow White (RKO) 
‘Scandal Street’ (Par) (both 2d run). | (3d-final week ) drew fine $14,090. 
pale $4,500, | Fex (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Slight Case 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; Of Murder’ (WR) and ‘Women in 
35-50-65) — “Bringing Up Baby’) Frison’ (Col). Will get first rate $20,- 
(RKO) and stage show © starring 000 and he Idover. Last week, ‘She 
Sylvia Froos, best bet in Hub this| Married an Artict’ (Col) and ‘Invis- 





One of J. H. Cooper’s managers, J. E. Tompkins, who has the Ute. Colo- 
rado Springs, employed somewhat different means of inciting interest in a 
picture by writing a lot of letters informing that John V. A. Weaver was 
in a sanitarium there and anyone who came in to see ‘Tom Sawyer’ would 


be doing something to please Weaver. The latter authored the adaptation 
of ‘Sawyer.’ 





Castle Films, which has gone into home newsreels extensively, finds that 
a favorite stunt with 16mm. fans is to splice themselves in comedy home- 
made scenes into the world events. Example was a New Rochelle addict 
who had himself photographed being crowned and spliced it into the 


week, whizzing towards $27,000 ee (WB) drew satisfactory | Coronation sequence. Personal stuff used as a surprise for showings at 
mark. Last week, ‘Snow White’ | 912.000 oe parties. 
, e > i. m Or fe 1, 
(RKO) completed its fourth week P — tern 29-09-09 )—*Yank at Ox- | _ F 
with a big $28,000, after whamming! ford (M-G) and ‘I Met My Love | 
in with $32.500 for its third stanza. |Again’ (UA) Dualers caught on} ™M?. and Mrs. A. H. Blank arrived home in Des Moines from a two 
’ « w+) lay e + 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 25-40- here to tune of excellent $20,900, | months’ vacation in Honolulu and glad to get back to good old midwestern 
55)-—Slight Case of Murder’ (WB), Last week. ‘Human Hearts’ (M-G)j; weather. In Honolulu they were treated to a class A earthquake and were 
and eee in the Dark’ (Par), — rg a oe for Three’ (M-G)_ flood-bound in Palm Springs for several days. While Iowa weather isn't 
dual, disappointing $12,000 gait.; pulled good £20.600. exciting, it does offer variation witl  % , , 
pI . ee xc g, S ariati without “vengeance. 
Last weck, ‘Sally, lrene and Mary Paramcunt (4.606: 25-35-55)—‘Buc- | : scance 
(20th) and ‘Blondes at Work’ (WB),| caneer’ (Par) and ‘Blondes at Work’ | J 7 gets 3 
double, medium $18,000. (WB) excellent $22.000 and holds | John Arnold, Metro camera chief, has perfected a new focusing and 
Orpheum (Loew) (2.900; 25-35-40- over Last week, ‘Gold’ (WB) and) finding device with which the studio’s cameras are now being equipped. 
50 )-—"Mant equin’ (MG) and ‘*Peni- ‘Outside of Paradise’ (Rep) (2d- Gadget is expected to save time and money in that the lens is focused 
tentiary’ (Col), dual. Heading toward final week). ood $13,800. without removing the blimp. 
$16.000, Last week, ‘Goldwyn Follies Strend (2.090: 25-25-55)—‘Ey ery: | 
(UA) «2d week) tisfac $12.500.) bodv’s Doins It? «tRKO) and ‘Zola’ | ele 
Ah \ Kt a 1act V Dida . 1O ty a ( a ° wre ital eee ; ablint ‘ e — 
Paramount (Mé&P) (1,800; 25-35-| (WB) and veude will draw satis | The title, ‘Good Earth,’ widely publicized through Pearl Buck's novel 
10-S9)I— Gold’ «WB) and ‘Penrod’ factery $9.090. Last week, ‘ames and Metro's picturization, has been given to a Chinese restaurant in New 
te vuble «2d run), excellent devil Drivers’ «FN) end ‘Lone | York city. Good Earth, Inc. is a new restaurant recently chartered at 
$11,000. Last week, “Big Broadcast’! Ranger’ «Rep, eke $8,500. | Albany, with Chu Fuin, 205 Dyckman 


street, N. Y., one of the incorporators. 
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TAXES, LABOR CUT PROFITS 





George Archainbaud Thinks Color 
Detracts from the Films’ Dialog 


+ 


George Archainbaud, who has just 


finished 
color picture, 
his directorial hands on another one. 
Mr. Archainbaud is of the old school 
of directors 
much about the camera and lights as 
the boys who turned the cranks and 
set the arcs. If he wanted an effect 
he knew just how it should be 
achieved. But along came color, and 


directing his first techni- 


is very anxious to get | 


who knew almost as’ 





Congressman Scully? 


eienned March 15. 
Frank Scully, VarierY mugg, 


the Holly- 
convinced 


from 
after 


the state 
wood 


assembly 
district, even 


{that it would take only three months 


'being groomed to run for 


Mr. Archainbaud had to sit back and | 


let the experts tell him what could 


and could not be done with the new 


medium. 
Just before returning to Holly- 
wood last week, Archainbaud ex- 
plained his stand on color, in his 
suite at the Drake Hotel, using ‘Jun- 
gie Love’ as an example. 
‘I still feel,’ 


doubtedly come when the black and 
white will be as outmoded as the 
silent picture is today. But in its 
present state, color distracts from 
story. ‘Jungle Love’ is essentially 
an action picture. There isn’t a great 
deal of dialog, and the color height- | 
ens interest, rather than serving as 
a distraction.’ 


Mr. Archainbaud knows a lot more | 


about color now than he did when 


| group 
'ecrats and labor, 


he said, ‘that color and | 
dialog don’t mix. The time will un- | 


is now 
Congress 
from the same district on the highly 
realistic grounds that it would be 
even less work and more pay. 

He has finally said okay to one 
representing liberal Demo- 
if permitted to run 
his compaign his own way. His 
way is to confine his campaign to 
fireside radio chats and not be asked 
to kiss any babies but his own. 

Present incumbent is also a Demo- 


of his time every two years, 


crat, and they start from scratch, as | 


| Scully’s rival got smashed up in an 


| automobile 


| 


he started the picture. And he feels | 
that the more directors learn about | 


the technical end, the less they will 


be at the mercy of the ‘can’t be done’ | yy 


experts. The it-can’t-be-done lads | 


| 


accident 
still in a wheel chair. 


recently and is 


Mich. Studes Resent 
Filmed ‘Stage Door’ 








Beating Their Play In 


‘Detroit, March 15. 
Claiming a double-cross, U. of 
ichigan student members of col- | 


legiate ‘Stage Door’ cast last week 


among the technicians are getting | picketed Butterfield’s Majestic the- 


scarcer all the time, the director | 
added. Mainly because every time 
an expert shook his head some other 
expert got busy and found that it 
could be done. 

Cost of colorpix is gradually being 
cut down, but it is still a very com- 
plicated affair. On location at Palm 
Springs canyon for ‘Jungle Love’ the 
cast, headed by Dorothy Lamour and 
Ray Milland, numbered five—but re- 
quired 112 technical engineers, Un- 


a deflated budget, the situation is 


probably fraught with terror for the 
five-and-dimers of Poverty Row. 


U. S. Film Exports 
To Canada Up in ’37, 





|}atre in Ann Arbor to protest show- | 
ling of 
| days before students’ production. 


conflict in 


‘Door’s’ film version coupla 
Studes, asserting that there was no 
dates when play was 
skedded, charged that the theatre's 
shift in dates is the ‘double-cross 
and a threat to the legitimate stage.’ 

Larry Munn, manager of Majestic, 
declared that the flicker had been 
set in originally for several months 


jago, but that no prints were avail- 
less technicolor can be made to fit 


| 





able. ‘Our Detroit office,’ 
‘shunted the pic 
when another film, 
una'tractive to student audiences, 
was cancelled.’ 

Two student members of U. 
donned opera cloaks and toppers, 


Munn said, 
into Ann Arbor 


cast 


_ signs reading, ‘Movies Come in 





Cans—See the Real McCo 
But Japan Off Much si 





Washington, March 15. 

Substantial pick-up in American 
film shipments to Canada occurred 
last year but the U. S. sales to Japan 
fell off greatly, Commerce Depart- 
ment figures showed this week. 

The anti-American sentiment in 
the Orient slashed exports to Nip- 
ponese exhibitors by 8,323.000 feet 
and $171,000, survey of 1937 trade 
disclosed. Last year’s totals were 
53,495,000 feet, worth $841,000. 


The Canadians bought 22% more 


| operatively, 


footage last year than in 1936, and | 
the valuation figure rose 13%. We) 


shipped 21,145,000 feet, 
3,869,000, into the Dominion. 
$654,000, a gain of $76,000. 


BALABAN, GRIFFIS’ 


a gain of 
Worth 





PAR STUDIO VISIT 





Barney Balaban and Stanton L. 
Griffis, 
within a week or so, will probably 
leave for the Coast in 10 days. Their 
Visit west is on the heels of that 
made by Y. Frank Freeman, Par’s 
theatre head, who went out alone. 

When Balaban and Griffis return 
from Hollywood, Neil F. Agnew, v.p. 
Over distribution, 
studio, 


‘VALLEY’ LEADS SET 
Hollywood, March 15. 

George Brent and Olivia de Havil- 
land have been given the top spots 
in Warner's ‘Valley of the Giants,’ 
which will go into production early 
in May. 

Michael Curtiz, currently direct- 
ing “Four’s a Crowd,’ draws the as- 
ignment, 





; nouncement 
purchase of the Walton, 


latter due back from Florida | 


plans visiting the | 


| town spot ri 


| 


‘Milgram, Felt, Schwartz 


Pool 14 Indie Houses 


Philadelphia, March 15. 

Philly’s largest indie circuit, com- 
prising 14 houses, was formed dur- 
ing past week by merging of Dave 
Milgram, Cecil Felt and Ray 
Schwartz interests into Affiliated 
Theatre Circuit, Inc. 

Group, in addition to buying co- 
has announced it will 
build two houses. Both are in spots 


calculated to compete with theatres | 


owned or contemplated by Lewen 
Pizor and Charles Segall. Pizor, 
prez of United Motion Picture —he- 
atre Owners, and Segall, chairman 
of the board, brought wrath of the 
indies down on themselves recently 
with announcement they would build 
a house in Germantown. 
immediately followed 
in German- 
town, by Milgram, Felt and Schwartz. 
Therefore, decision of Affiliated 
Circuit to build still another theatre 
in the same territory is looked upon 
as a reprisal for the Pizor-Segall —c- 
tion, This viewpoint was strength- 
ened when the circuit declared it 
will also build in West Philadelphia, 
a few blocks from Segall’s Apollo. 
Pizor denied that he and Segall 
had purposely chosen the German- 
ght after Affiliated’s pur- 
chase of the Walton. He said we 
deal had been jelling for six months 
and just happened to go through a 
couple days after the Walton sale. 
Affiliated’s houses include Avenue, 


Temple. Howard. Rialto, Walton 
Bluebird, Susquehanna, Star, Allen, 
Eagle, Strand and Casino in Philly; 
Alan, Atlantic City, and Garden, 


West Chester. 


who | 
turned down the job of running for | 


believed to be 


pa- | 
|}raded in front of film house carry- 


This an- | 


____-_—SC PICTURES 


VARIE TY I . 








UPPED OVERHEAD 


+ 


| While Gross Receipts About 
Same, and in Some In- 
stances Ahead of Last 
| Year, the Hike in Produc- 


tion Costs, Compared with 


| 1937, Plus Labor and 
| Taxes, Is Cutting In 
| WORSE IN FOREIGN 


Although several major companies 
are credited with gross receipts run- 
ning either equal to or ahead of this 


|time last year, taxes, increases in | 
|labor salaries, hike in production 
costs and other factors will reduce 
| the net returns as compared with | 
1937. 


One company estimated that these 
other influences would cut 
gross take from 10% to 14%. 
aspect of this is that taxes and re- 


a reduced the total 
|rially more so than in the domestic 
field. For instance, one major 
| tributor 
|net earnings will be off 15%-17° 

| from a year ago, while domestic will 
be down only 10%. 


gross mate- 


| is confronted with higher expendi- 
|tures both for labor and equipment 
to go into film production, it is the 


jis viewed as alarming. Efforts of 
| various states to boost their operat- 
ing budget through added taxation is 
cracking down in numerous _in- 
|}stances. One executive said 
there is a new tax law in a differ- 
|ent state nearly every week. 

When these special imposts are 
| added to Government taxes, the pic- 
ture companies are confronted with 
;a definite slash into their gross totals, 
which either are barely holding even 
or are running below a year ago. 


PHILLY COLD TO 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Philadelphia, March 15. 
Exhibs here looking at ‘In Old Chi- 
|cago’ (20th) at the Erlanger as ham- 


DENTING 10-14% 


| 








Texpeyer’ Buildings Point To 


New Form of Low-Cost Theatres 





‘Alibi’ Waits on Reid 


March 15. 
which will 
and Frances 


Hollywood, 
RKO’s ‘Blind Alibi,’ 
have Richard Dix 
Mercer as its leads, will be sent be- 
fore the cameras immediately upon 
the return from Europe next week 
of Cliff Reid, assigned to produce. 
Lionel Houser has completed the 
screen play, and Lee Marcus is 
lining up production details prepara- 
tory to Reid’s arrival. 
Supporting cast will include Whit- 


ney Bourne, Frank M. Thomas, 
Bradley Page, Richard Lane, Jack 
‘Carson, Eduardo Ciannelli and 
George Shelley. Lew Landers will 


into the | 


Odd | 


strictions current in the foreign field | 


direct. 





Arthur Explains Why 


F&M Favors Stamps 
Over Mdse. Gifts 


March 15. 
Fanchon & Marco 





St. Louis, 
Giveaways in 


| houses here, as well as in the string of 


dis- | 
is figuring that the foreign | 


} 


j}and this form 


Though nearly every company now | 


| F&M’s interests 


31 nabes operated by the St. 
Amus. Co. 


of b.o. stimulant in 


this burg is now left entirely to the 
indie operators. 
Harry C. Arthur, Jr., gm. of 


| study over a long period of time has 
| growth of the special tax burden that | 


convinced him that the giveaways 
have not 


|found that on nights when giveaways 


that | 
|on other 


were obtainable the houses 


been beneficial to the | 
| houses employing such practices. He 


- 





| new 
| Broadway. 


Theatre operators and prospective 
film exhibitors, considering small 
capacity operation, are getting wise 
to advantages of ‘taxpayer’ variety 
of building In N, Y. alone, this 
type of structure has supplanted tall 
buildings, with the comparably low 
eost of construction enabling an ex- 
hibitor to build ultra-modern theatre 
and not to be confronted by excess- 
ive taxes. 

Thus far throughout the east this 
sort of taxpayer building has been 
used largely for newsreel houses. It 
was employed in Washington by 
Trans-Lux and by the same com- 
pany on Broadway. Newsreel Thea- 
tres, Inc., is doing the same with its 
house going up at 72d and 
Most successful for thea- 


| tres of 500 capacity. 


| cost 


| this. The 


| 


Louis | 
under the supervision of | 
F&M, have been permanently banned | 


here, said a careful | 


Because valuation is based on the 
of a building, a two or three- 
structure means a low valua- 
with taxes in turn hinging on 
few-storied building means 
much less annual taxes than eight or 
10-story structure and this is essen- 
tial in a small capacity house. 
Probably the ultra example of this 
tvpe of building is the one housing 
the Criterion and International Ca- 
sino on Broadway, N. Y. Taxpayers 
formerly were more or less flimsy in 
a. with the term for this 
type of eucture holding over 
though nic rers today are modern, 
and fairly expensive ot 


story 
tion, 


fire-proof 
build, 


‘Soul Rinses’ ” Mae 


using | 


such methods enjoyed swell biz, but | 


nights biz fell off. 
Merchants operating in the vicinity 
of theatres employing giveaways re- 


} sent such methods as it result in biz 
| being taken away from their stores. 
|The trading stamp idea, inaugurated 


iby F&M for 


its houses recently, is 


| finding a welcome response by mer- 
|chants who benefit by purchases of 
| potential film house patrons to obtain 


| merchants, 


ROADSHOW PIX’ 


the stamps. So, 
business away from them these small 
who are working with 
F&M’'s stamp plan, are experiencing 
a rise in the receipts. 

The 
nabes 
lowed 
likely 


in North St. Louis have fol- 
F&M’s stamp idea and it is 
other indies will join the 


| move, 


mering the final nail in the coffin of | 


Philly roadshows. Two-a-dayer is 
inked in for eight weeks, which will 
carry it to only one week before it 
opens regular run at the Fox In 
other words, waiting a week reduces 
top from $1.71 to 68c. 

Most exhibs feel short space of 
time between roadshowing and ordi- 
nary downtown run will so discour- 
age future roadshow trade that it 
will make it unprofitable to bring 
pictures in here on two-a-day basis. 
There was much unpleasant com- 
'ment when ‘Hurricane’ recently 
opened its usual run immediately 
after roadshowing. 








20th After Autry 


If 20th Contury-Ton can get Gene 
Autry, Republic’s western star, the 
company may schedule horse operas 
‘for the 1938-9 season. 

Company has approached Herb 
Yates in the hope of buying Autry’s 
contract but so far no headway on 
a deal has been made. 

Hollywood, March 15 

Smiley Burnette, comic in Repub- 
lic’s Gene Autry sagebrushers, has 
been elevated to stellar rating, and 
shares top-billing with Roy Rogers 
in the studio’s new western series. 
Roy Rogers was picked as the com- 





pany’s top saddle artist as a result 
of Autry’s walkout. 
Burnette first gained recognition 


with Autry on the air and is unde! 
personal contract to him. 





Writers, Talent Set 
On 3 Pictures at Par 


Hollywood, March 15. 
Assignments were passed out by 
Paramount to writers and players on 
three pictures during the past week. 
Carole Lombard and Georges Rigaud 


will be co-starred in ‘Midnight’ 
which Charles Brackett and Billy 
| Wilder will screenplay from the 
original by Franz Schulz and Edwin 
Justus Mayer. 


Preston Foster is doing the script 
on ‘If I Were King,’ which 
Lloyd will produce with Ronald Col- 


‘man as star. 


Robert Carson has been commis- 
sioned to do the first draft of the 
scenario on ‘The Light That Failed’ 
for Ray Milland. 


U’s Now Divecterate 


Board of directors for Universal 


Pictures was realigned yesterday 
(Tues.) at annual meeting held at 
Wilmington, Del. John D. Penick 


and Samuel I. Posen were elected to 
board to represent first preferred 
stockholders, filling positions which 


had been vacant, while William 
Freiday, who has been representing 
common stockholders on_ board, 


hereafter will represent second pre- 
ferred shareholders, 


Matthew J. Fox was elected a di- 
rector to represent common. stock 
interests in place of Freiday. Elec- 


tions do not increase size 


Other directors were reelected, with 


‘remainder of business routine. 


instead of taking | 
lon the screen were denounced by 


West ‘Obnoxious’; Mass. 
Has New Censor Idea 


Boston, March 15. 
Soul kisses and Mae West were 
characterized as ‘obnoxious’ in ar- 
guimnents at the State House before a 
special committee of the Massachu- 


setts Legislature concerning two 


/ bills which aim to establish a mo- 
'tion picture commission in this State 


to censor films. Long soul kisses 


Sen. Thomas M. Burke of Boston, 


‘speaking in favor of his own film 


Clarence Kaimann chain of | 


|need a commission to review 


censorship bill. 

‘We want to do away with these 
long soul kisses and suggestive im- 
morality,’ Sen. Burke declared. “The 
present censorship is superficial. We 
each 
and strike from it everything 
The situation goes be- 

and cents. It is time 


film 
obnoxious. 
yond dollars 


'we stood up and did something to 


| John P. 


| considered obnoxious films, 


prevent the corruption of our youth.’ 

Mae West drew the denunciation 
of State Supervisor of Education 
McGrail, who was favormg 
a censorship bill presented by Rep. 
Chester A. Dolan of Boston. 

Asked specifically by Rep. Fred 
B. Willis of Saugus as to what he 
McGrail 


; quickly replied: 


| bill 


Frank | 


| setts 


'his bill, 


; parts of 1,291 pictures because 


of board. | 


‘All the early Mae West pictures.’ 
Senator Burke in arguing for his 
Stated that the Legion of De- 
cency was doing a ‘good job’ of 
censorship of especially bad flickers, 
He pointed out that the legion has 
not the force of law :n Massachu- 
behind its decisions and also 
that censorship by the Moassachu- 
setts Department of Public Safety 
}extenids only to flickers that are 
shown on Sunday. 

tep. Dolan, speaking in favor of 
declared that the New York 
board of censors had eliminated 
they 
inhuman, tending to 
incite to crime, corrupt in their in- 
fluence, or sacrilegious.’ 

Leading the opposition to the bill, 
Joseph H. Brennan, secretary of the 
Allied Theatres of Masachusetts, 
said the Commonwealth is now 


were ‘indecent, 


pro- 
tected against obnoxious films. The 
Legion of Decency, he said, has 
made it possible to make good pic- 


tures and obtain public support. 
‘The league's thre at of boycott was 


most impressive,’ Brennan said, ‘and 
now can make good pictures 
which won't flop as they dia in the 
past.’ 


a : 





ae 
Mag 
dee 
wm 
Bae 
= 
» 
ee 
bad 
s+] 
$y 
# 





‘WARIETY'S’ LONDON OFFICE, 
12z © ®t. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 





INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


: le Address: VARIETY. LONDON 
FF Ea Temple Bar 5041-5042 




















x= -— 


Drop-Off of London's West End 


+. Cinema Business Ascribed To 


Growth of DeLuxe Nabe Houses 


By JOSHUA LOWE 
London, March 1. 
business isn’t 


West End 
what it used ito be 


picture 
Major pre-re- 
lease theatres these days are finding 
jt impossible to hold ug the big sub- 


jects like the gianis of old, even 
super-pictures wearing out their ap- 
peal in a very few weeks, compared 
with the spectacular runs of a few 
Nothing has since ap- 
proached the ‘Ben-Hur,’ 
which cleared 49 successive weeks at 
the Tivoli 10 years ago, nearest ap- 
being 
clocked up 


years back. 
record of 


proaches in recent history 


*Modern Times,’ which 


26 (22 at the same theatre, remain- 


der at Marble Arch Pavilion), and | 


stood to 17 
that 


‘Lost Horizon,’ which 


weeks atso at the Tivoli. In 


instance, however, business was un- |! 


derstood to have dropped off after 
11 good weeks, the remainder just 
getting by; and as regards the Chap- 
lin picture, that had to stay anyway, 
owing to the $200,000 guarantee from 
Geumont-British for the first West 
End presentation. 

More recently ‘The Good Earth’ 
played 12 packed weeks at the Pal- 
ace, and then passed to the Empire 
for two more, though legitimately it 
might have warranted more had it 
not been for pressure of subsequent 
bookings. ‘Mr. Deeds’ was outstand- 
ing for the Regal, also with 12 weeks. 
‘The Great Ziegfeld’ had about the 
same length of run at His Majesty’s 
and the Hippodrome, but 
and Juliet,’ preceding it at the for- 
mer theatre, played some weeks 
fewer there. 

Within the last few months, ‘Vic- 
toria the Great,’ although a smasher 
when generally released, was ex- 
hausted at the Leicester Square in 
eeven weeks, its only other appear- 
ance in the central area being at the 


Polytechnic, a small specialist house, | 
where it is still holding on to an in- | 


definite run. 

Analysis of modern trends, indi- 
cates the general situation is attribu- 
table almost entirely to the gradual 
encircling of the West End and the 
suburbs with an unbroken ring of 
elegant super-theatres, many of them 
superior in amenities to the central 
houses, which offer stupendous pro- 
grams at prices whose top rates 
about level with the lowest admis- 
sion in any of the major pre-release 
spots. 

Bargain Shows 

Theatres within two or three 
miles of the West End, and those in 
heavily populated dormitory areas 
further off from the center, can put 
on programs consisting of two fea- 
tures, newsreel and shorts, stage 
show and organ, in some instances 
running in excess of four hours, de- 
epite a supposed agreement among 
distributors that they will not sup- 
ply pictures where programs exceed 
3% hours total playing time. Ad- 
missions at an average range from 
around 30c to 60., rising to 80c in 
eome instances. West End prices by 
comparison (except for bargain 
matinees of 30c till 1 p. m.) start- 
ing at 60c and rising to a top of $2 
end over. Exorbitant overheads, In- 
cluding rentals, rates and taxes, dic- 
tate the high admissions which cen- 
tral houses require. 

Most o° the main suburban spots 
now -possess theatres of individual 
seating capacity greater than any of 
the central houses. Typical are 
Trocadero, Elephant and Castle, 
3,500; Associated British theatre at 
fame south London _ spot, 2,500; 
Troxy, Stepney, 3.500: Commodore, 
Hammersmith, 3.000: Gaumont Pal- 


ace, Hammersmith. 4,000; Gaumont 
State, Kilburn, 4.000: Ambassador. 
Hendon, 2.500; Ornheum, Golders 


Green, 2.800; and Gaumont Palace, 
Wood Green, 2,500. 
Further, Paramount controls four 


grnor-Astorias at Brixton (3.000). 
Streatham (2,600), Old Kent Road 
(3.000) ana Finsbury Park (2,800), 


and inner Loneon is also ringed with 
Odeons, now totaling unwards of 30 
In| number, each wit!t. capacity 
around 2.000. Sidney Bernstein, too. 
has nerhaps a dozen Granadas in key 
oute. situations, again seating round- 
ly 79 natrons each. 
Additional source of 
tompetition to West End 


‘Romeo | 


Intensive that 
shows | times improve. 


,comes from the fringe of the central 
| area, with theatres like the Domin- 
ion (2,800) and Paramount (2.500) 
in Tottenham Court Road; Stoll, 
Kingsway (2,400), Gaumont’s super 
at Camden Town, and others not 
more than a 5c carfare from Pic- 
cadilly Circus. Dominion and Para- 
mount are freak houses, playing 
second run pre-releases of big pic- 
tures or exclusive premieres of 


others which do not just command | 
top West End time, and their dual | 


bills are supported by attractive 


stage acts, embracing big time radio | 
Stoll theatre | 
operates strictly on general releases, | 


or vaudeville names. 


| coupling two biggest titles of each 
| week, while lately it has put in 
, three-quarter hour of ice show and 
extra variety turn, giving total pro- 
gram time of around 312 hours, 

4 Hours for 25¢ 

| Similar policy operates at State, 
| Kilburn, where, for instance, spec- 
tacular stage show was used to sup- 


port ‘Good Earth,’ Gaumont Palace, | 


Hammersmith, and Commodore in 
the same suburb, where residents 
can periodically enjoy a four-hour 
program for two bits (one shilling). 
| Out at Kingston, quite a piece dis- 
tant from the centre, but an im- 
|portant tributary for West End 
traffic, the Ritz swells its bill with 
topliners of vaude in a program 
| feature which was hooked up as a 
B.B.C. highlight for many months, 
| the entertainment being additional 
to full picture program. Gracie 
Fields, Jessie Matthews, Flo Des- 
mond, Billy Bennett, Teddy Brown, 
| Harry Richman may be named at 
|random among those contributing 
to stage programs at some of these 
theatres in recent weeks. 


That central spots should be feel- 
ing ill effects of this intensive com- 
| petition is not, therefore, surprising. 
The British, to whom as a general 
rule urgency must give way to value 
for money, are not slow to appre- 
ciate that, by waiting general re- 


|companies for 
ition in 1937 were: 





lease of the big stuff, they not only 
stand to get two for the price of one 
but also are in line for a stage pres- 
entation featuring big names of ra- | 
dio and variety. 

More emphatically than the ‘A’ 
pictures is the effect felt with ‘B’ 
product, or even with ‘A’ pictures 
of just below top ranking. At most, 
these are usually good for a single 
week anywhere in the West End, 
mostly to keep the program going 
between super titles. General re- 
sult with the ‘B’ product, however, 
is not only to diminish its playing 
time per picture, but also notice- 
ably to reduce the numbers of pro- 
ductions in this class that ever reach 
screens in the central zone. Fig- 
ures computed from playings of 
such material at comparatively re- 
cent periods indicate the amount of 
playing time they achieve is down 
by a very good 15°, perhaps even 
much beyond that. 

Meantime, intensive press pub- 
licity accorded pre-release of all big 


while official distributors’ policy of 
barring doubling. of ‘A’ pictures in 
one program may check increasing 
dominance of suburban business. 
Nevertheless tendency becomes 
more apparent for John Public to 
shop for his entertainment, notice- 
ably so at the present time, when 
the topnotch spenders are winter- 
sporting in Switzerland or basking 
on the French Riviera (where the 
franc is cheap). The remainder, 
|averse to paying West End prices, 
| prefer to wait till the pictures reach 
| their own neighborhood. 

So long as unrest and war scares 
hover over Europe, the 
| Britisher chucks his dough around 
| like a man with no arms. Retail 
| stores have visibly suffered under 
a wave of controlled spending by 
|the public, which is all the more 
| reason why those who pay cash for 
|entertainment take the quantity 
| every time. 
seat, save carfare 
End, and get everything but the 
theatre fittings. This may, of course, 
_be only a temporary phase. But it 
_Sives the West End trade a big 
|problem to chew on at this time. 





into 


_and further has them worrying that | 


their patrons, having developed the 
suburban theatre habit, will 
way even 





| 


average | 


They pay less for their | 
the West | 


stay | 
if and when the/| 


. : : . | manager for India, is on his 
pictures gives West End a main- | ; 


tained pull among the snap trade, | month spent on vacation and home 


‘Italy Opens Offices 
| In England, Germany 


Berlin, March 7. 

UNEP (Unione Nazionale Esporta- 
'zione Pellicole), Italian controlled 
| organization, has decided to branch 
out and open offices in other coun- 
tries for release of its own native 
film product. 
‘cently opened in London with the 
German one following soon after. 
Commodore Guido Parisch will be 
heading the company here. 

| Crashing into the German mar- 
| ket, UNEP will considerably cramp 





First of these was re~’ Giy Features Set For 








England by 20th-Fox 





Hollywood, March 15. 
| Schedule of six productions to be 


DIFU, which had up to now con- I filmed in England during the spring 


trolled Italian releases in the Reich, 


U. S. PICTS’ 5906 


IN HUNGARY 
LAST YEAR 


Budapest, Feb. 26. 
Total grosses of American picture 
Hungarian distribu- 
Metro, $160,000; 
20th-Fox, $140,000; Paramount, $80,- 
000; Universal, $70,000; Warners, 
$60,000; Unitas (London Films and 


| United Artists distribution) $50,000, 


and RKO, $30,000. Total was $590,000. 
Distributors of American pictures 
—for the most part local branches 
of the big companies—are not only 
up against local production and 
other imports, especially the French, 
which are gaining ground as fast as 
the Germans have lost it, but find it 
difficult to comply with the Hun- 
garian public's taste because not 
enough discrimination is used at the 
other end. American pictures are 
sent over as they happen along, 
without allowing for Magyar pub- 
lic’s very clearly defined taste. 
Hungarian moviegoers—and most 
other continental ones, at that—re- 
ject plotless super-musicals, Holly- 
wood, backstage and radio inside 
stuff, or features that depend en- 
tirely on dancing, fist fights, Ameri- 
can political or local conditions, 
American types or slang, or particu- 
larly vulgar or rough handling. 
Crime and gangster films are not 


| popular either with the censors or 


with the public. Historical subjects 
diluted with sloppy sentiment or ro- 
manticized beyond recognition are 
not wanted. 

What audiences ask for is a good 
plot with strong human appeal, mod- 
ern problems, sound psychology, real 
human beings on the screen, good 
acting and a wholesome sense of 
humor. Story matters more than 
expensive get-up. Exotic background 
has a strong appeal. 

The ten most successful American 
pictures in 1937 (some of them still 


running) were: ‘Maytime’ (MG), 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U), ‘100 Men 
and a Girl’ (U), ‘Camille’ (MG), 


‘Good Earth’ (MG), ‘On the Avenue’ 
(RKO), ‘One in a Million’ (20th), 
‘Jungle Princess’ (Par), ‘Angel’ 
(Par), ‘Girls’ Dormitory’ (20th). 





Kennebeck to India 


Frank V. Kennebeck, Paramount 
way 
back to Bombay after about a 
office conferences in New York. He 
goes from Cherbourg to Italy for a 
visit before continuing to India. 

Arrives at Bombay about March 
29. 





Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 





‘Whiteoaks’—April 14, ‘26 

‘French Without Tears Nov. 6. 
‘Balalaika’—Dee, 22. 

‘George and Margaret’—Feb. 2%, ‘37, 


‘Black Limelight'—April v2 

‘Victoria Regina’—June 21, 
‘Housemaster’—June 20. 

‘st. Moritz’—July 31. 

‘Time and the Conways’—Aug. 26, 
‘London Rhepsody’—Sept, 1. 

‘Going Greek’—Sept. 16, 

‘IT Have Been Here Lefore’—Sept. 22. 
‘Hide and Seek’—Oct. 14, 
*Autumn’—Oct. 15. 

‘Pp s et Londree’—Oct, 27, 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra’—Nov. 19. 
‘Robert's Wife’'—Nov. 2% 


“Thank You. Mr. Pepys’—Noy. 30, 
‘l Killed the Count’—Dee, 10, 
‘Me and My Girls'—Dec, 16 


‘Beauty and the Beast’—Dee, 27 


‘This Money HRusiness’—Jan. 6, ‘38 
‘The Melody That Got Lost'—Jan. 19. 
} ‘Nine Sharp’—Jan. 26 
} “The Innocent Party’—Jan. 27. 
| The Three Sisters’—Jan. v& 
| ‘Frozen Glory’—Feb. 10 
| The Island’—Feh, 10. 
‘Black Swans'—Feb., 15 
‘Mary Goes to See’ —Fet 14 
‘Welcome Stranger’—Feb, 17. 
| ‘Dodsworth’'—Feb. 22. 
‘Surprise Item’—Feh. 25. 
‘Invented Gode’—Feh, ws 
Death on the Table’—March & 
‘Plan fer a Hostess'—Maich 10. 


}and summer has been set by 20th- 
|Fox, with casts to be made up of 
both English and Hollywood players. 
Robert T. Kane, in charge of the 
company’s British production; Monte 
Banks, director, and William Coun- 
selman, scenarist, are now en route 
to London to set the machinery in 
motion. 

Kane, formerly !n charge of New 
World Productions, 20th-Fox sub- 
sidiary, and Banks have been con- 
ferring with company execs here for 
several weeks. 

Two of the pictures to be made 
abroad will star Gracie Fields, 
while two more will top bill Anna- 
bella. 
eras will probably be James M. 
Cain’s novel, ‘Husbands Beware,’ 
with Annabella featured and Banks 
directing. French actress, however, 
has another film to make here before 
starting across the Atlantic. 

Counselman will screenplay Gracie 
Fields’ first, which Banks will also 
direct. 


Cs 


TABLE,’ ‘PLAN’ 


LONDON CLICKS: 





London, March 15. 
‘Death on the Table,’ thriller by 
Guy Beauchamp and Michael Pert- 
wee, was presented at the Strand 


last Wednesday (9) by Basil Dean. | 


Ingenious and absorbing comedy- 
chiller looks like a certain success. 
Hartley Power has the lead. ‘Death’ 
is first of ‘Dean’s seasonal contribu- 
tions and was tried out at Richmond. 

‘Plan for a Hostess,’ clever and 
daring drawing room comedy opened 
at the St. Martin last Thursday (10), 
Has a rather meagre plot, but is de- 
lightfully played by Ronald Squire 
and Yvonne Arnaud. Harold French 


| produced. 





20TH-FOX'S FOREIGN 
SALES MEETS IN MAY 


Plans for 20th-Fox’s annual Euro- 
pean and British sales conclaves 
were set by Walter J. Hutchinson, 
foreign head, prior to S. R. Kent's 
departure for the Coast last Friday 
(11), Both he and Kent will attend 
the meets, sailing for the other side 
on April 16. The Paris convention 
will be held May 5-7, while the 
London meet will be May 12-13-14, 








Wilhiamsen-Tait Circuit 
Deal Nears Completion 





Sydney, March 15. 

Williamson-Tait takeover deal is 
reported nearing completion under 
Ken Asprey. Those interested in- 
clude Stanley Crick, former local 
Fox boss; Sir Hugh Denison, Asso- 
ciated Newspapers; Jack Mason. 
head of New Zealand Theatres. Ltd.: 
Arthur Allen and Sir George Tallis. 
Share holdings of the latter two 
make the deal possible. | 

Deal depends on the successful 
formation of a production unit to, 
lease theatres from Williamson-Tait. 
Charles Munro, of Hoyts, stated that 
although he was offered a director’s 
position under the new setup he had 
decided not to become associated in| 
any way. 





Bisgaard for Kjaer 
As Col’s Danish Mer. 


Copenhagen, March 7. 

J. J. Kjaer, manager of Columbia’s 
Danish branch, has retired after only 
10 months in the job. Going to 
America, where he has lived for 
many years, and work in the family 
business. 

Replaced as manager by Anton 
Bisgaard, 27, former salesman fo 
Paramount, 








First to go before the cam- | 


———— 


Egypt Defying Religious Taboos, 
Makes Historical Pix; but No B. 0. 


+ 


BY ARTHUR SETTEL 
fairo, March }. 
Significant is the decision of 
Egypt's Misr Film Studios te dip 
more often into national history for 
scenarios, background, etc., in turn- 
ing out new films for a growing 


public in Egypt, Sudan, Palestine, 
Iraq, Trans-Jordan, Syria, Arabia, 
Aden, Yemen, Afghanistan and 


Morocco and India. 

Koranic statute bars recreation of 
man in the image of Allah. That is 
the chief and perhaps only reason 
why Moslem art is almost non- 
existent. Cinema of course is in 
this same class of heresy. But re- 
cent years have witnessed a sharp 
modification of religious opinion, 
what with the Hollywood output 
roping in customers and with inde- 
pendence came a desire for home- 
made pictures in Arabic, and the 
mushroom growth of pic houses in 
all of the above-named countries. 

Inspired by such picts as ‘Henry 
Vill,’ ‘Three Musketeers,’ ‘Victoria 
the Great,’ ‘Queen Elizabeth’ and 
other historicals, the Misr people 
decided that they too have some- 
thing worth bragging about in the 
way of history. First product to 


issue from the Pyramids Studios 
was ‘Wedad,’ a musical which 
flopped in spite of the Mamaluke 


setting and the featuring of the 
celebrated Um Kalsoum, who was 
paid $5,000 for the picture. ‘Wedad’ 
cost the actors who participated co- 


,operatively $90,000 and raked in 
only $45,000. 
Then came ‘Lasheen,’ likewise 


choked with history. Scenario cost 
Misr $200 which was paid to its Ger- 


man author, and $500 a month 
/ which was forked over to Steve 
Harrison, British adapter. Gyppie 


actors, mute in German, and the 
foreign staff, who knew ten words 
in Arabic, didn’t get on well, so 
that cost Misr more money. 

Hassan Azzet, who starred in 
‘Lasheen,’ found only $150 in his pay 


'envelope every month despite 12 


years in Hollywood. Azzet learned 
to become a cutter, but having 
nothing to cut, he went to New York 
on the edge of bankruptcy. Misr 
grabbed him, told him to grow a 
vandyke and act. ‘Lasheen’ was ex- 
pected to click in Egypt, but for- 
eign markets are always a mystery. 

Latest product of Misr on the mar- 
ket is ‘Love, May It Live,’ a musical 
comedy, starring Abdul Wahab, and 
featuring Laila Murad, Ahmed 
Abdul Kaddas, Warih Asr, Amin 
Vahba. Results to date are fair 

Smashing business has made life 
worthwhile to the Egyptians here, 
but especially happy are the film 
houses. Latter are packing 'em in 
and putting on a triple show duily 
to accommodate the customers. 

Celluloid starts unwinding at 
10 a.m. in the big houses, with a 
matinee at thres, a supper perf st 
six, the real show at nine and the 
fireworks at midnight. Nine o’clocker 
is usually the best bet of all, what 
with Egypic houses selling full-size 
dinners during shows. And can they 
eat in Egypt. 

Misr Studio product, ‘Long Live 
Love,’ with Hollywood-trained Abdu] 
Wahab, starring, is running into a 
fourth week at the Royal, but it's 
understood they can’t take it off for 
other reasons. ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) 
is at the Metropole, ‘Victoria the 
Great’ (RKO) in its second week st 
the Diana, ‘The Bride Walked Out’ 
(RKO) and ‘Border Cafe’ (WB) at 
the Regal; ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) 
at the Kursaal; ‘Fury’ (MG) at the 
at the Kursaal; ‘Fury’ (MGM) at the 
Femina, with ‘Show Boat’ ‘U) 
thrown in; ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) at the 
Miami. 





Gov't Bank to Finance 


Mex Picture Industry 
Mexico City, March 15. 


Greater government aid is loom- 
ing for the domestic film industry. 
Plan to establish a state bank to 


finance the industry has been sched- 
uled by President Lazaro Cardenas 
for consideration at the exiraordi- 
nary congressional session to cpen 
either late this month or in Arpil. 
Bank is to have a $28,000,000 capital, 
half to be put up by the government 
and the rest by the showmen. It will 
be one of Mexico’s biggest banks. 

Proposition for founding a govern- 
ment council to regulate films in a4/] 
their phases is before the permanent 
senatorial bloc. Action on this me€es- 
ure is expected before the end o! 
this month, 




















i 
i 
' 


— 





) 








*VARIETY’S”’ LONDON OFFICE, 
‘Trafalgar 


8 St. Martin’s Piace, 


Square 








INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON 
Telephone Temple Bar 6011-5047 


ia 











How 5% Hike Affects 


Industry 





Figures based on 
under final year of old quota law 





Imported 


Films With With 

Company Into England 15% Clause 20% Clause 
3 ee eee eee -eaeee 60 9 12 
OTe Tree Tre ee 60 9 12 
Wreetter BOR. kei s ck cicedivs 60 9 12 
MET OS  4taceeereles fer 50 8 10 
BI sc odie creaaate mien a ls Rae 59 8 10 
CONDOM, cvaneareace ee 40 6 8 
RIREVOTSOL 4 ksieaccvecs Hamid 40 5 8 
United Artists ........ : 20 3 4 
Totals 380 58 76 


estimated number imported into Great Britain 


Quota Films Quota Films 








Softening of British Quota Seen As 


Stimulant to U. S. 


Hollywood, March 15. 


Although the new British Films 
Act is regarded generally in Holly- 
wood as a matter which is primarily 
the concern of the distribution end 
of the industry, centered in New 
York, certain features of the pro- 


posed act with respect to reciprocity 
have aroused distinct interest in the 
studios. More favorable quota terms 
for American-financed films made in 
England under Hollywood = super- 
vision might mean each studio here 


would produce’ several features 
yearly abroad under substantially | 
the same circumstances as Metro 


produced ‘A Yank at Oxford.’ 

There is a provision in the pro- 
posed act which would allow double 
footage quota allowance for produc- 
tions similar in management, finance 
and artistic setup to ‘Yank. That 
is to say, any film made in England 
and distributed through American 
film exchanges would have the benefit 
of serving for two pictures that are 
relc-sed by American renters in 
Great Britain exclusively. 

There is said to have been con- 
siderable opposition to this clause 
when the act was first drafted, but 
British film interests see in the pro- 
vision an inducement to American 
handle English pro- 
ductions through domestic exchanges. 
If the purpose works out English 
films will have broadened their dis- 
tribution field. Furthermore, it is 
stated, any stimulation of producing 
in England by American companies 
will increase employment in British 
studios, give wider publicity to sup- 
porting English players, and gener- 
ally build a firmer foundation under 
the British film industry. 


Elastic Quota Percentages 


In the act of 1927, just expiring. 
quotas for American distributors in 
England started with 742° and in- 
creased to 20%, in the past three 
years. New film act also contains a 
sliding scale of quota percentages, 
starting with 15°, and increasing to 
30%. 

It would be to the advantage of 
the American producers and distrib- 
utors, of course, to keep the per- 
centages as low as possible, and the 
reciprocity clause is mentioned here 
as an opportunity to hold up British 
income from rentals by taking ad- 
vantage of the double footage allow- 
ance. 

Prospect of Hollywood studies en- 
tering British production in a super- 
visory way intrigues film makers 
here. Many associate producers who 
have confined themselves for years 
within the Hollywood area would 
welcome a chance to produce abroad, 
provided they were permitted, as in 
the case of Metro’s ‘Yank,’ to have 
the assistance and co-operation of 
some of the top technicians and 
crattsmen with Hollywood training. 
Director, one or two stars and per- 
haps a principal supporting player 
would be enough, it is said Re- 
mainder of the cast and mechanical 


distributors to 


stail, with possible exception of 
camera crew, would be enlisted in 
England. Cost of such undertakings 
would far exceed the minimum of 


$65,000 
act. 


provided under the British 


Paramount Holding Off 


Metro, Warners, 20th-Fox and Co- 
lumbia have British producing affil- 
iations at present. 
withholding any advance into that 
field until the act is finally passed 
and its provisions studied. 

Al Lichtman of Metro is planning 
a trip to England on production mat- 
ters as soon as American producing- 
distribution plans of the company for 
1N38-"39 are settled within the next 
iow weeks. 


Paramount is | 


Production Abroa 


+ 





Jap Girls Troupe To 
Radio Music Hall, N. Y. 


Tokyo, Feb. 26 

With the idea of whipping the 
Takarazuka Girls’ Opera into shape 
for an appearance at Radio City Mu- 
sic Hall, N. Y., it is reported that the 
latter org will dispatch one of its 
production heads to Japan in April 

Such a move is bound to receive 
plenty of support from this side, as 
the idea has always been in the back 
of the mind of Ichizo Kobayashi, 
Takarazuka head. 


Lloyds Turning 
To French Film 
Finance, Report 


London, March 10. 
Reported in the ‘City’ circles that 


Lloyd’s insurance companies, due to | 


loss of confidence in the British in- 
dustry, are turning to French pro- 
duction as an outlet for their surplus 
finances. While U.K. studios are in 
the doldrums, their French competi- 
tors are on a sharp upswing, making 
strong bids for wide markets out- 
side their own territory. Accordingly, 
it is reported French producers are 
finding the welcome sign on the door 
when they come seeking backing in 
London, with several investing con- 
‘cerns already understood to be well 
in behind Parisian enterprises. 
| One effect of the alien relationship 
of the ‘City’ may be to promote pro- 
duction of bi-lingual versions in 
France. One British company, in 
fact, recently moved lock, stock and 
barrel across the English Channel, 
|} announcing plans to produce both 
French and English versions on the 
European mainland, 

That Continental pictures are defi- 
nitely making the grade is proved in 
/recent West End experiences, where, 
at one time, more French productions 


have been playing than domestic 
Four new ones came on to the 
screens simultaneously only a few 


weeks back. Further indication is 
given in the phenomenal success of 
| pictures like ‘La Kermesse Heroique.’ 
which played five solid months at 
Studio One, in Oxford Street, while 
currently ‘Un Carnet du Bal’ threat- 
ens to top that playing period at the 
same theatre. ‘ 

West End at this time has half a 
dozen theatres specializing in Conti- 
nental product, which so frequently 
plays to extended time that certain 
of the halls find themselves commit- 
ted to contracts more than 12 months 
ahead. with no indication of when 
some of the pictures booked can ex- 
the bill 


pect to go into 


Att: H’wood Story Eds. 


Copenhagen, March 7. 

Danish have com- 
pletely ruined Danish legit business 
of lighter plays and revues. Now 
Ludvig Brandstrup, and 
author. has written a satire on the 
Danish film companies and called it 
‘In the Danish Hollywood. Play is 
being performed at the Norrebro, 
which has played 


film comedies 


comedian 


Brandst re- 
vues to empty houses. New p! 
the theatre's last hope. 
Brandstrup has made a film to be 
shown in one of the scenes, illustrat- 
Danish film produce! 


rup’s 


ing the 


stupidity 


commodation in 


,;returned to 


Olympia Exhib Bldgs.’ 
Income $507,760 in 


London, March 9. 

Competition from the new 
| Court structure has cost the Olympia 
|} exhibition buildings almost $290.000 
/on its annual revenue. Income for 
1937, after charging all expenses is 
given as $507.760, comparing 
$796,205 the previous year. 
dend is recommended 
stock, although the previous year 
brought a payment of 10% to stock- 
holders. 

Fall-off is held due mainly to the 
transfer of the annual motor show 
from Olympia to Earls Court, for- 
mer building being unable to obtain 
any tenant to occupy the 
during the equivalent period. 
Annual radio exhibition, Ideal Homes 
exhibition and the British industries 
fair are major shows on which Olym- 


sultable 
halls 


pia has relied, last named just clos 
ing this year’s session 
To meet the situation created by 


exhibition ac- 
the Olym- 
promotion 
through a 


the provision of excess 
London, 
Pla board is to the 
field for the first time, 
newly formed subsidiary Exhibition 
Promoters (Olympia), Ltd... with 
wholly owned capital of $250,000. 


WANT HOUSES 
IN BUDAPEST 


Budapest, 


enter 


March 7 


| All the important American com- 
|} panies seem bent upon having their 
own theatres in the future. Latest 
in the market is 20th-Fox, which 
has sold pictures through distribu- 
tors up to date, but seems de- 


termined to work on its own starting 
from next fall. 

Energetic tempo is indicated by 
the fact that the 20th branch is look- 


ing for not one but two houses as 
first-run for its own films. Omnia 
/and Radius are the two under con- 
sideration. 

Local Metro branch's theatre | 
lease expires in summer and will 


not be renewed. This is the second 
time in three years that Metro is left 
without a roof of its own. 
Negotiations are afoot for lease of 
the Corso theatre, in a but 
more quiet neighborhood than that 
Metro’s two previous houses 
situated. Corso management 
already presented Metro pic- 
tures on previous occasions and will 
probably not hand over the lease 
completely, but come to some 
operation arrangement. 


select 
where 


| were 
has 


CO- 


FRENCH TALENT, PRODS. 


FOR JAP’S 1940 EXPO 


Tokyo, Feb. 26. 

R. Miyabashi, art director of Sho- 
chiku Girls’ Opera this week (23) 
Japan after a year in 
America and Europe, studying pro- 
duction of While abroad, 
|Miyabashi also made a deal with 
-aul Colin, Paris Folies Bergere. 
and Louis Jouvet, prop of the Paris 
Athena, by which French talent and 
productions will be brought to Japan 
during the exposish in 1940. 

Shochiku’'s Girls’ Opera is 


revues, 


also due 


for considerable revamping as the 
result of observations made by 
Miyabashi during his travels. Here- 


tofore all parts in the ops have been 
jtaken by actresses, but the 
troupe will follow the orthodox 
practice of including male perform- 
Takarazuka outfit is 
to follow suit. 


new 


ers. expected 


‘Winterset’ Benefits 


Copenhagen, March 7 
Surprise here is the lift of the ban 
on ‘Winterset’ (RKO by Gloria Film) 
banned here last but 
now the director of the nema, 
Rialto, Hilmar 


through the censor 


Pic was year, 
art « 


Clausen, former legit theatre 


man- 
ager, often plays benefits for unem 
ployed members of the actor union 
President of actors’ union is one QJ 


the film censor 


Metro Mgrs. in N. Y. 


Manole Zaharovyv Metro man 
Roumania wd August Gu { 
manager of the Capitol and Roxy 
heatres in Bucharest ime in fron 
the Coast vesterday (Tuesday) 
Forn is ” M-G-M’'s_ fo 
I wer tou ind will sail for hon 
it the io veek 


Earls | 


— Distribs 20% May Kill 3-for-], 
Expect Vote on Bill Next Week 


with | 
No divi- | 
on ordinary | 


Clausen, ha rot ity 


} 





U. S. Readies 


American 


readying 


are 
this 
able to 


companies 
foreign chiefs 
they will be 


3ritish quota produc- 


week so 
announce 
tion plans as soon as the new 
Great Britain 
a law, 
week or 10 days 


Warne! Bros 


has gone to 


becomes 
the next 

Sam Morris, 
representative, 


measure 
expected in 


Europe to be in 
London when the bill 
effective. Robert Kane, 
Fox foreign production 
sailed last Saturday (12) with 
tentative plans for six 
features to be turned out under 
the new law. 

Phil 
chieftain 
turned from 

the 
once-ove! a. Ss, Sa 


becomes 
20th- 
chief, 


calling 


RKO 


recently 


teisman, foreign 
re- 


where he 


only 
England 
gave production situation 
the iham 
Paramount representative in 
Great Britain, 
recommendations to 
board to act as 
Othe 
similat 


will forward his 


wr Yv a 
a # y. iO! 


the 


companies 


the sOOn as 


law is passed. 
laying 


are plans. 











British Producers 


Cull $50,000,000 


+ 





From Exhibs in 37 


London, March 8. 
Estimated total sum paid in film 
boxoffice admissions throughout the 
U. K. in 1937 was $230,000,000, av- 
erage price of a seat approximating 


to 18!sc. Of the gross total, $26,- 
250,000 found its way back to the 
Treasury in entertainments _ tax. 
Those statements were made this 
week in a radio talk by Simon Row- 
son, film statistician. 

Less than 4c of the average ad- 
mission, declared Rowson, was re- 


turned to the producer, working out 
at a total gross for the production 
end, British and American, from the 
U. K. market of $50,000,000 in the 
year. 

| Combined capital value of all pic- 
ture theatres in Britain he estimated 
at $450,000,000, stating, 


of 4,800 houses, 1,900 were circuit 
operated, comprising 40% of the 
lump sum, possibly 50% of the ag- 


gregate seating capacity Average 
capacity per theatre is 950, compar- 
ing with 750 in the U. S., 400-500 
in most European countries. 
Regarding his own previous esti- 
mate of 23,000,000 admissions weekly 


in the U. K., Rowson declared the 
seasonal fluctuation showed a peak 
of 27,000.000 weekly in January, a 


low of 17,000,000 in June. 


New Schlesinger Pic 
House in Capetown 
Capetown, Feb. 18. 

Colosseum, newest and most mod- 
ern film house in South Africa, was 
opened Feb. 14 by I. W. Schlesinger, 
head of African Consolidated Thea- 
tres. Latest ACT unit seats 1.600 and 
occupies first two floors of a 12-story 
apartment house structure. 

George Seymour 
of the Alhambra, 
new house 

First day’s biz wa huge, with 
‘Life of Emile Zola’ (WB) on the 
screen and the Johannesburg orhes- 
tra the 
Manning, on the stage 


Wirth Estate $175,000 


Sydney, March 1! 
late Philip Wirth is being 
probate. Estate is said 
around $175,000. all of 


former manager 


will handle the 


under direction of Charles 


Will of 
sadied for 


to value 


vhich has been left to the wife and 
children 
Prior to his death Wirth held the 
mntrolling interest in Wirth’s Circus 
nd built up a fortune through the 
ciation over a long span with 
the sawdust ring. Circus today is 
till a family affair and is currently 
playing the stix before coming into 
Syvdne Vv for the Lenten season 


a 


x7 Lords Seek to Boost Quota Rates; 


March 15. 


American producers who had been 


London 


pinning their hopes on the three-for- 


one quota credit proposition 


through the House of Lords in Enz- 


land’s Parliament apparently are 
doomed for disappointment. Though 
the treble quota idea, permittin 


Americans to obtain three quota cer- 


tificates for any British-made feature 
of not less than $187,500 in abou 
costs, was introduced Monday (14) 
night. it may be removed late: 

Bill probably will come up In 
House of Lords for final vote early 
next week. 

Worst new feature injected into 
the quota bill by the Lords this week 
was the boosting of the distributor 
percentage from 15% to 20°,. Re- 
sult is that instead of po yly 58 
quota credit pictures, U. S. com- 
panies will have to turn out 76 fea- 
tures on British soil or buy them 


from Great Britain produce: 
Costly Productions Out 


If the three-for-one idea is elim- 
inated, as now appears likely, and 
the 20% for distributors remains, 
distribs here admitted that costly 
production in England was not like- 
ly. It meant quantity rather than 
quality film-making, though adding 


enormously to expenditures U. S. 
companies would have to make for 
quota product as compared with the 
old British quota. 


Lord Moyne was credited with the 
clause boosting the distrib quota 
from 15% to 20%. While tilting quo- 


ta percentages, the House of Lords 
committee also raised the exhibitor 
quota from 124%4% to 15%. Committee 
also tossed out a provision to 
lieve exhibs of 5% of their quota for 


re 
I - 


| the current year. 


Reciprocity plan put into the bill 
permits Americans to obtain a quota 
certificate for any British film 
acquired for not less than $100,000 
for U. S. release. This also is viewed 
as disappointing and p:obably will 
further curtail widespread distribu- 


{tion of English-made product in 
America, some distributors figuring 
they would be fortunate to net half 
this amount in rentals from most 


of the total | 


| could be high cost. 


British films in U. S. 

Three-for-one proposition already 
had been weakened as far as Amer- 
ican producers were concerned by 
the inclusion of a 50% clause, forc- 
ing U. S. distributors to make only 
half of quota credit features under 
such classification. Thus, under its 
new ‘interpretation, instead of mak- 
ing three high cost productions, 
American company would have to 
produce seven pictures and only one 
Same ratio pre- 


| vails down the line. 


Quota Depts. Loom 

Because more productions wil! 
have to be made in England than 
originally hoped for, the quota serv- 
ice department idea for U. S. com- 
panies has obtained added impetus 
in the last few days. Department 
for each company would be largely 
1 one-man division, its sole func- 
tion being to effect savings for quota 
production being set in England ot 


any other quota law country in 
which American firms must make 
films. 


Such economies: would be possible 
by earmarking sets, costumes, char- 
acters, sequences, etc., deemed suited 
in productions in progress at Holly- 
By maintaining liaison with 
the needs of the company’s produc- 
ing unit on foreign soil, it is figured 


wood 


ihat much of the costliness of the 
entire quota = system might be 
trimmed. 

British film business continues to 


look to Hollywood for its top prod- 


et And back of the whole quota 
idea in England presently is the be- 
hef that the British could be aided 


if American companies would cz 


some of these high-rate production 
ideas overseas. Think that the quota 
may serve to turn out fine filn mn 
Eneglish soil 
From the long-ran se point of 
lew, smarter U.S. producing heals 
believe that fostering high quality 


pictures in Great Britain 
will go far in bringing more liberal 
the future when the 
rent British law is revised from time 
to time Alternative doubtlessly 
will be stricter restrictions a 


In quota 


terms in cure 


iain<t 
Vait 
‘ 


ributors 
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TOPPING THE PREDICTIONS OF 
OUTDOING HER OWN BOX C 


Acer Deerentee 





HELD OVER 
ALL OVER! 


NEW YORK 
TO FRISCO! LOS 


ANGELES ! MIAMI ! 
DETROIT! 
BALTIMORE ! 
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FILM REV 








JEZEBEL 


Warner Bros. release of William Wyler | 


roduction. Stars Bette Davis; features 
denry Konda, George Brent, Margaret 
Lindsay, Donald Crisp, Fay Bainter. 
rected by William Wyler. Screenplay by 
Clements Ripley, Abem Finkel, John Hus- 
ton; based on play by Owen Davis, 5Sr.; 


Di- | 


'to the 


Jwow; musical score, Max Steiner; musical | 
director, Leo Forvstein; art director, Rob- 
ert biaas, At Radio City Music Hall, 

N. ¥., week March 19, '38. Running time, | 
100 mins. 

Dt cticsaatoe ep edawa anaes ..Bette Davis 
Brenrot TNOIG. os kocccesdes -Henry Fonda 

bn Pe errr rrrrer rrr (ieorge Brent 

pe Pea cee eoeeee+-Margaret Lindsay 

Sar. EsAVINMStON@..ccecses eee Donald Crisp 

po Be eee Peancatews Fay Bainter | 
WO sscheschedaaeeances e+--Richard Cromwell 

Ge. POON: 6666 cadcacéss Henry O'Neill | 
Mrs. Kendrick........ ese Spring Byineton 

pe Oe eee John Litel 

MPR MMII kh S065 s.0a0boud cue Gordon Oliver 

nn As pa ok d.0d's.aeae wa bee Janet Shaw | 
Zette.. ‘ $0066 6684605 Theresa Harris 

Stephanie Kendrick........Margaret Early 

BO as tukennseesenece Irving Pichel 

CN aN e646 6460464.640606006 Edd.e Anderson 

a | SP eee ee .- Stymie Beard 

Uncle Cato.... in ..Lou Payton 


De Lautru . George 

Bette Davis has gone with the 
Warner Bros. in the first of the im- 
pending cycle of Dixie-drawling 
films. Comes in ahead of ‘Gone With 
the Wind,’ which may be something 
of an exploitation asset. And ‘Jeze- 
bel’ will need every bit of ballyhoo. 
It's possessed of enough ingredients 


to stir up interest; film should get 
pretty good audience reaction. Will 


do its share of b.o., particularly with 
the femme trade. 

‘Jezebel’ just misses sock propor- 
tions. That's due to an anlti-climactic 
development on the one hand, and a 
somewhat static character study of 
the Dixie vixen, on the other. 


Renevant | E . 
| getting himself a Job. 
| business 


Against an 1852 New Orleans lo- |! 


cale, when the dread yellow jack 
{yellow fever epidemic) broke out, 
the astute scriveners—Clements Rip- 


ley, Abem Finkel and John Huston— | 


have fashioned a rather convincing 
study of the flower of Southern 
chivalry, honor and _ hospitality. 


There are moments when the 
tious might detect grave transgres- 
sions of these high standards, but 
for mass consumption the script is 
oke. 

Detracting is the fact that Bette 
Davis’ ‘Jezebel’ suddenly metamor- 
phoses into a figure of noble sacrifice 
and complete contriteness, as she 
begs her ex-lover’s Yankee wife to 
permit her (Davis) to accompany 
the stricken Fonda to the 
where all yellow jack victims are 
incarcerated. Fadeout, on this pic- 


cap- | 


| choke in the throat. 


island | 





on a mere $15,000 a year. She's in 
love with him but only 15 grand per 
annum is pretty hard to take. Just 
goes to show how tough things are 
getting these days. The fact that 
Robert Montgomery, Virginia Bruce, 
Warren William, Binnie Barnes and 


camera, Ernest Haller; film editor, Warren | Alan Dinehart combine to make it a 


very agrecable entertainment puts 
‘The First Hundred Years’ in the big 
eague of first-run pictures, with a 
chance for subsiantial boxoffice re- 
turns. 

It’s all in the manner and the way 
it is done. Richard Thorpe has di- 
rected skillfully a story which is 
hackneyed and old-fashioned. Even 
point where the separated 
couple are reunited by the discovery 
of an approaching little one. And 
most surprised at the news is the 
expectant mother, How’s that for a 
new twist? 

Miss Bruce is an author’s and ar- 
tist’s agent in partnership with War- 
ren William. Mongomery is a yacht 
designer who has had a hard time 


he is Known as Miss Bruce’s 
which rather burns him up, 
30 when offer comes from New 
Bedford to take charge of a ship- 
building plant he is delighted at the 
prospect of being able to stand on 
his own feet. Job doesn’t pay much, 
of course, only $15,000 a year, but it’s 
better than loafing and meeting his 
wife and her business friends after 
yffice hours 

The idea of moving to New Bed- 
ford doesn’t make a hit with Miss 
3ruce, 
in the winier. Besides, she likes her 
business and the excitement of 
bringing talent to the attention of 
Broadway managers and Hollywood 
producers, William wants her to re- 


husband, 


the 


main in the firm and gets Alan Dine- | 
art to act as her lawyer in the sep- |. : . 
hart to act as y *** | is rarely convincing as The Girl who 


aration proceedings. 

Comes Harry Davenport, 
uncle from Seattle, and Miss Bruce 
persuades Montgomery to pass an 
evening in her home as if they were 


| 


Around show | 


Maybe she was there once, | 


rich | 


happily married. So they all gather | 


around one of those new electric or- 
gans and sing ‘Old Grey Bonnet’ to 
fool the old man. 

The audience is on right there that 
it will turn out happily 


;} cast in 


——e 


"ARIETY 15 








Miniature Reviews 


‘Jezebel’ (WB). Bette Davis 
starrer in a Dixie mood. Good 
femme film, assured of okay re- 
sults. 

‘The First Hundred Years’ 
(MG). Smart comedy amusing- 
ly play by Montgomery, Vir- 
ginia Bruce, Warren William, 
et al. 

‘The Girl of the Golden West’ 
(MG). Slow-moving, two-hour 
musical western with Jeanette 
MacDonald and Nelson Eddy. 

‘Over the Wall’ (WB). Authen- 
tic melodrama of prison life, 
penned by Warden Lawes, 
headed for nice biz. 


‘Dangerous to Know’ (Par). 
‘B’ meller from a fast-fading 
gangster cycle with Akim 
Tamiroff. For the duals. 

Island in the Sky’ (20th). 
Melodrama with more laughs 
than thrills; for double bills. 


‘When G Men Step In’ (Col). 
Action meller which will get 
by as No. 2 booking. 

‘Fury Below’ 
less quickie, 
dualers. 


Care- 
some 


(Merc) 
only for 


Dr. 
research in 


‘Crime of Hallett’ (U). 
Medical the jungle; 
a not too convincing dualer, 











vates the auditor. Miss MacDonald 


runs the mining town’s lone saloon, 
and Nelson Eddy is a creampuff 
Mexican bad man. Walter Pidgeon 


another 
anybody 
stumble 


lovesick sheriff is 
although almost 
these roles would 


as the 
miss-out 


| in view of the hapless circumstances. 


because | 


neither Miss Bruce nor Montgomery | 


can finish the song 
But they battle 
once more over the presence of a 
private detective in the apartment. 


Thereafter the big surprise about 


| the tiny tot, and at the fadeout Mont- 


ture of a Dixie belle Florence Night- | 


rather 
Audience’s imagina- 


ingale, leaves it 
and confusing. 


tion is unable to cope with the likely | 


outcome, especially since it’s been 
more or less forcibly impressed that 
it’s a 1,000-to-one shot anybody can 
come back alive from the bayou 
island nearby, amidst all that con- 
centrated disease. 

However, in its unfolding, William 
Wyler’s direction has drawn an en- 
grossing cross-section of old south- 
ern manners and hospitality. It’s 
undoubtedly faithful to a degree, and 
not without its charm. At times it’s 
even completely captivating. 

Henry Fonda and George Brent 
are the two whom Miss Davis vi- 
ciously pits against each other; and 
later, Richard Cromwell must like- 
wise challenge the champ dueling 
Brent. Latter’s conception of the 
southern gentleman who exa9#gerat- 
edly arranges pistols-for-two, 
whether in tavern or drawing room, 
and with equal eclat and Dixie elan, 
is in keeping with what is the most 


suspended | 
| written, 


virile characterization in the picture. | 


Margaret Lindsay as the Yankee 
wife, Fav Bainter as the 
Aunt Belle, Henry O'Neill as Gen. 
Bogardus, and Donald Crisp shoulder 
the burden of the support. 
Technique is ultra. Particularly 


patient | 


noteworthy is Max Steiner’s exnvert | 


musical score, which more than 
merely sets the moods. Steiner has 
blended his dramatic musical back- 
grounds to literally pitch and project 
the high-tension dramatics, yet it’s 
rarely obtrusive. Ernest Haller’s 


camera work is another major con- | 


tribution. The editing by Warren 
Low could and should have chopped 
down that 100 minutes to 80; it would 
have shaped uv much better with the 
footage pruned. Abel. 


THE FIRST 100 YEARS 


(WITH SONG) 


Hollywood, March 15. 


Metro-Goldwvn Mayer release of Norman 


Krasna) production, Stars Robert Mont- 
gomery ond Virginia Bruce; features War- 
ren William, Binnie Barnes and Alan Dine- 
hart. Directed by Richard Thorpe, Stery 


by Norman Kkrasna; screenplay by Mel- 
villa Baker; musical score by Ir. William 
Axt; song, Bob Wright and Chet Forrest; 
art, Cedri Gibbons, Urie MetCleary and 
Edwin . Willis; camera, Joseph Iutten- 
berg: editor, Conrad A. Nervig Previewed 
at Vilinge theatre, March 8, ‘58. Running 
time, 75 mins 
David Conway Robert Montgomery 
Lynn Conway.. casa suveden Ye eee 
MENGE BOTAC 6 oe ccccsscce Warren William 
Claudia Weston..... Rinnie Barnes 
Samuel 7, Walker Alan Dinehart 
Uncle Dawson Horry Pavenport 
CS > “at oe >es bes Nvydia Westman 
William Revan.....ccccces ..Donetd Mri¢ees 
Judge Parker bsegewedaeead Jonathan Hale 
Chester Bloscomb........ Fl fe. Clive 
RSOOPHO. Wallac. ocicesdeees Lee Bowman 
Pas d bed vsbsetseuseeen Torben Mever 
Martha... = eee he Rolil Posing 
Wilkins Irving acon 
This is a comedy of marriage 


predicated on the problem whether a 
self-supporting wife should sacrifice 
her business carrer and a modern- 
istic office in New York to live with 
her husband in New Bedford, Mass., 


gomery is driving to New Bedford 
with one hand on the wheel. 

Melville Baker’s screenplay is well 
with some very amusin# 
dialog and situations. It is based on 
an original story by Norman Krasna, 
who also produced the film. Whole 
thing is smarthly done without be- 
ing overdone. 

Montgomery returns to light com- 
edy which is his best field where he 
is a standout. He and Miss Bruce, 
who improves with each picture, are 
a strong team and sympathetic com- 
bination. Binnie Barnes is spotted in 
a small part but gets over big as a 
femme menace quite willing but un- 
able to step into the breach and con- 
sole Montgomery. That she tries and 
fails is one of the best points in the 
script. Donald Briggs and E, E. Clive 
have good bits. 

Suitable in all types of houses. 





Flin, 
Girl of Golden West 
(OPERETTA) 
Metro release of William Anthony Mee | 


Guire production, Stars Jeanetie Mac- 
Donald, Nelson Eddy; features Walter 
Pidgeon, Leo Carrillo, Buddy Kkbsen, Di- 
rected by Robert Z. Leonard. Screenplay 
by Isabel Dawn and Boyce DeGaw; based 
on play by David Belasco: music by_ Sig- 
mund Romberg; Iyrics by Gus Kahn; 
musical director, Herbert Stothart; dances, 
Albertina Rasch; art Cedric Gibbons; 


Oliver 1. Marsh; special ejects, 


camera, 

Slavko Vorkapich; film editor, W. Donn 
Hases. Previewed in Projection Room 
N. Y., March 14, 38. Running time, 120 
mins. 

Mary Robbins Jeanette MacDonald 


because of the | 


Film tries for conviction, but 
doesn’t quite make up its mind to 
be a frank piece of operetta fol-de- 
rol, and, instead, meanders from 
western realism to musical extrava- 
ganza. But mostly against it is that 
120 minutes’ running time—and two 
hours of even a good picture is more 
than enough. 

Sigmund Romberg score allows 
for but two duets by the stars, ‘Who 
Are We to Say?’ and ‘Dance with 
Me, My Love,’ a sort of tango ballad. 
‘Shadows on the Moon’ is reprised 





as a sort of thematic, and Eddy 
registers with his ‘Senorita’ sere- 
nade. ‘Mariachie’ is the sock pro- 


duction number, quite well done in 
the governor’s Spanish courtyard as 
part of the annual rancho fiesta. 
Miss MacDonald also has two solo 
opportunities with ‘Liebestraum’ and 
‘Ave Maria,’ latter backed by a boys’ 
choir in a church setting. Complet- 


|ing th: musical motif Buddy Ebsen 





| ings. 


Ramerez dD. cccoeee Nelson Kddy 
‘Lieutenant Johnson’ y 
BOC FOBMRCE sc vcccandesds ..Walter Pidgeon 
Mosquito..... WerTrrty Te ...Leo Carrillo 
NJADAMA. ...6.- cece eee reees Buddy Ebsen | 
POGGO. ccc ccccsvcecsceosoes .Leonard Penn 
Nina Martinez..... Cceccess Priscilla Lawson 
} Sonora Slim.....e-6 steneessses Bob Murphy 
TrINIGRE JOG... ccsecccssece .. Olin Howlin! 
Minstrel Joe. ccccesosseees Cliff Edwards 
ICM as 900064080 0s 60600 saecvere Ry peavae 
The Professor....e-eeeeeess Brandon Tynan 
Father Sienna... .ecceceesesss H. I, Warner 
Governor........ee-.++eeeee-Monty Woolley 
This musical mustanger with 
Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson 


Eddy finds the stars not only out of 
their element, but hemmed in by a 
two-hour melange of the great out- 
doors, Mexican bandits, early Span- 
ish-Californian atmosphere and mu- 
sical boredom. It’s 45 minutes be- 
fore the stellar pair mect up for the 
first time, and half as long before 
Miss MacDonald makes her first ap- 
pearance. The forepart is taken up 
with considerable atmospheric foot- 


age to plant the western pioncer 
motif. Film will be a spotty entry 
despite the musical pair’s marquee 
values. 

‘The Girl of the Golden West’ is 
from an old David Belasco play, 
authored and produced by him in 


1905 with Blanche Bates and Robert 
Hilliard in the leads. (And later 
done by the Met as an opera.) More 
than 30 years later, despite the al- 
chemy of Hollywood and the gener- 
ous production values endowed this 


outdoors operetta, it’s pretty dated 
stuff. 
What defeats the picture mostly 


is the fact that it never 


“ h yily capti- j 


| wards 


has a snatch of an unimpressive 
doggerel, ‘The West Ain’t Wild Any 
More.’ 


Miss MacDonald looks well in a 


difficult assignment and at times 
almost makes her western you-all 
sound convincing. The _ situations 


are too much against Eddy histri- 
onically although vocally he’s ef- 
fective. Leo Carillo is more to the 
bad man roles. H. B. Warner has a 
fine characterization, made to order 
for his sympathetic style, as the 
padre. Brandon Tynrzn also clicks 
as the sot Professor. s’riscilla Law- 
son is a looker and a forceful face 
as Eddy’s senorita up in the hills; 
and Ebsen, Leonard Penn, Bob 
Murphy, Olin Howland and Cliff Ed- 
make bits stand up. Bill 
Cody, Jr., and Jeanne Ellis as the 
kid counterparts of the stellar pair 
are very winsome youngsters, latter 
a particularly sympathetic looker. 

Czumera work is almost portraiture 
at times. Robert Z. Leonard allowed 
Oliver T. Marsh’s otherwise fine 
lensing to thus retard the proceed- 
There is so much obvious 
room for cutting of 20 minutes or 
so, one wonders why film editor 
Hayes or director Leonard didn’t 
avail themselves of it. 

The printing is in sepia, 
the warm browns to which Metro 
has been partial, but occasional in- 
digo sepia tints are also spliced in. 

Abel. 


OVER THE WALL 


(WITH SONGS) 





Warner !} release of Cosmopolitan 
production Features Dick Foran June 
Travis, Johr J.itel I> Purc ll, George 
KB. Stone Directed by Frank MacDonald 
Story b Warden Lewis BF. lawes: sereen 
pl } Crane Wilbur and George Br er; 

mes M In Jerome and Jack Scholl; 
lialog dire ” Frank Dackwith; film edi- 

r Fr k M Kee ‘ nr ‘ Jam 2 | \ in 
lrees Reviewed in Proje m Room, N 
Y March 11, '3S Kitunning time, 72 mins 
Jerry Divis Diek Toran 


Kay Norton June Travis 


Father Con ‘ John Litel 
Ace Scanlon ; ‘ Dick Purcell 
“{oxine : Veda Ann Borg 
‘ p ( yore t e 
Keddie “ ard nd 
Warden ] » Wa } ’ 
. _ 9 ler 4 Seal 
limmv TD « I pure 
john Davis Hlomans 
Mre Da I oo Har 
Con t ‘ nad if ’ 
Ioe 1 DD .- 
heepe lie ! I 


Warner Bro has made a wise 
election for Di Foran’'s first fling 
mwa from tt boot and saddle 
roles in ‘Over the Wa I War- 


- | 


| 
den Lewis E. Lawes’ second prison ' 


story for the screen. His ‘20,000 


| Years in Sing Sing’ was a suck, and 


his fame over radio and in the public 
eye as a criminal authority is a help. 
After that it is a matter 
o’-mouih, and film will get this. 
Though Dick Foran was weaned 
away from strictly western fare wiih 
supporting roles in ‘Black Lezion’ 
and ‘Perfect Specimen,’ this vehicle 
stamps him as good material for ro- 
bust dramas. Whether his name in 
addition to Lawes’ authorship, since 
that’s all the exhibitor has for the 
marquee, is sufficient to land it solo 
feature is highly dubious. There is 
the additional handicap of hitting 


| theatres at a time when prison yarns 


| Maria’ 





are surfeiting the market. 3ut the 
picture should do nice net business, 
especially in view of minimum pro- 
duction budget. Film runs little more 
than an hour, making it fit well on 
dual setup. Strong enough for the 
first feature in specific localities. 
What this production 
names it makes up in excellent act- 
ing contributions and the direction 
by Frank MacDonald. Story is about 
an arrogant fighter who is railroaded 
to the pen for a murder he did not 
commit. Yarn depicts him battling 
the whole prison system until a puc- 
nacious pr.son chaplain takes him in 
hand. Though the youth never ‘goes 
over the wall,’ he does attempt to 
escape, while on outside duty, long 
enough to prove his innocence 
Action calls for Foran to 
his familiar singing, with this neatly 
interwoven into the plot when the 
embittered prisoner is persuaded to 
lead the penitentiary choir and go 
on the chaplain’s radio prosram. 
‘One More Tomorrow,’ credited to M. 
K. Jerome and Jack Scholl, is the 
tune most heavily plugged and shows 
possibilities. Foran warbles several 
other familiar tomes, with ‘Ave 
highlighted. His vocaling 
compares favorably with previous 
work, and will not disappoint those 
accustomed to his buckaroo melodies. 
June Travis, as the amateur boxer’s 
sweetheart, provides an interesting 
heroine who contrasts nicely with 
the feature’s grimmer aspects. George 
E. Stone chips in with one of his bet- 
ter characterizations, especially in 
the death-bed sequence, as the gan 
leader’s lieutenant. Dick 


lacks in 


try out 


looking*too much like Foran for best 
results. Veda Ann Borg, who's been 


coming along well, justifies this con- | 


fidence as the vivid gangster moll. 


Ward Bond, John Hamilton, Tommy | 


Bupp, Raymond Hatton (in a better 
than usual bit), Robert Homans and 
Jonathan Hale head the support. 
Crane Wilbur and George Bricker 
have provided crackling dialog and 


|a neat adaptation of Warden Lawes’ 





original. Frank MacDonald’s direc- | 
tion maintains a swift pace, with 
proper accentuation for  picture’s 


climax. Skillful photography by 


James Van Trees helps film’s realism. | 


Here’s one for the exhibitor to 
play around with, results dependinz 
on what is accomplished with com- 
bination of Lawes and Foran names. 

Wear. 





Dangerous to Know 


Paramount production and release. Stars 
Gail Patrick, Akim Tamiroff, Anna May 
Wong; features Lloyd Nolan, Roscoe Karns, 


Anthony Quinn. Directed by Robert Florey, 
From play by Edward Wallace: adaptation, 
William R. Lipman and Horace Met'o 


film editor, Arthur Schmidt: photography, 


Theodor Sparkuhl At Criterion, P 
week March 11, ‘38. Running time, 68 mins, 
Madam Lan YVing...cccoses Anna Mav Wone 
PUGree POOR. .6<cccccnsses Akim Tamiroff 
Margaret Van Kase...........- Gail Patriek 
Insnector Brandon.......+-..--lloyd Nolan 
Phillip Eatson...... eeeses. Harvey Stephens 
Nicholai Kusnoff........... Anthony QOutnon 
Dunean ose crecceseeseeesece Roseoe Karns 
Mavor Bradley...... ‘ ...Portor Hall | 
a eee 6000 .Barlowe RBarlond 
DEN, SMUNRs és s dsnccdee sc Hedta HWooner 
Harvey Gregmeson....ce. Hugh Sothern 
John Rance....... ; Edward Pawley 


‘Dangerous to Know,’ a somewhat 


strained attempt to suit material to 


| Akim Tamiroff, Par’s character star, 


mostly | 


is a ‘B’ meller of dubious box office 
potentialities, It’s a gangster 
that comprises a plot of unconvinc- 
ing and frequently absurd situations 
which are developed in an unimpres- 
Sive manner. Will for double 
bills where the demands are not too 
severe, 

A good cast from Tamiroff down is 


suit 


| the picture’s best asset but again, as 


in some instances in the past, Tami- 
roff is too deliberate and unnatural. 
Efforts to heroize him as a 
who stops at nothing to get what 
he wants, have the converse effect 
of lengthening the unsympathetic in- 
character. Tamiroff is 
not easy to suit to material and wuile 
he injects the proper menace he 


gangsier 
> 


terest in the 
verest in tne 


otherwise offers little in his latest 
role, 
People with him are all capable, 


including 


Gail Patrick, the society 
sa] he 


strives to win by fair means 
xr foul: Anna May Wong, who plays 


his ‘hostess’ (new version for mis- 
tress); Lloyd Nolan, police inspector, 
and Roscoe Karns, his aide. The di- 
rection, by Robert Florey, and the 


‘ripting 
Horace 
abilities of 


by William R. Lipman and 
McCoy, are far beneath the 
the cast. Arthur Schmidt 
might have clipped better around the 
edges, the action frequently being 
dragged out badly. Char 


of word- | 


Purcell | 
makes a fair gangster chief, though | 


item | 





= : = 


ISLAND IN THE SKY | 


Hollywood, March 15. 





| 20th Century-Fox release of Sol M. Wurte 
zel production Features Gloria Stuurt, 
Michael Whalen, Paul Kellg, Robert Kele 
lard, June Storey, l’aul Hurst. Director, 
Iferbert I Leeds; screenpla by 1 noes 
Hyland and Albert Ray; story, Jerr ’ . 
‘amera Edward Cronjager; irt, Bernard 
tlerzbrun and Chester Gore; editor, Harr 
Reynolds; musical director Samu Ina tin, 
l’reviewed at Lptown theatre, March ® "33. 
Running time, 62 mins 

SUMO HIGYVOS. .ccccscces 7 Gloria rt 
Michael Fraser....... M mel Whalen 
Le) FORE e Teer Tere rere ‘ ant Kk v 
"eter VINCeNt.. wes. es Robert Kellard 
Lucy Rhodes........ Tastee June rey 
EO SP re ‘a blerrat 
i Be er I 1 Arms 
Walter Rhodes s< Wil 8B. *! ’ 
ti | ree -George Hiurn> 

| Mrs. O Shea... .. - 2 \g Her 4 
Inspector Whitehead Chai ’ mwa 


If good-looking juveniles should 
take the witness stand at their own 
trials for murder and tell the 
truth instead of hiding mysteriously 
behind a wall of silence there 
wouldn’t me so many melodramatic 
plots of secondary, supporting feat- 


simple 


ures. ‘Island in the Sky’ is an en- 
tertaining hour passed in telling a 
tory the hard way. Some good com- 
edy characterization some excite- 


ment on the open road and a bit of 
trigger pulling in a crowded nicht 
spot make it be‘ter than average and 
a satisfactory dualer. 

Yarn is about a young woman, pri- 


vate secretary to an assistant d.a, 
who is convinced that a youth. ree 
cently convicted of murder, is inno- 
nt. She postpones her marriage to 
ihe d.a. long enough to do me 
leuthing on her own account. Date 
f the boy’s execution approaches, 
but at the last minute she digs up 
the necessary evidence for pardon. 
With that good deed done, she pro- 
ceeds with her romance. Gloria 


Stuart makes an attractive detective 
Title comes from the name of a 
nitery perched hivh on the roof of a 


Manhattan sykseraner, a wanky 
Nint operated bv J.eon Ames. one- 
time partner of Paul Kelly, who is 


finishine up a prison term. Latter’s 
son, Robert Kellord, is the accused. 
Against the boackeround of vrison, 
courtrooms and Inw enforcement, 
Herbert I. Leeds, director, interno- 
lates some amusing incidents and 
characters. Paul Hurst sunplies 
something more thon the routine 
|dumb detective. Aggie Herring is a 
very funny Irish maid. with small 
| regard for the police. Entire cast is 
‘ood and plays un tn the fast nace of 
ithe direction. Witlard Robertson, 
June Storey and Charlies D. Brown 
°nnear in sunvorting roles. Michael 
Whalen at the top of the featured 
| list hasn’t much to do as the ~rose- 
cutor. Flin, 


VESSEL OF WRATH 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, March 7. 
British 


Associated Pictures release 4 


Mayflower (Tommer-Laughton) produ m, 
| Stars Charles Laughton; features Elsa Lan- 

hester, Directed by Erich Pou r. 

Adapted from novel of WwW. Som t 

Maugham by Sartlett Cormack: ¢ hario, 

I. Van Thal; camera, Jules Kruger, (iiss 
| Drisse, At the Regal, Londom Kunoning 
|} iime, 82 mins. 

Ginger Ted..... Coccoccocs Charles Laughton 
| Martha SOMES: sccccccccccce Klsa Lanche-ter 
| ROY, SOMEE. 666606 60deseesees Tyrone Cuthtie 
| Controleur..... $4 6040600080-~ Robert Newton 

MON tceseeds Tererriin. eecees Dolly Mollinger 

MORNE 64:46 446 8e0 0% Cogecccccese Rosita Ca a 
|} Sergeant Henrik..........-++. J. Solomon 

BOA COMOMiiscrctscs 660600008 red Groves 
| rer erer Eliot Makelam 


| 
| 


Moment this film starts you recog- 
nize the master touch. Laughton has 
'a flair for film producing and, in co- 
operation with such an experienced 
| topnotcher as Erich Pommer, a well- 
turned-out picture is assured. This 
; one should be a hit of no mean pro- 
portions here, and should do well as 
'a first feature in America. 

Laughton is a beachcomber remit- 
tance man on a small island in Ma- 
lay, cashing his monthly allowance 
,;and promptly getting drunk, barely 
existing until the next 30 days have 
passed, It is a Dutch possession, and 
lthe Controleur, who has been edu- 
cated in England, grows fond of the 
derelict and often has him to hig 
home out of sympathy. Thin7s, 
however, reach a stage where he 
has to send the waster to jail. His 
most virulent prosecutors are the 
Rev. Jones and his sister, mission- 
aries from England. Underneath all 
his degeneration, Ginver Ted 
(Laughton) is an Enezlish ¢entleman, 
| who went to pieces when has father, 
a country vicar, refused to permit 
him to marry the barmaid of the 
‘Fox and Rabbit’ in the local town. 

Fncounters with Rev. Jones 
sister Martha make for delightful 
comedy situations that always hoa 
an underlying humanity viewed from 


the resnective onnonents’ outloo: 

His face curdles when he sees Mor- 
tha. It culminates in his saving the 
firl’s life. and they marry. Boh 
niter their viewnoints, she having 
cured him, and vice versa In the 
end he is seen as the nronrictor of 
the ‘Fox and Rabbit.’ »bsolutely te. 


total, and she nre 
fin -necial end of the public house 


dint over the 


Not much of a storv in ft} rriaf 
rorration, but it is effectivel hone 
Aled Laucthton his an feal role 
He plays a lovable derelict bot‘or 
then a ruthle shin’s commar>r, 
fretting more out 


of comedy thon 
drama. His humor is invitorcting, 


even when borderin’ on the indeti- 


P, ite, and his character ry rtravol ’ 
netrously persuasive F'sa Tone 
lester makes an exesliont fil for 

i (Continued on page 17° 
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VESSEL OF WRATH | around by his newshound sweetie. | 


(Continued from page 15) 
him as an indomitable spinster even- 
tually softening. Characterization is 
amusing without undue caricature. 


One of the biggest hits of an alto-. 


gether competent supporting cast is 
Robert Newton as the Controleur. 

It would be a safe hazard to sug- 
gest that the Pommer direction is 
entitled to a large proportion of the 


generally good results achieved in| 


this production. Details are artistic 
and apparently meticulously correct. 
Photography more than competent. 
Scenarist managed to get a lot of 


humor out of so slim a plot, which is ' 
unfolded in a manner to excite inter- | 


est, and the dialog is pungent and 
shameless. 


Thoroughly ingratiating comedy, 
and the entertainment unfailing. 
Jolo. 


WHEN G MEN STEP IN 


|} Features Pierre Kenoir, Lise Delmare, 
Louis Juyet, Andrex, Ardisson, Paul Dul- 
lac, Jean-lweuis Allibert, Nadia Sibirskaia, 
Aime Clariond, Directed by Jean Renoi: 
seenario by Jean Renoir, C, Koch and N, 
Martell-Direyfus ancient music, Bach, 
uiretry, Lalande, Rameau, Rouget de Lisle; 
nodern music, Sauveplane, Kosma;: sets, 
Sarsaq, Wakhevitch; costumes, Granier, 
(han camera, Bourgoin, A Douarinou, | 


| laise,’ 


ilumbia release of Wallace MacDonald 
production Features Don Terry, Jacque- 
ling Wells, Robert Paige, Gene Morgan, 
Paul ix Directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr. 
Story and adaptation, Arthur T. Horman 
and Robert C. Bennett; editor, Al Clark: 
photography Henry Freulich At Globe, 
N Y March 12, ‘38, Running time, 0 
mens 
PVGGOTIOM SHOT é60.cscavscaseeas Don Terry 
Marjory Drake....... -.-- Jacqueline Wells 
ih G Me a! PPP RREL ETT PePT TT er Robert Paige 
POMONGs 6k 52404000 0004660K66005 Gene Morgan | 
ih eo ee S640 c08 6088 Paul Fix 
J ON. accvcesedoseocereos Stanley Andrews 
PROP ov éesedba6ded ako auars KMdward Karle 
Jon MEBs 6006 0600b ebb Horace MacMahon 
POLK bs Was caeeasedeseNeabbeuaen Heuy White | 

A run-of-the-mill G-man meller 


that will do as the No. 2 feature on 
duals but desirable that a strong lead 
booking go with it. The running 
time, 60 minutes, will enable a break 
on turnover. 


Wallace MacDonald produced from 
an original by Arthur T. Horman 
and Robert C. Bennett. 
spending a great deal of money, 
MacDonald has turned out a ‘B’ that 
has good backgrounds, moves along 
at a pretty good pace and maintains 
suspense as good as most productions 
of this kind. The direction, by C. C. 
Coleman, Jr., is able and the editing 
by Al Clark has reduced the story to 
its meat. 


More attention is paid the cam- 
paign of G-men to break up a well 


Without | 
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While reporting a murder for her 
rag, Miss Farrel! has him carpeted 
regularly as her source although she 
is actually working through his cluck 
chauffeur, Tom Kennedy. Latter 
keeps a diary of everything that 
happens, which girl keeps tapping 
for scoops, Hurl, 


LA MARSEILLAISE 


(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, March 8. 


aArt Cinematougraphique re 
is2 of La Maresillaise Society production. 


Realisations 
' 


Maillols, J. ft 


. Alphen, J. Louis At 
Viympia, Paris 


iitunning time 


the 
130 mins. 


Louis XVI. ‘ eoccecee- Pierre Renoir 
Mavie-Antoimetle....... »Lise Delamare 
ard, ‘ ree Leon Larive 
l.o Bouchefoucauld “ William Haguet 
Roedere: ‘. 7 , ....-Louis Jouvet | 
M. de Saint-I.aurent...... Aime Clairond 
l.e Seigneur du Villuge....Maurice Escande 
M. de Saint Merri.............Andre Zibral 
Arnaud ws ae cocccencs OE 
Sere rere ePeere 
i yg PERE REET PE ere ‘ .-Paul Dullac 
DORAN. 64.5554006506508 Jean Louis Allibert 
ArdiSSon.......e-seeeee-+eFernand Flamant 
l.ouison Nadia Sibirskaia 
Ll, interpellatrice --+--Jeanna Helia | 
L@ POsSOAR ssa see Kt, Delmont 


(In French) 

France’s super-super film produc- 
tion is a near floppero. ‘La Marseil- 
purports to take pages from 
history by the handsful and demon- 


| strate just how Louis XVI and his 


organized group that goes in for a} 


bunch of rackets, including swindles 
associated with charities, advertising 
in programs, bookmaking, printing 
of phoney sweepstake tickets and 
the like, than is paid the romantic 
interest. Latter plays second fiddle 
to the situation which develops when 
a younger brother of the rackets 


Austrian Queen, Marie-Antoineite 


were dethroned and the ordinary | 


exerted his will in the 
government that was to rule his 
country, But the pic is on the short 
side from more angles than one. 

As a whole the film might be said 
to accomplish what it set out to do— 
interpret the impression of the move- 
ment, feeling and spirit existing at 
that period—but in so doing much 
has been overlooked and too much 
emphasis placed in the wrong 
places. Primarily produced _ to 
domonstrate the will of the people 
exerting itself on the weak, unwanted 
ruler, the film allows inconsequen- 
tials in seats of prominence whereas 
they would have been better placed 
in the gallery, 


Tardily finished (it was supposed 
to be ready for the Exposition to 


Frenchman 


| show all of the foreign visitors what 


the French could do in the way of 
pie production) ‘La Marseillaise’ is at 
best a poor attempt at demonstrating 


| spirit of the French imposing itself 


head turns up evidence showing his | 


closest of kin isn’t what he seems to 
be. 

The brothers are played well by 
Don Terry, as the boss racketeer, and 
Robert Paige, his G-man_ brother, 
while the girl is Jacqueline Wells. 
Another G-man is Gene Morgan, 
while a racketeering lieutenant is 
done effectively by Paul Fix. 


Although there is sufficient action 
to keep things moving along nicely, 
there is hardly any comedy relief. 
Horace MacMahon is in the support- 
ing cast in bits, doing well in what 
little footage he gets, but neither 
MacMahon nor numerous others are 
given anything for laughs. Char. 





BLONDES AT WORK 


Warner production and release, 
Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane. Directed 
by Krank McDonald. Screen play, Albert 
DeMond; cameraman, Warren Lynch; edi- 
tor, Mverett Dodd, At Paramount, Brook- 


Features 





Iyvn, N. Y.. week March 10, °3S. Run- 
ning Lime, 63 mins, 

Tovchy Blane...... TTT T ere Glenda Farrell 
I... Steve McBride ..e-- Barton Machane 
SE res rrr Tom kennedy 
J.vuise Revelle...cecce ececses tosella Towne 
Maitland Greer....... rere Donald Briggs 
ah, gL ERPORESE COTE Ce John Ridgely 
Blanche Revelle...... TeErTTy Betty Compson 
POUKOs 06.56:05 b60aseeees Thomas FE, Jackson | 
Cimt, BICTOAVIGR. 60660060404 .Frank Shannon 
tt. og Be evcccccccese Jean Benedict 
ly Serer rer errs y sececses Garare Teedis 
. eree eer ere eoceeee- SUZAaNNe Kaaren 
District Attorney.........Theodor Von Eliz 
Judge Wilson.....-......Charles Richman 
a bt SERRE TCT eee Robert Middlemas 
Marvin Spencer....cceeee.-Kenneth Harlan 
SG BOLGOONE sic eveeecederse< George Guhl 
i, eee ecccccee JOP Cunninzham 
ea secccceees Ralph Sanford 
Fashion Director.............-Milton Owen 





Warners’ fourth in the sob-sister 
series will bring no tears to the till. 


It fills the bill for the dualers for | 


which it was conceived. As the not 
too light half of twinners. latest 
Torchy Blaner maintains standard 
and is sure to make more fans. 


Film is plenty amusing but of all) 


the impossible newspaper yarns pre- 
ceding it, this one takes the cake. 
Glenda Farrell as a wisecracking, 
Goldwyn-styled reporter who out- 


smarts the entire police department, | ; 
| him his performance does not aid tre 


situ- 
thin 
gags 


easy 


is bound to get laughs via both 
ation and dialog. The rather 
plot is strongly supported by 
and flippancies. Scoops are so 


to Miss Farrell, it seems, that at any | 


moment she is going to scoop the 
film, but be that as it may, for the 
unknowing it’s adequate film fare. 
Film manages to give oglers a lit- 
tle of everything. There are gals, 
especially looker Rosella 
plenty of comedy, meller, and some 
rather good trouping all around. 


Barton MacLane plays his part of 
a soft-hearted dick who is 


Towne, | 


kicked | 


in the latter part of the 18th century. 

It does have brilliant spots and 
some magnificient acting as in the 
case of Pierre Renoir, brother of the 
producer, who plays the part of 
Louis XVI. But as a whole, it is 
a noisy demonstration without com- 


pelling interest except for French 
audiences, 


No doubt the fall of the Blum Pop- 
ular Front government had a great 


deal to do with the failure of the! 


film. When production was an- 
nounced it was to be government 
blessed and subsidized. Renoir has 
undoubtedly done the best he could 
with what was available to work 
with, but the finished reelers are far 
from the great revolutionary epic of 
the age. 


Abandoning the original plans of 


having every great actor, actress, 
writer, composer and director in 
France collaborate, Renoir finally 


wrote most of the story himself and 
was able to procure only a simple 
few on the other scores. Three prec- 
tically unknowns carry the story 
from the forming of the Marseillais 


company through its march to Paris | 


and the storming of the Palace de 
Tuilleries. 

Renoir has tried to show most of 
the revolution 
irom life at centered 


that time, 


around the company from the port | 


town. And much of the space it 
takes up could profitably be cut. 
much is given to dialogue where real 
action should have replaced it. 
absurdities are allowed to creep in 
like the soldiers’ march of over a 
month, yet they arrive in Paris as 
fresh and clean as the day they left 
Marseillais. 

Pierre Renoir portrays a weak king 
who is ruled by his queen. At her 
insistance his act of allowing the 
manifesto of the Duc de Brunswick 
to be published 
in showing a man without the will 
to exert his own decisions, Lise 
Delamare. as Marie-Antoinette, is 
miscast. She misses all of the ma- 
jestic impertinance attributed to the 
real queen, captures no queenly at- 
tributes and possesses the poise of 


a poor third lady in waiting. Jouvet, | 


carrying only a small part, injects 
some realism, but so little is seen of 


the whole a great deal. 

Of the three Marselliase, Andrex 
and Ardisson are the most convinc- 
ing with the former carrying a 
straight role well and the latter 
catching laughs with his dialogue and 
Marseillaise accent. 

Storming of the Tuilleries Palace 
is well carried out with action shots 
realisticaliy caught, but there again 
scenes inside the palace could have 


heen trimmed to make the entirety | 


move faster. Only at intervals is the 
spirit and movement of a real revo- 
lution forcefully projected. Hugo. 


by filming excerpts | 


Too | 


Even | 


is admirably done | 
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BORN TO THE WEST time is wasted. This is one of a series) = FURY BELOW 
| of productions which Herbert Wilcox 
9 aeons bepGuction and soineae, Stare is under contract to make for Brit- | J. FE. Baum (state-right) releass of Mere 
| John ayne, Marsha unt, Johnny Mack j jc j . indene > istri ing |cader production, Features Russell Gieagom 
| Brown. Directed by Charles Barton. Story, | ish Lion, an independent distributing ind Maxine Doyle Directed by Harry 
Zane Grey; screenplay, Stuart Anthony and | organization. Pa ew mor like this Fraser. Story by G. PR. Mercader; adapted 
| Robert Yost; editor, John Link; camera, | one might bring Britain to a realiza- | by Phil Dunham: camera, Paul Ivano. At 
ee ee At_ Liberty, Lin- | tion that it can suoply profitable film | Central, N. Y.. dual w March 11, ‘33. 
coln, ual, tunning time, 32 ins, : ry Oy re: t ing time, 3S ns. 
| , eee See ae eee ;entertainment without competing | Munning time, geile : eee 
Ruud..... _...John Wayne + : i . ae > | Jim Cole, 3rd : : Russ Gleason 
| Nellie “pene Haden with the big Hollywood productions. | \\ary Norsen. Maxine Doyle 
i - Stine cesses eesesece . . - - ” 
Bal eyes Jolion Mack Brown | Jolo. Br d Johnson., . Ler ts Ma = 
| Har - PPP RA ya ere ee John Patterson —___—__— | Claire Johnson . Sheila lerry 
P PERORMONG. 6 ccccccsccece ....Monte Blue Sia nee ia ; 
PRONG io osis sadcecuiee oko ..Sid Saylor . ;7oe Norsen Bex Lease 
USM sccsccsceeccc Lesion, Eat Crime of Dr. Hallet i John Merion 
Fallon Nick Lukats | | Moll; wy ag al Eas 
Brady ......0. ..James Craig | Universal production and release. Fea- ;{0!? 5 + . -Phit Dunharna 
S SOM cwa cals pibages xs ee Johnny Boyle | tures Ralph Bellainy, Josephine Hutchinson, Miner . Isiliott Sullivad 
ROP 66s cc cccccvcsccceccsees Jack Kennedy | William Gargan, Barbara Read. Directed | nj yeti : 
BITANPEY soc csce ....Lee Prather | by S. Sylvan Simon, Screen play by Les- | Carelessly slapped together quickie, 
Insp OT ry i nee Ee et Alan Ladd ‘ter Cole and Brown Holmes from original , ‘ 
Gambler........ OP PI oe Jack Daley |by Cole and Carl Dreher. Musical dire with customary number of flaws, but 
Bartender.., _ et Veste egg ) *harle re ‘ er Milt ras- | gn; . : ) 
— vester Pegg | tor, Charles Previn; camera, Milton Kras- | fair action to bolster pitfalls. Russell 
~ —_ ner. Reviewed in Proje on Room, N 
in oe March 14, ’38. Running time, 65 mins, Gleason, as the hero, and John Mer- 
With the strength of Zane Grey’s |n,. pa, lat : tallamy | 
Ba : ’ Paul Hallet... Ralph Bellamy j}ton, as a crazed miner, salvage a 
|mame for the story weaver and, Dr. Jack Murray William Gargan | : : ; ; a 
| Johnny ack Brown and John | Pr. Mary Reynold lusephine Hutchinson |few scenes. by careful trouping. 
avne ij 295 ‘ . Claire Saunder .. Barbara Read i i _ 
Wayne in the lead, ‘Born to the | ye5 carpenter: -Nella Walker | Struggle over possession of a coal 
| West’ is a cinch for -he outdoor fans, | Dr. Philip Saunde ° John King | mine is basic idea. but film has no 
| Lasts less than an hour and has | Talanu Charles Stevens . . ivestte™ — 
| plenty of action, all performances | Molusi H nor - Wu | chance save in minor dual spots, and 
| - . canal oe Oe Ann fleanor fansen . 
being grade A for this field. fereeeeiagge Constance Moore | then only with a strong No. 1 feature. 
i. os : . . ' 
. It’s about : R, — Py cousins, | Original story is by the producer, 
rown, an established and conserva- Past success of medico-research : : 
° ast: » : eee Ww > the man who scripted it for 
tive cow operator, and Wayne, a no- hile t — pees. 


account range wanderer with a bent 
for getting into the most trouble in 
the least time. Brown decides to 
| give Wayne a chance, which Wayne 
takes as soon as he lamps Marsha 
Hunt, Brown's girl, who seems to 
20 with the job. Wayne gets a trail 
| bossing job and at the end of it gets 
| roped in a skin poker gime with a 


|}cold deck which almost gets the $10,- | 


000 cow money. Brown 
time to straighten out the tangle in 
a running gun fight. 


| Bad men mugging is assigned 
|Monte Blue, Nick Lukats and John 


| Patterson, Blue being the leader. 





| Apple, gets the few laughs available 


in the dead serious playing. 
Marsha Hunt is mosily an on- 
looker, and playing most of the 


scenes from a chair in back of the 
camera lens. What few lines she 
gets in, she does all right. 

Nothing unusual about the text of 
‘Born,’ but its tempo, good direc- 
torial handling and simple lines, will 
make a hit with the patronage desir- 
ing. Plenty of Zane Grey on the 
marquee with Wayne and Brown as 
side dishes to get them in will be 
all that’s necessary. The print will 
|do the rest. Barn. 


{ 
{ 





Blondes for Danger 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, March 8. 


i British Lion Film Corporation reiease of 
| Herbert Wilcox production, Stars Gordon 
Harker. Directed by Jack Raymond, Sce- 
nario, Gerald Elliott from Mvadne Price 
novel; camera, George Siretton, At the 


Cambridge, london, Running time, 68 mins, 


J ge errr rrr re Gorijon Harker 
2.) SPP errr. heweaws Enid Stamp ‘Vaylor 
Ann Penny......ccccscessss-danet Johnson 
| Captain Berkeley .ccccecesscece Ivan Brandt 
| Quentin Hearne. .cccccsceces Percy Parsons 
‘Batty HODREr. s.cccecsciceces Kverley Gregg 
SROCUON. 5 ckcnd ceded secceseoccaenty Wimcon 


RUMECO DOTS ns 6:60004006.6465048 Charles Eaton 

Serious, intriguing, suspensive in- 
ternational shooting affray tale, ther- 
oughly saturated with comedy, with- 
out losing its thrilling intensity. In 
England, where Gordon Harker is 
firmly established as a legit and pic- 
ture star character acior, its success 
is certain, and for the U. S., where 
there is no name draw, it should 
please as a second feature for even 
the best houses, 


Coming at a time when there is a 
dearth of British production, this 
one should be snapped up by one of 
the topnotch West End cinemas 
which are always in search of the 
best they can find to comply with 
the quota regulations. Star has just 
finished a lengthy legit engagement 
at the Haymarket and his name in 
lights should be a definite draw, 
|even in the West End. His cockney 
{humor appeals alike to the picture 
patron who pays from $2 to 8c. His 
‘crisp East End characterization is in 
a class by **-<°f. 

Picture has been cut down to the 
essentials, and once the action is 
| started, which occurs almost imme- 
|diately, it progresses at accelerating 
speed, which culminates in a chase 
that promises to terminate in trag- 
edy. 

Millionaire English oil magnate is 
due to be ruined if an international 
treaty is signed the following day 
by a continental prince. Bogus cable 
is sent to the prince, telling him to 
fly to London that night. He does 
so and is shot by the oii king, but is 
not dangerously wounded. Innumer- 
able dramatic situations arise through 
the efforts to patch up the prince 
and fly him back to his own coun- 
try in time to sign the treaty the fol- 
lowing day. 

Throughout the 
stalks Harker as a London taxicab 
; driver whose only worry is that a 
blond lady friend has served a plas- 
ter on him for breach of promise. 
After a more than hectic night, Har- 
i\ke> is seen seated on the footboard of 
nis car very badly shaxen up through 
ithe thrilling encounters in which he 
}nassed during the night. Terrific 
laugh is created by the arrival of 
|daylight, through the insertion of the 
time-worn caption ‘Came the dawn.’ 

There are really only five nprinci- 
pals in the cast, none of them com- 
manding ‘heavy wages.’ except the 
star, but all satisfactorily competent 
jand contributing to the generally 
good result. Direction is slick. smooth 
}and the film cut to a poi where no 





complications 


arrives in | 
| jungle research expedition 
| toxin against red 
' Local 


Sid Saylor, of the bounding Adam’s |} 





films such as ‘Pasteur’ probably gave 
Universal the idea it might cash m 
on a picture of the bacteria research 
type. This one comes out unconvinc- 
ingly, however, headed straight for 
the double bills. 

Young Park Avenue doctor with a 
lucrative practice, John King, 
ried to a toney socialite, 
tead, whom he leaves to 


Barbara 
join a 


Sumatra. 
medicos already on the spot, 
played by Ralph Bellamy and Wil- 
liam Gargan, snub the new assistant, 
assigning him to menial tasks. Forced 
|to prove his own merits he does in- 
| dependent research secretly. Infect- 
ing himself he proves that the toxin 
which they have discovered and be- 
lieve to be the formula is of no value 
and he dies as a result. 

When his notes are found, the doc- 
tors who have a guilty feeling at 
having treated their associate shab- 
bily as well as having caused his 
death decide to make up for it by 
carrying on the research in his name. 
His $4,000 worth of travelers’ checks 
are forged to finance the undertaking 
and a new assistant, Josephine Hutch- 
inson, arrives on the scene. Latter 
falls in love with Bellamy who mas- 
querades as the dead _ physician. 
King’s selfish and light-headed widow 
arrives on the scene via plane and 
is about to gum up the works by 
charging that her husband has been 
murdered and his checks forged 
when she is stricken with fever. 
Cure results from the results of com- 
pletion of her late husband’s efforts. 
This paves the way for the romance 
between Bellamy and Miss Hutch- 
inson to jell and wind up the picture. 


Much of the dialog between the 
three medicos has a Roverboyish 
flavor rather than an adult quality 
and the actors themselves often be- 
have as though they felt much of the 
talk was phoney. Miss Hutchinson 
looks attractive enough, but her ac- 
tivities are subordinate to those of 
the men in the picture. Barbara 
Read succeeds in making the spoiled 
wife impressive. Milton Kasner’s 
camera work is creditable and di- 
rection by S. Sylvan Simon adequate. 


DER LACHDOKTOR 


(‘Laughter Is the Best Medicine’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Casino Film release of ‘Tobis produc- 
tion. Stars Weiss Ferd!; features Carla 
Rust, Josef Bichheim, Paul Heidemann, 
Nandine Ebineer, Sereenplay and direc. 
tion by Fred Sauer: music, Ernest 


fever in 








camera, Willy Schmid. At S6th St. Ca- 
sino, 1. Y¥., week March 11, '38, Run- 
ning time, 90 mins. 

i: ME Se etdatcanddesetaueda Weiss Ferdl 
Pree PROIOsi 0s 6406000040 .«- Mani Zienes 
Foy Be err ree ee Carla Rust 
SOOGr SerGRGl . sivasdccdes Pant Westermeier 
Josefa Brandl....ee. ee .-Bettv Selilmayer 
Si Bh Peer $0e0ess ees bo Peukert 
a "a oe ee ee Josef KRichheimn 
WOON 5.3.00 6-000506068050450-4 Iromg. Moffmann 
{ae ol” Sr Paul Heidemann 
Df, BOCKOMANRN..cscasees .Caston Briese 
Miss Ar‘ven.. ‘ .Blandine Ebinger 
Saizenbauerin.....ccccsses Charl, Ritter 


(In German; No English Titles) 

While the Yorkville 
found this Bavarian dialect 
amusing in spots, the laughter is not 
contagious to those who do not fol- 
low the language. It has no appeal 
as fare for the general picture public, 
besides being slow moving and badly 
in need of cutting, 
not follow the dialect it impresses as 
comedy of the weighty 
though not so intended. 

Situations grow out of 
troversy between a small 
doctor and a charlatan who operates 
a sanatorium and sells a fake cure- 
all which is nothing but water. Fol- 
lowing the arrival of a pretty woman 


variety, 


the con- 


doctor on the scene, the country 
doctor is set up as a government 


practitioner and the charlatan aban- 
dons his chicancery to marry the at- 
tractive femme medico. 

Best part of the film are its land- 
cape shots rather than any of the 
action. Fortunately there are plenty 
of these. Carla Rust, however, is 
pleasing and pleasant to view as the 
woman doctor and Weiss Ferd! in 
the role of the droll country physi- 
cian seemingly is amusing to the spe- 
cialized audience 


is mar- | 


seeking a | 


Leenen; | 


audience , 
import | 


To those who do |} 


country | 


the screen: handles an early characte: 
bit. Scripter formerly was a screen 
comedian. With such a base. Harry 
Fraser has done fair in directing.. 

Feeble production backgrounds 
and stilted scenes are further smoth- 
ered by bad photography and print- 
ing. Cutting a blacksmithy job, dia- 
log jumping about like forked ljght- 
ning as sequences change. Not that 
it matter 

Russell Gleason bests some of silly 
| lines and situations to turn in a first- 
rate performance in the role of 
youthful mine _ operator. Certain 
amount of realism made of crazed 
mine driller part by John Merton, 
though minor. Rex Lease is the 
stalwart foreman who saves the day. 
Maxine Doyle is only so-so as the 
|chief heart-throb. Matthew Betz 
| does his usual heavy smoothly. 
Wear. 


HIGH HAT 


(WITH SONGS) 


Imperial Pictures release of Clifford Sane 
forth production, Features Frank Iuther, 
Dorothy Dare, l.ona Andre, Franklin Pang- 
born, Gavin Gordon, Directed by Sane 
forth, Screen play, Sherman T.. Lowe; 
camera, Jac} Greenhalgh; film editor, 


Charles Abbott: songs, Frank Luther, Clare 


ence Muse, At Chaloner, N. Y., March 
11, ‘38. 
muwanes Conmier. «éiececscives Frank Tuther 
Elanda Tee... Dorothy Dare 
Carmel Prevost ieee ...lana Andre 
Mr.. Bretons....<> ...... Franklin Pangborn 
Gregory Dupont, Jr.......... Gavin Gordon 
izle Durkin... cccee weyTrrr Esther Muir 
UONS, BP iiscesse ...Robert Warwick 
COMBO, s cnse cedct Caw ee ene ene (Clarence Mure 
Horatio Parker... ....-Ferdinand Munier 
Also, Sonny and Buddy Kdwarts, Dowe 


ney Sisters, Don Raymond, Kermit Holven, 
Ted Dawson orchestra, Harry Harvey, 
Bruce Mitchell, 


Kinship between radio and films 
will be breached after ‘High Hat.” 
There can be only one verdict of this 
film. Bad. Imperial Pictures has 
taken a makeshift plot that has seen 
better days and tried to jazz it uo 
with radio personalities. But the 
attempt is futile. Acting, continuity, 
direction, photography, all inferior. 

There’s only one brief resnite in 
Dorothy Dare, who contributes a 
mite of the twinkle toes and war- 
bling of her better chorine days. 

It all concerns a would-be classi- 
cal singer, who won’t keep un with 
the swing trend. Consequently, de- 
spite an excellent voice, she finds 
little success until her turnabout, 
aided by Frank Luther, as the ro- 
mantic angle, who makes her ste 
the light of day. Luther, a radio 
tenor and a newcomer to the screen, 
warbles pleasantly, but that’s all. 

It all comes under the heading of 
pinching pennies, 





Maga Lesz a Ferjem 
(‘You Will Be My Husband’) 
(WITH SONGS) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, March 7. 


| Rex production and release, Directed by 
Bela Gaal, Scenario, Karoly Noti; music, 
Kred Markush, 

Margit Balog.... aweepesesuen Trene Agat 
RO, BP 6. 0'0.6.0%0-0 026bd0bbed45 Paul Jaovor 
Professor Balogh....ecese-----Julius Kabos 
Mra, Balogh......cceccoessMarinka Vizvary 
S BPE V ORO 6c ck sc ivccncescess ...éulius Csertos 
Bobby. .--+--Mikluos Hajma:sy 


(In hungarian) 

More amusing than most, this pic- 
ture suffers from the common failing 
of most local products. Nine out of 
10 Hungarian screen comedies arise 
|from a situation that is utterly im- 
possible. They rely on comedy siiu- 
ations about as likely as an intrigue 
| with the man in the moon. 

This one is about a young girl who 





finds out that boys prefer married 
women to unmarried girls. So she 
not only pretends that she is mor- 
ried, but that she is married to Dr. 
Dobokay, whom she has never met. 
When Bobby wants her to get a di- 
vorce and marry him she IS come 
pelled to call on Dobokay and-a‘le 
him not to give her away. Result: 


he actually falls 
her. 

There’s nothing to make it crede 
ible, but apparently that doesn’t mat- 


in love and marries 


ter. If we accept the story and atree@ 
to be amused, the picture is ras'ly 
good fun, well photographed erd 


cleverly acted, especially by the men, 
as usual. But apparently Hun’: “-ne 
will never outgrow screen fairv-‘>les, 


| Jacobi, 
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CREAMING ROCKET OF REALISM! 
RKO RADIO’S sensational picture of women convicts!... 
It dares to give you the inside story of life behind the bars, 
where female transgressors are more deadly than the 
male!...NOQ PUNCHES PULLED to hurl to your screen 
drama red-hot from the blazing inferno of hate 
and fear and desperation behind 


the brooding granite walls 
of a women’s prison! 












RIOT! ! 


7 ai 


JAILBREAK I : . Girls herded into iron 


cages at the point of a gun! . . . Somebody's sweetheart, 

somebody's sister, snarling like cornered beasts! .. . Can things like 

these be true? ... See the amazing, startling, daring drama that tells | oe 

it‘ali— that bares the soul of a woman in love! .. . It's a show that wk DIRECTED BY LEW LANDERS 


you can go to town with the way you ued to do in the good old days PRODUCED BY ROBERT SISK 
of honest-to-God MOVIE THRILLERS! © ~*~ STORY AND SCREEN PLAY BY LIONEL HOUSER 
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WEEK WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
1/7/38 MAN-PROOF L. D. Lighton MGM Com-Dr. Loy-R. Russell-Tone R. Thorpe 30 1215 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S REVENGE Par Par Mystery J. Barrymore-L. Campbell Louis King 55 12 22 
CRASHING HOLLYWOOD Cliff Reid RKO Comedy Lee Tracy-J. Woodbury Lew Landers 60 12/29 
LADY, BEHAVE! A. E. Levoy Rep Rom-Dr S. Eilers-N. Hamilton Lloyd Corrigan 68 12 29 
H CITY GIRL Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr P. Brooks-R. Cortez-E. Mair Alfred Werker 60 2/9 
TARZAN’S REVENGE So! Lesser 20th Outdoor G. Morris-E. Holm D. R. Lederman 70 1/12 
1/14/38 PENITENTIARY Robert North Col Meller W. Connolly-J. Parker John Brahm 18 1/26 
NO TIME TO MARRY Nat Terris Col Com-Rom M. Astor-R. Arlen Harry Langdon 63 2/23 
LOOK OUT FOR LOVE Herb Wilcox GB Rom-Dr A. Neagle-T. Carminati H Wilcox 69 2/1 
LOVE IS A HEADACHE F. Stephani MGM Com-Dr G. George-F. Tone-M. Rooney R. Thorpe 68 2/2 
WEST OF RAINBOW’'S END Maurice Conn Mono Western Tim McCoy Alan James 57 »o 
EVERY DAY’S A HOLIDAY E. Cohen Par Comedy Mae West-E. Lowe A. E. Sutherland ae 12/22 
EVERYBODY'S DOIN’ IT Wm. Sistrom RKO Rom-Com P. Foster-S. Eilers C Cabanne 66 1/12 
PAROLED TO DIE A. W Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-K. Eliot Sam Newfleld 55 1/13 
CHANGE OF HEART Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Com G Stuart-M. Whalen Jas Tinling 65 1/3 
HAWAIIAN BUCKAROO Sol Lesser 20th Outdoor Smith Ballew D. R Lederman 58 2/2 
ACTION FOR SLANDER A. Korda UA Drama C. Brook-M. Scott-A. Todd Tim Whelan 83 84 
THE JURY’S SECRET E. Grainger U Meller F. Wrav-K. Taylor Ted Sloman 100 2/2 
HOLLYWOOD HOTEL Sam Bischoff WwB Musical D. Powell-F. Langford Pusby Berkeley 100 12/22 
1/21/38 SQUADRON OF HONOR Ralph Cohn Col Meller M. Russell-T. Hall Cc. C. Coleman 55 1/26 
P SAILING ALONG 7 GB Musical J. Matthews-J. Whiting Sonnie Hale 94 2/9 
MANNEQUIN Joe Manckiewicz MGM Rom-Dr J. Crawford-S. Tracy Frank Borzare 92 2/22 
THRILL OF A LIFETIME Miss Fanchon Par Musical J. Canova-Yacht Club Boys G. Archainbaud 72 11/10 
MAMMA RUNS WILD Ralph Staub Rep Comedy M. Boland-F. Truex Ralph Staub 67 1/5 
CHARLIE CHAN AT MONTE CABLO John Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-V. Field Fuvgene Forde 71 12/23 
BORDERTOWN (REISSUE) Robt Lord WwB Drama P. Muni-B. Davis Archie Mavo 89 1/29/35 
A STRANGE HONEYMOON Bryan Foy WB Drama B. Karloff-M. Wilson John Farrow 
1/28 /38 PARADISE FOR THREE S. Zimbalist MGM Comedy F. Morgan-F. Rice-R. Young Eddie Puzzell 75 19 
’ PARTNERS OF PLAINS Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-Gwen Gare Les Seclander 70 2/16 
THE PURPLE VIGILANTES Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Three Mesquiteers George Sherman 58 2/2 
THE OLD BARN DANCE Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-S. Burnette Joseph Kane 60 1/12 
HAPPY LANDING D. Hempstead 20th Musical S. Henie-D. Ameche Rov De! Ruth 102 1/2¢ 
; BLACK DOLL Irving Starr U Mystery N. Grey-D. Woods-E. Kennedy O. H. P Garrett 60 2/9 
SWING YOUR LADY Sam Bischoff WB Comedy H. Bogart-L. Fazenda Rav Enrivht 72 1/28 
2/4/38 REVENGE OF GENERAL LING John Stafford GB Drama G. Jones-A. Renn Lodislaus Vaida 71 2/230 ~~” 
: SPIRIT OF YOUTH Lew Golder GN Action Joe Louis-C. Muse-E. M. Harris Harry Fracer 66 1/5 
FVERYBODY SING Harry Rapf MGM Musical F. Brice-A. Jones-J. Garland E. L. Marin 80 1/2 
WHERE WEST BEGINS Maurice Conn Mone Western J. Randall J.P. McGowan 
THE BUCCANEER C. B. de Mille Par Drama F. March-F. Gaal-A. Tamfroff C. B. de Mille 124 1/123 
DOUBLE DANGER Maury Cohen RKO Meller P. Foster-W. Bourne-D. Meek Lew Landers 62 2/16 
, OUTSIDE OF PARADISE Harrv Snuber Rep Comedy P. Regan-P. Singleton John H. Auer 68 2/18 
INTERNATIONAL SETTLEMENT 20th 20th Drama C. Romero-V. Field-J. Lang FEF Forde 15 1/26 
GOLDWYN FOLLIES S. Goldawvn UA Musical E. Bergen-Zoriny-A. Menjou Geo. Mershall 115 2/2 
MIDNIGHT INTRUDER Trem Carr U Meller B. Reed-L. Hayward I. Lubin 66 2/23 
BLONDES AT WORK Brvan Foy WB Comedy B. MacLane-G. Farrell F. McDonald 63 3/16 
2/11/38 LITTLE MISS ROUGHNECK W MacDonald Col Com-Rom E. Fellows-L. Carrillo Aubrey Scotto 64 y, as 
CATTLE RAIDERS H. L. Decker Col Western C. Starrett-D. Grayson Sam Nelson 
OF HUMAN HEARTS J. Considine, Jr. MGM Drama W. Huston-B. Bondi Clarence Brown 100 2/9 
MY OLD KENTUCKY HOME E. B. Derr Mono Com-Dr E. Venable-G. Richards » Hillver 7 "2/9 
SCANDAL STREET Par Par Comedy L. Ayres-L. Campbell James Horan 63 2/9 
HAVING WONDERFUL TIME P. S. Berman RKO Comedy G. Rogers-R. Skelton Al Santell 
CHECKERS John Stone 20th Rom-Com J. Withers-S. Erwin-U. Merkel 4H.B.Humb>crstone 79 12/8 
ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER D. O. Selznick UA Com-Dr T. Kelly-M. Robson Norman Taurog 93 2/16 
FORBIDDEN VALLEY Henry Macrae U Outdoor N. Beery, Jr.-R. Barrat W. Gittens 
KID COMES BACK Brvan Foy WR Drama W. Morris-J. Travis B. R. Fason 61 12/29 
DAREDEVIL DRIVERS Bryan Foy wB Action D. Purcell-B. Roberts B. R. Fason 60 o/2 
3/18/38 WIDE OPEN FACES David Toew Col Comedy Joe E. Brown-J. Wyman Kurt Newman 
THE GIRL WAS YOUNG GB GB Com-Dr N. Pilbeam-D. DeMarney Alf Hitchcock 84 12/8 
A YANK AT OXFORD Michael Balcon MGM Comedy R. Taylor-L. Barrymore Jack Conwry 100 2/2 
PAINTED TRAIL Robert Emmett Mono Western Tom Keene Robert Hill 50 
BIG BROADCAST ’38 H. Thompson Par Musical W. C. Fields-Raye-Lamour Mitch Leisen 88 29 
BRINGING UP BABY Cliff Reid RKO Rom-Com K. Hepburn-C. Grant Howard Hawks 102 2/16 
Pi BARONESS AND BUTLER Rav Griffith 20th Rom-Dr Annabella-Wm. Powell Walter Tong 75 2/18 
| GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND rr Sam Bischoff WB Outdoor G. Brent-C. Rains-J. Litel M. Curtiz 90 2/16 
2/25/38 WHO KILLED GAIL PRESTON? Ralph Cohn Col Mystery W. Cahoon-D. Terry Leon Barsha 60 3/9 
ARSENE LUPIN RETURNS John W. Considine MGM Meller M. Douclas-W. William G. Fitzmaurice 82 2/23 
PORT OF MISSING GIRLS Lon Young Mono Drama J. Allen-M. Stone Karl Brown 60 
CASSIDY OF BAR 20 Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-N. Lane Les Selander 56 
NIGHT SPOT Robt. Sisk RKO Com-Dr Parkyakarkus-A. Lane Christy Cabanne 60 
HOLLYWOOD STADIUM MYSTERY A. Schaefer Rep Meller N. Hamilton-E. Venable David Howard 66 3/2 
| LOVE ON A BUDGET Max Golden 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Bert Lenny 60 
STORM IN A TEACUP A. Korda UA Comedy V. Leigh-R. Harrison Victor Srville 83 93 
PENROD AND TWIN BROTHER Bryan Fey WB __Com-Dr_ : Mauch Twins Wm. McGann 62 1/12 
3/4/38 ROLLING CARAVANS wey Col Col Western J. Luden-E. Stewart Jos. Levering 
START CHEERING Nat Perrin Col Musical W. Connolly-Purante-J. Perry A. S. Rovell 78 2/9 
TO THE VICTOR Maurice Ostrer GB Rom-Dre W. Fvffe-J. Loder-M. Lockwood Robt. Stevenson 
MERRILY WE LIVE Hal Roach MGM Comedy C. Bennett-B. Burke-P. Kelly N. Z. Mcleod 96 3/2 
ROMANCE IN DARK Harlan Tho.anson Par Musical G. Swarthout-J, Boles H. C. Potter 17 2/16 
MAID’S NIGHT OFF Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Dr A. Lane-J. Fontaine Ben Holmes 60 
PRISON NURSE Herman Schlom Ren Meller H. Wilcoxon-M. Marsh James Cruze 7 3/9 
SALLY. IRENE AND MARY Gene Markey 20th Musical A. Faye-F. Allien-J. Lang Wm. Sviter 86 3/2 
ADVENTURES MARCO POLO Sam Goldwvrn CA Drama G. Cooner-B. Rathbone Norman Te urog 100 2/16 
MAD ABOUT MUSIC J. Pasternak U Musical D. Durtin-H. Marshali Norman Taurog 98 3/2 
SLIGHT CASE OF MURDER Sam Bischoff WB _ Meller F. G. Robinson-J. Bryan Lloyd Bacon 85 2/9 
3/11/38 MAKING THE HEADLINES Col Col Rom-Dr J. Holt-B. Roberts L wis D. Collins 
THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS Normtn Krasna MGM Com-Dr R. Montgomery-V. Bruce Dick Thorne 45 3/16 
ROSE OF RIO GRANDE Dorothy Reid Mono Rom-Dr Movita-John Carroll Wm. Nish 
DANGEROUS TO KNOW Par Par Meller G. Patrick-A. M. Wong Robert Florey 68 2/16 
HAWAII CALLS Sol Lesser RKO Rom-Com B. Breen-lI. S. Cobb Fdward Cline 12 43°2 
CALL THE MESOUITEERS Wm. Berke Rep Western 3 Mesquiteers John En*lish 55 3/2 
WALKING DOWN BROADWAY Sol Wurizel 20th Com-Dr C. Trevor-P. Brooks N. Focter 15 2/2 
CRIME OF DR. HALUET Ed Grainger U Mystery R. Bellamy-8B. Read Syivan Simon 65 3/16 
LOVE. HONOR AND BEHAVE Louw Edelman WwB Com-Dr _ W. Morris-P. Lane Stanley Logan 68 2/14 
4 3/18/38 GIRL OF GOLDEN WEST Wm. A. McGuire MGM Musical J. MacDonald-N. Eddy R. 2. leonard 120 3/16 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S PERIL Par Par Mystery J. Barrvmore-L. Campbell Jas. Hogan 66 
CONDEVNE?D WOMEN Robert Sisk RKO Drama S. Eilers-L. Hayward Lew Londers 77 3/9 
KING OF NEWSBOYS V. Morehouse Ren Rom-Dr L. Ayres-H. Mack V. Morehouce 
REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FARM Rav Griffith 20th Ron.-Com S. Temple-R. Scott Norman Foster 80 3/9 
THE GATETY GIRES A. Korda UA Musical J. Hulbert-P. Ellis T. Free'°nd 72 32 
NIGHT CLUR HOSTESS W. Mverost Uv Rom-Dr B. Rogers-J. Clyde Graham Crtts 
STATE POLICE Trem Carr U Action J. King-C. Moore John Pavlins 
HE COULDN’T SAY NO Rrvan Fev WB Comedy F. McHuch-J. Wyman Lew Sriler 
3/25/38 LONE WOLF IN PARIS_ W. Mo-Mnnald Col Mvstery lV. Lederer-F, Drake Al S. Rowell oes 
JUDGE HARDY’S CHILDREN MGM MGM Drama L. Stone-M. Boonev-C. Parker Geo. Seitz 
COLLEGE SWING L. E. Gensler Par Musical Rave-Burns & Allen-Hope Raoul Walsh 
ARSON GANGBUSTERS Herman Schlom Ren Meller J. LaRue-B. Livingston Joe Kone 
| MR. MOTO TAKES CHANCE Sol Wortzel 29th Mvstery L. Lorre-R. Hudson Norman Foster 
GOOPRYE. BROADWAY Fd Grainger U Comedy A. Brady-C. Winninger Rav McCrrey 
JEZEBEL denry Blarke WR Drama BR. Davis-H. Fonda-G. Brent Wm. Wvier 100 2/16 
| 413 —_ _ WHEN G-MEN STEP IN W. M-rDonald Col Meller D. Terry-R. Paize-J. Wells = C. C. Colem=nJr. 60 3/16 
4/1/38 TIP-OFF GIRLS Par Par Meller I. Nolan-M. Carlisle-R. Karns Louis King 
JOSETTE Gene Markey 20th Musical S. Simon-D. Ameche-B. Lahr Allan Dwan 
GOODBYE. RRCADWAY Ed Grainger U Com-Rom ©. Wioninzer-A. Bradv-T. Brown) Ray MeCorey 
LIFE ON WATERFRONT H. Heniecon MGM Drama W. Beerv-M. O'Sullivan Jas. Whale 
j LAND OF FIGHTING MEN Maurice Conn Mono : J. Randall-L. Stanley Alan James 
—— “HERE’S ALWAYS A WOMAN | Wm. Perlberg Col Comeds J. Blondell-M. Douglas Alex Hall —. 
4 8/38 eM aae suarrive E B. Derr Mono Meller E. Venable-C. Reynolds Wm. Nith 
RECKLESS LIVING Val Paul U Com-Pr. N. Grev-R. Wilcox-J. Save F. MacNon-ld 
IT COUT ONT HAPPEN AGAIN Cliiy Reid RKO Com-Dr V. Moore-A. Lane Christy Cabeanne 
CAPITA, PUNISHMENT John H. Auer Repo Rom-Dr A. Marshal'-T. Birell John H. Auer 
RAWHIDE So! Lesser 29th Westerr S. Ballew-E. Knapp Rav Tovlor 
WOMEN ARE LIKE THAT Robt. Lord WwB Com-Ror K. Francis-P. O'Brien Stanley Logan 
/ Ss SS MISS Hal Rooech MGM Comerds S. Laurel-O. Hardy John G. Bivstone 
4 15 38 HER pt LOVE Geo. Arthrr Por Rom-NDr D. TLamour-R. Milland G. Archrirhaud 
VIVACIOUS LADY P. S. Bermar RKO Com-Dr G. Rozers-1. Stewart George S‘evens 
} IW OUD CHICAGO K. MaeCov 20th Drama T. Power-A, Foye-Ameche Henry King 110 1/5 
DIVORCE OF TANYV * Alex Koray TA Rom-D M. Oheron-?,. Olivier Tir Wr 
NURSE FROM RREOOKLYN Ed. Greiner v Drama S. Filers-C. Kelly S ns 
FOOLS FOR SCANDAL Merven LeRos WB Rom-Co C. Lombard-F. Gravet M n ta 
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“Chor the most 


consistent 
high quality 
of production 
achievement 
during 1937” 


The Irving G. Thalberg 


Memorial Award 


is presented to 


Darryl F. Zanuck 
by the 


Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences 
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Anschluss Show Biz Echo 





(Continued from page 1) 





in Hitler's country now is expected 

to be made effective in Austria. 
Change in governmental contro! is 

taken to mean that undoubtedly the 


change of correspondence between 


country will have a quota, much the | 


same 


about 30 features from the three ma- 
operating in that natior 

permitted distribution 
Likely that the same number would 
be allowed in Austria. Similar diffi- 
culty in exporting funds probably 
will be experienced. And anything 
offensive to the German ideology 
likewise presumably will be banned 
in Austria, 

Further threat contained in the 
latest Nazi move is the chance that 
Hitler may attempt to set up his 
regime in Czechoslovakia nearby and 
other neighboring small countries 

Foreign departments this week are 
appraising tight marketing conditions 
which confront American films out- 
the domestic field. England’s 
new quota law which becomes ef- 
fective at the end of this month is 
expected materially to dent the net 

‘turn from rentals there. New 
South Wales quota law, while not 
expected to be expensive at the out- 
set, promises to be a costly proposi- 
tion if other states in Australia copy 
that statute, as is likely. 


jors still 


would be 


Side 


Uw. S. distributors have rental toin 
tied up in Japan, with little indica- 
tion of an early release. Ban against 


is already exists in Germany. | 
In recent years this meant that only ; 


China’s market is badly impaired. 


importing films also remains in force. | 


Spain’s market is  inconsiderable. 
Higher taxes, restrictions or definite 
bars against foreign imports are 


growing in numerous other foreign 
nations 

Opinion among distributors of for- 
eign pictures in N. Y. was that if 
sentiment in this country was against 
Vienesse pictures, they would refuse 
to handle such product. Some were 
inclined to await the return of Rabbi 
Stephen S. Wise and other Jewish 
leaders from London in about a week 
to secure closer reports of conditions 
abroad. 

Anti-Nazi league this week report- 
ed that it had taken no action on a 
boycott of Austria-made films, No 
decision will be made until it is more 
definitely determined the exact stat- 
us of new laws in Austria. Indicated 
that certainly no boycott would be 
considered against productions made 
under the old regime in Vienna. 

Burstyn & Mayer firm has one 


Austrian-made feature, produced 
three or four years ago. Because 
numerous independent producers, 


bulk of them exiles from Germany, 
were engaged in producing the better 
Austrian features, this company does 
not feel like shelving already-made 
commitments. Decision on releasing 
any probably will await public re- 
action. World Pictures announced 
that it would run no Austrian-made 
features, preferring other foreign- 
produced films. 


Epidemic of smorgasbord and 
Swedish restaurants and cafes is 
foreseen in New York now that 
Austro-German ‘anschluss’ kayoes 


the Viennese motif for many of the 
spots 

That was the switch away from 
the Germanic idea when Hitler came 
into power. 

The U. S. eateries deemed it ex- 
pedient to purge selves of the Teu- 


tonie aura, for b.o. reasons, and 
many became Viennese, Swiss or 
Svensk spots, much as the German 


acrobats during the war all switched 
ty Danes. 
Special Czech Treaty 
Washington, March 15 


Specific agreement covering the 
treatment Czechoslovakia accords 
American motion pictures will be 


worked out to supplement the U. S.- 
Czech trade pact, the State Depart- 
ment announced last week. 

While insisting that films should 
be considered on parity with other 
commodities, the diplomats yielded 
to Czech objections against including 
pix in the general reciprocal tariff 
treatly only on assurance that the 
two nations will reach a particular 
understanding. Meanwhile, Czecho- 
slovakia has promised not to adopt 


any new measures which will im- 
pose added hardships or result in 
ereater discrimination. 


Plan was made known through ex 


| night 


| the following 


Assistant Secretary of State Fran- 
cis B. Sayre and Vladimir Hurban, 
the Czech minister, in which the U.S 
went on record as we cannot 
agree that motion pictures should be 
excluded from 
ment 


saying 
general trade. agree- 
Diplomat said 
considerable reluctance,’ 
shelved the 
film sales to 


conversations 
that ‘with 
this country temporarily 
question of American 
Czechoslovakia. 
his country will not 
measure which would af- 
fect the status of American 
Minister Hurban replied that 
government is prepared to undertake 
the negotiation of such an agrce- 
ment at the earliest possible date.’ 
Chief UL. &. complain. ts against 
the quota law which 
can shipments to five films for every 
one home-made picture. 


Promising 


adopt any 


Prod. Off 
Vienna, March 7. 
Studios are working part-time 

again, number of unemployed in film 

trade has risen 50‘ Expectations 
of producers flopped when cash was 
badly needed and was refused by the 

Foreign Tourist Office. Producers 


Austrian 50° 


claim the right to this help on ground 


that Austrian film production is part 
of propaganda abroad to lure Ameri- 


| cans and other foreigners to Austria. 


Geza von Bolvary is puiting the 
finishing touches on ‘Mirror,’ with 
Paula Wessely. Mondial is working 


in Rosenhuegel ateliers on ‘Princess 
Sissy.’ with Traudl Stark, the Vien- 
nese Shirley Temple. Ski film, ‘White 
Devils,’ is being made with Leni Rief- 
enstahl and Hanres Schneider in the 
Vorarlberg province. 

Plenty of tension 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y.. 
(12) when 
anschluss news became known. 
of Salzburg Opera, 
plenty of Austrians and some Jews, 
had to go on with the performance 


backstage at 
last Saturday 
Austro-German 
Cast 


with the knowledge they were to sail | 
for Austria and | 


day 
other Central European dates. 
posted before coming here forced 
their return regardless of feelings. 
Ray Lev, Jewish concerter, was also 
in same fix, having sailed for similar 
reasons last week, 


Bond 





| RKO, K-A-O Control | 





(Continued from page 3) 


new common, to be issued under 
the plan. 


; 
There also would be a bond issue 
cover underwriting | 


of $5,000,000 to 
expense of the plan and the funds 


|required to make that K-A-O pur- 


dav (11) with t} 

York of Leo Spitz, Pandro Berman 

J. R. McDonough and Jules Levy | 
\from New York. Bermans new 


chase, from the Mechan people. 


Hollywood, March 15. 
Speed-up of production on_ the 
2KO lot. which hit a low ebb last 
week with only two productions be- 


fore the cameras, was signalled Fri- 


| berth as studio production generalis- 


simo carries with it the title of vice 
president, it was revealed upon his 
return, 

Announcement from the plant’s 
GH@ stated that McDonough, an- 
other newly elected v.p., would func- 
tion under Berman. with supervision 
over studio financial and business 
matters 


Berman’s first official action was to 


put his o.k. on production starts for 
‘Blind Alibi,’ with Richard Dix and 
Whitney Bourne as cast toppers, and 
Lew Landers directing; ‘Muddled 
Deal.’ with Joseph Santley piloting, 


, 434 
anda an Ube 


brusher, with David 






rector, all of which will get going 
during the 1 t three day Pictures 
already in the making are ‘The Saint 
In New York.’ Ben Holmes directing, 
nd ‘Go Chase Yourself,’ under Eddie 
Cline. 

Spitz. Berman. McDonough and 
Levy after the arrival, went into 
huddles with Ned Depinet, head of 
RKO distribution, who preceded 
them west. on the 1938-39 schedule 
Spitz. Levy and Depinet will train 
out for Manhattan in 10 days or two 
weeks 
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PHILLY DECISION 
AVITAL RULING 


May Mean 90-95% House 
D ualing Pictures—Propo- 
nents of Two-for-Ones 





and 





films, | 
‘my | 


| 


$ 
limits Ameri- | 


numbering | 


e arrival from New | 


Laugh Eye-Strain 
Other Arguments 


U. S. SUP. C’T APPEAL 


Added impetus was given double 


features by U. S. district court rul- 
‘ing in Philadelphia last week hold- 
ing that distributors cannot prohibit 
use of product in dual bill Inde- 
|}pendent produce1 ind majors are 
currently carrying on now more 
lthan ever able to crowd their films 
}into dual setups Some producers 


even envision further spread of twin 
bills until they prevail in 90-95°% of 
nation’s film houses 

Many independents felt that this 
{court victory for exhibitors in Phila- 
delphia threw the field wide 
and meant that all houses could go 
dual. And that distributors could 
place no restraining clause in a con- 
tract to prevent a big money-maker 
from being dueled. 

Independent exhibitors and pro- 
ducer-distributor officials came for- 
ward with additional ammunition to 
| bear out their contention that double 
|featuring was not the curse to the 


public certain interests would make | 


| out. Claim advanced by certain or- 
| ganizations that dual bills hurt the 
| eyesight were answered with ques- 
tion as to just what point in a double 
feature showing the eyestrain de- 
veloped. 


shows are too long. 
are particularly strenuous in their 
contention that most double billers 
today run only two to two and a half 
hours which is about the same as 
the normal show, using a single fea- 
ture. They point also to houses 
with a vaudfilm policy, charging that 
a stage show was much the same as 
ta added feature only that it is live 


Indie producers 


talent, 


Fourth Time Upheld 
Philadelphia, March 15. 

Indie exhibs’ contention that major 
producers cannot prohibit use of 
product in dual bills was upheld by 
|Federal courts here for the 
|}time last Thursday (10). U. S. Cir- 
[cuit Court of Appeals ruled that six 
'majors were violating Sherman and 
Clayton anti-trust laws by inclusion 


in their contracts of a clause for- 
bidding double-featuring 
Morris Wolf, Philly counsel for 


the producers, indicated he will now 
adopt the only recourse left and ap- 





peal the case to the U. S. Supreme 
Court. 

Last week’s decision was on an 
action brought by Harry and Louis 
| Perelman, operators of the Lehigh 
and West Allegheny theatres here, 
against Warner Bros., RKO. Para- 
mourt, Metro, Fox Film and United 
Artists 

Suit dates back to April, 1934, 
when the Perelmans asked the court 
to declare illegal a clause in the 
exhibition contracts of the defen- 
dants under which exhibs ‘agreed’ 
not to show twin bill On Jan. 31, 
1955. Judge George Welsh. in U. S. 
district court, held that such a clause 

not only illegal but slated the 
anti-trust laws 

Producers appealed to the Circuit 
Cc ) and on June 15 1936 latter 
affirmed the decision of Judge 
Wels} Hq earing ‘rant d 
ho er, and on March 5, 1957, « rt 

iffirmed it earl ruli Next 

however, in an entirely unpre- 
cedented action, the Circuit Court 
i! yunced a clerl had mad i 
error and the decision should 1 
have been released Another hear- 
ng Vv pranied last Dec. 7, and the 
latest ruling handed down was on 
jt at It wa ar ~Join »\ Judge 


open | 


Proponents of duals answer with | 
considerable force the argument that | 


fourth | 


a 





+ 


ES IN TO STAY 





| 
| 
| 
| 





Dixie Exhibs Pick a Met. 
Top for June 5-7 Conv. 


Chattanooga, March 15 

Local theatre moguls are going to 
town on plans for the annual con- 
; vention here of the Southeastern 


Theatre Owners Association. The 
meet, sct for June 5-7. will be at 
Lookout Mountain Hotel, a dozen 
miles out of town atop a mountain. 
The ritzy hotel has plenty to sup- 
port its claims of being the coolest 
spot in the south 

Abe Borisky of Chattanooga is 
chairman of the arrangements com- 
mittee and is syaring no horses He 
expects some 200 association mem- 
bers and as many more producers, 
ete. 


DOUBLE FEATURE RING 


Chicago, March 15. 

Renewed pledges were 
a newly formed organization, All 
Chicago Mothers’ Committee, against 
double features in this territory, 
with a special meeting held last week 
in the LaSalle hotel. Mothers’ Com- 
|mittee has been 
claimed, for the purpose of escaping 
the gag rule of the established 
women’s organizations. 

Dr. James A. Fitzgerald of the 
| Loyola University’s department of 
| education was the principal speaker 
at the meeting, and declared that 
| double features have a harmful ef- 
| fect in that they cause children to 
lose hours of sleep value. Dr. Fitz- 
gerald claims that a one-feature pro- 


| gram causes the loss of three hours 
of sleep to children. Also that the 
emotional effect of pictures uy 2n 
young children is three times as 
great as upon adults. Stated that 


| 50% of the high school students get 
| their ideas about love from pictures 
and that from 50-75% of everything 
seen at the pictures is retained by 
the average child, or twice as much 
as is retained after reading a book. 


Europe’s Uneasiness 


Kayoes West End Biz 


London, March 15. 
Bristling situation on the continent 
is causing havoc in London’s West 
|End amusement belt. Conditions are 
being blamed for legits nosediving 
with a possible 10 due to shutter 
shortly, including the smash hit, ‘Vic- 
toria Regina.’ 
| Even the Palladium, a tent 
money-maker this season, started the 
week with extra poor. business 
| Niteries, ete 


the 


-_——<—<— = | —_—————————_______— 


consi 


from 
suburban 


are also suffering 
reverberations, cs is 


| business, 





Whitaker 
Davis. 


Joseph Buffington, J. 
Thompson and J. Warren 


formed, it is} 





| but 


made by | 





| natives plunk down a 


|a lot of running about on the 


Indie end of the long-drawn-out 
uit was argued by Ben Golder, for- 
mer congressman, who claimed the | 
small exhib would be driven out of 
biz if the produce: ban On duals 
was sustained. 

Wolf contended that restraint of 
trade throuch the anti-dual clause 
was not illegal or unreasonable. Also 


that twinning reduced the 
value of pix and was not 


the industry. He 


intrinsic 
for 
maintained finally 
maustry 


good 





in- 
ved were not engaved in inter- 


tate cc the court had 


Twinning Two A's 
Albany, March 15. 
Albany’ largest 
it will int 
dualing for that city 


ith two ‘A’ pictures, instead of he 


announce roduce 


I hic 
pul y 


former setup of an ‘A’ and a ‘B’ 
feature. ‘The first 100 Yea (MG) 
ind ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ (20th) 
will comprise the first bill under nev 
schedule, tartings Thursday (17 
Palace's top 40 


Esypt's Glamour Girl Starving 
At $1,300 a Week, May Go H’'wood 


By ARTHUR SETTEI 


Cairo. March 5 


At 29 she runs the wt 


literally and otherwise. She pilots 
the leg Hed 

handed and her little 
Imad-ed-Din st., Cairo, which is 
Great White Way of the 
packed seven ni 


it of Estypt almost sin 


the 
town is 
1 


thts a week 


They come in fiom the Delia and 


from the south, from the Desert on 
the west and from the oases in the 
east to see her. 


When a village 


in all h fin 


} 


Omda,. decked out 
I ind eh- 
hind legs in 


place, you 


hma-a, 1 quat on h 
the front row of Beba’ 
that somet 
They don’t come often, thes 
when they do it’s the 
otherwise time-laden 
in the sticks. And Beba? 

Well, Beba down at them 
from her mighty stage, makes eyes 
at them, allows them to kiss her 
skirt, and they carry away the mem- 
ory, possibly more, for the local 
hicks to stare at and worship. 


can be sure hing’s un. 
>» Omdas, 
hithspot 
life 


In an out 


Sings 


Beba’s legitimate theatre, the lone 
house of its kind in the Nile Valley, 
carries a staff of 22 gals, 10 men and 
eight musicians. Latter are strings, 
a drum and a trumpet that must 
have been whistled into at the time 
of Mohammed. Violinist, who 
away gayly night after gruesome 
night for 365 days per annum, and 
who pulls down the elegant pay 
envelope of 50c. a night, is a gan- 
gling lad from Gerga where he used 
to spin hemp. From hemp to violin 
is a long jump, but nobody seems to 


saws 


care, so what the heck? One Eu- 
ropean lassie who hoofs it and a 
couple of Syrian stouts complete 


the staff. 
Nice Work, Etc. 


Beba confided that expenses are 
42 quid, which is about $210 per 
night. And she takes in on an aver- 
age of $400 per night. That’s better 
than $1,300 a week profit, but she 
complains she’s starving to deatl. 
Nearly, but not quite, for there are 
always other ways of entertaining 
the villagers. 


Concerning expenses, they aren’t 


so much for the Nile artists, who 
are not in great demand (and who 
isn’t an artist in Egypt?) grin on 


little. Ditty scribes get something 
like $20 a month and the musicrea- 
tors receive $15. Programs are 
shuffled every Thursday, but even 
the experienced mugs squawk at 
the solid sameness of it all. 

Beba tries hard, thouzh, to put it 
over. Current program, which every 
tourist gladly pays $1 to 
fifth of that» 

smutty humor, a bit of 
bit of patriotism, ‘Eu- 
‘ancient Esyptian’ and 
‘Arab’ dances. ‘We Are Like That’ 
is the title of a skit about married 
life in which hubby finds wifey un- 
faithful and then shoots her. There's 


see (the 
has a bit of 
politics, a 
ropean,’ 


° 
a lot of book-throwinz, a bit of 
neciing. Latter is strictly moral and 
legal, for the gals who do the maul- 

jing dress like boys sd’s not to of- 
| fend the Sheiks in the audience and 
to evade the leit law which are 
evere in Moslem countrie 

Then there’s a little review called 
‘Aneel of Love.” and a « ) of 
yn concerned h ‘I'm Just An- 
ther Wave i ! i ind ft ' 
ihe ‘Muhlahiz Itanzi ho i 
playlet about street in dit ait 
f which Beb i If 
Th Beba I pla 1 
Tur Aloe ind M CCO 
ithe N Dp 
{ | of 
yY yt ri o 
istl I » 1 Fa f 
Allal Beba I th I ) 
doesn't appre e he id " { t 
f e dor t ‘t a real break re 
ne oO} to Holl od Sie is 
especialls od a a1 bellv-wiozler 
ind her ting ll, it's un al, 
Vif hing else 
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Santa Anita’s Handle 











summer's meet, its first, was only 
$101,000 as compared with Santa 
Anita’s approximate $670,000. 

Incidentally, earlier reports to the 
contrary notwithstanding, the Cros- 
by track, which lists many film 
stockholders, made little or no profit 
on its initial try. 

Jack Warner, his brothers Harry 
and Albert, and his other associates 
Turf 
trving to dodge Santa Anita’s mis- 
takes, although they are already es- 
timating a net in Santa 
Anita’s, day for day. While Santa 
Anita’s plant expenditure, including 


in the Hollywood Club, are 


excess of 


the original investment and later 
improvements will not run over 
$1,750,000, the Warner group plans 


to chunk than $2,000,000 


more 
before June 

Inglewood track crowd refers to 
Bing’s speedway as a subsidiary of 
the Santa Anita circle. Del Mar 
dates for this year have been set to 
follow Inglewood, with the opening 
billed for July 29 and Sept. 5 as the 
final day. 


announced that 
daily purses for Inglewood will total 
$11,000 with the gold cup race, $50,- 
000 added, as the banner event, 
slated for July 16. Special Shriners 
handicap will be run on July 4 as 
National Shrine convention will be 
in session here at that time. 


Warner crowd has 


Unless present plans are changed 
Inglewood will limit itself to seven 
a day, five days a week, with 
the plugs idle on Sundays and Mon- 
days. Santa Anita started that way, 
but swelled the number of daily 
events to eight, which Inglewood 
backers will tell you isn’t sporting, 
but instead is merely a gesture to 
swell the mutuel take. 

To Feast the Eye On 


Inglewood will be a 
beauty as Prexy Warner 
pals, which will probably number 
some 400 picture folks by 
the time all stock has been disposed 
of, have planned it. Infield will be 
a riot of landscaping and color, and 
given over entirely to artificial lakes, 


races 


thing of 
and __ his 


motion 


human feet barred from its sod. 
Total capacity of the plant will sur- 
pass that of Santa Anita by 10,000. 

While the trek from the studios 
to Santa Anita varies from 20 to 25 
miles, film executives and players 
will lose little time in getting from 
sound stages to Inglewood, which is 
only an eight-minute spin from back 
doors of the Metro, Roach and Selz- 
nick studios in Culver City, and 
only 15 minutes from Warners at 
Burbank and Universal. Distance 
from Paramount, Radio and United 
Artists is less than 10 miles. 

The Warners had that all figured 
out before they bought the site, the 
film colony’s cash making up the 
fattest contribution to race gates 
and mutuels anywhere in Southern 
California 


20th’s New N.O. Exchange 

Bldg. Involves $200,000 
New Orleans, March 15. 

$200,000 


deal in the awarding of a contract 


Culmination of a realty 


for the construction of a new 20th 


Century-Fox building here was an- 


nounced Saturday (12). Work will 
start immediately The new struc- 
ture, a two-story brick building of | 


modernistic design, will be one of the 
finest and best equipped in the south. 

On the ground floor will be a pro- 
jection room, shipping room, inspec- 
tion room and a number of fireproof 
vaults tor siorage. The second floor 
Will house the exchange offices and 
that of E. V. 


ag 


Landaiche, local man- 
| 
The lease, for 15 years, at $8,400 
per year, totals $126,000. The build- 
ing construction contract is for $45,- 
949. Air condition and heating will 
cost $8,800 more. 
Buffalo, March 15. 
Ground was broken this week for 
Metro exchange at 294 
street, adjoining the newly 
20th-Fox quarters. The 
building, of terra cotta, will cost 
$70,000, and will be completed in 


the new 
Franklin 
completed 


PICTURES 





-HERBEL, MENDELSSOHN 
QUIT U AND M-G IN CHI 


Chicago, March 15. 
After 20 
Henry Herbel leaves that organiza- 


years with 


tion. For the past 10 years he has 


been manager of the Universal ex- 


change here, during which time he 
instituted several important innova- 
tions in the exhibition and distribu- 
tion field. 

He headed the 


of Trade during its most difficult pe- 


*hicago Film Board 


| riod following the banishment of the 

arbitration board, and is given gen- 
}eral credit among film men for his 
handling of several key questions and 
| problems Herbel 
| handed st 1ightened out the 
probiem : 
headache for years in this town, and 
personally practically eliminated the 
‘pink’ permits which were being 
slapped on picture after picture 
when Herbel took over the presi- 
dency of the Film Board of Trade. 
He not only smoothed the censorship 
} question out so that the 


almost single- 





board which had been a 


‘adults only’ 
permits were drastically reduced >ut 
also did away 
tion of pictures by the board 
| Felix Mendelssohn, for y 

{ager of the Metro-Goldv 

i exchange, has resigned. He's reitir 
ing from business. 

Mendelssohn has been with M-G 
for 12 years, the greater part of that 
time as local branch chief. Mendel 
| ssohn served as head of the Chi Film 
| Board of Trade for three years. 
| Manny Gottlieb of the Universal 
exchange, Detroit, Chicago 
as Universal branch head with Eddie 
Heiber of Washington to Universal 
to Detroit. 


| 
with the flat prohibi- 
{ 
man- 


-Mayert 


goes to 


EDDIE GOLDEN A V.P. 

Edward Golden, general sales mgr. 
of Monogram, becomes v.p. in charge 
of exchange operations at the next 
meeting of the board In his new 
post he will spend more time at the 
studio. 

Successor as 
named in a few 


mgr. will be 
days by W. Ray 


sales 





Universal. 


; tional interests ‘o buy 


a 
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(Continued from page 3) 
almost a vear ago by Goldwyn and 
Korda. 

Goidwyn told associates he is going 
abroad for a short rest and a survey 
of Eurepean production conditions. 

However, it is known that any 
possibility of working out deal with 
Jock Whitney and Selznick Interna- 
UA’s major- 
ity holdings have gone cold, as Gold- 
wyn is said to be unsympathetic to 


terms laid down by Whitney which 
would have horn Goldwyn ot au 
thority of powe1 n operation ind 
ecup, hould 11) leal be consum 
mated 

Only two member-owne! showed 
up at Monday’ meeting vhich 
caused it postponement to i il 
day (17) 

Fairbanks and Goldwyn we the 
only one it the session, wil Dr 
A. H. Giannini acting as Miss Pick 


ford’s proxy, N. A. McKay for Chap 
lin. and Mendel Silberberg for Korda 

Several matters requiring the okay 
of the principals came up, so it wa 
decided to adjourn till the later date 
at which time it is likely Chaplin 
will come down from Carmel to at 
tend 

Fairbank 1 taking with him the 

hes of Lord and Lady Plunket who 
died in a plane crash at Hearst's San 
Simeon ranch a fortricht ago 

Marking Time 

Goldwyn is awaiting reaction to 
pictures just released He has no 
immediate production plan It will 


be perhaps three or foul 


another 
months before he start 
ture 

Under terms of the original option 
|taken by Goldwyn and Korda, it pro- 
| vided for payment of $2,000,000 each 
| to Chaplin-Pickford-Fairbanks. Op- 
It 


wnother pic 


ion was turned back after a later 
| proposal which reduced payments to 
| $1,500,000 for each of the trio tailed 
| to jell. 

Not known whether Prudential A 
surance, which financed Korda in 
| London Films, and also his backer: 
| when he obtained a member-owner’s 
| share in UA, is still interested in 
ithe new negotiations At the time 


would have three years to pay fot 
his holdings He around 
$150,000 on account. which he turned 
over from dividends in the company. 
He later made a request for a year’s 
extension to pay off the 
the $500,000 due 

At that time UA burned 
over the asserted declaration he in- 


paid up 


balance of 


tended suing UA and would deliver 
pictures for release An 


extension was given Korda when he 


no more 


agreed to change his attitude and 


pled ed to deliver pictu Cc in w- 
cordance vith hi contract wht 
l ha ( mn yea Lo ) 
According to UA uae if 1 
Lid Goldwyn trip to talk financing 


LIV ( pli not decided whethe 
I nt Lo WSpo | hol nes 
) het I | yuld " to 
Pickford-Fairbanks unloading 

M1 Fairbanks and Mrs. Golcwyna 
accompany their husband ibroad 
Herbert Bayard Swope its joining the 
party to New York. 

ar ards in Iv. z Con a 

) ( il Paramount pa opecr- 
ito ire mn New York conterring 


with Y Frank Freeman following 


his recent trip to the Coast in line 
th advising producers what thea- 
tres are looking for 
A yng those in to ‘e Freeman 


in Par are Johan 


wna other a 
Balaban, of Chicago; Harry David, 


‘cutlives 


operator of the Salt Lake string; 
Martin J. Mullin and Samuel Pinan- 
ki, Nev Eneland obe: rs, and 


. Clements, of 
Texas chain. J. J. 
of Great States out of Chicago, left 


Friday (11) to return to his head- 


-~ 


the Beaumont 


Ruben ocperatoc 


quarters. 
Hunter Perry, 


tner, reached 


Virginia operator- 
New York Mon- 
day (14) for h.o. confabs. The same 
date marked the return to N. Y. of 
C. L. Oswald, chief of the Par in- 
who has 
company 


pal 


department, 
midwest on 


vestigation 
been in the 



















































































fountains and flower beds, with | June, 1938. Johnston, Mono president. Korda bought in it was agreed he business for two months. 
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SING SING’S WARDEN 


Be ee WROTE) 
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WARNER BROS. GAVE IT 
DYNAMITE FILMING AS 


ONLY WARNER BROS. CAN! 


Screen Play by Crane Wilbur and George Bricker Ku) Directed by Frank McDonald * A Cosmopolitan Prod. 
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Toy Trains Again 
Probably no. single stunt aas 
brought more money to picture box 


offices than the toy railroad train. | 


It always gets the coin. Recently the 
stunt has been dormant, along with 


a host of other good ideas, but War- | 


ners’ ‘Four Is a Crowd’ makes im- 
portant use of toy trains in the pic- 
ture and this gives an opening to 


build up on the idea for lobby or | 
use or both. No exhibitor | 


window 
will be doing his full duty by himself 
if he passes over the idea. 

Warner studio flacks recently 
worked a preview of the layout used 
at the Burbank studio, with about 
123 newspaper writers § attending. 
They were permitted to operate the 
trains over nearly a mile of O gauge 
track and a fine time was had by all 
Several smaller layouts were tem- 
porarily put in for the visitors to 
play with, and souvenirs were engi- 
neers’ caps, toy signal lanterns and 
toy trains. 

If space permits, it would be a 
good idea to contact a toy store and 
set up a layout in the mezzanine 
foyer or rest room for even two or 
three weeks before the picture comes 
along. Run a table the full length 
of the room and use all the trackage 
and accessories you can borrow. 


Puffing Penitentiary 
Camden, N. J. 
Booking of ‘Penitentiary’ a couple 
weeks ago set promotion man of the 


New Grand theatre on a routine that | 
overlooked nothing. He hopped over | 


to a local costumer and rented a 
prison outfit with stripes an inch 
wide. He dressed up a hired hand in 


this rig and sent him out on a walk-.| 


ing tour, equipped with circulars for 
handout purpose. 

Blurb-man contacted local news- 
paper and tipped off the feature as- 
signment man to a story of a former 
convict living in the vicinity of Cam- 
den. Long story resulted, with paper 
plaving up the former prisoner’s cur- 
rent pursuit of the straight and nar- 
row, and his opinions regarding pa- 
role, which is the theme of ‘Peniten- 
tiary.” Promotion man also dis- 
cussed purposes and benefits of pa- 
role with County Prosecuter Samuel 
P. Orlando, managing to get a 
lengthy report in the local paper, 
which mentioned in the course of the 
story that the New Grand was ex- 
hibiting an interesting document on 
the subject. 





Pasteboard Star 


Rochester. 
Manager Lester Pollock of Loew’s 
Rochester took Charlie McCarthy for 
a ride in putting over ‘Goldwyn Fol- 
lies.. Heavy snowfall gave oppor- 


tunity to get out the one-hoss shay, | 


place cutout of Charlie high on the 
seat for a ride down the main stem 
and in outlying sections. First sleigh 
seen operating in these parts in 
many a moon, 

Most of bally for picture centered 


on Charlie, with ‘club’ buttons given | 


out at schools, 5,000 colored prints, 
2.000 folders, 2,000 telegrams, ‘Chip 


of the Old Block’ toothpick cards, | 


posters on school bulletin boards 
and cards on newsstands. Al Sigl, 
Times-Union newscaster, gave 200 
illustrated ‘Follies’ booklet to first 





arrivals at T-U office following 
broadcast. 
Realistic 
New Orleans. 
Mel Miller, Ottawa, Kans., ex- 


hibitor, believes in being realistic in 
his promotion. He came all the way 
to the heart of the Louisiana swamp 
country to purchase pirogues used 
in filming of ‘Buccaneer’ at Barataria. 
He also gathered large quantity of 
moss and palmettos from section to 
take back home where he plans to 
reproduce lobby display of bayou 
setting of Lafitte’s haunts. Pirogues 
he purchased were actually used in 
filming of Louisiana scenes in the 
pix. 


Good Looker 


Strand theatre, Cumberland, Md., | 


has gone for a four-page weekly, 
Movie Chat, apparently patterned 


after the Buffalo Movie Guide, of the | 


Shea theatres. 
It is a good looking sheet and well 
edited. 


| ever 


Jallopys for West 


Columbus, March 15. 

Columbus auto dealers staged pa- 
rade of used cars Friday (11) to cele- 
brate Mae West's arrival for stage 
| date as promotion stunt for National 
Used Car Week. Brass band at sta- 
| tion to greet visitor, who was then 
escorted to Palace theatre at head of 
procession of second-hand autos. 

Citizenry entered into spirit, toss- 
ing confetti and paper streamers 
from windows along parade route. 
More than thousand persons waited 
at theatre entrance, dozens of them 
camera fans. At least 20 flashlights 
spotted in addition to news photogs. 

Press was entertained at all-day 
cocktail party at theatre. Newsmen 
were introduced to Miss West in del- 
egations all during afternoon, with 
bar also doing a rushing business 

Press boys stayed on well into eve- 
ning. in fact, and cops were finally 
called to eject more obstreperous 
fourth-estaters who refused to go 
home. 

Miss West played seven shows at 
Palace Saturday, six on Sunday and 
five other days 


Just Another, but Big 
Cincinnati. 
Most exploited popularity contest 
waged locally is the one cur- 
rent which links radio, press and 
theatre screens. Tagged the RKO 
Glamour Girl contest, the theatre 
management is using 50 half-hour 


evening programs, Saturdays and 
Sundays excluded, for a 10-week 


stretch on WCPO. The station’s 
Scripps-Howard affiliate daily, the 
Post, is carrying art spreads and 
notices on the entrants, numbering 
226 Contest also is plugged with 
trailers in the nine RKO houses 
| here 


Winner is to receive a trip to 
Hollywood, with expenses for herself 
and a companion, and get a screen 
test. Journey to and from the Coast 
will be made by plane, the American 
Airlines hooking in on the contest 
for gratis blurbs. 

Popularity to be determined by 
voting of coupons appearing in the 
Post and given with admission 
tickets at the RKO theatres. Stubs 
are deposited in boxes in the thea- 
tres. 


It Was Neilson 


Leon J. Bamberger writes he was 
erroneously credited for the cocoa- 
inut stunt on Bobby Breen last 
| week. Gag was worked by Ritgers 
Neilson of the RKO-Radio publicity 
staff and not by the sales dept. 

Nielson handles all the _ press 
parties for Radio pictures, in addi- 
tion his multiplicity of other work, 


Lobby ‘Puller 


Rochester. 
Manager Lester Pollock, Loew’s 

Rochester, gives added filip to coin 
| display placed in lobby by Rochester 
Numismatic Association by calling it 
celebration of 146th anniversary of 
founding of U. S. Mint. 

Stunt gets special mention in news- 
papers and thousands of collectors 
in this area interested in rare pieces 
displayed. 


Calico Front 


Oklahoma City. 

As an attention-getter to draw the 
wandering eye toward the front of 
the Midwest theatre during showing 
of ‘Swing Your Lady’ (WB), yards 
of calico cloth were tacked up, 
‘covering the entire front and box 
office. 

An exceptionally large sign ad- 
vertised ‘The Weaver Brothers and 
Elviry.’ 


Curran’s Coast Spot 
Charlie Curran has joined the Bu- 
chanan agency on the Coast in the 
handling of the Paramount account 
|from that end. The deal was set 
with Curran while Bob Gillham was 
jin L. A, 
| The United Artists’ account which 
Curran handled while with Donahue 
& Coe continues with the latter 
agency, though no replacement there 
of Curran on that. Lynn Farnol and 
double over on the UA ac- 


| others 
‘count. 
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Los Angeles. 

continuing to 
managers, moving 
from 


Fox-West Coast is 
Switch theatre 
Earle Barry 


ica. Herman Derbique replaces him 
at the California. 

James A. Walker, formerly at the 
United Artists, moves to Alcazar, 
Bell, succeeding William H. Thed- 
ford, who goes to the Fox, Redondo. 
Louis Brunnenkard is new manager 
at the U.A. 


Rubidoux theatre, Riverside, closed 
for remodeling. House is Fox West 
Coast subsequent run. 


Charlotte, N. C. 
Little & Craver, Inc., Mooresville, 
N. C., owners of the Moore theatre, 


have leased the new theatre being 
completed there by Loy Thompson 
and will install another picture 
house 





Spokane, Wash 
A. T. Dishman is planning to build 
a $16,000 theatre in the nearby com- 
if he can get 
prohibiting 


| munity of Dishman 
old township ordinance 


Sunday pics repealed 


—* 


Ellensburg, Wash. 
Audion theatre here was damaged 
$2,000 by fire. Clarence Farrell, pro- 
prietor, said he believed fire caused 
by match picked up by vacuum 
cleaner 


Los Angeles. 
Albert Galston sold his Dale thea- 
tre, Long Beach, to Milton Arthur, 
prexy of Cabart Theatres, which 
also operates the nearby Cabart. 


New Haven 

Sam Badamo from Globe, Bridge- 
port, succeeds Ben Cohen as man- 
ager of College here. 
given a 400-guest testimonial prior 
to sailing for Bombay, India, where 
he assumes managing director’s post 
at new Metro house. 





Pittsburgh. 

Mort and Art England granted a 
Pennsylvania charter last week for 
Affiliated Enterprises, Inc., theatre 
operating firm which with William 
C. Davis recently acquired Triangle 
in East Liberty and is now building 
a new nabe house in Braddock, Pa. 
New spot is nearing completion and 


expected late this spring. 
for last few years have held the 
Bank Night franchise in Pittsburgh. 


Hamilton, O. 

Three properties are being razed 
in nearby Oxford, O., a 1,200-popula- 
tion college town, to permit con- 
struction of a 900-seat theatre by the 
| Wilmington Theatre Co., which op- 
| erates the Oxford. 
| 
| 





Rochester. 

Leon S. Shafer, Schine’s Strand, 
Seneca Falls, transferred to Corning. 
M. R. Gates from Playhouse, Canan- 
daigua, replaces. 


Tarrant City, Ala. 
Fire of unknown origin damaged 
the Imperial theatre here to extent 
of $3,500. The theatre operated 
by the Waters Theatres, of Birming- 
ham; was empty at the time. 


Denver. 


owners of the Denver theatre build- 
ing, has called in all of its outstand- 


ing 6% serial gold bonds. The bonds 
total $321,000, and are being re- 
deemed at $102 and interest. This 


completes the retirement of $600,000 








| 1926. 


Los Angeles. 
Mack Smith, formerly with Uni- 
| versal exchange here, has purchased 
ithe Daly theatre, North Broadway 
{grind house, from C. A. Burnham. 
| City’s first ruby red marquee has 
been installed at Whitson’s and 
Lewis’ Vista theatre as part of re- 


Newark, O. 
Newark will have a new de luxe 
theatre seating 850 in the near fu- 
ture, it is announced by Clark Rader. 
of Wilmington. Lawrence Stanley. 
Columbus, is associated with Rader. 


Steubenville, O. 
A. G. Constant. president of Inter- 








of the original issue put out Sept. 1, 


| 


the California, | 
Venice, to the Criterion, Santa Mon- | 
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Browne’s Union Ideas 








(Continued from page 7) 





would retain its local autonomy 
and be open to some question 


4A’s oppose IA Tie 


Possibility of the Four A’s going} 
into any such setup is considered re- | 
Actors as aj} 


mote in the extreme. 


| whole are definitely opposed to any 


| affiliation with the stagehands. 
Even the idea of a loose working 
agreement, proposed last summer, 


ithe studios 


| within the Authors League 
ling the 


| Browne 
| forced to 


' tified by 


Cohen was | 


ithe unionism 


| 


never got beyond 
discussion stage. As 


ay 
tha 


the preliminary 
far as the SAG 
goes, group has consistently de- 
clined to affiliate with any other 
body outside the Four A's, although 
it is the leader in the movement for 
a closer within that 


ization 


union organ- 

Principal idea of 
aloof from 
endanger its 


SAG in holding 
groups 1s not to 
10-year contract with 
Considered extremely 
unlikely that the screen directors 
would enthuse over Browne's sug- 
gestion, while the various 


other 


(includ- 
Screen Writers and Drama- 
tists Guilds) have invariably shied 
away from ties with any other or- 
ganizations whatever. 

If he is unable to bring the other 
unions into his setup. voluntarily, 
declares he will then be 
‘take them over.’ He claims 
he is confident of his ability to do 
so if and when he sets out in that 
direction For one thing, he sees 
himself and his organization as wily 
campaigners in labor unionism, for- 
many years of seasoning. 
Four A’s heads and the tops of othe1 
show business unions he considers 
mere dilettantes in the field, babes in 
woods who will fall 
prey to the first big bad wolf who 
jumps out from behind a tree. 

Not Up to Wm. Green 

As far as the AFL setup 
Browne is confident there, 
says. He explains he has 
mentioned the matter of taking over 
the other show biz unions, either to 


Zo0es, 


| President William Green or to mem- | 
: . | bers 
will seat around 750, with opening | 
Englands | 


of the executive committee. 
However, such a question would not 
be up to Green to settle; he explains, 


| but would be a matter for the execu- 


| ever 
In the face of Browne’s explana- | 
‘take 





The 16th St. Realty, builders and | 


habilitation campaign for the house. | 


state Theatres, Inc., operating sev- 

eral movie theatres in Ohio, has an- 

|} nounced construction has been 

l started on a new theatre of 1,350 
seats in Mansfield, O. 
Spartanburg, S. C. 

| Deep River Amusement Co., Inc., 

organized to operate motion picture | 
theatres, with $50,000 capital stock 

| listed Firm composed of J. F. 

| White, Dr. O. R. Blalock and J. C 


| White, all of Asheboro, N. C 


Miami Preem for ‘Jungle’ 
world-premiering 


| 
| Paramount is 


\‘Her Jungle Love,’ Dorothy Lamour 
istarrer, at the Sheridan, Miami, 
|starting tomorrow (Thurs.) for a 
)run . 

| Chris Dunphy went down from tl 


home office to supervise the opening 





tive committee to decide 
ber of that committee, Browne claims 
to know its sentiments. Furthermore, 
he says, as head of the IATSE he 
has advanced money from the IATSE 
war chest to many of those same 
union heads to win 
the past. He thinks they will not 
forget their gratitude if the occasion 
arise for him to call on them. 


does not seek to 
unions or 


tion that he 


over’ their invade their 


groups | 


too, he | 
never | 


As a mem- | 


vital strikes in | 


, jurisdiction, Four A’s 
|shrug their shoulders. 
‘tude is that his words speak for 
themselves, that his talk of a ‘vol- 
| untary’ federation is absurd, particu- 
larly when followed by the ‘or else’ 
| proviso, View is taken that the ‘ex- 
planation’ has the earmarks of a 
face-saving backtracking by Browne 
as a result of the furore his previous 
threats aroused. 

Four A's execs protested to 
Green and the AFL executive ec 
mittee over the IATSE threats. Un- 
til some overt action is taken by the 


heads merely 
Their atti- 


have 


ymm- 


IATSE, however, they can do n9 
more. Next move is up to Browne, 
they say. When and if such a move 

made, the Four A’s will bring 
charges before the AFL executive 


mmittee. In the 


) 
sitting tight 


meantime, they’re 





Neely Analysis 





(Continued from page 4) 


duction that would coincide with the 


way the next person views or de- 


scribes the film.’ 
(7) Assertion that all regulations 
apply only to distributors was an- 


alyzed by showing that every exhibi- 
tor relies entirely on a distributor! 
; and can’t produce his own pictures, 

(8) Claim that the bill would en- 
able new small companies to success- 
fully compete with established com- 

panies was vigorously denied. He 
pointed out that the hand-to-mouth 
| basis of single picture production 
| would wipe out the small producer 
| quickly. 

In summarizing, the MPPDA 
| spokesman declared that the bill ut- 
terly failed in its main objective 
that of being of real benefit to the 
industry. On the contrary, he stated, 
it would completely alter the entire 
system developed by the business 
during the last 30 years and threaten 
its stability. 

‘Instead of benefitting the public 
interested in films,’ he said, ‘or aid- 
ing any part of the picture industry, 
this law will do nothing but damage 
not alone to all producing and dis- 
tributing firms and thousands of 
stockholders but all theatre exhibi- 
tors. Instead of encouraging compe- 
tition and preventing monopoly, it 
will concentrate business in the 
hands of a few companies of vast 
financial resources, prohibit the op- 
eration of small producing studios, 
impose impossible costs on a large 
number of small exhibitors and 
drastically slow up the progress and 
development of the picture business 
in U. S. and in the foreign field.’ 
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TODAY 


“EVERYBODY SING” 

- Starting Thursday - 
“MERRILY WE SING” 
With Constance BENNETT 
Brian AHERNE 


4 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 








TODAY 


‘BAD MAN OF BKIMSTONE” 
and Vaudeville 
Starts Thursday 
ROHERT TAYLOR toa 
“4 YANK AT OXFOKD"” 
and Bia Stage Show 


HELD OVER! Srd Keeord Week! 


Opens 9:55 A.M. 
Bway & 47th 25c 
+7 70 


PM. 
'> ' EDW. G. ROBINSON 
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March 19, Wayne Morri« 
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in “LOVE, HONOK and BEHAVE,” 


| PARAMOUNT...c. 

HELD OVER 

| W.C. FIELDS IN PERSON 
“The Big Cab 

|| Broadcast Calloway 

| of 1938” and His Cottos 
Martha Raye Club Orchestra 

















Tth Av. & 50th B8. 





HELD OVEK 


“Mad About 


K 0 X Y Music” 
Deanna Durbin 
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—On the Stage— 
1PM. Boy Foy and Others 











ar MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


BETTE DAVIS in 


“JEZEBEL” 


Spectacular Btage Productions 
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CLUBWOMEN’S ORG PRESSURES STATIONS: 
USES M'NINCH NAME AS HOBGOBLIN 


Wants Regular Time Allotment on Cuff—‘We Want 


mmissioner McNinch That! 


to Be Able to Tell Co 


Stations Have Cooperated 100%’ 


Sa aes + 
. . 
Philadelphia, March 15. Part of Plot Missing ; 
Philly stations execs are frazzling 
over what they allege is a oo Perplexing trade circles ‘ 
, ’ ss cc canis ‘ by lexing 
chiseling request, accompanie¢ te fg Agente 
‘t-too-subtle threats, from National Just how that % & 
a L f Women into the bedroom on the one- 
& Council o omen. bon 
\ When one outlet here politely minute wax spots Pineoleum is 
turned down demand for 15 minutes placing. 
it received a Blurbs start out as a drama- 


month, 
Council into which 
F.C.C. Chairman Frank MeNinch’s 
name was practically dragged in. 
And over top of the letter was the 
word ‘Warning.’ It was erased, but 
still plainly visible. 
All local stations have women's 


or half-hour a 


reply from the 





tization, with wife and husband 
alarmed over baby’s fretting in 
the middle of the night. Couple 
are awakened in bed by the off- 
spring’s crying, and before they 
can decide what to do to quiet 





shows and tie-ups with women’s 
clubs, thus their reluctance at adding 
any more—especially of the pure | 
tune-out fodder type offered by the 
National Council. 
quest in this manner, however, was 
the final determining stroke. 

Original letter, dated Feb. 26, was 
signed by Luelle S. Laudin, ‘execu- 
tive director of the human relations 
committee.’ States, ‘The National 
Council of Women, in celebration of ; 
its 50th anniversary, has fittingly 
engaged in a Human Relations 
Project to develop a greater appre- 
ciation of privileges which accrue 
through living in a democracy... 
etc.’ 

‘We are therefore writing to ask 
whether it will be possible to grant | 
us 15 minutes or a half hour of radio | 
time once a month so that prominent | 
club women in your city may pre- 
sent our human relations project | 
over your station.’ 

Second letter, dated March 8, has | 
the ‘Warning’ at the top. It says, 
‘The overwhelming response from 
practically every radio station of im- 
portance in the country has entailed 
a delay in our plans as it is neces- 
sary to reorganize our project in or- 
der to take advantage of all the of- 
fers which have come in. It is quite 
possible that we shall be able to an- 
nounce to Commissioner McNinch, 
who heartily approves the project, | 
that we have obtained 100% co- | 
operation from the radio stations of | 
the United States.’ 

(Signed) ‘Luella S. Laudin,’ 


HOST OF RADIO 
LAWS’ DEAD 
IN N.Y. 











Albany, March 15. 

Doran bill, vesting the Public 
Service Commission with sweeping 
powers to regulate radio corpora- 
tions and stations in New York State, 
was killed in Assembly Committee 
last week. It was a companion 
measure to the McCall bill, which 
will be ‘alive’ in the Senate up to 
adjournment but which, observers 
believe, stands little chance of re- 
ceiving favorable action by that 
house. Phelps act relieving stations 
of responsibility for ‘unauthorized’ 
utterances—as on man -in-street 
broadcasts—went down to defeat in 
the Assembly judiciary committee. 

Berg bill holding stations re- 
sponsible for libel on statements ut- 
tered via radio—they now can be 
sued only for slander, which is more 
difficult to prove—will theoretically 
be ‘up’ until adjournment. However, 


"= BOAKE CARTER 


the young ‘un, up pops a boom- 
voiced advice-giver. 











SEES NEW DEAL 
PLOT 


Philadelphia, March 15. 

Boake Carter, Administration 
critic, charged last Wednesday that 
the New Deal—through the state, 
treasury and navy departments—is 
attempting to ‘run me off the air 
and probably out of the country.’ Ac- 
cusations were made here after pub- 
lication of a copyrighted story in 
the Washington Herald that Carter’s 
status in the United States is being 
investigated with a view to possible 
deportation, 

Records at the Federal Building 
here show Carter was born in Baku, 


| merely 
| which constitutes unfair competition. 





Jello’s Summer Show 


Hollywood, March 15. 
& Rubicam has bought, 





Young 


Wednesday, March 16, 1938 





— 








— —— 








| through Music Corporation, the Wal- | 


ter Johnson skit ‘What Would You 
Have Done’ as summer substitute for 
Jello when Jack Benny takes 13- 
week layoff after July 3 broadcast. 

| Show did 14 weeks at 
‘Coast sustainer. 


CONSUMER 


| 


LAW PASSES 


Washington, March 15. 

Stiffer Federal control over adver- 
tising of all types was in the offing 
today (Tuesday) following final Con- 
gressional action on the Lea-Wheeler 
bill giving the Federal Trade Com- 
mission broad new power to safe- 
guard consumers. 

Over objections of. Senator Royal 
S. Copeland of New York, the Sen- 
ate Monday (14) took the last step 
in approving the measure which al- 
lows the Government agency to bar 
deceptive advertising of foods, drugs, 
cosmetics, and health devices when 
necessary to protect the public. 
Previously, the FTC has been able 
to act against advertising 


Bill, which has been pending in 
Congress for two years, is forerunner 
to new legislation tightening the 
food and drug laws. Drive is on to 
obtain early House consideration for 
a bill raising the standards of purity, 
requiring more truthful and detailed 
labeling, and giving the Food and 
Drug Administration stronger en- 
forcement power. 

Lea-Wheeler bill, approved by the 
House more than a month ago, does 





Russia, of English parents, and was 
naturalized on Nov. 28, 1934. At 
naturalization ceremony, presided 
over by Federal Judge George 
Welsh, Carter gave a radio talk dis- 
cussing what it meant to be an 
American citizen. 

Carter, who has been particularly 
caustic on the Government's foreign 
policy, which he says is motivated 
by England, declared a Washington 
columnist tipped him off several 
weeks ago that the state and war 
departments were ‘out to cut my 
throat’ on charges that he came in 
on the Russian quota. 





Stanton’s Three Assts. 


CBS this week added three to its 
research dept., Fred Mahlstedt, Oscar 
Katz and Clifford Hougland. 

Dept. is headed by Frank Stanton. 





not constitute a direct threat to 
broadcasters providing they co-oper- 
ate with the Government. Stations, 
like newspapers, are relieved of re- 
sponsibility for offensive propaganda 
aired over their facilities but may be 
punished if they decline to tell the 
FTC who sponsored and originated 
the copy. 





Gotta Be Versatile 


Buffalo, March 15. 

Hal Smith, new staff member of 
WEBR, was called on to produce and 
m.c. four new programs in his first 
week at the station. He does a song 
and patter stint on Mondays, con- 
ducts an audience participation show 
along the lines of ‘Kay Kyser’s Kol- 
lege’ on Wednesdays and Fridays, 
and turns up on Saturday nights as 
‘Pop Martin,’ as latter heads a hill- 
billy troupe. 





F.C.C. Formulating 


New Policy On 


How to Handle Squawking Fans 





Washington, March 15. 

Machinery for investigating all 
complaints about technical operation 
or program fare of the broadcasting 
industry will be set up in the near 
future by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. 

As first move in the direction of 
standardized procedure, the Com- 
imish last week named a committee 
|to consider how to handle informal 
squawks. Group comprises Chair- 
man Frank R. McNinch and Com- 





its passage is not expected. Assem- 
blyman Isidore Dollinger sponsored 
a similar measure in the lower 
house, 


oJ . 
McCarthy’s Bzer Spiels 
Clem McCarthy does a sports spiel 

for Krueger Beer over WJZ. New 


York (ocally) and the same account | 
will sponsor the Linus Travers news | 


report session on the Yankee net- 
work formerly bankrolled by Bor- 
den’s Chateau Cheese. Krueger is 
anew Young & Rubicam account. 
Friday at 7, Saturday at 6:45 and 
Monday at 7 is the irregular schedule 
of McCarthy starting Friday. 
Jewish program (religious) made the 
Same time unavailable Saturday. 


this 


missioners George Henry Payne and 
| Eugene O. Sykes. 

| In place of the slap-dash manner 
| in which complaints have been cared 
|for in the past, the Commish wants 


|to adopt a yardstick which will de- | 


| termine whether letters from the 
| radio audiences are to get serious 
|}attention or be ignored. 

Chief objective of the committee 
is to look into the ‘present unsatis- 
factory system.’ Group will con- 
sider several suggestions, ranging 
from appointment of a certain at- 
|torney to probe all letters to the 
selection of a single member who 
would decide which merit probing 
and which are obviously frivolous 
and inconsequential. 
| No uniformity at 


present. Since 


Chairman MeNinch came on _ the 
scene, there has been less pigeon- 
holing of squawks than was the case 
in the past, but there likewise have 
been complaints. As a general rule, 
the chairman has been calling on 
stations for their version of things 
whenever the squawks appeared to 





be at all serious, while in many in- 
stances the letter has been referred 
to the licensee for information only 
| when the Commish has no authority 
| to take action or the offense ap- 
| peared trivial. 

Establishment of automatic ma- 
|chinery is part of the campaign to 
| force the industry to adopt sterner 
|ethics. Idea is that licensees will 
| watch their steps more carefully if 
| they know the Commish is keeping 
|a record, 

Whether complaints should be 
kept confidential or made public is 
|}another matter receiving considera- 
tion. Past attitude of the law de- 
partment has been to keep mum 
| about squawks from the outside, for 
|fear of giving members of the in- 
| dustry undeserved black eyes. But 
| this policy has boomeranged, since 
the Silence was construed often as 
| proof that the Commish paid no at- 
j tention to what the audience thinks. 





Columbia | 


| 


| 
| 


Short-Sighted Hollywood Annoys 
U.S. with Personals on Santa Anita 








so on. 


phase of racing. 


‘vice’? 





almost any topic of general interest. 
colony in the ponies, however, has gone completely haywire. 
Virtually every program originating on the Coast is crammed with 
references, not only to racing and the Santa Anita track in general, 
but frequently to specific races and bets, and even to the strings of 
horses owned by the different players, directors, writers, execs and 


Possibly the limit was reached in a recent Bing Crosby show for 
Kraft Cheese, when almost the whole program was based on some 
Even the dramatic skit had Robert Taylor playing a 
reporter and Mickey Rooney a jockey in a melodramatic 
a kid who is persuaded not to sell out to crooked gamblers. 

Casual listeners scattered in cities and towns throughout the U. S. 
may well wonder what all the horserace shootin’s for. 
sponsors forgetting that racehorse gambling to millions is a cardinal 


| 

During the current Santa Anita race meet, Hollywood has gone | 
more wacky than ever on the horses. } 
that the filmites have apparently Jost all judgment in doping the 
| 


Has now reached the point 


possible reaction throughout the country to jokes, stories, etc., anent 
horses in general and Santa Anita in particular. 

Certain amount of such clowning and yarn-spinning is okay, just 
as a certain amount of attention is permissible, even desirable, on 


Preoccupation of the picture 


yarn about 


Pe, 


And are the 











Mae West Says ‘No’ 


Columbus, March 15. 
Mae West nixed broadcasts during 
personal appearance act here. Saved 
local station managers plenty of 
headaches. 





guest stars were toying with idea of 
interviewing her, which would have 
put station execs on spot. One sta- 
tion had tentatively okayed broad- 
cast, but with stipulation that no 
mention be made of Chase & San- 
born fuss. 





‘Alien, Kate Smith, é 


Lyman Set as Subs 
For Jack Benny Show 


Fred Allen, Kate Smith (with Jack 
Miller as conductor) and Abe Lyman 
are set for the Jack Benny one-timer 
from New York March 27. Robert 
L. Ripley is probable but deal not 
sealed. 

Not likely that Boake Carter will 
participate. A fellow-emplove of 
Benny’s for General Foods, the news 
commentator is reported disinclined 
to make an appearance before a 
radio studio audience. He makes oc- 
casional lecture platform appear- 
ances but is said not to like working 
before people. 








RADIO MEN HEAD WEST 


Murray Grabhorn for Hearst, Morton 
for NBC, Are on Road 








national Radio Sales, left last week 
on a cross-country tour which he 
expects to keep from out of New 
York for at least three weeks. His 
plans include stops at IRA offices. 
calls on stations and some shifting 
of Hearst personnel. 


owned and operated stations, also 
started off last week on a cross- 
country trip. Morton likewise will 








|wind up on the Coast and remain 


Alfred H. Morton, manager of NBC | 


General Mills-Kelloge Situation 
In St. Louis Is Table Talk ‘Cause’ 
Of That Switch from CBS to NBC 


+ 


Chicago, March 15. 
Unusual situation of a station in- 
sisting that a sponsor give up time 
for a competitive sponsor occurrce | 
in St. Louis, when Columbia insisted 
that General Mills release a baseball 


, time contract to Kellogg, 


} 
Several programs which go in for 


Murray Grabhorn, v.p. of Inter- | 


| 


| 
| 


| out of New York for three weeks | 


| Or more, 


| New Whiteman Formula 


— = 


| A shift will occur in the near fu- 
|ture in the program formula of the 
| Paul Whiteman program for Ches- 
| terfield. Oliver Wakefield will be 
| eliminated. 

| Program will veer to a more mu- 
| sical swingo set-up. Comedy aspect 
|has been troublesome. 





‘Pirates’ Tarry Till June 
Bowey’s, Inc., manufacturer of 
| Dari-Rich chocolate beverage, is 
| Staying on the NBC-red with ‘Terry 
,and the Pirates’ until June. 
) Stack-Goble is the agency. 


General Mills, which had been on 
KWK with baseball for past years, 
came into St. Louis last winter and 
also. signatured for baseball on 
KMOX, which had been the Kellogg 
station. In this manner General Mills 
tied up both KWK and KMOX. When 
N. W. Ayer, the Kellogg agency 
heard of this deal whereby Kellogg, 
which had been a KMOX customer 
for years, had been shut out in this 
manner, they went right to William 
Paley, CBS prexy, and yelped. Paley 
contacted Les Atlass, CBS v.p. chief 
for the midwest to see to it that Kel- 
logg got an outlet for baseball in St. 
Louis. Columbia then informed Gen- 
eral Mills that it would have to re- 
lease to Kellogg either KWK or 
KMOX, with CBS reported as stating 
it would be even willing to risk a 
law wrangle rather than go through 
with a contract which would lock 
Kellogg off the two stations. Gen- 
eral Mills released KWK to Kellogg. 

Whether this St. Louis situation 
has any bearing on the switch of the 
General Mills hour to NBC is a mat- 
ter of lunch table discussion around 
radio row. It is generally figured 
that Sam Gale, ad chief of General 
Mills, when told by Columbia to 
make a decision on St. Louis, queried 
NBC on the hour just to steam up 
Columbia. And that NBC made use 
of this inquiry and followed up an 
advantage, by offering General Mills 
a desirable network setup and time 
allotment. 


‘DROP LIKKER’ 
SUGGESTION 
BY STATE 


Philadelphia, March 15. 

Pennsy radio stations last week re- 
ceived a letter from the State Liquor 
Control Board asking them to €limi- 
nate all hard liquor accounts. 
quest was signed by Harkey Righter, 
p. a., for the board. 

It admitted that there 
statute to compel stations to cut out 
liquor advertising and that it would 
mean a loss of revenue, but asked 
such shows be deleted as a maiter of 
public policy. 

Request followed notification of 
the Pennsy Board by the Feder! 
Alcohol Administration that it would 
like to see all booze accounts off the 








Re- 


was no 


aur. 
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Nightmares for Broadcasting 
As Government Ownership Looms 


Dangerous first step in the directi 


Dealers 


Washi yn, March 15 
yn of public ownership of dio 
ng Administration pressure being 
the sidetracked bills authorizing 

ited transmitter 

t couple of week mostly behind 
ive its unea noments 
ire eve g tne business In an up- 
ors that the Government will 


Stations as an 
ing about stringent regulation and possible dictation to licensees. 

Tied together, all of the trends present a nightmarish picture 
derstood that Chairman Frank R. McNinch is playing with the thought 
mn 
The 
and Pan American Union are energetically working fo! 
ganda program to keep Latin America from playing with Hitler 
idio 
Monopoly 
with study of contractural relationships and inquiry to 
irable 
bogey 
an advisory committee on 

c 

report 
propose a 
other 
the Celler bill 
Affairs Committee, currently pushing the $1,000,000,000 ship- 
building bill through the chamber, gets abreast of its calendar. 
makers probably will hold gabfest early in April, following disposal 


White House has been sold on the idea of a government station by 
Several high diplomats are very desirous 
ot having an outlet at their command, while the navy is reported to 
have changed its attitude from one of nonchalance and unconcern to 
one of active friendship for the scheme. 

Supporters of the pending proposals pooh-pooh the thought that 
they are a threat to the American system of radio. 
observers, thoroughly aware that Congress is prone to start in mod- 
estly with a new idea and that it would be difficult to prevent a trend 
toward public broadcasting for home consumption once we started 
putting out programs for foreigners, are greatly agitated. 
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NEAR-COUP ON 


Powell’s ‘Hotel’ Return 


Off, but Coca-Cola Maybe; 


oT AND. BRANDS Wheelock Weighs Parker 


BY 


Columbia is reported to have al- 
most succeeded recently in inducing 
the official higher-ups in Standard 
Brands to swing over the Sunday 
night Chase & Sanborn show from 


the NBC-red (WEAF). Lines had 
been well laid into the Standard 
Brands organization, without any- 


thing being said to J. Walter Thomp- 
son, the agency on the account, but 
when the SB officials started warm- 
ing up to the proposition the agency 
got in with some fast argumentative 
licks and the whole thing blew up. 
In going after the C&S business, 
Columbia developed an_ elaborate 
station coverage presentation and 
also based its bid on the theory that 
listener availability would be in- 
creased immeasurably by the shift 
in networks at this time. Chase & 
Sanborn has occupied this spot on 
the red consistently since 1930. 


7 NOW, 6 IN AUTUMN 
ON MICKEY MOUSE 


Hollywood, March 15. 

Mickey Mouse airshow for Pepso- 
dent renews after March 27 for seven 
through to May 15 and then 
summer layoff. On return to 
the air in early fall, the will 
take up the remaining weeks of 
the second 13, 

Carl Stanton produces the comedy 
xr Lord & Thomas agencs 


McNamee Ticks Off 15th 
McNamee is this week 


15th anni as an an- 


WEAF, N. Y. in 


weeks 
take a 
show 
SIX 


turn f 


Graham 
celebrating his 


nouncer. Joined 


1923 and has been blurb-blowing 
ever since 

For the past eight vears vet mike- 
man has continuously had a com- 


mercial program. 


Hollywood, March 15. 
Deal for Dick Powell to return to 


Hollywood Hotel as emcee curdled | 


last week after negotiations had been 
opened by Ward Wheelock, handing 
the Campbell soup account for his 
agency. Powell said no flatly, having 
also under consideration at the time 
a possible spot with Coca Cola, latter 
dropping its current Song Shop idea. 

Discussions with Powelll started 
when it was decided that Jerry 
Cooper wouldn't be renewed. Re- 
newals came through for 
Parsons, Raymond Paige and Annie 
Jamison, but Cooper, whose option 
time had arrived, was not mentioned. 
With Powell out of the running, un- 
derstood that Wheelock may strike 
a dea} with Frank Parker. There’s 
also the possibility that Cooper will 
get and stay for an- 
other stretch. 


together on 


Rose Marie Replaces Mary 


Small on NBC Sustainer 


Rose Marie (she dropped the ‘Baby’ 
last year) this week started a 
taining series of three-a-week early 
evening songfests on NBC. Web took 
her on to fill spot Mary Small 
cated when she quit recently in dis- 


SUS- 


va- 


satisfaction over nol getting a spon- 
sor. 

NBC Artists Service is trying to 
10 the vouthful warbler to a spon- 


SOL 


PRESS AGENTS GAGGED 


Can’t Thread Name of Clients Into 
Fifth Estate Series 


Fifth Estate Club, Times Square 
group consisting of newspapermen 
ind pres wents, starts series on 
WMCA. N. Y.. tonight (Wed). Week- 
lv programs will rotate authorities 
ym various subject A 1 club mem- 
bers quizzing the guests on their spe 
cialties. 

Rule has been made tha no p. a 

vall thread the names of s clhents 
uto any question asked, which go 
ymut oy the ozone. 


| 
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INTEANAL BATTLE 
WITHIN COUNG! 


Washington Pretty Skeptical 











About Those Promised 
‘Changes’—Not Much 
Harmony Among Com- 
missioners 


VOTES RECORDED 


Washington, March 15. 

Politics has riddlied the Federal 
| Communications Commission again 
and personal feud are very bitter, 
despite the announced determination 
of Chairman Frank R. McNinch te 
eradicate the old abuses and put 
everything in ordei About the only 
difference is that a new set of in- 
dividuals with the inside track has 


| and 


the former 
Commish is 


replaced 
the 


wire-tuggel 
split along new 
lines 


Repeated reports of bitter scrap- 


| ping have filtered from the FCC in 


recent weeks, while industry reps 
are referring to Ccgnmander T. A. 
M, Craven as the de‘facto chairman 

Weekly closed-door 
described either nasty scraps 
time-consuming meetings where lit- 
tle important business is transacted 
Several members have been 


sessions are 


as 


com- 


| plaining about difficulty of obtaining 
consideration for vital matters which | 


have been fire for weeks 


and months. 


hanging 


The new chairman, although orig- 
|inally regarded as the President's 
spokesman, has been pushed into a 


fied 


Louella | 


corner on numerous recent occasions 
With the member 
who goes along on nearly every oc- 
the Chairman is virtually 
powerless. Most of his colleagues 
have some grudge and often line up 
against him just out of spite. 


exception of one 


casion, 


Votes Recorded 
The dog-eat-dog condition is typi- 
by the growing importance of 
record votes. While roll-calls were 
rarities in the old days, now an in- 
creasing number of votes are being 


committed to paper. Ready for 
presentation whenever that long- 
| threatened Congressional  inquisi- 


tion takes place. 

Worst fight has centered avout the 
policy to be followed in passing on 
station sales. Several attempts have 
been made to agree on a yardstick, 
but without much success. Com- 
mish is split several ways, with the 
chairman reputedly jumping from 
one side to the other. The proposed 
‘bare - bones policy’—under which 
purchase price would be limited to 


Advertising Agency Execs Visiting 


.C. POLITICS 
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Stations Constantly Embarrassed 
By: Do You Like Our Sales Rep?’ 





7 

| 

Resourceful Pest | 
An in ance peddler got the 
intraoffice telephone list at 
NBC and went calling on most 
of the lesser employes. Got in to 
ee many of them on the ruse 


there about a 
gram.’ 

When he got face-to-face with 
his quarries, t 
a ‘su 


‘sustaining pro- 


he revealed it was 


taining program of long 


term insurance 











RADIO AFFECT 


or | 


the cash worth of the physical prop- | 


erty--has been 
MeNinch 


nothing in 


with 
there is 
Act 
on 
broadcasting 


shelved lately, 
currently saying 
the 
which allows the Commish to pas 
the amount paid for 
plant 
Rumors 


Communications 


of bitter fighting reached 
Capitol Hill last week, prompting in- 
quiries. Rep Lawrence Connery of 
Massachusetts was getting set for an- 


other round, with Jetters asking each 
member if he subscribed to Mc- 
Ninch’s recent correspondence 


damning a 


wattage 


Typical of the latset turn of event 


tax. 
is the handling of a still-unpublished 

the close friend 
Democratic Senator 
the 


construc- 


decision involving 


of a prominent 


Politics may be out, but Com 


h was urged to grant a 
tion permit te cert appl cant 
e political tie-up Rest 


balked, and the 


ving to doa favol 


} Ai?) 
because of tl 
of the Con 


member who 


misn one 
* ‘ 
Was tl 


is left out on a limb 


The edict which MecNinch deliv- 
ered against ‘sponsored fun eem 
to have expired At least as far a 
the Commissioners themselves are 
concerned Running to the Cap 
tol with storie is a principal Ooc- 
cupation of several members, while 
some have been doing a great deal of 
dining on expense accounts of indu 
try big-shots 

With all the internal spa ' Vv 


headway is being made Report on 
the costly investigalio ol the 
Am nm Telephone & ] iph 


; Minute 


PERSECUTION 


Btiffalo, March 15. 

Radio has piayed its part in get- 
ting Napoleon out of the insane 
asylum. Patients no longer imitate 
the Little Corporal, but pick out 
some radio or film star or somebody 
prominent in the news. 

Another way in which radio af- 
fects patients is that somebody is 
always’ broadcasting to them or 


broadcasting slanderous things about 
them. One patient, known in the 
hospital as ‘The Radio Woman’ in- 
evil person is always 
etherizing to her and it must be 
3ulfalo, because the farther from 
the city she gets the fainter the re- 
ception. 

She tells the doctors she’s going to 
move to Canada to get away from it. 

One mental case here insisted that 
a local station was broadcasting his 
name every noon, 
closed he heard it at the time of the 


Sists some 


reading of the stock reports—his 
name sounded something like the 
name of one of the stocks. 


Although many feel that they are 
radio and film stars (especially the 
women), a great many of the split- 
personality patients argue that they 
are Franklin D. Roosevelt. 


POETRY T0 HOTCHA 





A checkup dis- | 


| 


i summer 


SWITCH FOR WRIGLEY 


Chicago, March 15. 

With the new setup of the daily 15- 
Wrigley program going into 
effect next week, the period becomes 
a SWing session, making it a complete 
from the ‘Poetic Melodies’ 
style which has been in effect for the 
past year. 

Andrew Sisters move over from 
the exiting ‘Double Everything’ show 
to pep up the daily stripper. Wrigley 
has signatured a 52-week deal on the 
new setup, with the usual 
tion clauses. 


change 


cancella- 


Stuart Erwin Makes Peace 
March 15. 


H yIlyw ood 


Stuart Erwin has patched up a 
peace treaty with the William Esty 
wency and tays out hi contract 
time on the Camel Oakie College 


Wanted to be t adrift Distiked 


Va t is Spotted and handied 
Company, finished some weeks back 
ha cen held up, reputedly for fear 
t might furnish ammunition for the 
le latos demanding an nquit 
to Commish affairs. Rule-drafting 
has come to a halt. The nur ou 
poli questions are taken up no 
ind then. but thout any real suc 
ce in reaching important conclu 
sions. Sidelines are receiving a vood 
deal of consideration but pre if 
nat which involve the fu ol 
Lhe entire communication Dusit 


collect dust. 


Common bugaboo i! ) i mcy 
buyers whose busine ‘quires 

hem to make out-of-town trip 3 
the tation manage vVho tri tg 
draw them out on what they per- 
nally think of the station's na- 
tional sales rep and his methods ol 
operation Agency men inwardly 
vurn at this attempt at pumping, buf 
s a rule they either hedge around 


the subject or remark that the rep 
outfit in question impresses them as 
okay. 

Some of the agency met ho have 
undergone such quizzing at ft the 
opinion that the station operator's 


prime purpose is to put them in posi- 
tion of disciosing the rep they most 
favor. Broadcasters would have then 
an idea of the rep they ought to hire 
if he wants to be sure of that 
agency’s business. Agency men think 
the whole procedure impolitie and 
hope that these probing broadcasters 


retting 


will get hep to themselves and cut 
it out. 

Entre nous stuff recalls an incident 
which occurred about three years 


azo when an agency man while tour- 
ing the Coast on business, revealed 
to a station man what he actually 
thought of the person he had repre- 
senting him in New York. A couple 
weeks later the New York managet 
of the rep firm in question was out, 
and when he got wind of what insti- 
vated the change he went direct with 


his squawk to the president of the 
agency. Time buyer had an uncom- 
fortable hour on the carpet and 


emerged from the mess vowing that 
he would never again voice an opin- 
ion about station reps. 


SERVEL BACK 
AS SPONSOR 
OF TIME 


Servel (Electrolux) will asain 
sponsor ‘March of Time’ through the 
months, stepping in with 
underwriting coin early next month. 

Account, agented by BBDO, spon- 
sored weekly news dramatizations 
last spring and summer when pro- 
‘ram was on CBS. Now rides NBC- 


‘blue, Thursdays, 8-8:30 p. m. Since 
Servel last bankrolled and faded at 
end of summer, program has been 


plugging the two Time 
ties, Time and Life mag 


Inc., propere 


BAKER TO SIBERIA 


Comedian Must Return to N. V.— 
And Does He Hote It 


Hollywo 9d March 1 


’. 
Phil Baker is going east for the 


balance of his radio broadcasts after 


March 27. CGulf is contracted til 
June 26 with summer policy and fall 
newal not yet determined. 

Baker’ trip east ji reluctantly 
made by the comediar. who ne ine 
il] dote upon Holl 0d ¢ i i3 
cen fighting off the 01 lo. 

1 that now | film con te 

ire taken ) i 

Baker celebrates five ve the 

thi Sund (20) I a ti ~ ‘ = 
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Elliott Roosevelt, from Fort Worth, 


Explains Status 


And His Own Part in Arrangements 


No new deals for any of the Hearst 
geiations were closed during the past 
week. Various interests are negoti- 
eating for individual outlets or station 
groups in the Hearst ownership but 
the parties by yesterday (Tuesday) 
had not got around to the point of 
drawing up agreements. 

Elliott Roosevelt, Hearst Radio, 
Inc., prez, declared yesterday from 
Fort Worth that he was not mixed 
up with any group that may buy the 
Hearst stations and that he will have 
no stock interest in any of them. It 
had been reported that Roosevelt 
was slated to take a two weeks’ pur- 
chase option on the Hearst southwest 
group so that the coterie backing him 
could arrange for the necessary 
financing. His deal, it was said, 
would include the taking over of In- 
ternational Radio Sales. | 

Included jn the present negotiating 
picture is a group, headed by Col. 
Arthur O’Brien, Seattle lawyer and 
New Deal stalwart, which is inter- | 
ested in acquiring WINS, Hearst’s | 
New York outlet. Colonel O’Brien, | 
who has a stock interest in KIRO, | 
Seattle, is said to have talked to 
Percy Deutsch, president of the | 
World Broadcasting System, about 
using the latter’s local studios for the 
originating of WINS programs, if and 
when the take over is consummated. 





buoyant about the O’Brien proposi- | 
tion. 

Transfer of KEHE, Los Angeles, 
from Hearst to Earle C. Anthony, 
owner of KFI and KECA, L. A., has 
yet to come up in petition form be- 
fore the Federal Communications 
Commission. 





WEBAL Up for Sale | 
Baltimore, March 15. | 
Group of Balto business men, none 
of them identified with amusement | 
or publishing circles, now is dicker- 
ing to buy WBAL from Hearst. 
Station is a 10,000-watter on its | 
own wave-band from 7 am. until | 
9 p.m. Thereafter it synchronizes | 
with WJZ, N. Y. Hearst acquired the 
broadcaster from the local utility | 
company, Consolidated Gas & Elec- 
tric, in November, 1934, and moved | 
in and took over operation the fol- | 
lowing Feb. 1. 
During the Hearst regime the sta- | 
tion ran jn the red with the excep- | 
tion of a six months’ period last year. | 
Current operation is at a loss. Pur- 
| 
| 





chase price was $465,000, but it is un- 
derstood that Hearst has paid the 
utility only around $150,000 of that 
amount to date. It is known that 
the group seeking to buy WBAL is | 
pegging its bid considerably below 
the figure Hearst bought in at. 

Three other local stations, WCAO, 
WCBM and WFBR are all indies 
operated by Baltimoreans and vank- 
rolled with local coin, 


C.1.0. DEMONSTRATION 
DURING WIP PROGRAM. 


Philadelphia, March 15. 

WIP Homemakers Club was thrown 
into some confusion last Tuesday 
with a demonstration by the CIO for | 
Sandy Guyer, gabber who was fired 
by the station a couple of months 
ago. 

About 1,500 women were gathered 
in the Gimbel Auditorium at a meet- | 
ing of the club last week when sud- | 
denly from the balcony there were | 
Joud shouts of ‘We Want Guyer’ and | 
thousands of leaflets were scattered | 
over the women. The shouts could | 
be heard clearly on the air. 

Confusion caused by the cries and 
soulrming by the audience to see 
where the leaflets were coming from 
very disconcerting to Annabelle 
Adams, new dire*tvess of the Home- 
makers. 











California Probation For 
Pepsodent ‘Career Woman’ 


Pepsodent starts testing a five-a- 
weeker, ‘Career Woman,’ on five Pa- 
cific slope NBC-red stations on March 
21. Los Angeles office of Lord & 
Thomas placed. 

If script show goes well, plans ar 
to spread it nationally. Toothpase 


account is currently renresented over | 


@ big hookup with its “Mickey Mouse’ 
half-hour Sunday afternoons over 
NBC-red. 


‘LEO FITZPATRICK HITS 


A. F. M. CONFERENCES 


Phonograph and Radio Transcription 
Matters Still Pend 











| ‘MUSIC DESECRATION’ 
of Hearst Deals 





Detroit, March 15. 

Repercussions are being awaited 
to Manager Leo Fitzpatrick’s edict | 
against swingin’ old melodies over 
WJR here, issued last week after 
Sam Benavie’s studio band had set 
‘Annie Laurie’ to hot rhythm. 

That Fitzpatrick meant biz was 
borne out later in the week when | 





Would Class Up WINS 


plug was pulled at this end on 

<= 2 Tommy Dorsey’s sustaining broad- 

Col. Arthur O’Brien, the cast from Springfield, O., shorily 
Seattle Jawyer who is dicker- after Dorsey’s boys swung into ‘Com- 
ing for the purchase of WINS, ing Through the Rye.’ Announcer 
New York, from Hearst, has John Stinson cut to read Fitz’ or- 
plans of making it the class der. and station subbed more ‘refined’ 
station of the town, something music. Next day brought flood of 


comparable to the New Yorker mail, pro and con, the favorable ones 

magazine from Detroit's Scottish population 
It’s his idea to specialize in which went to bat 

polo matches, horse’ shows, Fitzpatrick’s edict came _ after 

yacht races and other like Benavie’s band had taken plenty of 

sports of the haut monde and liberties with ‘Annie’ in swing broad- | 

phrase everything on the in- cast, and order is no more swingin’ 


of traditional tunes at WJR. Ditto 


the-smart, hoity-toity lingo as- 
will apply in future to network pro- | 


sociated with their social strata. 











the Brandt Bros.’ Apollo film theatre, | ‘Love’s Old Sweet Song,’ ‘Juanita,’ 
former burlesque house on West 42d | 
street on a 
‘Hobby 
Hearst organization yesterday wasn’t | days. 


jis exactly the same each time. It 


| director for NBC in San Francisco. 


| this week, is believed considering a 


| widely 
composer and arranger, 


cept in cases of commercials. 


| ‘I and lots of other listeners,’ ex- 
Fy | plained Fitz, ‘have tender recollec- 
t | tions of the grand old ballads, and I 


| don’t want such memories disiurbed 


| by shrieking musical infidels, who | 
like jackals must dig up every tender 
memory.’ 


Same ban was placed later in the | 
week on WGAR, Cleveland. WGAR | 
; edict covers eleven songs, ‘Comin’ | 
using | Through the Rye,’ ‘Annie Laurie,’ 


' 
grams aired over local station, all 
| 











Columbia Broadcasting is 


‘Sweet Genevie,’ ‘In the Gloaming,’ | 
‘I Love You Truly,’ Brahm’s ‘Lulla- 
by,’ ‘My Darling Nellie Gray,’ ‘Drink | 
{to Me Only With Thine Eyes’ and | 
Report that CBS was about to let | “The Last Rose of Summer.” 
lease expire on the small number Meanwhile, WJR here is being del- 


temporary basis for 
Lobby’ program Wednes- 


one house is denied by G. Stanley | uged by letters, telegrams, et al., pro | 
McAllister. | 
|while calls for use of theatre for 
emergencies at any time providing 
{notice is 
| films for the complete day with CBS 
|paying off, 


Apollo agreement mean- | and con, comical and serious. 





Buffalo, March 15. | 

WBEN and WEBR have jumped on 

the ban wagon. Swinging of the sen- | 

timental songs by local orchestras 

has been vetoed by both stations, fol- 
lowing the lead of WJR, Detroit. 


CATHOLIC CEREMONIAL Edgar H. Twamley, WBEN direc- 
OKAYED BY CARDINAL) crastic os‘to cut network programs 


| 
loff the air (what WJR did when 
Tomrzy Dorsey started to swing 


‘Loch Lomond’). 


given. House shutters 








Philadelphia, March 15. 

By special permish of Cardinal aa PEN : m 
Dougherty, WDAS each Friday dur-| _D@¥ | Previous nee ene aiee 
ing Lent is airing ‘The Stations of | ™ ; a ne Evening 
the Cross,’ one of the oldest Lenten | the radio co%:mnist of a ee 
seni ine in the Catholic ehusels | News had called the WJR action ‘the 


| height of stuffiness on the part of a 
It has never been broadcast before |“? : P 
and considerable difficulty was en- | tadio station director.’ Both WBEN 


countered by Alex Dannenbaum, the and WEBR are ow.ed by the News. 
station’s prez, in getting the neces- Attitude of WGR-WKBW here is 
sary nod from the Cardinal. that orchestra leaders and vocalists 
Program originating in the studio | are students of the public taste and 

; 4 sts > lif they want swing, they shall have 

| swing. WBNY announced no oOffi- 
cial action against jazzing up the 
ballads, but manager Jack McLean 
pointed out the bulk of the station’s 


Walter Kelsey New Frisco musical output is light classical 


Musical Director for NBC | °°" 2” PoP: #8: 


Og og Philadelphia, Moreh 15 
a Me ih ‘Horse and buggy _ stuff’ was 

conductor and violinist on staff, has Tommy Dorsey’s comment on edict 
been named San Francisco musical of Leo Fitzpatrick, g.m. of WJR, 
director for NBC. No local musical eliminating swing versions of old 
director since Meredith Willson | fayes from the station, Fitzpatrick 
moved his headquarters to Holly-| cut Dorsey's band off the air Tues- 
wood some time ago. day while it was swinging ‘Coming 

Other conductors who continue on | Through the Rye. with the explana- 
the local NBC staff include Josef | tion that it was ‘desecration of semi- 
Hornik, Harvey Peterson, Paul | sacred ballads.’ 
Martin, Ernest Gill. ‘Desecration my eye,’ Dorsey ex- 

Jack Meakin’s sudden resignation | ploded at the Earle here, ‘We’ve just 
from NBC Company’s local staff of | put those songs in a modern dress | 
conductors, effective last Saturday,|and are realiy bringing them back 
yanks two nationwide NBC network |into popularity. Why songs like 
sustainers from the air—‘Bughouse | ‘Loch Lomond, ‘Annie Laurie’ and 
Rhythm’ and ‘Music by Meakin.’ His |‘Coming Through the Rye’ were 
resignation followed on the heels of | practically unknown by the kids un- 
the announcement of Walter Kelsey’s | til we pulled them out of camphor 
appointment to the post of musical | and sct ‘em to swing.’ 


has been given’ wide 
churches in the diocese. 


bally in 




















Meakin, who will conduct an orches- 

tra at the < 1 Alamedz | . 

toad’ show aereee tne eae County | Gathering of the Clans 
For Sir Harry Lauder 





move to Hollywood. He joined the 
local NBC staff some years ago a: a 
pianist, and since then has become | 
known also as a conductor,|. When Sir Harry broadcasts from | 
|BBC in London on its Empire day | 
|program today (March 16), various 


Hollywood. March 15. | Scottish cian orders and societies 
| Two promotions within the ranks | Will have clan meetings, at which 
were made last week by Don Gil-|time Lauder’s broadcast will be | 
|man, NBC western division chief. | heard. 
Waiter Bunker, Jr., moves into the | When the notice of Lauder’s 
berth of production manager, and | broadcast—received in New York 
Marvin Young becomes assistant to| over WJZ. Wednesday afternoon, 
co n Swallow, regional program | and a rebroadcast over WOR from 
director. 


| 11:15-11:45 p.m.—was received, Dun- 
can McInness, the chief of the Scot- 
tish clan in America, communicated 

Dick Newton, warbler-pianist re-| by cable with Lauder and suggested 
cently with NBC in San Francisco,;the Lauder songs that the U. S. 
| is now entertainment supervisor for| Scotchman would most like to hear 
(30 Southern California CCC camps.| on their program. 





| 
| Both have been production aides. 
' 
| 


Representatives of the phonograph 
record companies spent yesterday 
morning (Tuesday) with Joe Weber, 
AFM prez, discussing the legal 
phases of the license form which the 
union has submitted to the industry. 
Issue which received major going- 
over had to do with the allegedly 
secondary boycott provisions of the 
contract. 
upon by the recorders to submit this 
point of debate to the federation’s 
own general counsel for an opinion. 

Transcription phase of the license 
will come up again March 24 when 
the National Asst 
will report on 
been able to do with the 
work affiliates about lining 


ciation of Broad- 
what it has 
non-net- 
up with 


casters 


Suds Co-Op Show. 





Weber had been prevailed | 


the international union’s campaign to | 


increase musician 
broadcasting. 


employment in 


EDUCATIONAL SHOWS 
DRAW FEW SQUAWKS 


Washington, March 15. 

Listening public has been uni- 
versally favorable to the Federally- 
supervised programs carried by sta- 
tions cooperating with the VU. S. Of- 
fice of Education, according to in- 
formation given Congress. 

Encouraging audience response to 


Production Is. 
Given Revamp 


Following the initial and much be- 
rated broadcast of the cooperative 
beer program with Lou Holtz-Dick 
Himber-Ted Husing-Kay Thompson 
an emergency reorganization of pro- 
duction went into effect last week. 
United States Advertising agency of 
Toledo has the account. Show was 
set through Fred Mayer, freelance, 
Fred Uttal directed first program. 

Martin Gosch of Columbia Broad- 
casting’s production department was 
assigned by W. B. Lewis, CBS pro- 
gram v.p., to take over the 


show, 


|Gosch also brought along writers Al 


' 


| 
| 


|, beer program will 


Lewis and Hank Garson who have 


worked with him recently on the 
Paul Whiteman -Chesterfield pro- 
gram. 


New production set-up worked an 
all-night shift over the week-end 
(while the rest of CBS program dept. 
was riding the news ticker from Hit- 
ler’s Vienna). Future assignment and 
production policies on the co-op 
be worked out. 
Dan Seymour who handled the local 


| (N. Y.) commercials for Trommer’s 


the educational broadcasts was fre- | 


ported to the House Appropriations 
Committee recently by Dr. John W. 
Studebaker, education director and 
chairman of the joint committee on 
educational broadcasting. Reaction 
was surprising, with criticisms aimed 
chiefly at details. 

‘Last year in 12 months 
ceived from our broadcasts 


| 


| multiple 


| 
| 


we re- | 


366,000 | 
letters and I doubt whether as many | 


as 50 of them were critical on any | 


score,’ Dr. Studebaker testified. “The 
criticisms dealt largely with produc- 


| 


tion rather than with the writing. | 


There were some complaints that 


there was too much noise, too much | 


dramatization, or something 


like | 


that, rather than of the content or | 


purpose,’ 


RIPLEY SPURNS ACT, 
4] YRS. IN MAKING 


Reading, Pa., March 15. 








After having been set for the Bob | 
| ‘Believe It’ Ripley program on Sat. 


(12), two local musicians were can- 
celled when the Huskies show 


|learned pair had made previous air 


appearance. They are Alvah O. 
Schaeffer and Elmer Addis. 

For past 41 years former has been 
playing his cornet on St. Patrick’s 
Day night over the grave of a friend 
of his early manhood. Instrumental- 
izing originally resulted from a 
pledge at friend’s deathbed. 

During last eight years, Addis, one- 
time vaudevillian, has been doing the 
actual playing, since Schaeffer is par- 
tially crippled by rheumatism. An- 
nual event is witnessed by thousands 
of locals who follow Schaeffer out 
to the graveyard. 





Gruen Show from KFWB; 


John L. Clark Returns 


Hollywood, March 15. 

John L. Clark, Transamerican 
prexy, left last Friday (11) for New 
York after setting the Gruen watch 
show and leaving Don Becker, here 
to write. Ticker show is recruited 
from the Warners studio and will be 
known as Encore theatre. 

For first 13 weeks program airs 
out of KFWB over California Radio 
System and is waxed for 20 sites in 
the middle west and east. After the 
test period the show goes trans- 
continental in the flesh. Players are 
drawn from the studio’s stock list 
and vehicles will be adaptations 
from old WB releases, 

Owen Crump produces, 


BOWES’ CAR STOLEN, FOUND 


Automobile belonging to Major 
Bowes was stolen Sunday night (12) 
and recovered without his being 


aware of the theft. 

Car, a custom built Chrysler. was 
| parked in the street overnight by 
}its chauffeur and found Monday 
morning abandoned in Brooklyn 
minus its radio. 





Voeller Joins Aerogram 
William H. Voeller has joined the 
| Aerogram Corp., Hollywood tran- 
| Scription makers, as associate pro- 
| ducer, 

He will be in charge of agency 
and advertiser contacts. 








{ 
! 
| 
j 
| 


Beer stepped in Monday (14) as Lou 
Holtz’ straight. 

Unhappy mess of the first broad- 
cast is credited by the trade as due 
to one of those ‘too many cooks’ situ- 
ations that often beset programs with 
sponsorship. Billy K. 
Wells stepped out as Holtz’s personal 
author in disgust over the alleged 
mangling of his scripts. 

Fred Mayer and Cecil, Warwick & 
Legler, agency for the local N. Y. 
sponsor, Trommer’s, tried to get to- 
gether with McKnight-Jordan pro- 
ducing combine but couldn't agree 
on price. Thing is still up in the 
air while hunt goes on. 

Gosch did a quick double from 
Paul Whiteman show, only starting 
work on Holtz’ bit Saturday (12). He 
quits Whiteman show shortly to be 
replaced by Phil Cohan but a perma- 
nent switch to Holtz show is also 
undecided, 





Seattle, March 15. 

It's coffee and not beer that the 
Lou Holtz show which clears over 
CBS, Monday nights, is selling in 
this area. The program has local 
brewer backing everywhere else on 
the co-operative hookup. After 
making the rounds of Seattle beer 
distribs without success, KIRO got 
a contract from Reliance Coffee 
through the Izzard Co. agency. 

Lots of local merchandising has 
been tied in with the Reliance par- 
ticipation. 


WHITE HOUSE QUOTERS 
HEAR NBC TALENT 


Washington, March 15. 

Parade of talent for the White 
House Correspondents’ Association's 
annual banquet—with F. D. R. as 
guest of honor—was furnished this 
year by NBC and included every- 
thing from gospel singers to Big 
Apple experts. 

Included among those who sang, 








'danced and played for the Washing- 





ton correspondents and their guests 
were: Joe Cook, Ben Bernie, Arthur 
Murray’s troupe of 10 Big Applers, 
Edward McHugh, ‘Gospel Singer’; 
Zinka Milanor of Metropolitan 
Opera: ‘Vass Family,’ South Carolina 


| Hill-Billy group; four ballet dancers 


| 
| 
| 


| 


from Radio City Music Hall; Mario 
Cozzi, Raquel Carley, Fred Welch, 
Eddie Leonard and Frances White, 
Blanche Ring and Joe Sodja, gui- 
tarist. 

On hand were the following NBC 
execs: David Sarnoff, Mark Woods, 
Niles Trammell, Clay Morgan, Jobn 
Royal, Frank Mason, A. A. Schech- 


jter, Wayne Randall, Frank Mullen, 


William Rainey, William Burke 
Miller, Kenneth Berkeley and John 
Dodge. 





HAL KEMP’S COMMERCIAL 
Chicago, March 15. 
Hal Kemp orchestra goes on Co- 
lumbia coast-to-coast for Griffin All- 


| White shoe polish starting April 19. 


(10 p.m. New York time. 


| 





Will be a once-weekly half-hour at 
Program 
originates in the east. Kemp band 
now in Chi playing the Drake hotel. 

Deal set through Music Corp. of 
America. 
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SED CAR BALLYHOO CLICKS 





NATIONAL ADVERTISING 


(1938 Versus 1937) 


MAGAZINES (1) Jan. 27-38 Feb. 37-38 
COOPIOTEL. 46600. 46460004%% Hee das OO * 7 0.0% a 7.0% 
Womens —15.( ae 
Special ey 7.( -—17.0 
Weeklies, semi-monthlies, Sunday mag. sect’ns 11¢ (2) 
NEWSPAPERS (3) 

National Farm - ( —150 
OCH) GHEEDIOY v.00 8é08d00 G § 2) 
Classified 5qG 2) 
All newspaper advertising ........... — v (2) 
RADIO 

ee eee re ee ee ee ee ee ee a +-18.4 
TE HO ccc sc . 11. 9.0 
WE AENIUO bh 0sGaes eax 7 — 2.0 
EE, (5864645 04 oi ee kT RSA eee ‘ 7.1 + 6.0 
eae 25. (2) 
URE 45438-40403 14.5 (2) 
(1) Magazine data are from Publishers Information Bureau, 

(2) Data not available at this time for February, 1938. 

(3) The farm data is from PIB, all other newspaper figures from Media 


Records. 


Based on newspaper measurements in 52 leading cities. 





Agencies—Sponsors 





National spot placements for the spring continue to belie the ‘going to 


the dogs’ reports. 


mer’ and a long one, 

Griffin All-White (shoe 
which is mounting CBS with Hal 
Kemp’s orchestra, is placing six-a- 


wax musicals on sta- 
tions in areas not covered by Co- 
lumbia hook-up. Bermingham, Cas- 
tleman & Pierce agency is buying; 
elready a flock of southern stations 
sre pacted, mid-Atlantic states and 
midwest are now being lined up. 
U. S. Tires (Ben Bernie), is also 
supplementing web show with 
® wax musical campaign in non-web 


week 15-min. 


its 


areas. Series of 13 five-min, e.t.’s 
sre the order, thiough Campbell- 
Ewald. Same agency is renewing, 


for Chevrolet, the campaign of ‘Mu- 
sical Moments’ transcriptions, and 
adding more stations. 

Nehi Bottling, which inaugurated 
fis first web program on Friday (11) 
on NBC-red, is also spending, heav- 
ily in the south, on local programs. 
These are sports’ reviews. James A. 
Greene, Atlanta, is the agency. 

Feenamint’s national spot ride ex- 
pires in April, but its renewals are 
—at the moment—expected through 
the summer. Placed by William | 
Esty. Account is now enlarging its | 
spot scope on the Pacific slope over 
#ll past proportions, 

Two Texas Co. chieftains return | 
from a coast-to-coast look-see this 
week after having conclaved with 
fuel firm’s distributors in all areas. 
Quarter-hour waxes will probably | 
start nation-wide by early summer. 
One hitch now holding up campaign 
is that, it is understood, Texaco 
wants the stations to accept the biz 
on local rates. This old check-mate 
situation will have to be ironed out. 
Sponsor's stand is that the distribs 
will be plugged and that the many 
merchandising hook-ins are all lo- 
cally flavored. 

Seed and nursery accounts, which 
haven't been as active as formerly 
for this time of the late winter, com- 
menced stirring over the weekend. | 





Rumford Baking Pewder is return- 
ing to the spot field for the first time | 





in several years with a campaign 
of five quarter-hour programs a 
week, 


Best Foods, Inc. is lining up an an- 
nouncement campaign through Ben- 
ton & Bowles. 


Cincinnati New Business: 

Climax Wall Paper Cleaner, 20 
spot announcements, on WCKY, 
through Roger Williams Co., Cleve- 
land. 

National Used Car Exchange, 
through Geyer, Cornell & Newell, 
Inc., N. ¥. C., 18 s.a. on WCKY. 

Kays Laundry, Covington, Ky., 100 
five-minute e.t. programs on WCKY. 


Fanger & Rampe, Inc. Cincy 
(Conformal shoes), 300 £8. on 
WCKY. | 


Procter & Gamble Ce. through 
(Continued on page 37) 


Biz is off, no doubt of that. It 
But the indications have gleams 
polish ),¢———— ae 


| for measuring a 


| roads’ 


| age 


be ‘early sum- 
of optimism. 


may an 


50-MAN UNIT OUT 


Kay Kyser Objects to Proposed Ex- 
pansion—Carries Point Over Hill 
Kay Kyser almost didn’t premiere 

for Lucky Strike on NBC-red start- 
ing March 30, in place of ‘Hollywood 
Parade’ (WB-Dick Powell), because 
Kyser objected to George Washing- 
ton Hill's idea of augmenting the band 
to 50 men. Hill is strong for mam- 
moth orchestras. Kyser squawked it 
would spoil his style to exceed his 
basic 14-man unit, 





Kyser won. 


Joint Committee Meets 


Thurs. (17) for Adoption 


Of Station Area Measure 


Technical committee of the Joint 
Committee on Radio Research is 
slated to meet tomorrow (Thursday ) 
to decide on a standardize method 
station’s listening 


area. The vardstick will be based on 


| the results of a mass of data which 


the committee has collected over the 
past vear ana a half through its own 
surveys. 


NBC has retained Charles Mor- 
row Wilson to prepare the word 
study of the rural audience probe 
lwhich NBC and Columbia. co- 
financed and the Joint Committee 
supervised. Wilson authored a re- 
lated work. ‘Money at the Cross- 


for NBC several months ago. 

Committee has 
tain any of the ideas of Edgar Felix, 
field intensity engineer, who has 
very strong theories that the cover- 
stories methods are all 
askew. 

Felix in order to gain further ac- 


and 


ceptance for his ideas is starting a 
|! monthly bulletin digesting some of 
his findings. This bulletin he will 
sell at a very nominal price unlike 
his full service for which agencies 
pay $900 


Sealtest’s 5:15 Show 


Sealtest (ice cre: and milk for- 
mula) is prepping another network 
show. Currently sponsor is b Ke 
rolling ‘Rising Stars,’ classical music 
half-ho presided over by Alex- 
ander Smalie Show rides NBC- 
red on Sunday nights. 


Account planning a five-a-week 


strip show with musical interludes 
which will be slipped into the now- 
empty 5:15-5:30 p.m. niche on NBC- 
blue. Sealtest’s agency is McKee, 


Albright & Ivey, a Philadelphia out- 
fit. 


+ 
| 
\ 


refused to enter- | 


VARIETY 29 
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| Detroit More Optimistic As 
Spring Season Is _ Ad- 
vanced — Figures Good 
but Must Be Correlated to 
Total Problem 


| i = 


RADIO FUTURE 


| 
| 


Detroit, March 15. 


Subject to realistic ‘interpretation’ 


and correlation te the total automo- 
| tive sales problem first returns on 
| last week’s national Used Car ex- 
|change week are encouraging. A | 
| cheerful note now prevails in De- 
| troit, This may have its due effect 


on radio sponsorship in near future. 


Tentative estimates 


are that some 
200,000 used cars were sold during 
the special push last week which 


had $1,250,000 of national advertising 


and an unknown amount of local 
advetrising behind it. Sales are de- 
scribed as about 100% better than 


the same week a year ago and hav- 
ing the following advantages: 


| (a) Depletion of about 25% of 
the on hand stock of used ears. 

(b) Advancement of the usual | 
spring season by about one month 
making things look better for new 
models, 

The Divvy 
Of the 200,000 cars estimated as 





|sold Ford will account 
Chrysler for 50,000 
| Motors for 75,000. 
ithe total number 
| were on a cash | 
with no older car taken in exchange. 
In scores of communities huge bon- 
| fires destroyed from 100 to 200 junk- 
piles. Each dealer kicked in with 
one rattle-trap of little value save 
for scrap metal. 


for 60,000, 
and General 
Possibly 80.000 of 


of transactions 


between $250 and $275 for cash. 

Used cars are the bottleneck of 
auto sales. Breaking the jam should 
elp biz. Of the $1,250,000 national 
budget newspapers got the big slice, 
| $800,000. 





Studebaker motors is feeling its 
| way back with a compaign being 
| spotted around the key towns in be- 
| half of used cars. Roche, Williams 
i & Cunnyngham (Chicago) is the 
| agency. 

| Last Studebaker radio expenditure 
| was for the Richard Himber program 
| over NBC-red last winter. 


‘CHARLES GILCHREST 
OFF CHI DAILY NEWS 


Chicago, March 15. 


Charles Gilchrest is off the Chicago | 


Daily News as radio editor after 14 
years with the paper. He is resign- 
| ing radio columning to devote him- 
seif to commercial writing for radio. 
Gilchrest at one time did a daily 


syndicated radio column for the 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert feature: 
subsidiary. He has also done several 
{scripts for ‘The Court of Missing 
|Heirs’ for Skelly Oj], and other 
shows for Lord & Thomas, Schwim- 


mer & Scott, Ruthrauff & Ryan and 

other agencies 
Understood 

replacement as 


Daily News plans 
columnist, but 
program 
the time being. Difficult 


tu 


no 
raaio 
will atten merely 
and Gilechre Va 


the amount of 


space ted to radio, 


Edgar Guest Show to CBS 
C ago, March 15 

the NBC 

program 


to Co- 


After a long gallop on 
wires the ‘It Can Be Done’ 
for Household Finance shifts 
lumbia, starting April 20. 

Edgar A. Guest show also changes 


eal 
nighter, riding o 


to a Wednesday } ut 
of Chicago across country at 9:3) 
pm. central time. Local office of 
Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn 


i} made the arrangements, 


yasis, it is guessed, | 


Average used car value reported | 





| 





+ 


| 





Poor Timing 
Hollywood, March 15 
Two characte vere killed 
off last week n | j il, 
‘Those We ] ¢ 
The contrat three 
wecks to go, so agency is stuck 


for the payoff. 


Hollywood Not, 











r 


San Francisco, March 15 
Belief that Hollywood will never 
become ‘the’ radio center of the 
| world, or even of the United States, 
was expressed by NBC's vice-prexy, 
Don E. Gilman, in charge of the 
web’s Western Division, during an 
address at a Commercial Club Junch- 
eon here last Thursday. In the talk, 
| which was aired over KGO, Gilman 
also declared NBC’s spot in the San 
Francisco radio sun would continue 
to be a large one, in spite of neces- 
|sary adjustment between the local 
|!and Hollywood staffs, because of the 


chain’s large investment and two 
transmitters here. 

| ‘Should Hollywood ever become 
the greatest radio center in the 
world, I honestly believe such a 
position would be exceedingly un- 
fortunate,’ Gilman told his listeners. 
‘Radio is successful because it comes 
from everywhere ,and holds its ap- 
peal most when pick-ups are made 
from various sections of the world. 


‘I doubt that Hollywood will ever 
become the point from which most 
programs will emanate. Talent can- 
not be ceniered in one place. Most 
|of the outstanding talent which we 
| have on the air today was born in 
| the small centers. There have been 
| very few great stars born in New 
| York, although they may have made 
| their reputations there.’ 


Frisco’s Status 





In a discussion of the comparative 
|importance of NBC's activities in 
|'San Francisco and Hollywood, Gil- 
'man declared, ‘In Hollywood we are 
duction plants in America. We are 
also revising our plan to build new 
| studios in San Francisco. As we in- 
crease our production in Hollywood 
we are transferring people from San 
Francisco to the south. We now 
have nearly 200 on our payroll in 
| San Francisco compared with around 
{110 in Hollywood. When the new 
| building down south completed 
the staffs will be more nearly equal- 
ized . Most of the administrative and 
creative staffs will be in Hollywood 
San Francisco will have an_un- 
usually large technical staff, due to 
the presence of our two transmitters 
(KPO and KGO) here,’ 

NBC v.-p. told his hearers 
New York and Chicago had 
more programs than had San Fran- 
cisco because of the growth of 
Hollywood as a production center 
He referred to ‘One Man's Family,’ 
one of the few local shows that had 
moved south, and stated that all 
lik program will originate 
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Lee Wiley warbling from Don Lee 
' showcase, 


jn building inest pro- | ; 
ow building one of the finest pro men in the WABC unit of AGRAP, 
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Free Breakfast’ Offered Chi Actors 


QTTIENERK As Cuffo Come-Gn by WAAF, Chi 


, 
| Chi ( Marx 15 
| There a vaude hou in town, 
| the Si tfor« that iety 
l}acts a free dinner for appearances at 
preview ¢ ery other ‘T I¢ lay But 
t} ‘ } to be ped | tne 
| Drove Ji ni tat 1 here, WAAF, 
vhicl ne ¢ a ‘breakfast 
; Cciut 1¢ a n ( t act or 
;come up at 7 a for appearances 
I for the mike, with the payoff to be 
gratis orange juice, bacon and eggs 
and coffee. 
Station is not being bashful about 
ts idea either, but trying to sell 
enis on the cine e | insist- 
pub- 
licity for the act Vot o1 } the 
tation made ich a pror ition to 
the vaude agents here, but has ac- 
tually gotten up a list of the acts 
that it would prefer. 
| With a theatre offering free din- 
j}ner, a station a free breakfast: the 
other thing that’s now lacking to 
make it three squares a day is for 
some joint to propose gratis enter- 





tainment for free lunch. 


LANGHAMITES 
VOTE TO STAY 
IS 


the membership of the 
WABC, N. Y. (CBS) chapter of the 
American Guild of Radio Announce 
ers and Producers on whether to af- 
filiate with other 


Poll of 


labor groups re- 
| sulted in a unanimous vote to pre- 
serve the status quo. Questions the 


| 
| 





| 


unit considered were whether to re- 
main independent as heretofore or to 
affiliate with the American Wedera- 
tion of Radio Artists (A.F. of L.) or 
to join the American Communica- 
tions Assn. (CIO). Same questions 
have been put to the national mem- 
bership. Result of the national poll 
will be announced when all returns 
are in. So far 18 chapters have sent 
in their results, and 10 remain to be 
heard from, but none will be 
nounced until] all votes are in. 
There are 15 announcers, 15 
duction men and 18 sound 


ane- 


pro- 
effects 


a contract calling for a 
closed shop in those fields. Present 
agreement allows any point to be re- 
opened annually in June during the 
operation of the contract, excepting 


only the clauses dealing with the 
|closed shop and arbitration. All dis- 
putes must be submitted to arbitra- 
tion. Announcers’ contract runs for 
five years, the sound engineers’ for 
two. 

Roy Lanvham, spokesman for 
WABC’s AGRAP unit stated that 
while the unanimity of the vote 


might have been surprising, the ac- 
tual result not since a National 
Labor Relations Board case is pends 
ing which may have a wide influence 
on collective bargaining in radio, 


was 


attle, March 15. 
Announcers, talent writers 
representing every tation, but 


one held a roundtable meeting in the 


S« 
and 
local s 


Olympic hotel Monday afternoon to 
discuss formation of a chapter of the 
Amer@>n Federation of Radio Are 
tist 7 met eld to ase 
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Gonmaaty s Radio Loud Speakers Inside 
Columns Used for Paid Advertising 


+ 


March 


educationa! 


15. 


po- 


Washington, 
Combination of 
tent! 


a 1\ ertis 


and commercial 
tried 


alities of radio 


ing is being mut in a 


new way by Germany. 


Network of 6,000 outdoor loud- 
speakers will be established in im- 
portant Nazi cities over the next six 
years, Commerce Department heat 
to make sure that official propa- 


ganda and other programs reach the 


maximum audience. Horns will be 


mounted on tall hexagonal columns, 
with the six sides being rented out 
for posters and billboard advertis- 
ing 


of 


advertising 


Smaller chain speakers, with- 


out the planned 


for 


FISCAL DATA 
DEMAND ON 
STATIONS 


March 
Country-wide search for economic 
data, which will mean headaches for 


every 


space, 


the lesser municipalities. 


Washington, 15. 


member of the broadcasting 


industry, is being the 
Federal 


sion. 


In 


mapped by 


Communications Commis- 


accordance with the rec- 
ommendations of Commissioner T. 
A. M. Craven and as preliminary to 
promulgation of uniform. cost-ac- 
counting rules, 
readying to quiz every licensee 
about his finances. Questionnaires 
will go out soon to every station in 
the country, it is understood. Host 
of facts will be required. 

The accounting department, which 


has had little education about radio 
and is concerned chiefly with tele- 
phone and telegraph finances, has 
started digging into what few sta- 
tistics about radio are on tap. Fi- 


nancial statements required with re- 
newal applications are being ogled, 
but the Commish will want to know 
a good deal more than is on file. 

Creation of an economic section 
is in the wind, but little has been | 
done so far to set up a staff ex- 
clusively assigned to digest the finan- 
cial facts:of the broadcasting busi- 
ness. 





WAAW, OMAHA, REVAMPED 


Frank Shopen and Walter Meyers 
Now Co-Managers 
Omaha, March 15. 

Management at radio station 
WAAW underwent complete revision 
last week. Changes began at top 
where board of directors of Omaha 
Grain Exchange, owning body, ap- 
pointed committee of three to super- 
vise operation of station. Commit- 
tee consists of John Buchanan, chair- 
man: Frank Bell and Joe Wright, 
all members of the board. J. H. 
Weaver, president of Grain Ex- 
change, and F. P. Manchester, sec- 
retary, are members of committee 
ex officio. 

Committee has appointed Frank 
Shopen and Walter Meyers co- 
managers. Shopen will handle com- 
mercial end programs and produc- 
tion: Meyers will supervise technical 
side. Mevers has been with siation 
13 years in technical and announcing 
eapacities. Shopen has mem- 
ber of technical and announcing staff 
two and half 

Past couple of months station has 
operated under direction of Bill 
Bailey in post of assistant manager. 
He departed for a Chicago 
agency. 

Duane Gaither remains 
of publicity but will 
gon time to announcing 
duction. Elsa Easterly 
licity and promotion § de 
Bill O'Brien 


City. Kans., as 





as 


been 


years. 


has 


charge 
devote 
and 


in 
also 
pro- 
leaves pub- 
KCKN, K 


announcer, 


goes to ansa 


Ross fills a concert 


co March 3. 


Loiimny 
Sun Franc: 





| Palestinian Arabs 


| istan, 


the FCC is reported | 


| Halifax. 
that being spread 


junction 
' Assn., 


| history 


partment, 


tafe in 





The Blue and the Gray 


Personnel department of NBC 
reveals that 40° of the net- 
work’s staff employees in N. Y. 
hail from below the Mason and 


Dixon Line. List is complete, 
including page boys. 

Angle that twice as many 
applications for all sorts of jobs 
co from Southerner 





os 








British Would Be Obliged 
If Arabic Diaiects Were 
Standardized for Radio 


992 


Cairo, Feb. 23. 
Reportedly inspired by the British 
Government acting in the capacity 
of ‘friendly Ally,” movement on foot 
here (very unofficial) to 
ize the spoken Arabic 
Medium is the radio. 
Although Arabic is 
written in all 
spoken 
dialects, tribe 


language. 


identical 
Arabic-speaking lands, 
in countless different 
differing from tribe. 
often have diffi- 


as 


it 1s 


culty making themselves understood 
in Egypt, and Upper Egyptians | 


speak a language different from that | 


NEW ATTACK 


last | 
month to counteract the Bari (Italy) | 


of the Lower Egyptians. 

Idea being to facilitate the British 
propaganda newscasts in Arabic 
from Daventry, inaugurated 


anti-British daily outbursts. 

Language difficulties 
are a source of headaches to 
the markets of India, Syria, 
etc. 


‘HOWIE WING WAXERS 
PLACED IN CANADA 


Kellogg has placed its ‘Howie 
Wing’ wax kid-appeal serial over 11 
Canadian stations to augment the 
‘Wing’ campaign currently being laid 
out over VU. S. broadcasters’ cross- 
country. 

On the Dominion list are CFRB, 
Toronto; CJRC, Winnipeg: CJRM, 
Regina: 
wa; CFCF, Montreal; 
ham: CJOR, Vancouver: CJCA, 
monton; CHSJ, St. John; CHNS, 
Canadian campaign, unlike 
in the U. S., is 
confined to key cities. 








Ed- 





Maple Leaf Gas Sponsors 
Show on 3-Station Loop 


Calgary, March 15. 
Maple Leaf Petroleum, in con- 
with the United Farmers’ 
sponsoring 
over 


Program serially dramatizes 
of Alberta, is labeled 
and scripts are by 
Foss. All sound effects are recorded 
on instantaneous discs during re- 
hearsals for smoother cuing on 
ozone. Other stations carrying show 
are CJCA, Edmonton, and CJOC, 
Lethbridge. 


Timer,’ 


i Blackett - Sample - Hummert 


standard- | 


eration 


incidentally | 
the | 
Misr Film people who want to serve | 
Afghan- | 


| summon 
CNCN, Calgary: CBO, Otta- | 
CFCO, Chat- | 


| the CBC for 
| studio 


| municipal 
Sunday program | law is unconstitutional if legislating | 
a special three-station hookup | 
| fed by CFAC here. 

the | 
‘Old | 
Della | 


the | 
|taken on by NBC Artists Service, for 
| series 
|} web. 


Wedne 
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SERIES OF TRADE TALKS | 


Patricia Sects Bob Barrett, Henry | 
Klein, Clint Ferris, Dick Marvin 
Chicago, March 15. 

Six radio advertising execs are 

scheduled to speak a piece before the 

classes being 

cago Federated Advertising Club un- 


der the chairmanship of Marvin 
Harms of Young & Rubicam. 


Leading off the parade 
Gordon, president of the Princess Pat 
cosmetic firm, who will discuss ra- 
dio as an advertising medium. 

Will be followed on March 
R. J. Barrett. Jr., head of the 
Chicago sales office. Barrett will 
discuss the proble buy 


advertising as » chec 


24 by 


ms of ng radio 
king facilities 
problem of 
choice of station. Week 
Klein, radio chief of 
on, Durstine & Osborn 
outline the building of a 
taking both 
needs into 


lata service, coverage, 
time and 
ifter, Henry 
Batten, Bart 
agency, will 
radio plan and program, 
Sram and commercial 
consideration 


On April 7 


pro 


Clint Ferris, v.p. of 
agency 
merchandizing of 
radio as to and dealer tie-ups 
on contests, prizes, etc. Richard 
Marvin, radio head of J. Walter 
Thompson agency here, is slated for 
a discussion on the ‘advertising 
agency in radio,’ taking into consid- 
the organization 
tion of a radio department. Blank 
date so far April 14 with 
speaker yet to be set to tell the club 
classes about radio research. 


the 


sales 


will spiel on 


is 





ON CBC CIVIL’ | 
STATUS 


Montreal, March 15. 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. has 
bepes an appeal 
ourt claiming exemption from the! 
preenrtw 2% sales 


failing to pay a tax of $40 on a piano. 

It’s another test of the status of 
the CBC, latter claiming that it is 
the agent of the Crown and “| 
the court has no _ jurisdiction 
either the Crown or the | 
government to court. 

Action was taken by the city in 
connection with a piano bought by 
$2,000 for use in a local 
for broadcasting purposes, 
City claimed the usual 2% 
the Corporation refuses to pay on 
the plea that any such tax would 


ij have to be paid from the consoli- 


dated revenue of Canada and that 
since the operations of the CBC 
constitute a governmental function 


any property used in that respect is | 


not subject to any provincial 


taxation. Claim 


or 


a tax against the Crown. 


conducted by the Chi- , 


is Patricia | 


WOR | 


and opera- | 


the | 


| judges for a ‘Baby Snooks’ 
| being conducted 
ithe 
| Theatre. 


with the Superior | West also in cast. 
| ducing, 

tax following a/| 
summons from the Recorder's Court | 
| that the CBC appear on a charge of | 


tax which | 





| finals 


is the} and Felix Knight in the running. 


= 


Holland Stations May Go Commercial 


So States Edward Startz, Now in New York to Study 
American Broadcast Advertising 


Martinez-Gil Brothers 
Touring Chile, Peru 


Martinez-Gil Bros., having com- 
pleted 10 weeks on Radio Belgrano, 


Buenos Aires, exit this week. 
Mexican Freres, formerly heard on 
NBC in New York, will quit Argen- 
tine for radio and theatre dates in 
Chile and Peru which are now be- 


ing worked out. 


Pacific Coast Notes 


Johnny O’Brien and his Harmonica 
Hi Hats, with warbler Lora Tringali, 
of the NBC San Francisco staff, have 
been booked for a series of nightly 
appearances at Hotel Sir Francis 
Drake. 

Baseball writer Eddie Garrigan of 
the San Francisco Call-Bulletin do- 
ing a Sunday night sports show on 
KGGC. 

Radie editor Herb Caen of the San 
Francisco Chronicle, and manager 
Glenn Dolberg of NBC’s San Fran- 
cisco program department are among 
contest 
by Metro, 

Warfield 


locally 


Chronicle and the 





Scott Weakley of KROW, Oakland, 


recently aired his 500th session in his 


fre! noon series. Claims he's 
10,000 people, 
| 500, 000 words. 


quizzed 
spieled more than 





J. Edwin Wyman scripting a new 
drama series, “The Soldier of Miss 
Fortune,’ which debuted over KFRC, 
San Francisco, Saturday (26). 
Anderson has title role. Phil Stearns, 
Raymond Northcutt, Michelle Eliot, 
author Wyman, Alice Hult and Max 
Cyril Wood pro- 


Maury Amsterdam optioned for 
another stretch as writer on Metro’s 
‘Good News.’ 


Burns and Allen passed their sixth 


year on the air. Dates back to 
Gracie’s guest spot with Eddie Can- 
tor in 1932. 

John L. Clark, Transamerican 
prexy, got in from the east just in 


time to get a good wetting. 

Florence Baker, eastern dramatic 
air player, landed two spots day she 
arrived in L, A. 


Lawrence Tibbett and Helen Jep- 
son do the honors for Lux March 28. 





Hollywood interest in Met opera 
on the air with John Carter 


John Nesbitt finally signed that 


In another case CBC has already | Union Oil contract for the program 
been ruled upon as a private cor- | to replace ‘Thrills.’ 


poration by both the Superior Court 
and the Court of Appeals, 
appeal to the Suprene Court denied. 


Vincent Gomez, Sexican guitarist, 


of Sunday sustainers over 


Can't Criticize England? 


f 


Canadian Parliament Member Speaks of ‘Admirable 
Reticence’ and Deplores Winnipeg Editor’s Candor 


Montreal, 

Reported here that 
charges in the House 
Ottawa by Hon. C. H 
Secretary of State 


March 15. 
as a result 
of Commons at 
. Cahan, forme 
for Canada, that 


the facilities of the Canadian Broad- 
to 


casting Corp. have been used 
spread adverse propaganda in con- 
nection with British Government. 


Premier Mackenzie 
nounced that 
held. 

Hon. C. H. Cahan 
the speech of G. V. 
aging editor of the 
Press, over CBC lines, 
sh policy resulting 

Anthony Eden 

Cahan 


King has 


Ferguson, 


was criticized. 


international relations 


of 


an- 
an investigation will be 


protested against 
man- 
Winnipeg Free 
in whieh Brit- 
in the resignation 


iid that in view of delicate 
prevailing, 


are exercising admirable reticence in 
public discussions, it was deplorable 
that the Government-controlled radio 
system should be used to stir up pub- 


lic sentiment 
Premier King would not promise | 
to secure the text of the Ferguson 


speech without consultation with, and 
approval of, 
} of the Board of Governors of 


pers 
the CBC. The Prime Minister claimed 


an arbitrary demand would involve | 
the question as to how far the Gov- 
ernment Is justified in exercising 


control 


Corp., whose functions are defined | 
by statute. 
Transport Minister Tlowe will be} 


asked to persuade the Board of Gov- | 
ernors of the CBC to permit reading | 
Iwhen Canadian Government leaders | of the Ferguson speech in the House. | for a fall resumption. 


with an | 


‘ship to handle talent for 


the chairman and mem-, 


of the Canadian Broadcasting | 


| 
i being tested at 
' 


Ralph 
| Australian, 


‘Doc? Power 
Persian 


convoying 
and Canadian 


| radio nabobs around Hollywood, 


Kelly Anthony 
over Malta fever 
KFI-KECA desk. 
Eckley and Wilt Gunzen- 
formed an agency partner- 
radio. 


the decision 
is back at his 


won 


and 


Amory 
dorfer 


‘The Marines Tell It to You’ goes 
| national over Mutual after Coast 
run, with Seven-Up soft drink outfit 
bankrolling. 





Hal Styles set for another 26 weeks | 


on KHJ ‘Los Angeles) 
‘Help Thy Neighbor’ job-finding pro- 
gram. Claims he put 4,000 to work 
in the first year, 


with his 


Sara Langman producing 
recting the True 
over KFWB. 


di- 


series 


and 
Story 


new 


Bernie Milligan winged to Chicago 
from L. A. on radio biz. 

Clif? Edwards started a sustaining 
series of KHJ (Los Angeles). 


Lee Trent, Texas r ailte announcer. 
20th-Fox studio. 
Tyrone Power takes a 13-week lay- 

off May 1. Woodbury 


has optioned 


—_—_— + 





| wavers going commercial, 
Ruth | 


commercial status. 


‘couver: 


By ALBERT SCHARPER, JR. 
Edward Startz, from PCJ and PHr. 
the pair of powerful Dutch stations. 


is in New York ogling American 


broadcasting methods. Behind the 
purpose of his trip to the U.S., which 


is ostensibly goodwill, is the fact the 


stations plan to go commercial. At 
present there are no commercial sta- 
tions in Holland. It is asserted that 
the Dutch government would place 
no barriers before the proposal 
PCJ and PHI are 60,000-watt short- 
wavers located at Hilversum, just 


outside Amsterdam. 
ited by Philips, 
manufacturing company. 
present does not plug its products. 
and only ballyhoo is the value of 
firm’s frequent name mention 
According to Startz, small firms in 
Holland would not budget advertis- 


They are 
big radio equipment 


oper- 


Owner at 


ing expenditures on the radio. Two 
short-wavers would aim at the world 
and produce big shows for large 


Dutch outfits. It is understood some 


| have already been contacted on such 


a proposal, notably the Holland tulip 


bulb industry, the Royal Dutch Air- 
lines, the tourist travel bureau and, 
of course, Philips would participate 
Latter does not peddle its products 
in the U. S. because of a deal with 
RCA and General Electric; sells in 
other countries, however. 

PCJ beams its programs toward 


the Western Hemisphere and the sis- 


ter station directs its broadcasts to 
the Eastern. 
There are, aside from the two 


powerful shortwavers, only two long- 
wave broadcasters in Holland. Both 
are small, one owned by Philips and 
the other by the government. Duo 
will be unaffected by the short- 
both con- 
tinuing on their present status. 


Belgrano Ups to 120,000 
Watts in June; Deal On 
With WOR, New York 


Having added stations to its chain, 
Radio Belgrano (LR3), originating 
station of Primera Cadena Argentine 
de Broadcasting will up its power on 
June 1 to 120,000 watts from 50,000. 
Full power will be used over broad- 
casting day of 17 and one-half hours, 
making it the most powerful on S. A. 
continent. Upping is partly a ma- 
neuver to offset short wavings of 
Columbia and National Broadcasting 
programs as well as improvement of 
New equipment 
was bought in Germany by Jaime 
Yankelevich, owner. 

Additions to the net find 11 sta- 
tions now listed exclusive of two 
short wavers, CXA8 and CXA6, 
which are in Montevideo, Uruguay. 
Rest of lineup consists of stations 
LU6, LU7, LV1, LV3, LV10, LVII1, 
LV12, LT1, LT7, LT9 and LR3. Both 
moves are construed as political and 
designed to fit in with future rela- 
tions with U. S. radio interests now 
seeking entry. 

Belgrano is currently trying to 
work out a pickup arrangement with 
WOR, New York. Geographical lo- 
cation of Buenos Aires being two 
hours further east of New York is 
holding up deal for pickup of non- 
commercial shows from down under. 
At first reported a reciprocal deal it 
actually calls for WOR on receiving 
end only. Argentine government has 
a nix against air importations via 
short wave. 

Although Mutual made overtures 
to Belgrano it is also understood that 
now Radio El Mundox (LRI) also 
wants to come into the picture and 
possibly squeeze out Belgrano. 








P&G TRANSCRIPTIONS 
ON FIVE EUROPEANS 


Procter 


& Gamble. on behalf of 
its hairwash product, Drene, is plac- 
ing a series of Morton Downey 
transcriptions on five European 
broadcasters. 

Quintet are the commercial sta- 


tions located in Luxemburg, Lichten- 
stein, Paris, Lyons and Toulouse 





New appointments at CJOR. Van- 
Dick Diespecker to program 


director post, Leo Trainor to chiet 
announcer, Geoff Davis to traffic 
chief and Stan Catton to assistant 


program plotter. 
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DALLAS-BUILT 


SHOW EXTENDS 


Dallas, March 15. 

Dr. Pepper Beverage has renewed 
Sunday afternoon series over Dixie 
network for another year, effective 
April 1. 
Winston-Salem and Raleigh stations 
to chain makes total of 27 stations, 
including many NBC affiliates and 
some independent through. 
out Southland. Originates through 
WFAA in Dallas. 


stations 


During the three years the show 
has been on the air, the perform- 
ances have been staged before pub- 


lic audience in Crystal 
Baker Hotel, a policy 
continued. 

Recent shake-up in production -f 
however, has brought about 
elimination of comedy and release of 
several members of cast. Kar] Lam- 


Ballroom of 
that will be 


Ss 1 ) W ° 


bertz is new musical head, succeed- | 


ing Alex Keese. Jimmie Jeffries re- 
mains as emcee and Roy 
sticks as commercial spieler. 
Ludi Maisen off show. 
gins and Ivan Wayne remain as vocal 
soloists for strictly musical program. 
Guests chiefly recruited from Dallas 
show biz, are heard each week, 


DEALER MAKES TIE-IN 
WITH NEHI INAUGURAL 


Norfolk, March 15. 
Norfolk’s Royal Crown 
dealer, T. C. Clarke, made the most 
of the initial broadcast of his firm 
over WTAR and the NBC system, 
Friday (11). He hired a hall and in- 
vited several hundred to hear the 
first outburst of the half-hour setto. 
After broadcast came to a close a 
toast to Royal Crown was drunk by 
the audience. 


Gene Thomas Is Sales Mer. 
Under Frank Braucher 


Gene Thomas has been named 
sales manager of WOR, N. Y. First 
time that title has been bestowed 
since Walter Neff quit to open an 
agency with Bill Rogow two-and- 
half years ago. 

Frank Braucher is the technical 


top in the station’s commercial de- 
partment, with label of v.p. in 
charge of sales. 


Ben Rocke Laid Up 


Ben Rocke is confined incommuni- 
cado in his home under doctors’ or- 
ders after collapsing from a_ heart 
attack at the Columbia Playhouse 
No. 1, in N. Y. It is unlikely the 
indie program producer will be back 
at his office for at least a month. 

Meanwhile, work on the new idea 
Rocke was whipping up, ‘Band of 
the Week,’ has been delayed indefi- 
Program was proposed for 
co-op sponsorship over Mutual web. 





Jack Hanssen Upped 


Lincoln, March 15. 

Jack Hanssen, who came to KFAB- 
KFOR here two years ago and was 
assigned special events, was moved 
into the post of KFOR program di- 
rector this week. He replaces John 
Shafer, who turned in his ticket and 
will go (18) to WKY, Oklahoma 
City, as sports and special eventer. 
This completes the broom work of 
the studios which has been going on 
since a change in management, Jan. 1. 

Jiggs Miller was brought over 
from KFEQ, St. Joseph, Mo., to take 
care of KFAB, wien Lyle DeMoss 
left for WOW, Omaha. 


WGR’s Mystery Lady 
Buffalo, March 15. 

WGR has a femme voice of expe- 
rience so shrouded in mystery that 
even the sponsor, Shaprow Electrical 
Appliance Stores. isn't 
know her true identity. 
which made its debut yesterday (14), 
is billed as ‘Your Personal Advisor— 
Julia Ross.’ Account okayed the 
show, after an audition, without 
meeting the ‘voice.’ 

Program is on a morning schedule 
three times a week. 





supposed to 
Program, 


Seville, WBAX, Injured 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., March 15. 
Hallie A. Seville, 
auto crash on Pulaski 
Jersey City. 


Seville suffered fractured ribs and 


head lacerations. 


Addition of New Orleans, | 


Cowan 


J. P. Scog- 


| 
(Nehi) | 


manager of | 
WBAX, was severely injured in an | 
: cL aay a+ 

oKY W ay al | 





, Classical Grouch 





Washington, March 15. 

Grumpy citizens who must 
arise between six and seven 
ayem respond to classical music. 
according to WJSV’s ‘Crack of 
| Dawn’ announcer, Warren 

Sweeny. New broadcast brought 
flood of requests for classical 
and semi-classical tunes. 

Proving that hangovers and 


| 
| 
| 
} 


insomnia can be soothed by 
high-brow stuff, in the early 
morning, 





| 


McFarlane of Texas Urges 10% Levy—Others Frown 
on Restrictive Effects of Such Imposts—No Clear 
Intimation of Administration Policy 








DISTRICT 16 PREFERENCE 


Hoover, Hurley, Aylesworth, Mc- 
Donald Named for Paid Prez 


Hollywood, March 15. 

District 16 of the National 
ciation of Broadcasters has. ex- 
pressed its choices for the paid 
president job of the trade group. 
Delegates from California, Arizona 
and Nevada voted for these names: 

1. Herbert Hoover. 

2. Pat Hurley. 

3. M. H. Aylesworth. 

4. Stuart McDonald. 


+ " 
ASSO- 


Washington, March 15 
President Roosevelt last week or- 
dered a study into the feasibility of 
taxing broadcasting 
House of Representatives turned 
down an initial proposal to soak the 
business 10% of its 


stations as the 


£ross 


income 


Probe of severul ideas will be under- 


taken as quickly as possible by the 
Federal Communications Commission 
under White House orders Presi- 


dent made known his desire to have 
a detailed report to Chairman Frank 
|R. MeNinch at a conference which 
also dealt with international broad- 
} casting. 

While he put the Commish on rec- 





ord as opposed to 
McNinch did not 


indicate 


a wattage levy 


after his 


talk with the President what pro- 
cedure will be followed or whether 
the Chief Executive has any spec 


lants on the 
tain if the Pre 
which will produce 
lating radio or de 


producer 


topic 


ident 


Only a handful 
sentative member 


ir¢ 


Likewi e 
wants only a fee 
the cost of reg 


fat revenue 


uncel 


of House of Repre- 


hip lined uy 


vor of soaking the broadcasting in- 


dustry’s gross 


last week. 


| gress rejected a 10% 


income 
radio tax proposal came to a 


when first 
vole 


Junior chamber of Con- 
levy in receipts 


$$ — ——3 





STUDY TAX METHOD FOR RADIO BIZ; 
TREAT PROPOSALS WITH SKEPTICISM 





from sponsors Thursday (10) despite 
appeals from the group which has 
been heaving bricks at radio 
Long-threatened move was made 
by Rep. William D. McFarlane. 
Texas, Democrat, near the wind-uy 
of discussion about the Administra- 
tion’s tax revision bill. 
vance warning: and 
lobbying 


Despite ad- 
preliminary 
, the supporters of the 
posal were able to rally only a frac- 
tion of the members. Idea was |} ed 
tanding vote of 60 to 30 
$14,000,000 a Year 


lax, which Mcrar'™ne p 


by a 


inted out 


ild f r the government $14.000.- 
000 to $15,000,000 on the ba of 
1937 time sales, was ffered with the 

rgument that t would protect 


lall-town newspapers against costly 


competition besides bringing the 
federal treasury a slice of the profits 
made through use of a public re- 


(Continued on page 36) 




















is not content with influencing the buyer to buy. 


By its merchandising to the Retailer ... cultiva- 
tion of DEALER SUPPORT ... WLW also 


influences the seller to sell. 


That is why WLW-advertised products get 


front-line display at the point-of-sale. 


That is also why so many smart advertisers 


WLW-THE NATION'S STATION 


CINCINNATI 


use 
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Appeals Court Judges Appear Shocked 
At Hearing How F.C.C. Made Decisions 


Washington, March 15. | Snyder Succeeds Allen station WCAM, municipally-owned 





Strong hint that the District of | 
Columbia Court of Appeals will lay | 


down the law to the Federal Com- 
munications Commission was seen 
last week in observations from the 
bench during arguments on _ the 
WOAI appeal from decision allow- 
ing new daytime competitor at 
Greenville, Tex. 

With Commish procedure the chief 
issue for the second time in the past 
few months, Chief Justice L. Law-} 


rence Groner frowned sternly when ies ior ’ 
informed of the way the wgepd WHBF Mute After Fire 


body makes up its mind what is and 
is not ‘in the public interest.’ Like 
the recent St. Louis case, the present | 
tiff involves the process of reaching | 


| chell agency. 


| spot Snyder is filling. 








ee 


SUES CITY OF CAMDEN 


Former Lessee of WCAM Wants 
$6,153 for Equipment, Etc. 








Camden, N. J., March 15. 
Suit to recover an amount of 
$6,153 from the City of Camden, un- 
der the terms of a contract for the 
management and operation of radio 


| Inside Stuff—Radio 


General public will be given opportunity to offer personal criticism of 
| Tadio programs through new organization which aims to take the Holly- 
| wood influence out of air shows and point for better radio programs, 
| Organization is called Radio Listeners Foundation, Inc., with headquarterg 
| in Detroit. It has started nation-wide drive for membership by mail cam- 
'paign. Anyone is eligible for membership who will fill out questionnaire 





. . ‘ | ey . . a . 
At J. Stirling Getchell outlet that shares time with two) citing ‘constructive criticism’ which can be turned over to sponsor or 


C. A. Snyder upped to post of | 
radio director at the J. Stirling Get- | 
las been assistant ac- | 
countant exec on Socony-Vacuum, 
item on the agency’s list. 

George Allen last week quit the 
Former plans 
to go into program producing biz on 
his own 


| 


} 


Rock Island, March 15. 
WHBF was off the air for 25 


conclusions and then thinking up of-| hours last week, result of a fire in| 


ficial reasons afterward. 
Controversy between Louis 


Caldwell, representing the San An- No injuries. 


tonio protestant, and Fannie Ney-| 
man, FCC mouthpiece, brought from 
Chief Justice Groner an apology for 
court’s past failures to dictate ade- | 
quate rules of procedure for the air- 
wave regulators. Several jurists 
seemed stunned to hear again that | 
the Commish until recently followed 
practice of announcing decisions 
weeks before they adopted state- 
ments of fact upon which the de- 
cisions are based. Also appeared un- | 
favorably impressed with Caldwell'’s | 
statement that parties often were not 
able to obtain copies of the formal | 
opinions until the effective date of | 
the decision had been reached. 


the studio atop Harms hotel which | 


G.; destroyed much of the equipment. 


Bill Gallien, engineer 
on duty at time flames licked up, | 
stayed in a smoke-filled room till the | 
last minute notifying hotel people | 
of the blaze. 

Station had new equipment rushed 
from Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and it was 
put up in the club house of golf | 
club. Whole staff did a 15-hour | 
stretch in getting WHBF back on the |} 
ozone. Loss of equipment is esti- 
mated at $10,000. 

McGEE ON WSAI PRO TEM | 

Cincinnati, March 15. | 

Fibber McGee and Molly program | 





lof the S. C. Johnson Co., blurbing | 


The Court also indicated, through | floor wax on the NBC red net and 


the Chief Justice, strong disapproval | 
of the way the Commish keeps im- 
portant papers out of public gaze. 


moving from a Monday to a Tuesday | 
night spot this week, will be carried | 
here by WSAI instead of WLW for | 


Presiding member of the appellate | two weeks. 


body frowned on the practice of con- 
sidering confidential memoranda | 
from attorneys and engineers with- 
out making them public. 

Court discussion of when and how 
Commish publishes decisions was 
pointless, except for the effect in 
the Texas situation, since the ma- | 
chinery has been overhauled in the | 
past couple of months. 


out the written explanation why the 


Time clearance will then permit, 
return of the half-hour weekly show 


to WLW. | 


| 
| 


HAFFEY JOINS WCOL | 
Columbus, March 15. | 

Tom Haffey added to announcing | 
staff at WCOL, replacing George | 


Gene Kent has left WCOL con- | 


members reached the particular con- | tinuity staff. 


clusions. 





Poole Robertson at KRBC 


Abilene, Tex., March 15. 
Poole Robertson new commercial 
chief at KRBC. 


Replaced Howard Barrett, now} was originally scheduled for the| Leonard Hyde, 
| Morris Feldman. 


Managing KBST, Big Spring. 





Lyda Roberti Substitution 
Milton Berle will be on the Jack 


in Hollywood. 
Lyda Roberti, who died last week, | 


broadcast. 


other stations, has been filed by 
Jacob L. Furer, of the Broadcast Ad- 
vertising Co. Latter’s agreement to 
conduct WCAM expired Feb. 1, and 
a city commission has been over- 
seeing the station’s affairs since that 
date. 


Amount named by Furer is the | latest mailing piece, ‘The 3-time leader . . 


product of three different claims. 
First amounts to $2,855.97, which is | 
the cost of equipment the Broadcast | 
Advertising Co. purchased and in-| 
stalled between April, 1932, and Jan. | 
31, 1938. Installations were made 


|upon orders of the Federal Com- | 


munications Commission, and the! 
city’s agreement, it is claimed, con- | 
tained a proviso that the company | 
was to be reimbursed for such ex: | 
penditures. | 

Second figure, $300, is made up of | 
lawyer’s fees growing out of a de-| 
fense presented before the Federal | 
Communications Commission in con- 


| nection with a claim brought by a/}f 


Philadelphia station. Cost of 
lawyers’ services were not consid- 
ered by the city, Furer charged, in 
spite of a contract clause making the | 
city responsible. 

Third element of the total claim | 
consists of damages, to the amount 


of $3,000, which the company de-| and is in addition a builder of the hand and foot pedal instruments. 


mands as the amount of losses it in- 
curred because city failed to pay 


the Broadcast Advertising Co. what 


it allegedly was entitled to. 





Judy Dell Joins Crosley 
Cincinnati, March 15. 
Judy Dell, hillbilly singer, lately 
of WGAR, Cleveland, 


Pioneers, heard on WLW and WSAI. 


Bob Arthur, announcer, is another | 


new addition to the combo staff. He 
formerly was with a station in up- 


| state Ohio. 


The Modernaires, male vocal four- 


| (12), They returned to New York. 





King’s Cowboys Back to WIP 


Philadelphia, March 15. 
Charley King and His Cowboys 
back on WIP here after absence of 


| Oakie show, March 22, originating; two years on cross-country vaude | 


tour. 
Gang Tommy Koone, 


Ray Snyder and 


includes 











BRILLIANT SERVICE 


to the seven member stations of 
out-state Michigane eeeaffording 


top-notch reception eeee plus big- 
time entertainmente eecontinuously 
from morning opening to night sign-off | 
@ eeevery day inthe yeareeee oridi- 


nating from the key station, WXYZ, 
Detroit eee all contribute to the out- | 
standing sales power of the | | 


WXYZ 
KEY STATION 
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ene for somebody to assist him in 


| spieling during coming baseball sea- R 
json, WHK-WCLE decided to let | 





DETROIT 
MICHIGAN 


The Paul H. Raymer Co., Representative 








| current Scribner's magazine. 


joined the) 
Crosley talent staff Monday (14). She | that were not too funny. 
has been spotted with the Drifting | the tale. 


|on a new play-radiozation series being lined up. 
Meredith has consented to gift his talents to the government group. 


station. No effort will be made for popularity rating of programs accord- 


| ing to circulars. Main fight is against indecency in programs, ‘reflecting 
| Hollywood morals which had to be censored in pictures,’ according to 
| membership application. 





WJSV, CBS’ Washington m. & o. outlet, has pulled a ‘me too’ in its 
. twice’ What the station did 
was to borrow the statements made in a piece turned out by the network 
recently, reprint them on one side of the folder and on the opposite page 
repeat each of the statements but with WJSV’s call letters substituted for 
Columbia. WJSV’s side of the story is that in 1937 it carried the greatest 
dollar volume of any Washington station, was the choice of more of the 
country’s leading advertisers than any other local station and continued as 
Washington's largest station. A page is also devoted to telling about 
WJSV’s being responsible for the creation of Professor Quizz. 





More than 1,600 dailies and farm sheets in U. S. and Canada have con- 
tracted to use ‘Advertising Advertising’ series prepared and offered gratis 
by N. W. Ayer agency. Series consists of 52 ads, one for each week of 
the year. It contains no references to Ayer firm, but is designed to pro- 
mote better public understanding of advertising and to encourage purchase 
of advertised goods. Much of the copy, which deals with service rendered 
consumers by advertising, is seasonal. 

Series was started back in 1919 by W. M. Armistead, v.p. of Ayer, and 
has been provided annually ever since. 





Few contemporary classical organists can match the manifold musical 
activities of Dr. Charles Courboin. Besides being a concert, church and 


| radio organist, he plays at important weddings, social functions, dedications, 


In all 
he has built 143 organs and is currently engaged on another. He is pres- 
ently in his third year as a Sunday morning organist for the Mutual Broad- 
casting System. 





Hubbell Robinson of Young & Rubicam agency has the lead article in the 
It’s heap big ballyhoo for Y. & R.’s Jello 
account and Jack Benny, but Robinson got paid for it. 

Jack Benny is kidding Tom Harrington of Young & Rubicam because it 
was averred in the Scribner's article that the Jello program wanted jokes 
Some mystery as to how that idea crept into 
Not in the original. 





Transmitter equipment atop the Empire State building, N.Y., is being 
dismantled, with television programs from that point of origin discontinued 
| temporarily. This is being done so that new gadgets and latest television 
| improvements may be installed. Principal televized programs for New 
| York area for Radio Corp. go out on the Empire transmitter. Probably 


Now the | Mackey. Comes here after work at | Some, on both stations for the past 10 | wit) not be in working order until April 1, 
FCC holds up announcements and |WGRC, Louisville; WEW, St. Louis,| months, took departure Saturday | 
orders until mimeographs can crank | and WDAS, Philadelphia. 





| 


Magnetic recording on the steel tape principle best known in England 
| is the basis of a ‘voice mirror’ gadget offered to radio producers by a new 
|outfit called Audio-Arts. S. K. Wolf, formerly of ERPI, and Dr. S. J. 
| Begun, a German physicist, are partnered in the company. 
| Radio trade was invited in to test the gadget as the firm opened for bis 
last week. 

Buddy Cantor, on WMCA, N. Y., as a Hollywood gossip-gurgler, is also 
two other fellows. Uses the label of Powell Clark when dishing Hollywood 
chit-chat on the daily General Mills’ program. And ts Allen Stewart when 
announcing other programs. Uses his pair of alter egos on the ozone 
| with more frequency than his real tag. 





Radio Division of Federal Theatre Project will broadcast a series titled 
‘Command Performance’ based on a selection of 13 ‘best’ plays. Stated 
that Burgess Meredith and Lillian Gish have agreed to appear as guest- 
actors for the broadcasts. 

Larry Nixon of Station WNEW, N. Y., got a press agent’s-dream-come- 
true break when Pic Magazine carried six pages of photographs on the 
station's all night program conducted by Stan Shaw. 








John S. Hayes, now with Mutual, formerly with WIP, Philadelphia, fe 
' author with Horace J. Gardner of Lippincott (which house is publishing) vf 
| a radio gate-crasher’s guide entitled ‘Both Sides of the Microphone.’ 





WPA radio project is approaching legit names to do cuffo single-shots 
As yet, only Burgess 











WHO—ME? 


Musician Is the Winnah in Sports 
Announcer Contest 


Harris & Steele, Inc. 


Present 


JOHN 








Cleveland, March 15. 
When Jack Graney asked front- 


+ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


everybody on staff audition for the 


job instead of being arbitrary about on the 

ie | Chase & Sanborn Hour 
' Dozen of the regular announcers | 

/competed, but none of them qualified. NBC Red Network 


| Guy picked for having the best base- | 

| ball-broadcasting voice turned out to 
be ‘Pinky’ Hunter, singing orchestra 
leader and station’s assistant musical 
director. | 


Sundays, 8-9 P.M. E.S.T. 





_ HELEN STEELE 
oe CARTER’S 


Gillin to Testify 

Omaha, Mar. 15. | 

John Gillin, WOW commercial 

manager, goes to Washington March 

17 for hearing before the FCC on! 

;}an application for a new 100-watter 

in Omaha. New station is sought by 

Claver and Belzer, couple of local 
attorneys. 

City has been without small local 


ONLY TEACHER 
| OR RH NRE te an oS 


Exelusive Management of 


HARRIS & STEELE, INC. 


R.K.O. Bldg., Radio City 
Circle 7-3715 


broadcaster since folding of KICK 
| here three years ago. 
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Some Representative 
Agencies Among 
the 96% 


Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert, Inc. 


Lord & Thomas, Inc. 

J. Walter Thompson Co, 
McCann-Erickson, Inc. 
Hutchins Advertising 

J. Sterling Getchell, Inc, 
Knox Reeves Adv., Inc, 
Arthur Kudner, Inc. 
Maxon, Inc. 

Hays MacFarland & Co, 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc. 
Wade Advertising 
Newell-Emmett Co., Inc. 


Roche, Williams & Cun- 
nyngham, Inc. 


Morse International, Inc, 
Marschalk & Pratt, Inc. 
MacManus, John & Adams, 
Inc, 
Kenyon & Eckhardt, Inc. 
The Wessel Co. 
Hammer Advertising Co, 
J. M. Mathes, Inc. 
McKee, Albright & Ivey 
Badger & Browning 
Neff-Rogow, Inc. 
Thomas A. La Brum 
Stockton, West, Burkehart, 
Inc. 
Schwimmer & Scott 
Long Advertising Service 
Reinecke-Ellis- Young- 
green & Finn, Inc, 
Al Paul Lefton Co. 
N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc. 
BBD & O 
Benton & Bowles, Inc. 
Campbell-Ewald Co. 
Lennen & Mitchell, Inc. 
Gardner Advertising Co, 
E. W. Hellwig Co. 
Donahue & Coe, Inc, 
Sherman K. Ellis 
Neisser-Meverhoff, Inc. 
Key Advertising Co. 
William Esty & Co., Inc. 
Charles Daniel Frey Co. 
Leo Burnett Co., Inc. 
H. W. Kastor & Sons 
Publicity Associates 
Joseph Katz Co. 
Lustig Adv. Agency 
Vickers & Benson, Ltd. 
Brooke, Smith & French 
Leeford Agency, Inc. 
Northwest Radio Adver- 
tising Co., Inc, 
Vanderbie & Rubens 
Simons-Michelson Co, 
Walker & Downing 
Lawrence Fertig & Co. 


Morris, Schenker & Koth,} 
Inc. : 


Potts Turnbull Ady. Co. 
Leighton & Nelson 

Lou Sterling & Assoc. 
Peck Advertising Agency 
Tomaschke-Elliot, Inc. 
Buchannan & Co., Inc. 
Nelson-Gilliam Assoc. 
Young & Rubicam, Inc, 
Compton Advertising 
Stack-Goble Advertising 
Erwin, Wasey & Co. 

F. Wallis Armstrong Co, 
Pedlar & Ryan, Inc. 
Federal Adv. Agency 
Cecil Warwick & Legler 
The Biow Co., Inc. 
Hutchinson Advertising 
Fuller & Smith & Ross 


Henri-Hurst & McDonald, 
Inc. 


Geyer, Cornell & Newell 


Botsford, Constantine & 
Gardner 


Mitchell-Faust Adv. Co, 
Brown & Tarcher, Inc. 

Stevenson & Scott, Ltd. 
Lawrence C. Gumbinner 


Baggaley, Horton & Hoyt, 
Inc, 


Beaumont & Hohman 
Ralph H. Jones Co. 
Bermingham, Castleman 
& Pierce, Inc. 

Hughes, Wolff & Co. 
Charles Dallas Reach Co. 
Cockfield, Brown & Co. 
Cramer-Krasselt Co. 
McJunkin Advertising 
Dan B. Miner Co. 
Gotham Advertising Co. 
Brace Beemer, Inc. 
Tracy-Locke-Dawson 

t Fitzgerata Advertising 
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V A RIETY 


year network and “spot) each “kaugkt © 
at least one copy of the VARIETY | 
RADIO. ‘DIRECTORY. | 


Some purchased as many as 15 copies! 
_And ol Gan toga ¢st-arores oh! a 


Volume II of the VARIETY RADIO 
DIRECTORY will be published in May. 


Again it will be edited with the thought 

in mind that it is an encyclopedia 
whose usefulness, it is hoped, will be 
self-evident. 


ht wil ‘agin sell at $5 the copy. 


> ates at a d vecsonable rate space to those 
advertisers. who want their sales mes- 
“sages to ‘reach the men who pilot the 
industry. 


Rates ond full information may be ob- 


at you nearest VARIETY office. 


NEW YORK 
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54 w. Randolph Se Lee 
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Follow-Up 


Lou Holtz sravitated between 
gil ty local (Bronx) gags and the 
role of sideline interpreter for what 
was described as a Chinese romantic 
drama in the second installment (14) 
xf his Monday night co-operative 
yrewers’ show on Columbia. Holtz 


show had changed writers since the 
introductory program, but it doesn’! 
seem to have helped much. 

Besides material there was another 
weakness evident This had to do 
with the matter of good judgment 
] ‘ners have become accustomed to 
} > ne comic . “died fror 
OLR : } t 

i ely ») rea t 

’ iD ame Cot 

) ip b vith belittling 
ata Ol rogram. Tha 
al lappened | one passage ve 
: Holt ind Kay Thompso 
Hol till a longs »y from fi } 
f ) 1 { LO! 

Dick Himber churned up hea} yf 
tast musi¢ Miss Thompson did 
smartly by her vocal interludes, and 
Ted Husing made his sports predic- 
tions sound interesting. Holtz has 
a capable feed in Dan Seymour, but 


it is apparent that he and his new 

ters, Al Lewis and Hank Garson, 

have vet to discover how to blend 

these voice personalities happils 

the new production crew 

jidn’t start until the Saturday be- 
t Monday night ‘cast 


{ 
Meredith Willson played the 
‘Thoughts While Strolling’ move- 


ment from his ‘O. O. McIntyre Suite’ 
last Thursday night (10) on the Good 
I program over WEAF-NBC for 
Maxwell House. Composition, or at 
least that portion of it, is of a ‘de- 
scriptive’ nature. Opened with 
regular rhythmic beat by the basses 
and rhythm section, against the 
melody by the strings, etc., with the 


Comment 


Aute featured. Doubilessly that rep- 
resented footsteps of the stroller. 
With that theme planted, the piece 
then went on to the ‘thoughts’ part 
of the theme. 

Offering was dedicated to Wilson’s 
friend, the late columnist. 





Gertrude Niesen guested on the 
Radie Harris program over WOR, 
N. Y., at 6:45 p.m. last Thursday. 
Singer went through the customary 
I wound up 
) 


Sir 
it routine, then 
‘Romance in the Dark, 
‘te with Sam Coslow 


} erview 


y warblin 


ong 


Numbe the themer for Para- 

oun ! ng Gladys Swarth- 

mut pi Ix i1ined in the interview 

rat ti nD ce wa riginally called 

Right N« " bought by Par 

ifter t nger first presented it 
I 

[ Nieser I ng was the 

r though the numbe! 

fi onlv 1 opportunity for her 

ultry style Trifle too much fool- 

the terview portion of the 


show. which made the session sound 
carelessly prepared and performed. 
As always. however, Miss Harris 
contrived to unearth some exclusive 
news in the interview. 


Beb Hope 
Wednesday night (9) on the Holly- 


wood Parade for Lucky Strike 
Seriptet had steamed up a con- 
entrated lineup of gags and the 
comedian ing the bell on every 
one Whole stint was in his Cus- 


tomary style -f gagging, jokes gen- 
erally being twists on standards and 
usually running to exaggerated 
nieces of tomfoolerv o. 
to apparently innocuous state- 
Got off one pur so atrocious 
laugh 


tag 
ments 
it was good fo 


‘Mr. Keen, Tracer of Lost Persens’ | 



















* Local merchants know... 
and that’s why department, 
jewelry, furniture and men’s 
and women’s stores all 
spend more of their radio 
money with KLZ than with 
any other station. 





’! Ansell 


scored a solid click last | 


unexpected | 


RADIO REVIEWS 


| (Bisodol), serial, on night caught was | 
the ‘Girl With the Beautiful Eyes,’ | 
|a mild little tale concerning a young | 
|woman who lammed on her fiance | 
iwhen she went blind. Services Ot | 
| Mr. Keen are entisted and he finds ; 
her hiding in a small town and re- 

| unites the couple. 

| Dramatizations pretty punchless, 

| containing little that might arouse a 

‘fireside after-dinner listener from 

the evening newspaper. Stories are 

ithe type that can be read in any 

'daily. Commercials are neatly han- 

| dled, not intruding too heavily on 

ithe shor* time. 


Lillian T. Mewrer, wife of Fdgar 
Mowrer, the Chicago Daily 
News’ chief European byliner, and 


] 


herself an author, gave giimpsés into 
e life the wife of a foreign co 
sspondent. on a transatlantic from 
Paris over CBS Mr Mowre! an 
English woman, displayed a keen 
intelligen “ - a ense of humor, an 


adventurous spirit, a clear delivery 


(in which a British accent mixed 
vith American phraseology), and 
éxcellent literary style Her script 
was well written and read 


Gloria Swansen, bolstered by some 
streamlined patter and quips, con- 
tributed heavily to the Eddie Canto1 
show for Texaco. Miss Swanson 
crossfired with Cantor’s stooge, the | 
‘Mad Russian’ but love-making | 
episodes were stretched too long. In-| 
troduction of La Swanson to Deanna 
Durbin brought old and young star | 
together, with osculatory farewell to 
youngster that wa » tear-jerker. 

Miss Swanson has benefitted by 
other recent radio appearances be- 

| cause she exuded considerably more 
| charm and poise. Cantor's presence | 
| doubtlessly assisted. 


| Composer Sholom Secunda of ‘Bei 
| Mir Bist Du Schoen’ introduced late | 


on program as having taught Bobby | 
| Breen to sing his pet number when 
he was only four years old. Pro- 
vided an excuse for Breen to vocal 
| song in the original Yiddish 
| but lukewarm after what has pre- 
ceded it in show. 


Rush Hughes, commentator for 


| ers indicate they wish him to include 
such snaps), Lum and Abner being 
the persons photoed. Hughes’ shot 
revealed little if anything about the 
Arkansas pair which network and 
fan magazine writers had not told. 
| Would seem that if Hughes intended 
| to make broadcasting chatter a regu- 
| lar feature of his quarter-hour, more 
| digging for inside stuff would be in 
order. 

| Perhaps San Francisco, where 
broadcasts originate, is not the best 
point to obtain candids on air names. 
As a matter of fact, Hughes’ story 
about Luther Burbank’s cultivation 
of the first tasty American potatoes 
was a far sharper, more illuminat- 
ing piece of narration than that on 
Lum and Abner. 


Hughes does not seem quite as 
breathless now as was the case when 
he started the present series, but he 
still shows definite signs of imper- 
fect breath control. He swallows 
rather frequently and sounds slightly 
winded. A lower pitch to voice and 
greater lung power should be his 
goals. 


| 





Carmel Myers’ conversational 
song dramatization occupied about 
five minutes at tag-end of Rudy Val- 
lee’s session. Articulation 


conventionally incidental. Miss 
Myers employed ‘Thanks for the 
Memory’ as background for brief sob 
story. An okay novelty one-timer. 
Colorado Hill Billy band went 
over solidly with 
and _ imitations 





Thomas Mitchell 


hokey 
fairish snapper. 


high degree of smoothness. 
was clicko, too. 


ing ‘Ti-Pi-tin,” crediting 


up to Heidt’s forecast. 





Chesterfield’s Paul 
show Friday nights is 





Crosby formula, but not as good 
and scripting fault than 


apie 


|In Sylvia Sidney last 
Chesterfield show finally had some 


Okay | 
let al. are all 
| recording and radio dates. 


Borden’s on an NBC afternoon spot, | 
gave the first closeup of what will | 
be a series on radio stars (if iisten- | 


offered | 
punch with actual warbling merely | 


instrumentations 


doing a repeat, was teamed with 
Eric Linden in ‘Begin at the End,’ 
suicide-stopping skit with 


Tommy Riggs bit was very good. 
This voice performer is reaching a| day (13) over CBS by rattling off a 
Material | generous and 


Vallee inserted gesture in present- | 4€ 
Horace | billing virtuoso. 
Heidt with having brought it out and | autographed 
that the tune looked likely to live| Rubinstein, coach of his childhood, 








—_— 


Echoes on the Upbeat 


Andre Kostelanetz has been 
making a variety of experi- 
ments with radio music effects 
based on a theory of sounding 
a chord into a dead mike and 
then quickly opening up the 
mike and ‘catching the echo 
on the upbeat.’ Vibrations of 
the tone, without the tone itself, 
gives unusual radio effects when 
brought in this way. It permits 


the sounding of brass notes 
which, in themselves, would 


blast the radio. Mostly this 
stunt has been used to start a 
une 

Whole technique is musically 
a matter of split-second timing, 
but also a 
mixing from the monitoring 
panel Engineer Bill Shearer 
who has been with Kostelanetz 
for years and reads music (but 
isn’t a musician), has been the 
mechanical collaborator in the 
stunts while George Zechary 
and Gene Hight, CBS produc- 
tioneers, also have been helping 
find out what can be done in 
this direction. 


super-problem in 











body with more marquee value than 
in the past, but the presentation was 
a dud. Week previously, with Margo 
and Francis Lederer as guesters, the 
names weren’t as big, but the pre- 
sentation was better. 

It's trade-reported that after this 
series expires Whiteman-Chesterfield 
will go swingo completely. in the 
sponsur’s move to woo the juve ear. 
There again it will have to be a mat- 
ter of proper presentation, although 


fany showman knowing of White-| 


man’s antecedents can readily per- 
ceive that the dean of jazz could 
very well attract the tops in swing- 
ology, since the Dorseys, Goodman, 
Whiteman alumni, 
either with the main band or on 


Present Chesterfield show  dis- 
plays the maestro favorably as an 
m.c. and informal chatterer, han- 
dling the lines better than is their 
basic merit. Oliver Wakefield’s stut- 
tering style of comedy somehow 
never quite clicks. Paul Douglas in- 
sinuates those commercials’ well 
enough, but the total pattern is 
rather No. 2 company. 


Sam Taub, as befits the fisticuff 
occasions, works the listener-in up to 
the proper fever pitch as he breath- 


|lessly unreels the blow-by-blow de- 


scriptions of the fights With the 


| Baer-Farr event Taub was in agree- 


|ment with subsequent reports in 
| properly giving a word picture of 
the neated battle in Madison Square 
Garden Friday. Bill Stern handles 
the incidental chatter with his usual 
dispatch and also gets in the proper 
| amount of plugging for Adam Hats, 
the sponsor, 


-_ 





dale enacted their real life roles of 
man and wife in a skit for Chase & 
| Sanborn Sunday (6). Aided by Don 
|; Ameche as an amorous swain of Miss 
| Teasdale, the Menjous were entirely 
| 


within their scope. Play, which had | 


|for its theme a suggestion of Miss 
| Teasdale’s infidelity to her play- 
| wright husband, was amusing 
enough, but wasn’t commensurate 
with their talents. 

| Voices of Miss Teasdale and Men- 
| jou came over clearly, and the pro- 
gram indicated considerable prepa- 
ration. 


The Menjous got in a few licks! 
with Edgar Bergen’s Charlie McCar- | 


thy, and the crossfire of gags was 
good, 





Josef Hoffman, 50 years a concert 
| pianist and 50 times soloist with the 
|N. Y. Philharmonic, celebrated Sun- 


luscious 
Chopin. It was a true and glowing 
demonstration of his right to the 
For a tribute an 
manuscript of Anton 


| was presented to the pianist by John 
| Barbirolli on behalf of the Philhar- 
monic and CBS. Presentation pre- 


Whiteman) ceded intermission. 
something 
of a half-hour version of the Bing) way was a thesis on the value of the 
c -| intermission itself, its part in sym- | 
It's seemingly more a_ production; phonic program-building and so on. 
any-| Expanding this in some detail Tay- 
j thing else, because the ingredients! jor lectured, in reality, on ‘showman- 


|are there, although sometimes the! 


Deems Taylor’s spiel at the half- 


jship in the concert hall” Word 


saluted Barbirollj 


| program-builder. 


| it as it should be in radio 
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Presumably the 
connotations of showmanship in such 
circles might inferentially suggest a 
lack of musicianship. So the word 
is not used. Notwithstanding it was 
a concise and clear statement of how 
to keep from boring or tiring a sym- 
phony audience and where and 


| when to slip in novelties, long ones, 
| short ones, gay ones or Deems Tay- 
| lor himself, 


Celumbia allocated the 8 to 8:30 
stretch Sunday night (13) to picking 
up a resume of latest news bulletins 
and opinion on the Hitler invasion 


| of Austria. Some of it was decidedly 
| enlightening, while the speakers air- 


ing from Berlin and Vienna proved 
sharp studies in contrast, or how 
nothing but the good and the just 
prevails where the dictator contro] 
the outlet of communication 

Ellen C. Wilkenson, Labor mem 
ber of parliament, contributed from 
London a description of an anti-Nazi 
demonstration that had taken place 
earlier in the day and an explanation 
of the British political complexities 
that make it hard for outsiders 
understand Britain’s behavior under 
the recent crises. Edgar A. Mowret1 
head of the Chicago Daily New :’ 
Paris Bureau, expatiated on local re- 
actions interestingly. 

What came from Pierre J. 
International News Service corre- 
spondent in Berlin, sounded like 
something that had come fresh out of 


to 


Huss, 


the Nazi Propaganda Bureau, while 


Edward R. Murrow, CBS’ European 
director, who had just arrived in 
Vienna, limited himself to disclosing 
that there was an air of expecta: cy 
about the city and that a tremendous 
reception was being prepared for the 
advent of Hitler 

From Washington came a_pro- 
isolationist plea by Sen. D. Schwal- 
lenbach. Senator said that he was 
against a big navy and held that the 
European situation proved the futil- 
ity of wal 

Due to the 
on Toscanini’s sustaining s\ mphs on 
NBC, the Philadelphia Orchestra’s 
commercial on NBC-blue (Monday’s, 
9-10 p. m.) for Group of Banks has 
perhaps not received its due share 
of attention. With Stokowski 
abroad, Eugene Ormandy is brand- 
ishing the baton for the broadcasts 
which emanate from the orch’s hoary 
haunt, Academy of Music in Quaker- 
town. 

On recent (14) program the selee- 
tions were known items, which made 


tremendous publicity 


Top mo- 
ment was the windup for the orch, 
which rassled Tchaikowsky’s ‘Waltz 
of the Flowers,’ from composer's 
‘Nutcracker Suite,’ into submission. 
Runnersup was the ballet music from 
‘Carmen.’ 

Guesting (for the ninth time) was 
Lucy Monroe, who soprano’ed five 
selections in very good voice, aided 
by understanding orchestral backing, 
Best bit was the ‘Mimi’ aria from 
Puccini's ‘La Boheme’: on its heels 
for effectiveness was the waltz from 
the first act of Gounod’s ‘Romeo and 
Juliet.’ 

Dr. Neils 


Crothers’ spieling on 


| economics, dealing with a phase of 


| 


| 


| Whiteman guesters are No. 2 people. | showmanship, of course, was never | 
Friday the) mentioned. He 
not as a showman but as a master 


; | financiz ‘ rasn’ é ; 
Adelphe Menjew and Verree Teas- | nancial inflation, wasn’t bad, not 


was the institutional copy in New 
York area for the Chase National 
Bank. Talkers on this program have 
from time to time expressed a com- 
plete and critical lack of sympathy 
with the Administration. 


Henry L. Jackson, fashion editor 
of Esquire, in a guester on Energine 
News Reel over NBC, declared that 

|‘American men do not give a hang 
|as to what Hollywood stars (male) 
wear.’ Also that the picture colony’s 
influence on men’s fashions is nil 
‘outside of the West Coast.’ Jack- 
}son named New York, Long Island 
and Palm Beach as the U. S. spots in 
which he studied the fashion trends 
| for men, with Nassau and Bermuda 
| as other style centers, on this side of 
| the ocean. He spends six months of 
the year in England, which is ‘way 
ahead’ of other countries in men’s 
|styles, and which exerts a marked in- 


| 


| fluence on what the trousered sex 


| 


sample of} wears over here. 
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ON THE NSC RED NETWORK 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
B EDWARD PETRY & CO. 








Affiliated with Loew's 
Theatres and the Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer Studios 
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DEL SHARBUTT | TIM AND IRENE, GEORGE OLSEN | idea was good But the lampoon * : bad 
™M.C. Orch n't as bad as their attempt at it: 
COCA-COLA With Graham McNamee, Golden | ‘Who's the fairest in the land. magic rl ons é irs as é 0 merican 
WABC-CBS, N. Y. Gate Quartet, Uncle Happy, Fredda | mirror?’ ‘Garbo’s the faire in the 
(D’Arcy) Gibson land, and I'm Stokowskj with it.’ Ar 
Del Sharbutt, with the departure of | Variety othe gen I'm not afraid of the a 3 3 » 
Frank Crumit as m.c. on Coca-Cola's | 30 Mins, wolve I've beer H y ° | 
‘Song Shop’ has taken over that as-| ROYAL CROWN COLA Nehi G ( G Q et de ree peec 3 S ul e a ove y 
signment as well as his former blurb | Friday, 9 p.m. as ‘spiritual swinge . 1 ef . 
duties. Announcer-turned-pacer has | WJZ-NBC, New York fect is no erratum since the Fe a eee 
a bright and gay manner that escapes (James A. Greene) spirituals are really rhythmic gospel ‘CONTINENTAL SWING’ 
indulging in the bubbling §usn that For the premiere of Royal Crown hants. They do one number, bu With Herbert dholtees pee Londo M 4 
bespeakes a phoney (and usually an- Cola’s new half-hour variety sh doesnt mean much, being an inter- (k ‘renc Meecha. ' ono hi " ? 
as gph Sol mami -O1€ ait-noul ariety 1O'* at} 4) in French, German, English) Second contribution to B.B« 
noying) ebullence, | Fridays at 9 p.m., the sponsor took | lude rather than a highlight 15 Mins.—Local ‘ - : t 
On the soft-drink's session (11), On spotlight ads in the dailies giving McNamee’s selling concentrates on! Systainine erie America Speal wht 
which Sharbutt made debut as m.C.,| billing te Bud Pearson and Les White | two full glasses of Cola for 5c,’ anc Sunday 9:15 Pp. m paver mere. whe voice of tesrnn 
the all-musi¢ eleme nts Ol , the PrO- | as the authors. That probably es- | on tne Royal (¢ own Cola $2,000 WBNX, New York Frank, chairman of the Policy Con 
gram were nic ely varied, Ly ri€ | tablished some sort of a radio prece- weekly prizes for 25 weeks ($50,000 Best known and larg¢ metropoli- | mittee of the National Republican 
soprano Nadine ( onner did heavy.| dent in a business heretofore com- {in all), which is a sl n contest, tan pre e7 ter " of foreign ua e |Party, attempting to explain 
and good, duty, solo ing twice. plus| mitted in general to behind-the- | Plu ottle toy yrogram new novel . Oet wh the Roo evelt adminict oO} 
dueting Victon Herbert's ‘Moon-| scenes anonymity. It also established This a G peve ‘ pechgeny sen play p aoe ae YT : 
beams’ with baritone Reed Kennedy. | an eve more glaring highlight due | (N¢ ), ne re =n 7 tia — mi ; 
Latte for n chief contributicn to the fact t e ; fa t i } a , tic W pee ; , ; , fr if predece I I 
boomed another! Herbert 1ece, ith As qa comed r) e tes rr if t € , H ; ‘ , I I nh I ¢ 
‘Neath the Southern Mos Pe : { , A, ‘ é I the ] r : B ) e it 1 t of 
I rhythm warbler Alice Cornett Variet yatte ; hex Coca-Ce ! ( pe é 2 ove , , ' , ‘ electioneerir yet W é 
held front-mike spot for ‘Sunday in| and, despite a casual recourse ‘ p. CBS 1 be if its speci: f | dwell ore on theors 
Park,’ which was production-effected | The mM R { race vou- B’ wav laved Ce ) ‘ an ‘ 
f< a healthy score Ken Ch ty want-to-know with all the dialectic 1 with Ie n 1 
34-voiced mixed choir has its inning | jnus 1t ge done by Bert | EDITOR’S DAUGHTER’ ; , 
with ‘In Little Span [% } ¢ Gordon) plu the fact that the With Joan Banks, Parker Fennelly, Octt > ; t ts tate hich 
Haenschen’s orchestra went formula of Irene wen $ 4 ’ House Jameson, Alan Bunce, ight.forv Icke I 
rathe stiffly on Ray Scott ‘Twlight | George Olsen and announcer G am Craig MeDonnell. Effie Palmer, ie ‘ Be ene can ¢ , f P 
in Turkey’; more in its element es- McNamee might be construed by Wilfred Lytell, Agnes Young, Alice peake ire to be 1 ( } both 
saying the dulcet ‘Sweet Madness,” 0n | some as reminding of the Mary Liv- Reinhart SUNDAY MORNING SWING Democrat ind=- Republi ure 
which some nifty and elaborate pas- | jngstone-Phil Harris routine. it’s by 15 Mins. CONCERT ' 't) ; = bh] 
gage arrangements were executed no means funny. Pranscription ; Jimmy Dersey, Ray McKinley, June P er = , , 
Windup had the cast getting in Material is basically at fault. The KROGER'S | BREAD Richards, Merle Pitt, © uncey pean rit the Bri — 
licks on a series of ‘Dream’ songs components are tandard Olsen’: Mon. te Fri., ee Moorchouse nale esson that de c fon 
Miss Cornett lead off with ‘Keep You | music is good: in fact. from the trade WBBM, Chicago Band, Songs , erie ho n eal Is 
in My Dream Kennedy basso’d | aspect, it’s indubitably the best radio (Ralph H. Jones) | 60 Mins.—Local e entertainment ' een 
Bartlett's ‘A Dream’; chorus, ‘Dream | band Olsen ever had. This is ac- Plenty of commercial, and com- | O°CEDAR PRODUCTS ored « ( 
Walking’: Miss Conner, ‘Built Dream | counted fo by the fa th: s | pletely intell Die That's out all | Sun., 11 a. m ‘ ] 
One Day.’ Fo fade-off all I< red I rs ( 4 1 l¢ Orville € pol I \ ll get out of tl I WNEW, New York m F¢ 
*See You My Dre ° Knap D altnousg ubsequent Pral Phe sne tseil may re (J RD i ; ; 
Coca-Cola credit have alwavs ly a couple went with Le te oni The only qaiinculty nat T ~ eve : ; 
been good keeping and remain} Noble. who staried } own outfit. | few people will be able to make it ! try, ple of ‘ \ : eens on poets 
even less noticeable now that no| McNamee s McNamet ‘ a les | oul An unbelievably ad case of ee} WNI W ‘ emphatically more ‘ trove ] 
strange voice mouths them, but the peddle: Tim (Rvan) and_ Irene | misplaced acting airection and | ,; e hottest id ; than an peak« } eve cele 
m.c. merely slides them in Bert. (Noblette) are standard comedy pur- | platt I Wobbly production | nackage of ‘ ‘ brated. could hope to 
veyors; i.e., he’s the brash wisecracl that had the program caught mean New Yor ‘ PF en speaking { , end 
‘YOU, THE UNSEEN JURY’ jer, she the slightly silly, semi-dun CESS HSnine ses), wae Gee OM filiated with NB( Cc t talkers it ' I , 
15 Mins.—Local belle comediene If their material formers mouthing their line brutal- Show ed be e ; ‘ ex : se . ‘ : . : : : uae 
MORRIS PLAN BANK were sturdy they'd show up stron: ly in what is suppo ed to be semi- | invited audience n the Criter raylo the | 5. ot 
Tuesday, 7:30 p. m. as is. it's a bog-down. Their routine | country twang Especially unintel-| Broadway film hous All that ‘on (8) and John L. Lewis ¢ vail 
WEAF, New York is as it was on WOR-Mutual. ligible was Parker Fennelly as the | wnew has to do is keep the pri vor (15) 
(Gotham) Then there is Fredda Gibson who, | €@!tor. Rest of the periormance: sram n the ° nity of Sc “ saeeunienaemiiiibend ia ee 
This program is exceptionally com- | when she started with Dick Himber, without thie dei Phe entire impres- | gay’ undard and it wi wot O1 nation between hearings from the 
pact and should have liitle difficulty | had a good radio billing idea—the |*'0n } that of a slap-dash, get-it- | have the swing addicts clamoring by D ey troupe. Dorsey brought along 
getting its share, and more, of the | Gibson Girl. If th how should | 0ver-with production, . the thousands for ticket if adn not only his entire instrumental set 
Tuesday listeners at 7:30 p. m. It click after it’s re-edited, she may yet Writing of ( harles Burton SCfMS | cian, but account for one of the mo p, currently stationed at the Hotel 
swiftly-paced and tightly written | capitalize on it okay, but nobody else eemed to | talked-of spots on local program |New Yorker, but his two vocalists, 
throughout. Director is Chester Mil- As for ‘Uncle Happy,’ he’s appar- | €@'© what happened to the script. | schedules Ray McKinley and June Richman 
Jer, long with Judson Writer is | ently the scripters’ creation—a droll, Story a8 strictly home-folksy, with Despite the hour of the day, evervy- It was torrid going throughout the 
Harold Warrick, who does the Ave | doleful alleged comedian given to|# Country paper, yes rhe Sentinel, | pody on the show put plenty of fire | 60 minutes, excepting those periods 
Maria programs. wacky puns The wisecracks are striv -_- for right and just = yon in their variations and interpret the announcer took ove! to tl 1OM 
Crucial situation of a court trial, | brutal sometimes: viz., ‘flash in the town, “5s inst the ehreavened = coMm- tior of modern rhythms, wit the ie O’Cedar products have freed the 
siripped to sheer dramatic essen- | pan’—lightning struck in the face, | Petition of = i — powerful (but hottest sock of them all coming to susewife from drudge Whole 
tials, stands forth for its ability to | ‘cross currents’—angry breezes He, | ot scrupulous) interest Gold ward the close of the hour when a hing was deftly laid out and piloted, 
get and hold listeners. Narrative | too, was with Tim and Irene on " ; \few of Jimmy Dorsey bo cut | Only fault that the listeners might 
uses minimum of strokes and voices WOR. ; William Stafford Carsen. control loose with a jam session, have found with the program was 
for maximum impact. An excellent Tim and Irene’s comedy piece de; ; : He Chauncey Moorehouse and his 14. that there wasn’t enough of the Dor- 
Jocal entertainment well suited to | resistance is a Ja the now standard | @!" transmitter man at WBAL, Bal- Magooma, or aborigine, drums, aug- ey unit and the note-burning larynx 
serve the advertising purposes of |idea of burlesking something or | Umore, to % job on the engineering | mented the guestee list. while Merle | of June Richman in the first half of 
the co-maker establishment. Land. other. In selecting ‘Snow White.’ the taff of WRC-WMAL, Washington. Pitt batoned WNEW’s hou comb he show Odec. 








APPLAUSE! 


Rew York advertisers seem to 
like the convenience of the new 
Rew Vork office of WAU in the 
(BS Building, 485 Madison Avenue. 


To 


faciitiate conioci a direct teie- 


phone wire to WCAU Philadelphia 
headquarters is available free to oll 
New York advertisers and agencies. 
Simply call Wickersham 72-2000. 
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120 HILLBILLIES CLASH | 
FOR BLOW-JIG HONORS 


ouisville, March 15 | 
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Seventh pene Radio Stars 
boree and Fiddlers’ Contest, By het re ee 
moted by Larry Sunbrock, presicent California: Power boost and frequency shift for KDUY 
of the National Fiddlers’ Assn., Was 7.) 4 held ‘n it public interest’ because the > 
‘ . rAr rey ( Fes l ) i na urtail t s 
held at the Jefferson County Arm« Y | po d cha weuld intertiry wits Bee courte” © Paaes 
Sunday (3), with an alltenaance oO! ‘gan ‘te Hon Ae wn 1210 ke frequen eath 
7 OO yy KDO 1 le i ju »> to 250 watts nigh l . 
At the end of the matinee per- 3 th { ke ribbon, This uld cause ‘severe it ~ - 
stz >; wer nit f r to t trar r, within its norma 
formance, contestants were limited . = aa . rding to the a 
ek | n the fiddlers’ contest to Whitey | ° KLO ‘materia v » its 
s White, New Albany; Fiddling Red aa: 4 ; ie 
| Ne\ : j A 
: t t Louisville Natchee U I Ss i f KD : ; 
5 = Pate é New Mexico for | - ¥ 
; Ap Indian from Arizona, thé nm A ) ' e 
is ynal champion, and Clayton Mc- , ! e 
, y } I : : . 
: NI incumbent Kentuc nd N f 
2% . ’ 
5 yuith n ¢ npion fl idler rt . : : * " 
3 Lou piavea it off at t e ae nt ) 1 ( i } 1 7 
Ko } } y } { i e 
i ¥ to ine wit! Natchee pein > ¢ u of f 
- | the winne McMichen, ac- . 
y! is to pre-contest agreement . ¢ kv 
M4 is obliged to rry Natchee ‘piggy- : out ; , - — 
1 . . — 3 1 n ' 
3 by back’ out of the armory = Ohio: , - te fa ; 
: é Headlining the talent end of the : oss ; ‘ and 
> : , Y Rann an he ’ > . as f ro il ® 
d jamboree were Uncle Ezra and the ’ ’ programs 
: ‘ 7 ‘ ann ~ ) of t 1 et re 1 i tur “Tl 
: Hossier Hot Shots from WLS, and 2’) = - ‘ - Sasa Gar & aed 
: 120 hillbillies in all participated in ttn. ‘Seana ~ transmitt on 880 ke (designaied 
‘ 
, the show, coming from several sur- { ( 1 , al-Can in sha f 
. : ' at i 9 snu 1 be 1 RCO, O awa. Canada 
A rounding states. la } ; cas ee ca Ms bs 
© _ — ‘ 1 rT I 1 illoca n 1 ins t s 
4 f t of yr ona sta ms ) 
en 
Jack Haley may do a Broadway ntour at nigl 
a t I } f f ri 
% play when his radio show mutes. ! a il ald 
%: ( f ' Va 
; | ( y (sa I ] is 
ea 8 W BI I ) € n¢ shown 
| ) » fam 1 v 1 } T I ne¢ s of the i ] to be 
| se 1 ( nu h i y | H. Krause, re f dia 
la ’ of 1509 th 1k but o7 ition f the pr 
| t i sta i uld J WMBG Richmond \ WAD* 
| i tt i On ’ n T ] } § ‘ ! -} tr 1 i ers { ymin 1 
r >] 4 » found tha na i charac I f the service 
7 t ppl p « I le gs not disclosed 
S | S ‘ i 2 Lou reta i as e WRI 
ihe a ’ n above 
a Texas: New station for Houston, in the name of The Dr 
a William States Jacobs Broadcasting Co turned down because 
4 y of Houston ‘n has assigned to it an equitable stare 
i : of broadca fac s of the re mal classification and a 
rx aw ft nsm er ( I » ] v h 1kw would inieriere wiin 
ff lis ) n of 1 1 fa es 
. Further e, e Dr. Wm. States Jacobs Rroadcasting 
Ps Company is mers a trade nan adopted for the purposes 
’ of this app i n by Dr. Wm. States Jacobs, the true ap- 
m plicant,’ Commish ruled, Pointed out that Dr. Jacobs was 
ON a Presbyterian pastor, with an estimated net worth of more 
a a Py than $1,000,000, who wanted to give time to ‘labor disputes 
: } and other controversial questions’ and proposed to use an 
es er 1e hour a week for the expression of his own views on ‘agri- 
nee aliural, moral, 1 ious and social matters.’ 
tas CBS Network Attorneys for Dr. Jacobs were John Walsh and John 
i Fridays, 8:30-9:00 P.M., EST | Wattawa, 
of All Paul Whiteman 
==) Engagements Booked | New York: Columbia Broadcasting System, Ini New 
a | York, granted extension of existing authorit expiring March 
a EXCLUSIVELY | 1% to transmit programs to ¢ anadian stations CFRB and 
i i @KAC and to stations of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 
ae by by means of wire line fac ties furnished by the American 
aps . | Telephone and Telegraph Co 
Artists Management Virginia: Fredericksburg Broadcasting Corp., Fredericks- 
5 burg, application for new station to operate days on 1200 ke 
wilh 20) wat dismissed without prejudice, 
ae 
| - _ it 
} Washington: Michael J. Mingo, Tacoma, new siation to be 
29perated on 1400 ke with 250 watis, 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Illinsis: WSXBS and W9NAP, 
Chicago, boost power 
locally. 

Indiana: WGVA, 
tary assignment of 
Auken to Indiana Broadcasting Corp. 

Kansas: Capitol Broadcasting Co. 
tion to be operated on 
antenna day and night. 


National Broadcasting Co., 
irom 60 to 190 watts, move transmitters 


Indianapolis, volun- 
from Glenn Van 


Glenn Van Auken, 
construction permit 


Ine., Topeka, new sta- 
1120 ke with 1 kw, using directional 
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\ T nal Broadcasting ¢ p New York change 
frequen from 1130 to 1110 1 jump power from 1 to 9 Kw, 
chant: hours of eperation from days to unlimited (requests 
bP facilities of Ww BIL, New Yor and WIPG, Atlantic 
< ) : 

Texas: KRELD install new transmitter and dire 
t il ar nna to e use, boost power from 19 to 00 
k hange hours o ition froin snaring with KTHS, Hot 
Ss Arl to unlimited. 

Washington: MLA, Central Broad —_ Corp., Centralia- 
Chehali boost power from 500 watts to | 
EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 

} 
( tlifernia: New st on fer San se the nod 
w r Mel HH. Dal ! led " 
t ’ I f i A f San J 
: ’ a 1 117 © I 1 of the 
I i i i uld furn } 
2 I Dal y ruled T 1 
: } | \ } ‘ Mutunl oadea 1g 
ilsa uri i 3 f n fou 
\ I i i T 4 | f t ] i { iy eT 
f f I i is W is 
t HH broad 
’ x but . l F Lif 
f } t } su La ’ a 1 of p ed 
s I b 
i per plications for st ns at San 7 isco 
a i Oakland woul lim the prano i transm > its 1.15 
and millivolts per meter cont I rectiv and would 
licet limita : 2 nd 2 \ a | n contour 
to le 1. Fran »and Oakland ns Would cause no 
nable interferen h ver, Dalberg ruled 
Appl was represented by Ben 8. Fisher and John W. 
iN 1 
Florida T me power boost f n 100 to 0 watts should 
gran 1 WLAK, ITakelat iing to Examiner George 
I Hill Sta 1 ild € i 5 rimat Ss t i 
x Hill poi i i ilso ild 4 ie 
i i i ( t 1 - t T 
i 11 I pr iY q 

’ t t i f iv W > rf e 
V i x an sed f v 
g i \ 1ld involve a total « of $ ), in stalling 
n eau 

I { Lovett ap ured for WLAK 

Minnesota ] ’ renewal f KI » Duluth, s 11d b 

i the Red River Broad t he will pa 

its radinto in compliance with Con sh rules, Examiner 
Robert I Ir 1 decided in a review of the case Spankings 
Vv 1 have been han I ver ft S on fo isserited vio 
lation f the Commu utions Act should not be delivered, 
J 1 told the Commish. Doubts as to whether the transfer 
of ownershin of the station, from E. ¢ Meineke and five 
ott! holders to Charles and Dal 1 LeMasurier, was 
ina yrdance with F. C. C. regulations have been dissipated, | 
Irv 1 said, and operation of the station could be continued | 
without breaking the rules Did admit, however, that trans 
n ter ‘in the past has not been rated in accordan with | 
good engineering practice,’ but pointed out that fauliy ground 
avstem has been replaced with a sound one since inspection 
showed exposed wires and an unbalanced transmission line, | 

I’ailure of the outfit to paint its radiator in accordance | 
with Commish rules was explained because ‘a canvass of the | 
leading paint companies in Duluth failed to reveal the color 
mixture proper to obtain ‘international orange.’ Neither did | 
the district engineer of the U. 8S. Army in Duluth have a 
record of the color.’ | 

Station, which was KGFK before {t moved from Morehead 


to Duluth, was represented by 
1209 ke with 100 watts, days. 

North Carolina: Nighttime 
Point sn was rec 


Paul M. Segal. Operates on 
WMFR, 


ymmmish by Ex- 


operation of 


allie, ommended to the ¢ 


High | 


aminer Tyler Berry, Involving interests of WI.WA, lLynch- | 
burg, Va.: WETC, Kinston, N. € and WAIM, Anderson, | 
S. ¢ examiner decided that limitation of from the 2.5 to 
the 2.37 millivolt per meter contour would occur to the three 
stations through the proposed extension of service, but that 
thea operation of WMEFR at night would not impose any 
greater limitations on the transmitters than they are ali- 
ready suflering from oher stations, 

Station, which now operates on 1200 k« with 108 watts 


days, retained John W Guider, D M. Patrick, Karl A. Smith 
and Tester Cohen, 

Oregon: Establishment of a transmitter at Baker, to be 
operated on 1500 he with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, 
was recommended by Examiner Berry. Touis PB. Thornton, 
former Canadian Pacific railread man and a naturalized 


citizen of the U. S., would be furnishing a needed 
an isolated section peer no primary service is now available, 
communication facilities are limited and contact with 
outside world is neatiataie. Berry ruled. Construction of the 
proposed transmitter would cost less than $7,000 
be supervised by Donald 1. 


service to 


the | 


and would | 


Thornton, son of the applicant, 
who helped with construction of KGA, Spokane, and has 
dons considerable research work for KHQ, Spokane, Berry | 


pointed out, 
transmitters, 
Thornton was represented bv 
Wisconsin: humbs-down for 


No interference would be expected to existing 


Frank Stollenwerck. 


another station at Madison 


Nebraska: South Nebraska Broadcasting Co., Inc., Hast- was urged by Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg, mainly because 
tf ings, new station to ba operated on 920 ke with 1 kw nights, of excellent service already availoble from WIBA and WHA, 
fi ti BARNET > kw days, using directional antenna al! times. located in the same town, Applicant, Madison Broadcasting 
: - a New Jersey: WAWZ, Pillar of Fire, Zarephath, change Co., ig under contract with WIBU, Povnette. whose pro- 
it ee awing power from 509 watis nights, 1 kw days, to 1 kw all tities, grams originate at the Madison studios of the applicant 
; p ne ean n— * install directional antenna for night use; WPG, City of At- company, report showed, Assumed that the present em- 
> Brushin’ the Boy Off lantic City, Atlantic Cily, change frequency from 1100 to pioyees would be retained to voperate the proposed new 
; CBS SWING SESSION 1130 ke, change hours of operation from specified to un- Station 
ad Sat.. March 19th—7:30 P.M. limited, install new transmitter and directional antenna for Serious limitations te WGAR, Cleveland; KGCX, Wolf 
re % EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT day and night use (contingent on granting of WOV's ap- Point, and other stations would result from gra ia of the 
plieation for frequency change). application Dalberg declared, if the re juested 1450 ke, 250 
CON SOLIDATED | New York: Viiea WUTK, Ine Ttica, new station to be Watts. assignment were used 
RADIO ARTVSTS ‘Ne | mperated on 1420 k with 100 watts nights, 250 watis days; Applicant Was represented by Paul D. P. Spearman. 
- - 
| 
s more cracks at the Vermit-peddlers. |in the House Friday (11), the day 
e , ° ’ 8 
. woproweec Opposition to hasty procedure was | after the McFarlane ; Si : 
LANNY GREY S Radio Tax ste amg 1. u! . i Mh xisivde e e IcFarlane propos al had | 
bd RHYTHM SCHOOL OF THE AIR ~— es le on Avec €1 , — been wastebasketed, and the Texan 
Dm . a] the menc Nn se ing c 1e lo r orice 9} j ie « 
Pupils of the Class “eee rage | aime ment. B ser ng ones the got no oratorical aid in his cam- 
. Mery Mcilush—Platinum-voiced Pretty, (Continued from page 31) | entire subject will be examined by | paign. Rep Fred H. Hildebrandt of 
in Don Richard Toreador of Song, his subcommitte rep. Cheste out alk - 4 sO} ; 
Pa lucitle and Lanny—Combination of Swingeroo a r 4 ta , ated . “i hester | South Dakota, the only apalatgie aside 
Jimny Rich—Bad Boy and Nursery Buyme J! source. McFarlane stressed the fact Thompson of Illinois asked for de-| from McFarlane and Thompson to 
a, And Lawow Srey as the Castes T. that ‘these radio stations receive a a “ing Mck — si inj talk on the subject, said he is op- 
NEW Daily at 12:30 ; order to give these committees an ose sing s deaster 
“5 ily ; fese license te cperate’ and took Bi I an posed to singling out broadcasters, 
4 opportunity to study this matter.’'and was particularly apprehensive 
4 _ —_—— ————- — = : : | Ways and Means committeeman said | about the effect of such a bite on 
es the question oi taxing broadcasters | little stations. 
er is a new fie!'d which should be thor-| ‘It is doubtful if those who reside 
ec oughly studied before any legisla- | in metropolitan areas fully appreci- 
ies 4 aa Daal , 
3 tion is presented. ate the importance of radio *road- 
me | Proposal, which its sponsor said | casting service in the more sparsely 
* | would not ‘work a hardship upon | settled rural areas,’ Hildebrandt said. 
pes |the indutsry,’ would have required | ‘Radio has developed from a hobby 
gn broadcasters to pay 10% of their | or a plaything into an essential in- 
Es By JANE. WEST take from sale of time, but limited strument in the daily lives of our 
—f the liability of networks by deciar- | rural people 
; ; ing amounts paid to any other per- ‘In the different agricultural areas 
F > I 1 the different agricultural areas 
NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR | 


4 | FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE | 





son for 


ability. 





broadcasting w 
included in figur 


suld not be 
ing individ 


of this country, radio has become an 
almost indispensable 
farming...It is clear 


s1¢ ° 4e ° ° ° 
ual’s tax- incident to 


that the uti 


P Broadcasters were accused of ‘tak- | of radio in agriculture has become 
ot t UGHTER TEARS AND 4 EART-THROBS ng’ more than $140,000,000 annually | an established fact and its future de- 
a away from newspapers which Mc- |yelopment should not be encumbered 
ro ! Presented by Ivory Soap : 99, ree" /s pure : arlane remarked ‘are not favored by onerous taxation. which will in 
; by a free license and a radio broad- | any manner impair the opportunity 

a | casting station.” Texan reminded the | to continue to perform this needed 


ea LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


| Souse they are 
red cent’ 


toward the support 


not kK'clixg in ‘one | public service.’ 


of the | 





“ah | NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST | | Feder al Communications Commis- 0 oe ee 
— iN CBS - WABC— 2:15 to 2:30 P.M. EST 9§ |sion, which cost $2,250,000 last year.| J. Gunnar Back, until recently con- 
eas ®« COAST TO COAST |‘Enormous fees’ charged for use of | tinuity head of KFAB-KFOR. Lin- 
Dir, COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY | station facilities were pointed out. | coln, is doing a novel in his home 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLOG. NEW YORK CITY | Disfayor for radio ta.. was voiced | burg, Escanaba, Mich, 





W e ‘dnesday, 


Mare h J 6, 





be 
discussions on 


pr 
Ti 


forum 


wi 
ou 


nnn | 


BEFORE WEB REPEAT 


Columbus, March 15 
io State adie 


be heard in 


Score of Oh 
rs will 


mem- 
round table 
Mutual network on 
ogram which teed off Sunday 
tled 


13), 
‘Democracy in Transition’ 
will continue for 10 weeks, 
th discussions scheduled on varie- 
s; social and economic problems. 

Round table argument is first pre. 


sented Wednesday night before sey. 


ral hundred students in Congress 
on Social Problems, WOSU, univer. 

ty station, airs this forum. Trans. 
cription is made of program, alloy 
ing profs chance to polish up discus- 
ion after hearing play-back Same 
subject is then discussed on netw 
following Sunday. 

I. Keith Tavlor, director of radio 
division in university bureau of edu- 
cational research, serves as moder- 
ator of all programs. Chairmen and 
participants henes with each broad- 
cast. 

WHKC, local Mutual station 3 


fecding 


bu 


CO 


half-hour program to net 
t camt carry itself because of other 
mmilments. 
































Composer-Writer 


IT AIN'T GONNA RAIN NO MO’ 
MELLOW MOON, ONE EYED LOVE 
MY OLD FASHIONED SCRAP BOOK 
MY DREAM SWEETHEART 
LAND OF MY SUNSET DREAMS 


Address: 4351 N. Paulina St., Chicago 











ED. CASHMAN 


(ditector S-$} 


COLUMBIA ARTISTS, ENC 











DON 


ROSS 


THE RHYMING MINSTREL 


EVERY MONDAY 
WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY 


WOR 


12-17:15 _P. M,. EST 














| 





GUS VAN 


AVAILABLE FOR 


STAGE, SCREEN or RADIO 


ADDRESS 
c/o Goldie and Gumm 
1540 Broadway, New York 
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Agencies—Sponsors 





(Continued from page 29) 
H. W. Kastor & Sons Co., Chicago, 
16 spot announcements on Drene, 
WCKY. 


! 
| 
| 
| 


Interstate Bakeries, Schulze divi- | 


sion, (Butter Nut bread), 156 half- 
hou! et programs, the 
Rangers, on WCKY. Account han- 
died by R. J. Potts & Co., Kansas 


ito only 
Lone | 


make possible a 100% lisiener par- 
ticipation in the current popularity 
of the questions-and-answers pro- 
gramming, 

Instead of restricting the questions 
the studio audience the 
S. & S. program will invite all lis- 


| teners to iry for the correct answers, 


Citv. 

Wonder Kitchen is title of new 
series of programs, daily except 
Sunday, on WSAI from noon to} 
12:30 p.m., originating in auditorium 
ot H. & S. Pogue Co., department 
siore co-sponsored by American 
Stove Co., E. Kahn & Sons Packing 
Co., and Town Talk Flour. Started 
March 7. Stanzas, in nature of cook- 


ery classes, are for audiences. Con- 
cucted by Pearl Beren, former home 
ecience director of Harten-Knodel 
Co., Cincy distributors for Norge ap- 
pliances, whose new air 

Edna Hutton. 

Ideal Packing Co., Cincy, started 
March 5 on WSAI with a new series 
of Saturday night 30-minute variety 
shows originating in various lodge 
halls and labeled Fraternal Frolics 
Regular talent from Crosley staff in- | 
cludes Ray Shannon, m.c.; Janette. 
pop vocalist, and hillbilly combos, 
with amateur recruits from viewing 
eudiences William F Holland 
@arcency 

McKesson & Robbins start March 
14 with new Perk-Uppers musical 
eeries on WLW, Monday and 
Wednesday 7:45 to 8 p.m., blurbing 
Fursang tonic. Crosley staff talent 
Stephen Merrill, tenor; Jane Ger- 
rard, personality singer, and a small 
orchestra H. W. Kastor & Sons 
agency i 

Walker Remedy for Chicks, one 

nute announcements, daily, March 
24 10 April 27, through Weston Barn- 
eit, Waterloo, Ia. 


Allis Chalmers (tractors), one min- 
le announcements, five times week- 
vy. 18 weeks, through Burt L. Git- 

tens, Milwaukee, 


Utica Mutual Life Insurance Ce., 
minute announcements, five times 
weekly, to May 27, Devereaux, Inc.. 
Utica, the agency. 


one 





Baker Extract Co., participations 
in WGY Market Basket, once weekly. 
April 21 to June 24, through Wm. B. 
Remington, Boston. 


Credit Brown & Tarcher 
New York, March 9. 
Editor, Variety: 

Page 31 of your March 9th issue 
Jists under Yankee Network new 
business an item for McKesson & 
Robbins and attributes it to Gardner 
Advertising Co. 

This is an error. Gardner placed 
the McKesson liquor business until 
recently. That business is now with 
White-Lowell. We have had the Mc- 
Kesson & Robbins drug business— 
which means, of course, their radio 
business—all through 1937 and have 
#pproved plans for 1938. 

Hereafter in referring to McKes- 
son & Robbins’ radio, please be sure 
1c credit this agency with the ac- 
count, 


J. D. Tarcher, 





Brown & Tarcher, Inc. 

President. 
Drackett (Drano), through Ralph 
H. Jones agency, Cincinnati, has 
shifted its transcribed serial, ‘Hello. 


Peggy,’ from KGO, San Francisco 


name is| 





Quarter-hour platters aired twice 
weekly. 

Axton Fisher (20 Grand ciga- 
rettes), through McCann Erickson. 
New York, spotting three quarter- 
hour transcribed shows weekly on 
KSFO, San Francisco. Talent  in- 
cludes Joe Rines’ band, Pickens Sis- 
ters, Morton Bowe and emcee Mar- 
lin Bloch. 

Emile, Washington, D. C., beautic- 


an, on the air with new local com- 
mercial program, ‘Germaine of 
Paris.” over WMAL. Songs and 
Cigan 


Richard Hudnut cosmetics has 


| 
} 
| 


teken 15-minute spot weekly on | 
KYW. Philly, with Top Hatters band | 
and Carlotta ‘Dale and Bon Bon 
chirping. Placed by BBDO, with 


Eldon Hazard in charge. 


Schwimmer & Scott agency, Chi- 
cog, has prepared platter versio! of 
€w program, known as ‘Public 
Question-Air,’ which is figured fo 


by mail, with prizes fo: 
plies, 


correct re- 


St. Louis New biz: 

Manne Furniture Co., air 
daily program over WEW. 

Hartenbach Rug Cleaning & Sales 
Co. Daily variety 
WEW. 

‘The Lone Ranger,’ 30 min. tran- 
1, Papendick Bakery C« 
under 52 week contract. KWK 


auction 


program ove! 


scribed seria 


Walker Remedy Co, has contracted 
for six 1 min. announcements over 
KMOX. 


Dr. Miles Laboratories (Alka Selt- 
zer) contracted for three 15 min 
transcriptions weekly over KMOX. 

Slack Furniture Co., East St. Louis. 
Ill., returns to KWK with three 30 


VARIETY 37 





























SanGuseNeeen aaannaneenee ~- — rere a Ne 
min. periods weekly with local tal- ' —————— - — 
;ent; six 15 min. periods using tran- e 
| scriptions and twelve 15 min. periods 
| with local talent. Contract runs for pening or a a enge 
| 26 weeks. 
Barton Mfg. Co. contracted for five a 
100 word announcements weekly on | 
the Woman’s Hour over KMOX. NBC’s promotion department claims that its own WEAF, N. Y., was 
— the first to sell time to a commercial which had no business affiliation 
: ‘ — - or due bill connection with the broadcasting outlet This copy 
é New Business at KTSM, El Paso, cleared over WEAF on Aug. 28, 1922, with the Queensboro Com. 
Tex. : 
, : ‘ - ; rental agents, the source, after the station had offered over the air 
El Paso Electric Co. 15 mins., to sell 10 minutes of time for $100. The station had no rate card at 
twice weekly, organ by remote from the time 
Plaza theatre featuring Dayton What NBC is claiming in the field of sponsorship may stir up the 
rayne ‘ sort of controversy which has been raging for years to which was 
. visemes Bres., tailors, “Miracle of the first station in America. WWJ, Detroit. and KDKA, Pittsburgh, 
Sport, 15 mins., weekly are still arguing bitterly on the latter point 
Guarantee Shoe, ‘The Forest 
Ranger, kids | gran 15 as ——, te Oe re eee 
weekly Put ation for Northern California | through W. A. Miller agency, Oak- 
Glidden Paint Stores, ‘ He¢ ponsoring one-hour broadcasts and, part pating on the live talent 
Harry’s Household Hint 15 ect fre Fifth Church of Chr ‘Echoe f Portug program five 
three times weekly, through Mel- | Scientist, over KYA lays a week over KYA 
: n & Fewsmith, Inc Cottrell Brothers (moving and Tillamook County Creamery Asso- 
7 torage) ponsering I it€ | ciation i fora ries of quarter- 
In San Francisce weekly transcription Win; Over | hour aft ) programs Thursdays 
Hambaugh Realty Co., Los ne We rid,” on KYA, f 13 week: ve! KSFO San Francisco, and 
Angeles, through Frank Wright & Placed direct KNX, Hollywood, tabbed ‘Tillamook 


Associates, is spotting three quarter- 
programs, live talent and tran- 
ecription combo, weekly for seven 
weeks on KYA 

Christian Science Committtee 


hour 


on 


California Pension Plan, through | Dairy Maid’ and using Nell Parker, 
Cinema Advertising Agency Los | home economist. and emcee Jack 
Angeles, spotting half-hour platters | Moyles Botsford, Constantine & 
six nights weekly for year on KYA. | Gardner gency placed. Shows 


Globe Grain & Milling Co. (flour) KFRC 


originate at 








ADDED 





ATTRACTION 


* 


“Listener preference” is the main feature of the 


show that W SAI puts on in the Cincinnati area— 


day in and day out. 


But there’s an added attraction that WSAI adver- 


tisers like even better—it’s Dealer Support! 


And W SAI delivers that in a big way! 


A recent survey by an independent research organi- 


0 


zation revealed that 68.4% of the drug and grocery 


retailers in the Cincinnati area prefer 





WS 


Al 


CINCINNATI'S OWN STATION 


e National Spot Representative 


TRANSAMERICAN 


NEW YORK 


CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 
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The Outstanding Novelty Hit 


WHERE HAVE WE MET BEFORE? 






The sensational “Onyx Club” hit 


IT’S WONDERFUL 










The Smash Hit of the Season 


DON’T BE THAT WAY 


By Benny Goodman, Edgar Sampson 





Gordon and Revel's latest and greatest 





New Sensational Novelty Hi 


| LOVE TO WHISTLE 









SWEET AS A SONG 


By McHugh and Adamson 
From the New Universal Production 


By Lowis Prima, Mitchell Parish 


From the 20th Century-Fox Production 


By Stuff Smith and Mitchell Parish 


and Jimmy Klaer 


end Mitchell Parish 


“SALLY, IRENE AND MARY” 


“MAD ABOUT MUSIC” 


~ FEE EVIL BOBS 
UP AGAIN 


London, March 7. 

English music publishers are hav- 
ing trouble again with the band 
leaders, due to the old practice of 
charging a fee, generally around $42 
| for music arrangements for broad- 
| casting. 

This rap, which wa 

| two years ago after 
| proportions, has cropped up again, 
entirely due to some publishers, in 
order to get a better break, welch- 
| ing on their confreres. Position has 
| become serious again, with associa- 
| tion having sent an ultimatum to the 
| British Broadcasting Corp. that un- 
less they co-operate with them 100% 
they (the publishers) will go back 
| in a body to the old system of pay- 
| ing band leaders once more for ar- 
| rangements, to which the BBC has 
‘hoes ays been opposed. 


“PINS AND NEEDLES’ 
TUNES FOR LONDON 


Louis Dreytus, 





topped some 
reaching serious 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ae ‘Cha ippell & Co., 
London, last week bought the Brit- 
lish rights to the ‘Pins and Needle’ 
score from Mills Music, Inc 
It is understood that 
numbers may be used in a 
revue, with the production 
| local interests. 







of the 
London 
done by 


some 








$42 ARRANGERS’ 


Music Notes 





‘Bicycle Built tor Two’ by Harry 
Dacre and ‘The Bowery’ by Charles 
H. Hoyt and Percy Gaunt, both non- 
copyrights, being published by Jerry 
Vogel with new arrangements. 
Tobias and 
wrote the original 
new Paradise Restaurant 
revue due to open Sunday (20). 


Dave 


score 


Henry Oppen- 
heim 
the 


(N.Y.) 
Ex- 


clusive publishing all the numbers. 
Jack Mills has taken over the 
publication of the score of the new 


University, Pittsburgh, 
show, ‘Topper and White Tails.” Same 
pub is handling the comedy 
‘Monkeys Is the Craziest People,’ by 
Walter Bishop and Basil G. Adlam. 
Pair the title from Lew Lehr’s 
entrance line on the Ben Bernie- 
U. S. Tire program (CBS) 


Duquesne 


+ 
LOL 


‘Day by Day’ is a new tune 
scripted in memory of the late O. O. 
McIntyre by Don Sylvio, band leader 
at Bill Bertoloiti’s 





George Jessel composed the tune, 
‘As Long As I Love,’ featured in Co- 
lumbia’s ‘Little Miss Roughneck.’ 


Eddie Cherkose and Charles 
doing song numbers for 
‘The Lost Legion.’ 


Rosofft 
Monogram’s 


Moe Gale 
have collabed on 
Which Famous Music 


Helen Oakley of 
and Chick Webb 
‘Heart of Mine’ 
will publish. 


Busse’s : Winey Spot 
Chicago, March 15. 


Henry Busse sicnaaes is leaving 
the Chez Paree March 31, opening 
April 1 at the Beverly Hills Coun- 
‘try Club, Cincinnati. 


for | 


tune, | 


office 


| dio 


| that songs last 


'U. S. Tunes Still Lead 
In France; Now Click 
| Sooner Via Films, Radio 


Paris, March 7. | 

Hollywood and New York song 
writers top European tunesmiths in | 
popularity in France, according to | 
Eddie Foy. For the last year Foy | 
| 

| 


| has been playing in Paris, Deauville | 
and Cannes and states that requests | 


for American tunes outnumber the 
local ones by a wide margin. 

About the 
the swank 
sides Ame 
music, most 


only music played in 
nighties in France, be- 
rican swing, is tango 
of which is written in 
France. Foy says that the rhumba 
is on the wane in French clubs. 
There is almost no local swing music 
and what there is of it never reaches 
the popularity attained by Ameri- 
can melodies, 

Foy lists the following as the 10 
most popular American tunes dur- 
ing the past year: ‘Is It True What | 
They Say About Dixie?’, ‘Goody 
Goody,’ ‘You're a Sweetheart,’ 
‘Sweet Someone,’ ‘Dipsy Doodle,’ 
‘True Confession,’ “There’s a Gold- | 
mine in the Sky,’ ‘Ebbtide,’ ‘You | 
Can't Stop Me From Dreaming’ and 


‘Lady Is a Tramp.’ 
Tunes become popular here soon 
after they are introduced in Amer- 


ica, due to films and short-wave ra- 
French radio stations also play 
a large number of American phono- 
graph records. Foy states, however, 
longer in Europe, re- 
quests for oldtimers such as ‘Roses 
of Picardy,’ ‘Poor Butterfly’ and ‘St. 
Louis Blues’ are everyday occur- 
rences. 








the week from Monday through 














col- 
umn, * denotes film song, ; legit tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. j 
Grand Commer- 

Title Publisher Source Total cials Vocals 
CE So Ee Oe. . ae i.tagawewie. ee 7 20 
Good Night, Angel....... EME s05os sansa *Radio City ‘Rev els ieee ecaraate . 2 6 19 
oe rrr re or rere TIOCSOS 6b0.0 50000 gt REP ee ee oe a 24 3 17 
How’d You Like to Love Me?.......... yo ae TCOMPTS SWING: bis ccccsdvceawe 23 7 17 
BOUTS AM EQUCAUON......ccccscccsss CS) Poe aie heehee ewe kaa . 2 3 12 
Thanks tor the MeMOry «... 60 s.sccescees Paramount ....... "Hig BroaGeasts oi .iiccsecsces o as 6 19 
REIN. CES E SHR KAO T ETAT e cee Berlin CROOW Whe cscdivsrtdsvns vans 22 10 13 
ee Se ROROING \5.00 dtd *Sally, Irene and Mary........ 21 6 18 
EERE Ss ee acs Matis et edad Oa eRe wee Oo eee ee Pe eas tirade BORAGE SST RES 21 8 15 
Whistle While You Work ee re MIO. WIR: hbb0ewsde eden’ 21 10 14 
EVO WING Ble ics ic.i-sc0ceesss (10 6a ROO. éa.crindes *Goldwyn Follies...........e0. 20 6 .) 
BeeG © Gtk BO SUTOCOIMIBAG . iis 5s'5.5.6.0s.cccce Rl as00keeseeen AC) Ree ree are ee ree eee ;. a 4 14 
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Breakdown of Network Plugs 


| Following is an analysis of the combined plugs of current tunes on WEAF, WJZ and WABC computed for 
Sunday 
| on the two NBC links and CBS. ‘Commercials’ refers to all types plugs on sponsored programs, In ‘Source’ 
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ASCAP Sees Weakening Influences 
At Work; May Return to Old Payoff: 
Group Attacks Performance Evils 


+ 


Publisher members of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers will be given an op- 
portunity to decide whether they 
want to return to the former system 
of classification at a meeting slated 
to be held at the Astor hotel, N. Y., 
tomorrow night (Thursday). Ques- 
tion is being submitted because the 
majority of the pub members on the 
ASCAP directorate are convinced 
that the present method of paying off 
largely on performances has pro- 
duced an unhealthy condition not 
only for the music industry but for 
the future of the American Society. 

Sentiment regarding a change in 
classification is almost unanimous on 
the board. The abandonment of the 
present system, which became effec- 
tive Jan. 1, 1936, would bring an end 
to the operations of the publishers 
availability committee, which has 
been a storm-center since the incep- 
tion of the current method of roy- 
alties allocation. Under the present 
system, performances count 50%, 
availability or value of a member’s 
catalog to the Society rates 30°, 
while seniority figures 20%. Matters 
of performances and seniority are 
strictly the mathematical concerns of 
ASCAP’s bookkeeping department. 

See Radice Bands’ Centrel 

Those advocating the return to the 
cold system, which gives the board 
sole authority to determine how 
much each member shall receive, 
contend that the change must be 
made if only to save the music busi- 
ness from coming under the control 
of broadcasting bands. No small per- 
centage of the latter, it is argued, 
are quoting to publishers how much 
they will collect from the Society on 
a hookup and suggesting that the 
band’s co-operation should be worth 
some sort of split on such proceeds. 
Advocates of the old system, which 
gets aside 25% for seniority, hold 
that the move would also discourage 
the infiltration into the music busi- 
ness of small concerns whose close 
affiliation with band leaders put 
them in the position of going after 
performance points in a big way. 

It would also discourage the 
scrambling after eight-bar chorus 
on sustaining pickups just so the 
publisher of the number can show a 
large accumulation of performances, 
with the value of the plug rated by 
ASCAP’s bookkeepers as equal to 
the elaborate rendition of some other 
number. 

With the old system in effect the 
board members would analyze the 
comparative value of performances 
and credit each publisher with the 
authentic worth of such usages. A 
publisher with a hit might not get 
his rewards immediately in big meas- 
ure but his subsequent upping in 
general classification would extend 
the ASCAP fruits from this hit over 
a long period of time. It also 
suggested that the »nublisher faction 
set aside a quarterly purse for dis- 
tribution among publishers of lower 


is 


rating who had _ recently come 
through with song clicks. The writ- 
ers in the Society have had this 


bonus system in effect for over three 
years. 

Popular and standard publisher 
groups in the American Society of 
Composers, Authors, and Publishers 
have new appeals boards ready to 
function on complaints against avail- 
ability ratings in the event the pub- 
lishers as a whole elect to continue 
with the present system of royalty 
allocation. The boards were chosen 
by votes of the membership. 

Popular faction’s appeals board 
consists of Edward B. Marks, chair- 
man; Ralph Peer, of the Southern 
Music Co., and Johnny O'Connor, of 
Words & Music, Inc., while the stand- 
ard group has Deane Preston, of B. 


F. Wood Music Co., Dr. Renato Cos- | 


selli, of G. Ricordi, and Max Wink- 
ler, of Boosey, Hawks & Belwin. 





Johnny Mercer working with 
Harry Warren and Al Dubin on 
tunes for Warners’ ‘Garden of the 
Moon,’ 





Well-Hidden Melody 


El Paso, Texas, March 15. 

Well-known habit of swing 
musicians to obliterate the mel- 
ody has inspired station KTSM 
to risk giving away $1 bills 
to members of. audience that 
can ‘guess’ the name of any 
popular tune as jammed by 
Frank Moser group. 

Not many pay-offs. 














Ban Harmonica Group, 
Non-Union, as Hotel Pickup; 
Okay from NBC Studio 


San Francisco, March 15. 





Blue and Red web programs by 
Johnny O’Brien and his Harmonica 
Hi-Hats from the Persian Room of 
the Hotel Sir Francis Drake here 
during the boys’ current two weeks 
of personal appearances went cold 
when the musicians’ union, Local 6, 
nixed the arrangements. 

Reason was that the mouth organ- 
ists are not union members, yet the 
boys’ offer to join was refused, since 
the harmonicas do not rate as musi- 
cal instruments. Broadcasts origi- 
nated, as usual, in the NBC studios. 


WARNER STAFFMEN 
MOVED; GUMBLE JOINS 


Personnel of Warner Bros.’ music 
publishing interests is being put 
through a periodic reshuffling and 
pruning. Up to yesterday (Tuesday) 
two contactmen had been let out in 
Cleveland and a third in Los Angeles, 
while Nelson Ingham, manager of 
the Remick office in Chicago, had 
been given a traveling assignment 
through the middle west. 

In New York Mose Gumble was 
brought in as general professional 
mgr. of the Witmark subsidiary and 
Harold Lee remains as professional 
mgr. Art Schwarez, who has charge 
of all WB music activities along the 
west coast, is taking over the direct 
operation of the Harms’ Los Angeles 
office, of which Lucky Wilbur had 
been manager. Bobby Gross, who 








assist Schwartz. 

Gumble continues as president of 
Professional Music Men, Inc., but not 
in a salaried capacity. Joe Santly 
will handle the details of this club 
under the tithe of business manager 
at $150 a week until May 1, when the 
membership will decide whether it 


wants to make this arrangement per- | 


manent. 


M.C.A. Building Baptism 
On J. C. Stein’s Birthday 


Music Corp. of America and MCA 
Artists, Ltd. (the California subsid 
corporation) will try and open its 








new Hollywood office building 
|April 26. Idea to coincide with 
|J. C. Stein's 42d birthday. 

; Stein and his wife are due in 
|N. Y¥. in early April for a quickie 
|before returning to their Beverly 
'Hills home. They just leased the 


Douglas Fairbanks house. 


1S 
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Union Eyes Halls 
Philadelphia, March 15. 
Musicians Local here has started 
|/on campaign to force rented halls to 
}use only union bands for functions. 
| Move is result of concentration by 
non-union orchs on the halls for jobs, 
since hotels and niteries are almost 
solidly tied up by the AF of M. Halls 
will be picketed if they don't sign. 
One of the major spots on the list 
to be picketed is Mercantile Hall, 
headquarters for CIO here, and the 





Plans to pick up the regular NBC- | 


had been with Santly Bros.-Joy, will | 


Federal Music and Theatre Projecis. ! 


EOE 


MUSICAL GALLOPS 


| 
ON" 


Publishers Alarmed at 
Tendency of Orchestras 
to Crowd Nothing but 
Dance Choruses Into Ra- 


dio Periods 








VOCALS COUNT 





Publishers who still think that the 
major function of their business is to 
sell sheet music are decrying a 
| practice which has made itself par- 
ticularly evident among bands 
picked up by NBC from out of New 
York. Some of these sustaining com- 
binations are loading up their pro- 
grams with so many numbers that 
|the exploitation possibilities of any 
| of the songs are practically stifled. 

Most of the crowding 
the leader’s efforts 


is due to 
as many publisher approaches, both 
straight and devious, as possible. One 
| band out of Pennsylvania last week 
| carried 12 tunes within 12 minutes, 
while a New England pickup played 
16 numbers in 21 minutes. 


them are of the once-over-lightly 
| sort and are tossed in so that some 
| song plugger can help his firm make 
|a showing on the weekly recap of 
| the most played tunes on the net- 
| works. 

This practice of going after the in- 
| strumental chorus only, some of the 
| indie pubs have warned persistently, 


is what will destroy the sale of sheet | 


music completely within the 
| five years, if not sooner. 


pile up in huge number over the 


to take care of | 


It has | 
become no uncommon thing for an | 
| orchestra to do as many as 18 tunes | 
in 15 minutes, even though some of | 


next | 
The plugs | 


course of a week but when an an-| 


alysis is made of them it is found 
that the percentage of vocal rendi- 
tions, which serve as the only stimu- 
lant for sheet sales, has been neglig- 
ible. 

| Meanwhile the constant pounding 
away at the melody over the air has 
| produced a feeling of surfeit for that 
| particular tune even before the lyr- 
ics have had a chance to insinuate 
| themselves with the listeners, with 
'the result that the publisher has no 
alternative but to drop this song and 
start working on another. 


ELMORE WHITE OUT 
IN ECONOMY WAVE 


Elmore White is sut as manager of 
the Paramount Music Corp. He got 
his notice Monday (14) with the ex- 
planation that it was part of a gen- 
eral economy move affecting Para- 
mount Pictures’ music interests. 

White was brought over last Aug- 
ust from the Robbins Music Corp.. 
where he was professional mgr, to 
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16 TUNES IN 21 MINUTES 





Petrillo in Candid Talk on N.AP.A’s 


Calls 802’s Trea 


Victor’s Reply 





Number of stations 
quizzed RCA Victor about the 
advisability of their taking out 
a license with the National As- 
|| sociation of Performing Artists 
|} covering the broadcasting of 
phonograph records. The NAPA 
has made such license form 
available with a fee of $1,000 a 
year being asked regardless of 
wattage and extent of use 
Victor’s answer to the queries 

that it has granted these 
stations the right to air the rec- 
ords until that time the manu- 
facturer elects to order them to 
desist and that the courts have 
yet to determine whether it is 
the recording company or the 
artist that controls the commer- 
cial use of the disc. 


have 


is 


HELP SALES Offer, His Philosophy and Methods; 


ment of Execs Bad 


+ 


By BEN BODEC 


While the legal adjunct of the 
ganization looked on with no small 
measure of misapprehension and be- 
puzzlement, James C. Petrillo, head 
of th» Chicago musicians union, told 
some 20 members of the National As- 
sociation of Performing Artists at the 
Astor hotel, N. Y., Monday afternoon 
(14) that he would have to give much 
further thought to the problem of 
accepting the job of leader of the 
NAPA at a salary of $100,000 a yea1 
The offer had been made 
Paul Whiteman and Fred Waring 
without apparently, the knowledge 
_Of the NAPA’s general counsel, Mau- 
rice A. Speiser. 

Intra-organization perplexity made 
itself patent at the opening of the 
meeting. Speiser, who preceded Pet- 
rillo with a review of the associa- 
tion’s efforts in the courts, said that 
the small attendance was sheerly due 


or- 


him by 














Bregman-Robbins Rivalry 
Called a Bit Too Intense 
By David Bernstein 


| David Bernstein, Loew-Metro v.p., 
huddled with Jack Bregman and 
| Jack Robbins last week and ‘advised’ 
| that it would be much better if the 
| competitive Metro music publishing 
subsids, Feist (Bregman) and Rob- 
| bins (headed by Robpins) didn’t take 
it all so much to heart, 

In other words, while friendly ri- 
valry is all right, Bernstein pre- 
| ferred a greater entente cordiale ex- 
isting between the two firms, rather 
than each trying to top the other. 
Bregman is g.m. of Feist’s, which will 
have the exclusive Metro song pub- 
lishing duties, and Robbins actively 
heads his own firm as well as the 
Miller Music Co., latter in turn pre- 
sided over by Willie Horowitz, as 
prof. mgr. 


PAUL MISRAKI TOURS 
FOR MUSIC BIZ STUDY 


Closer cooperation between Ameri- 
can music publishers and foreign 


| 











composers in the future is foreseen 
by Paul Misraki, 30-year-old French 


composer, who arrived in N. Y. from 


abroad last week for his first visit. | 


Misraki will 
result in bringing over foreign tunes 
oftener than the past and with 
more profitable results to both pub- 
lishers and composers. 

Misraki 


feels that such action 


in 


is a facile composer of 


help expand Paramount Music’s op-| both popular and more serious music 
erations. The name had been changed | He jis here for a brief visit to get 


from Popular Melodies, Inc. Para- 
mount Music has been specializing in 


| acquainted with conditions in Ameri- 


the scores of Paramount's musical | C@n music publishing and the general 


films. Famous Music Corp. the 


parent organization. 
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‘Conspired to Have 
Him Branded Lunatic’ 


for 
defen- 





jis 


Ira Arnstein’s )atest 
$2,000.000 damages and 


suit 
the 





} 


show biz outlook. While here he will 
make a brief jaunt to Canada, where 
his composition, ‘Tout Va Tres Bien, 
Madame la Marquise,’ holds the rec- 
ord disc sale of 500,000. His songs 
have frequently been sung by Jean 
Sablon, over NBC, and are also 
known in the U. S. 


dants named include the American Songwriter-Attorney 


Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, the Songwriters Protec- 
tive Association, the Music Publish- 
ers Protective Association, NBC. 
CBS, Gene Buck, John G. Paine, E 
C. Mills, Louis Bernstein, Irving Ber- 
lin, Inc., and E. B. Marks Music Co. 
Arnstein filed the action in the Fed- 
eral court, N. Y., last week. 

He charges tnat the defendants 


| 


' 
| 


have conspired to have other writers | 


plagiarize his works, encourage the 


general stealing of his music and to, James 


have him branded as a lunatic 


Made ASCAP Member 


Abner Greenberg, songwriting the- 
atrical attorney, has the distinction 
of being the only lawyer ever elected 
to membershiy in ASCAP at a recent 
meeting of the Board of Directors. 

Numbered among his songs 
‘C'est Vous,’ which he wrote and also 
published. Has specialized in copy- 
right cases for many years and is 
best known for his victory in the ‘St. 
Infirmary’ case argued before 
the Court of Appeals five years ago 


is 


| This philosophy of matching fro: 





to a misunderstanding of Petrillo’s 
errand. Speiser explained that the 
message he had received from White- 
| man last week gave him the impres- 
sion that Petrillo had a plan which 
was to be discussed merely with the 
NAPA’s officers and board of direc- 
tors; and it was to these that Speiser 
had directed his invitations. Earlier 
| in the day Speiser’s office had called 
| Whiteman’s office and taken excep- 
| tion to a release which quoted the 
| salary offered Petrillo. 


In his opening remarks Petrillo 
made it clear that while the offer 
from the NAPA was an attractive 


one he was still a labor leader and 
strictly so. He stated that he was 
the highest paid labor leader in the 
country, that he would find it hard 
to break away from his leadership 
of the Chicago local and that he must 
devote a lot of time to the American 
Federation of Musicians’ campaign 
to ‘thie canned music under its con- 
troL 


He would love the job of helping 
the musicians protect their property 
rights in phonograph records and 
transcriptions but he would have to 
weigh this assignment against what 
he already has. Petrillo estimated 
that the recording artists were losing 
between $5,000,000 and $6,000,000 of 
‘what is justly theirs’ from the use of 
records by broadcasting stations and 
coin-operated reproduction machines. 

Explains Station Fight 

Rest of Petrillo’s speech was de- 
voted to retaling how @e Chicayo 
local and the AFM got 150 additional 
stations to put musicians on their 
| payrolls, adding $2,013,000 to the in- 





; come of the AFM membership, how 
he fought radio on the secondary boy- 
cott angle by engaging outstanding 
corporation lawyers at a total cost 
of $10,000 to render opinions on the 
issue and how the AFM plans to go 
after the film interests on the same 
employment problem. He also 
sailed John L. Lewis and the CIO, 
telling how he outwitted this rival 
organization in making Chicago an- 
nouncers, production men and sound 
effects men associated members of 
the Chicago Musicians Union. 
Petrillo scored the members of the 
New York musicians local for not 
paying their president, Jack Rosen- 
berg, more than $150 a week. He 
wanted to know how with this paltry 
salary they expected to have Rosen- 


berg go up against men who are pet- 
| tir 


as- 





5s C2 ONE 
Da UG 


| Ung a year. Chicago union 
army explained how he fights money 
; With money. When the employers 
| spend $4,000 for a party, he tosses 
;} one that costs $5,000. When thev 
drive up in -heiv Lincolns he’s right 


behind them with his own Lincoln 
it 


e 


| with front ought to be applied by t 


| New York local, 


Petrillo urged. 





Johnny Mercer and Harry Warren 


| collaborated on ‘Day Dreaminy’ and 
‘My Adventure’ for Warners ‘Gold- 
| diggers 


in Paris,’ in addition to <ix 
song numbers turned out for the 
production by Warren and Al Dubin. 
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A Slight American Accent 


Town Hall, N. Y., Urges There Be No Walkouts at 


Foreigners’ 


Town Hall, N, Y., has been receiv- 
ing squawks from those who atiend 
daily a.m. lecture sessions be- 
cause some spielers with thick for- 


the 


eign accents can’t be understood. In | 


at least one case numerous walk- 
outs took place during the lecture 
Recently, George Denny, director 
of Town Hall, announced that there 
would be several foreign speakers 
would have heavy accents, 
those who would not stay 
session not to come 
This was partially based on the 
above incident, but also explained 
by a spokesman for Town Hall with 


Who 
urging 
for the entire 


statement that inasmuch as _ the 
speakers might be somewhat un- 


intelligible, it would be more cour- 
teous for the potential walkouts to 
be absent. Speakers referred to 
were Alexander Kerensky and 
Thomas Mann. In Kerensky’s case, 
although English was new to him, 
he was complimented by Denny, 
who said it was the best lecture he 
had heard at Town Hall. At 
Kerensky’s last lecture in Town 
Hall, 11 years ago,-he spoke in Rus- 
sian. His talk March 4 was a sell- 
out 
Vicki 
Hall, 
Martha Gellharn, was admitted by 
Town Hall officials as having spoken 
with ‘continental candor,’ yet, the 


Baum, recently at Town 


audience didn’t bat an eyelash dur- | 


ing her talk. At windup of her lec- 
ture she’s said to have told audience 
they had probably never listened to 
such an ‘uneducated 
Denny, however, stated Miss Baum 
was not uneducated, but ‘unschooled’ 
as a public speaker. 


Stated by Town Hall spokesman ' 


that it’s hard to tell what the speak- 
ers will. be like as they aren’t au- 


as a last-minute substitute for | 


speaker.’ | 


| children's 


Lectures 
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Grace Moore $12,500 
On Two Texas Dates 


San Antonio, March 15. 

All local concert records 
cracked here last night (Monday) by 
Moore in a recital at the audi- 


Grace 


torium. Gross of $7,000 was claimed. 
Soprano also sold out the Tulsa 
auditorium last Thursday night (10), 


with 300 persons crowded onto the 


stage. Gross was rated at $5,500. Ad- 
vance reports from Houston and 
Shreveport indicate sellouts there 
also 


METS 716 TOPS 
N. ¥. CONCERTS 


ringing 
with a roaring 
crescendo this week. Expectation. is 
to chalk up a sellout every night. 
Past week saw tremendous biz, with 
an approximate $71,000 clicking at 
the turnstiles. 

Josef Hofmann’s three piano con- 
certs with the Philharmonic at Car- 


Metropolitan Opera is 


down the curtain 


were | 


i 
- Disc Reviews 


By ABEL GREEN 





Duke Ellington is at his ultra best | 


with his two latest, ‘Lost in Medita- 
| tion’ and ‘Riding on a Blue Note’ in 
both of which he had a composing 
| hand. The Ellingtonian brasses are 
' prominently to the fore in this 
couplet, more instrumental interpre- 
| tations than foxtrots although suit- 
able for both. Brunswick 8083, pro- 
duced by Master (Irving Mills’ re- 
cording unit). 

It’s billed as the 
dred Bailey Orchesira at the Hotel 
Commodore’s Palm Room (N. Y.) 


but it’s Norvo, solo, on the wax for} 
Brunswick although the ‘Mr. and| 
Mrs. of Swing,’ which is their bill- 


ing, and also a real-life alliance, are 
in expert jive pair. However, theirs 
is sweet swing wisely so, as 
xyloed under Norvo’s dexterous 


and 


Red Norvo-Mil- | 


hammers. Starting with ‘A Sere- 
i nade to the Stars,’ hit tune out ‘Mad 
About Music’ (Adamson-McHugh), | 


, paired with 


| a lot out 
| vate Secretary,’ 
| trot by 


| swingsters., 


1 in Harlem’ 


| ditty, 


negie Hall during the past week also | : 
; attract atiention for that tune. 


was a romp for the ducat-sellers, 
while the Boston Symph, Serge | 
Koussevitzky conducting, hopped on 


the cash register for good results in 
a brace of performances at Car- 
negie. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Metropolitan Opera Co., Met Opera 
House (3,580; $7-4.50) 
Seven performances, including one 
matinee, did boom busi- 


ditioned and are usually booked on | | ness, estimated at $71,000, one of the 
the recommendation of their man- | best of the season; this is the last 


agers. Despite no auditions there 
are ‘surprisingly few’ kicks. 
of those booked are w.k. 
artists, 


VERDI'S LOST 
FLAME’ PREEM 


Berlin, March 7. 
What fs believed will be the first 


lecture 








| 760; $3.50). 


performance of a virtually unknown ! 


Verdi opera, ‘The Sacred Flame,’ 
will be given some time this month | 
at the Chemnitz opera house. Score | 
was written by the Italian composer | 
in the early 1840’s, some time before | 
he penned his best-known ‘Aida’, 
and ‘Rigoletto.’ 
Julius Kapp, of the Berlin State | 
Opera, is responsible for the new. 
translation and adaptation. | 


Most | pected 


week and sellouts each night ex- 
for season’s best. stanza. 
| \acetterdacmmeruay Monday night 
(7), ‘Carmen’ Friday night (11), 
‘Lucia di Lammermoor’ “Saturday 
afternoon (12) and ‘Siegfried’ the 
same night were heaviest last week. 

Philharmonic - Symph, Carnegie 
Hall (2,760; $3-$2-$1-75) (21st week), 
| Thursday night, Friday afternoon, 
‘Sunday afternoon (10-11-13); con- 
ductor, John Barbirolli: soloist, 
Josef Hofmann, Estimated $12,500, 
fair. Youth concert Saturday morn- 
ing (12) was the usual sellout, $3,000. 

Boston Symph, Carnegie Hall (2,- 
Thursday night (10), 
Saturday afternoon (12), took in 
about $11,000, good. 





PLANE CRASH KILLS CAFE OP 


West Palm Beach, March 15. 
Herbert Pond, local nitery opera- 
tor, was killed last week when plane 


he was piloting crashed into canal) 


(15th week). | ms say: a ee 
ot . | new 52d street idiom of swingin’ the 


‘More Than Ever,’ a pop, 
this is a sprightly foxtrot couplet. 
Terry Allen, a new 
Miss Bailey’s, solos 
she vocals ‘More.’ Miss Bailey gets 
‘The Week End of a Pri- 
novelty rhumba fox- 


‘Serenade’ and 


Mercer-Hanighen, 


baritone tind otf | 


although | 


it’s principally a Norvo recording on | 


Brunswick 8088. Companion piece is 
‘Please Be Kind,’ the Cahn-Chaplin 
piece that’s catching on with the 
Norvo again with ‘How 
Can You Forget?’ and ‘There’s a Boy 
by Rodgers and Hart out 


of ‘Fools for Scandal,’ with Miss 
Bailey again vocalizing both. ‘Boy | 


in Harlem’ is a particularly nifty 
and ‘Forget’ has an odd 
cal trick in the middle that ought to 


Rounding out of the Norvo family 


lyri- | 


| is Mildred Bailey and her Orchestra, | 





between airport and nearby golf, 


course, and burst into flames. 
Witnesses declared Pond had been 
stunting, 











MOSE GUMBLE 


GENERAL PROFESSIONAL MANAGER 





Presenting 


SOMETHING 
SISSY 
THE OLD APPLE TREE 


From the Warner Bros. 


JUST A SIM 


M. WITMARK & SONS 











TWO SHADOWS 


From the Vitaphone Production, “Two Shadows” 


FEELING HIGH AND HAPPY 


From the Vitaphone Production, 
eee er 


HAROLD LEE, Professional Manager 


TELLS ME 


Hit, “Swing Your Lady” 


PLE MELODY 


“Script Girl” 


R.C.A. Building, New York 

















| Whiteman who gave her 


| tra choruses 


| the 


| Robin 


| tion, 


this time on Vocalion 3982 with 
swing versions of ‘From the Land 
of the Sky Blue Water’ (Eberhart- 
Cadman) and Hammerstein 2d-Rom- 
berg’s ‘Lover, Come Back to Me’ 
(from ‘New Moon’), which is in the 
standards. Ever since the dusky 
Maxine Sullivan came 
with Claude Thornhill’s 
swingo, ‘Loch Lomond’ and ‘Annie 
Laurie,’ they’re diggin’ into the files 
for classics. Incidentally, on 
subject of singers with bands, 
many may realize how few girls 
have come out of bands although 
having a world of opportunity. 
Bailey is one, originally with Paul 
her oppor- 
tunity, as he later did with Ramona. 
Joy Hodges 
is another; Hilliard 


Harriet (Mrs. 


to attention | 
Scotch | 


the | 
not | 


Miss | 


(Jimmie Grier’s band) | : 
| Actor Hoffman, 


Ozzie Nelson) another, with her hus- 


band’s combo, but there aren’t a 
dozen all told. This is especially | 
surprising in view of the femmes’ 
rare opportunity, having a name} 


combo usually for spotlighting, plus 
the fact that any girl must look 
twice as good backed up by a bunch 
of bandmen, 

Talking of Maxine 
calion 3993 offers her with ‘It’s 
Wonderful’ and ‘You Went to My 
Head,’ backed by Claude Thornhill’s 
band, This arranger now heads his 
own sub-combo for recording al- 
though he’s also with Paul Whiteman 
on the Chesterfield program. Miss 
Sullivan swing-sings for Vocalion. 
which is a Brunswick subsid. [She's 
since been 
which will feature with her ‘voca- 
dance’ recordings, also backed by 
the Thornhill band technique.] Miss 
Sullivan is a West 52d street prod- 
uct (still a fave at the Onyx Club) 
who has become a bit of a vogue 


with the swingopholes. 


Decca has a novelty on No. 
the inevitable ‘Bei Mir b.d.s.,’ 
Nilo Menendez plays it as a conga, 


| with vocal by Alfredo Valdes, which 
| sounds like a hybrid of 2d avenue 
}and Spanish Harlem. 


Companion 


2 5788. a two-sided marathon of ex- 


of the 
ditty, 


»bin- 
the 


clever R 


tainger ‘Thanks for 


Sullivan, Vo-' 


lured away by Victor | 





1688, | 
only | ash-heaped. 


| have prompted Glaser’s plans. 


Memory,’ by Lewis (Red) Evans and | 


Boys. Evans 
and the extra ver: 
well-phrased lyrics 


does the vocals, 


Evans lends much to it also 
with his novelty style. 

Uitra swingo on Brunswick 
also a Master recording, 
DeLange orchestra. ‘I 
You Know,’ 
paired with 
8087 offers 


wine 
ing 


8090. 
by Hudsen- 
Know That 
the old Youmans tune, 
Teddy Wilson’s smooth 
SW style with ‘Miss Brown to 
You’ and ‘Sweet Lorraine,’ Billie 
Holiday vocalizing the first. 
is of the Benny Goodman organiza- 
which band now comprises a 
medley of maestros. Powell has his 


ses are exceedingly | 
; fashioned by Leo 





Disc ‘Best Sellers’ Doctored 


Phonograph record company reports of best sellers are a gag, hence 
Variety stopped publishing them. This info is in answer to a num- 
ber of inquiries, notably from the college kids who had been follow- 
ing this information in Variety but suddenly missed it. 

Disk makers were supposed to supply the info, accurately, and the 
department was revived in this paper at their request, But it was 
soon discovered that their ‘best sellers’ constituted what were to be 
the forthcoming releases. Asked how come, the phonograph com- 
panies aver that their best-selling was determined by advance orders 
on this or that fave artist, without regard to the title of-the songs or 
their superior manner of recording. 

Since it’s always been the quality of the number, after ji 
market, that determines a true norm for measurement in 
listing of best sellers was summarily dropped by Vartery. 
also the first reason given the diskers as to why their 
selling lists are deemed a gag. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Jack Robbins had contracts all drawn up for Al Dubin to resume an old 
writing partnership with Joe Burke and go under the 20th Century-Fox 
banner when Dubin’s present partner, Harry Warren, put in a long dis- 
tance phone call from Hollywood. Warren told Dubin, who was in Florida 
at the time recovering from a medical going over that he better accept 
his renewal from Warner Bros. right away because the studios were talk- 
ing about clipping songwriter salaries. 

Dubin advised WB that he was remaining with it, leaving Robbins with 
nothing but souvenirs of a deal that didn’t hatch. Burke and Dubin were 
among the first of Hollywood songwriting teams. 


t's on the 
Sales, the 

This is 
psuedo-best 














Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. has obtained the rights to ‘Yancey Special,’ 
the swing novelty which attracted the attention of band leaders after Bob 
Crosby had recorded it for Decca, and assigned them to the S- B subsid, 
the Skidmore Music Co. Shapiro-Bernstein located the writer of ‘Yancey,’ 
Meade Lux Lewis, ex-car washer, in Chicago, following extensive adver- 
tising for him in Afro-American newspapers. Famous Music Corp. and 
Warner Bros.’ publishing interests were also looking for Lewis at the time. 

Lewis had left the number with Decca and some time later 
agreed to use it for the other side of one of his recordings, 
now claiming back royalties from Decca, 


Crosby 
Shapiro is 


as a stunt on his Alemite radio commercial frankly 
56-year-old songwriter had difficulty getting music 
publishers’ ears, he then performed her waltz composition, ‘Ti-Pi-Tin’ (lyric 
by Raymon Leveen). That did get the ears of Chester Cohn and Jack 
Bregman of Feist’s which now has a hit on its hands, having sold 50,000 
copies in three weeks or so. Mme. Griever, Mexican vocal coach, had 
one fair song, ‘What a Difference a Day Makes’ published by Marks, but 
otherwise had to have her%stuff privately printed in the main. Delaportal 
published ‘Ti-Pi-Tin’ originally, although she owned the copyright and 
transferred it to Feist. 


When Horace Heidt, 
told how Maria Griever, 


David Hoffman, mentioned in last week's issue in connection with ‘I Love 
to Whistle,’ song from the new Deanna Durbin pic, “Mad About Music,’ is 
no relation to the David Hoffman in the New York cast of ‘Brother Rat.’ 
however, has a songwriting brother, Al Hoffman, who by 
coincidince did a musical comedy called ‘This'll Make You Whistle,’ pro- 
duced in London during 1936. He also composed the tunes for ‘Going 
Greek,’ another tuner which opened last September and is still running in 
the West End. 


Robbins Music Corp. has acquired the rights to the copyright renewals 
of all Henry R. Stern’s compositions. Stern, who wrote under the name of 
S. R. Henry, specialized in instrumental novelties, of which ‘Indianola’ and 
‘By Heck’ are samples. 

Copyrights to the ‘Henry’ tunes are now controlled by E. B. Marks, 
with the purchase years ago of the publishing firm, Joseph W. Stern & Co. 
Henry was Joseph's brother and partner, 


NEGRO BAND 0 DEAL COLD | DRUMMERS SALUTED 
Ed Fox Objected on Behalf of Farl. BY WHISKEY BRAND 


Hines, Fletcher Henderson 
Part of Benton & Bowles agency’s 
'new publicity drive for Calvert 
Whiskey's Old Drum brand is a 
series of giveaways to country’s ace 
dance band drummers. Boys get 
miniature gold drums for their ac- 
complishments. 
Number one of the recipents was 
Horace Heidt’s rhythm beater Bernie 








Ambitions of Joe Glaser of Rock- 
well-O’Keefe office to corner colored 
bands around town were stymied 
this week when deals with Moe Gale 
and Consolidated Radio Artists were 


Stymie came when Gale and CRA 
| walked. Ed Fox in Chicago, Glaser’s 
| former partner, didn’t want his Earl 
Hines and Fletcher Henderson tied 








eggt A "Seat thee | /up that way. CRA reps him in east. Mattinson. Received his at Biltmore 
drigues), a currently favorite tango | Cale has Chick Webb, Teddy Hitt, | hotel New York, March 11, where 
conga, this time done more legit in | Erskine Hawkins and the Savoy Sul- crew Is appearing. Emory Kenyon 
the Latin flavor. Menendez started | tans. of Hal Kemp’s aggregation is next 
the rhumba version of ‘Bei Mir’ at! Entrance of Music Corp. of Amer- in line with Gene Krupa, et al, about 
,the Stork Club and it’s already a jeg into field on large scale with pos- | 2 dozen in all, also due. 
omnes See nOVeNy idea. | sibility of takeover of Irving Mills | 

Another disk novelty is Victor | attractions, including Cab Calloway | 


and Duke Ellington is believed to 
Mills 


has already talked to Bill Goodheart, 


Gene Krupa with MCA 





N. Y. v.-p. of MCA, who is in touch | After dickering with Rockwell- 
with prexy J. C. Stein on the Coast. | O’Keefe, Gene Krupa, who was a 
feature with Benny Goodman, 





| sigene wi si ‘or 
RITZ-CARLTON WARM | pent mA cies cena P Py 


' 


‘I Never Knew,’ Br. | 


Wilson | 


Machaud will personally rep Krupa, 
Machaud also handles Tommy 
Dorsey and Bunny Berigan, work- 

ling through MCA. 

| Krupa has auditioned Joe Haymes 


TO TAKE NEGRO BAND 


Deal in the works lor Chick Webb | 





to go into th itz-Carlic > | , , 

Bo a + Ae ta Rit © on lton hotel, |crew as his prospective orchestra. 
es _ a . h ~ cure Levagai's Haymes is also responsible for 

_ ae - . re he was recently re-| Tommy Dorsey’s crew. Has a pen- 

newed. 0ssibl som i j . # are ? 
restos —y ome cme in | chant for peddling what he has built 


|'Considered one of ace musician 


Will be third time any Back Bay 





own combo; Goodman has two, the) hostelry has gone for Negro attrac. | @2¢herer-uppers. 

major band and the Quartet: Lionc! tic b! re . . 

Hampton, the other colored member | ‘10? Noble Sissle and Count Basie 

of the foursome with Wilson. on oc-|2t Same spot last year. Effect of Ken Martin, former musical direc- 
easion vibes for Victor; and Gene | Basie’s poor showing has to be/tor at station WWSW in Pittsburgh, 
Krupa, since resigned from Good-| broken down to cinch booking which | has set his cocktail trio at the Hotel 


i man, is another newcomer leader, 


is beginning to look good. 


| Henry in Pittsburgh. 
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MUSIC—DANCE TOURS 


VARIETY 4t 











| 15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 





*Thanks for the Memory 
*Whistle While You Work 
There’s a Gold Mine in the Sky 
*Heigh-Ho 
I Double Dare You .. 
iatie EE jac. cicc'an oeeneee 
Dipsy Doodle ........ 
Goodnight, Angel ,... 
Ten Pretty Girls ,.. 
SEU GEY PUN BR ich dics dna ose esas’ 
+I Can Dream, Can’t I?..... 
*Sweet As a Song falewd 
*On the Sentimental Side .. 
Sail Along, Silvery Moon 
*Moon of Manakoora 

* Indicates filmusical song. 





(Week ending March 12, 1938) 


eeeereereeeee 


t Indicates stage production seng. 
The others are pops. 


i 


Paramount 
.. Berlin 
Berlin 
Berlin 
Shapiro 
Feist | 
Lincoln 
Berlin 
Crawford 
Crawford | 
Marlo 
Robbins 
Select 

Select 
Kalmar-Ruby 


ee 


cose eee reeseereeees 


re ee ee 








Red Nichols started a series of 
name bands into the El Patio Ball- 
room, Frisco. Swing fans in the bay 
city organized the Esquire Club in 
an effort to get more outstanding 
bands to play at this dancerie. Fu- 
ture prospects include Bennie Good- 
man, Tommy Dorsey, Jimmy Grie1 
and Glen Gray. 


Chick Webb stays four more weeks 
on his first ofay nitery date at Le- 
vaggis in Boston, Exits April 7. 

Larry Clinton band into 
land Casino, N. Y., May 26. 


Glen Is- 


Mal Hallett set for Playland, Rye 


Beach, N. Y., June 10. 

D’Artega making transcriptions for 
Muzak 

Dell and Hamory band, Meyer: 
Davis unit, holdover at the Com- 


Lounge, Binghamton, N. Y. 


munity 


Wayne King’s theatre tour hits 
Earle, Washington, April 22; Hippo- 
drome, Baltimore, 29; Earle, Phila- 


delphia, May 6; Stanley, Pittsburgh, 
13, and Palace, Cleveland, 20. 


Clyde Lucas preems at Beverly 
Hills, C. C.. April 1 for four weeks. 
Has an NBC wire. Jack Denny pre- 
cedes Lucas. 


Carl Freed’s harmonica crew being 
handled by Rockwell-O’Keefe now. 

Al Donahue booked for Roosevelt 
hotel, N. Y., opening March 25. 





Charles Richter, formerly enter- 
tainment manager for Drake hotel, 
Chicago, now with Rockwell band 
department. 


inate 
CRA will book Elitch’s Gardens, | 


Denver, exclusively for this sum- 
mer’s bookings. Terrace Beach club, 





On the Upbeat 


Virginia Beach, Va., also signed by | 
CRA for hot spell. Lanf Thompson 
hits latter first. Blue Barron follows. 


; nana | 
Teddy Hill bows at Roseland ball- | 


room, 3rooklyn, N. Y April 16 
Willy Bryant follows Hill at Savoy 
ballroom, in Harlem, N. Y. C. 


Lang Thompson stavs at Black- | 
stone hotel, Ft. Worth, Tex., until | 
March 24. | 


Romany Trio open at Statler ho- 
tel, Detroit, March 14 for CRA. Sec- 
ond Statler booking for CRA. They 
follow Three Noblemen., 


Gray Gordon into Merry Gardens | 
ballroom, Chicago, March 17 for i 
weeks 


Ferde Grofe preparing for his} 
guest conducting of RCA Magic Key 
show March 20, and for second con- 
cert at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., March 


- ' 


25 


Earl Hines plays Temple Roof, | 
Baton Rouge, La., April 18. | 
Russ Morgan's new ditties ‘Mem- | 


phis Chatter,’ ‘Garden Dance,’ ‘Flow- | 


er of Dawn’ and ‘Chasing a Mouse, |} 
published by Robbins and recorded 
by Brunswick this week. Uses four 
plece combo. 

Lee Morse has completed six sides 
for Decca and gets in from Chez} 


Ami, Buffalo, for a N. Y. nitery date 
this week. Flew in to make platters. | 


iN. Y., 


| 


Weldon orchestra 
last week. 


into Armando’s, 





William Farmer returns to Prome- 
nade Cafe, Radio City, N. Y., June 14, 
for third consecutive season. 





Irving Siegel's crew located at Pine | 
Inn nitery, Hollywood, Fla., for the | 
season. | 





Dean Hudson's Florida Clubmen 
have a Yankee Network and a Co- 
lonial Network wire from the Nor- 
mandie Ballroom, Boston. 


Blue Barren to make a Warner 
short and Victor recordings. 


Duke Ellington to record score for 


new Cotton Club show, which he 

wrote entirely, for Brunswick 
King’s Jester’s get their first Mu- 

tual net break from William Penn 


hotel, Pittsburgh. 


Joe Haymes moved into New Penn, 
Pittsburgh, March 11, for four-week 
stay, replacing Carl (Deacon) Moore. 
Placed by Joe Hiller for CRA 


Larry Clinton has been booked to 
open at the Glen Island Casino, Pel- 
ham, N. Y., May 26, through Rock- 
well-O’ Keefe 


returns to William 
Pittsburgh, March 
28, for an indefinite stay, replacing 
King’s Jesters, who move to Rain- 
bow Grill in New York 


Lawrence Welk 
Penn Hotel Grill, 


Jan Fredrics at Boulevard Tavern, 
Elmhurst, L. I, N. Y. Also gets a 


;}spot at forthcoming World's Fair. 


Larry Lee into Peabody hotel, 
Memphis replacing Jack Crawford. 


Paul Pendarvis succeeded 


14. CBS wires spot. 


Billie Holliday has quit Count 
Basie’s band for Artie Shaw's 


crew 
as vocalist. 

Kay Weber has exited the singer 
spot with Bob Crosby's band. 

Lionel Hampton being  proposi- | 
‘tioned by Joe Glaser and Rockwell- 
O'Keefe to form own crew He’s | 
vibraphonist with the Benny Good- 


man quartet 


Louis Prima orchestra renewed at 


‘the Famous Door, N. Y. 


Jack Bain’s orchestra has opened 
an indefinite engagement in Desert | 
hotel Roundup Room nitery, Spo- | 
kane, 
| 

Sande Williams and Mischa Ragin- | 
sky orchestra renewed at Hotel As- | 
tor, N. Y. Albert Malanga orchestra 
into the Garbo restaurant, N. 
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RADIO CITY REVELS 
GOODNIGHT, ANGEL 


THERE'S A NEW MOON OVER THE OLD MILL 
TAKE A TIP FROM THE TULIP 


SWINGIN’ IN THE CORN 
HEART 


SPEAK YOUR 





A Flock o” Hits from 


“SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS” 


ONE SONG 


HEIGH-HO! (The Dwarfs’ Marching Song) 
SOME DAY MY PRINCE WILL COME 


WITH A SMILE AND A 
WHISTLE WHILE YOU 
THE SILLY SONG 


BLUDDLE-UDDLE-UM-DUM 


The “Home on the Range” of This Generation 


THERE'S A GOLD MINE IN THE SKY 
HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


(THE OWARFS' YODEL SONG) 


| 


The Greates Score in Years | 
By Magidson and Wrubel 





SONG 
WORK 


“ 


(the Dwarfs’ 
Washing Some) 

















| Detroit, 


Eddie Duchin, checking out of the 
L. A. Cocoanut Grove March 2], will 
do a series of one-nighters along the 
Coast before starting his engagement 
at the Palmer House, Chihcago. 





Rita Rio plays Michigan 
March 25 for week. 
April 2 she moves to New 
hotel, Albany, N. Y., for 
with NBC wires. 


theatre, 
On 
Kenmore 

location 


Ann James Melodears, cocktailers, 
set at Tavern, Steubenville, O.; 
Opened March 14. 


Lou Breese stays at Nicollet hotel, 
Minneapolis, for four more weeks 
starting March 20 

| 

Harry Horlick set to record for 

‘ " | 
Decca via CRA. | 


GIRL BAND BOOKER 


MAY GO WM. MORRIS 


Frances Foster (nee Fishman) has 
secured a band booking license num- 
ber 1929 and has opered her own of- 


fices. She quit Sam Stiefel’s office 
i|this week where she went from | 
|Radio Orchestra Corp., lerneniy | 
known as the Orchestra Corp. of 


to Frank and | 
formerly head of 


America. She is 
Ed Fishman, latte: 


siste! 


ROC and now with Consolidated 
Radio Artists. i 
Girl-booker’s roster includes per- 


sonal of Blanche Callow ay, 


repping 


| Paul Tremaine and Jerry Livingston 


} Will do personal repping mostly. 

| Also has a deal on with the Wil- 
liam Morris office to go into latter's | 
‘new band department, but not to} 
head same. Morris office is now cons | 
sidering her proposition to come over | 
and bring in her bands as well 

| Lou Wolfson will probably head thi: 
'dept. for Morris 








Using Book-of-Month Principle RCA 


Ray Ventura in London 


Ray Ventura, regularly appearing 
at his own cafe in Paris, will fly to 
England on March 26 to appear with 


‘his orchestra at a special concert at 


the Odeon, Guildford, a suburb of 
London. Betty Allen, American 
singer with the outfit, will also make 
the trip 

Besides the Odeon date, Ventura 
will broadcast for British Broadcast- 


ing Corp. on March 28 and wind up 


with a recording stint for Columbia 
the following day (29) Fiforts are 
being made to have the broadcast 


short-waved to the U.S 


802 REPLY {5 
DUE FRIDAY 


Attorneys for Local 802, Associa- 
tion of Musicians of Greater New 
York, were given until Friday (18) 
to file briefs with Supreme Court 
| Justice Levy in answer to the suit 
brought by 11 of its members fo: 


|an injunction to stop the local from 
going through with the plan to hold 


its members to one engagement a 
'day. Plaintiffs claim move would 
be unfair to those who are mem- 


| bers of popular orchestras which do 
two and sometimes three 


ances daily, resulting in the mem- 


| bers receiving weekly incomes three 


and four times greater than the $55 


| which the resolution passed by the 
Jimmy | 
| Joy’s crew at Claridge hotel, March | 


local would allow. 

Attorneys for the local contend 
the resolution was adopted to aid 
| unemployed members who otherwise 
' would obtain work but for a few 
who are grabbing all the jobs 

Peter Tinturin and Jack Lawrence 
have been assigned by Republic to 
,cleff the song numbers for ‘Stormy 
Weather’ and ‘Sing Your Way Out.’ 


appear- | 


+ 





Victor Launches ‘Membership’ Drive 


Camden, N. J.. March 15 
Book of the Month Club idea will 
be employed by RCA Victor to boost 
sales of records. Thomas F. Joyce, 
advertising manager, explains 
motion centers around a unit named 
the Victor Record Society, for which 


pro- 


membership will be solicited at $6 
per annum. Joiners must purchase 
also $9 worth of Victor recordings 


to cash in on benefit: of membership. 
i a 
instrument 


includes the 
reproducing 


Latter 
brand 


receipt « 
new 


for radio attachment which lisis 

$14.95. Monthly bulletin, and a book 
entitled ‘The Music America Loves 
Best,’ as well as to ‘correspondence 
privilege or the right to request 
advice from the RCA Victor Director 


of Music, are added. 


Additional aspect, aimed at attract- 
ing a flow of steady 
provides that for purchases an- 
nually up to $60, made at the of 
$1 week minimum, mem- 
bers will receive a dividend of $1.50 
in Victor $15 out- 


Premium \ 


record custom- 
ers, 
rave 


a society 


records for e\ 


ery 


lay, il come OU Ol dei 


er's pocket n return for assurane 


of volume. 


Extensive plans 


e 
have been made 
by RCA Victor for publicizing the 
Victor Record Society. Include 
space in company’s ‘Listen’ of 
operative plans involving whole- 
salers and retailers, and through 
RCA Magic Key network broadcasts 
and 


CO- 


sectional programs, heard six 
nights a week over nine radio sta- 
tions. Streamers, displays, broad- 
sides, and a monthly dir mail 
| solicitation will also find a place in 


the promotion schedule. 


Company’s official optimist, trans- 
lating the Wilmington results, sug- 
vests national expectations of 120,- 
000 Victsr Record Society members, 
and $8,280,000 in Victor Record sales. 


BALTO’S RECORD OP SALE 


Baltimore, March 15 


Single seat sale for loca} Met Opera 


three-day season due Mcnday (21) 
resulted in an all-time record 
advance sale with $40,000 rolled up, 


Previous high, $18,000 
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By Gus Kaha, B. Kaper and W. Jurmenn 
From the MGM picture “Ee erybody Sing” 


AN OLD STRAW THAT 
By Mack Gordon ond Harry Res el 
From the 20th Ceatury-f ox Picture 


“Rebecca ol Sunnybrook Fam 


The 1 op Novelty Tune 
By Crus Kahu, \\ avine King ond Burke Bivens 
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WHO ARE WE TO SAY 
SHADOWS ON THE MOON 


GIRL OF THE GOLDEN WEST 
By Siqmund Romberg and Gas Kaha 
From the MGM picture “The Girl of the Golden West" 


ALWAYS AND ALWAYS 


By Bol Wright, Chet Forrest and Fdword Ward 
From the MGM picture “Mannequin” 


The Sensational Mexican Waltz Song 


Music and Spanish Lyric by Maria Grewer 
English Lyric by Raymond Leveen 
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Theatrical 


Wardrobe Union Opens 


| 


Drive to Organize Niteries in N. Y. 


Theatrical Wardrobe Attendants 
Union, local 16770, is starting a 
drive to organize niteries this week. 
Hotels with floor shows will also be 
hit. 

Union heads will meet 
Whitehead, prez of American 
eration of Actors, to outline plans 
for cooperative action. Wardrobers 
sav they do not want to force extra 
hea ry costs on close-margin nitery 
operators, but will 
tively for whatever spots can afford 

So far they have only two New 
York niteries—the Casa Manana and 


the International Casino with eight 


, } . 
bargain collec- 


members in former and five in latter. 
Paradise will come into fold when 
new show opens March 20, union 


states. All other niteries believed 
able to afford the wardrobers will be 
picketed on refusal to join. 

Union has about 300 members in 
the New York chapter, about 120 of 
whom are working. 
flops this season reason employment 
has been so irretular. Sceneryless 
plays and_ small-cast 
have hurt, too, so union decided to go 
out after other fields. Has all legits, 
except Yiddish theatres downtown, 
which have separate union. Incur- 
sion into Broadway of Yiddish thea- 
tres has prompted a meeting in 
couple of weeks of two unions for 
some understanding. 


Theatrical Costume Workers, local | 
21313, also started drive Monday (14) | 
allied | 


to line up its workers and 
branches. Both unions are American 
Federation of Labor affiliates. 


Richman, Durante Due 


For Chi’s Chez Paree | 


Chicago, March 15. 
Harry Richman returns to the 
Chez Paree nitery for three. weeks 
starting April 1. 





Jimmy Durante, slated for six 
weeks, will follow. 
WATCH FOR ME 
Hollywood, March 15. 
Dub Taylor, vaudevillian, has 


been signed by Frank Capra for a 
part in Columbia’s picturization of 
*You Can’t Take It With You.’ 
Role marks 
Oklahoma comic. 


Bell's 
Hawaiian 
Follies 


WEEK MARCH 18 
PALACE, CLEVELAND 


Mgt. BOB HICKS PAGE 
314-21st Avenue 
ALTOONA, PA, 











Ralph | 
Fed- | 


Quick B’way | 


productions | 


film debut for the | 











'COMM'R MOSS FAVORS 
NEW AGENCY STATUTE 


Dave’s Blue Room Pinch | 


For After 4 A.M. Seiing | 


Dave Kleckner, who onverates the | 
nitery, Dave’s Blue Room, 791} 
Seventh ave., is scheduled to appear 


|in Special Sessions court, N. Y., to | 


| . . 
|answer the charge of selling liquor 


after hours, Dave’s apparent down- 
fall was due indirectly to an un-| 
named girl acquaintance of Detective 
August Gunther. The officer met 


|the young woman at the Hotel New | 


Albany, March 15. 

N. Y. License Commissioner Paul 
Moss, appearing before the Senate 
finance committee Monday (14), ; 
urged the regulation of radio and 
chain booking offices The license 
commissioner’s first appearance of 
;this nature was in connection with | 
the hearing held by this committee 
on the Ostertag-Howard and: Feld 
bills affecting employment agencies. 
These measures would place the 
jurisdiction of agencies under the 


of Industrial Commissioner 
However, by terms of the 
proposed legislature, 
radio broadcasting booking 
operated or controlled by a corpora- 
tion which itself or through sub- 
sidiaries or affiliates owns or oper- 
ates 20 or more theatres, or a net- 
| work system of radio 
or television including 
would be exempt from 
i sions of the bills. 

Commissioner 


control 
Andrews. 


offices, 


the provi- 


Moss feared that 


theatrical or } 


| 


| without regulations the chains would | 


set up their own booking offices and 
many evils would result that would 
eventually have to be regulated. 

While these bills are of 
tance, if passed, to the smaller book- 
ing agents, the usual apathy of the 
amusement field was evidenced. Rep- 
resentatives of employment agen- 
cies, nurses associations, business 
schools and various other 
| fields spoke on the bills, but not a 
single representative of the amuse- 
ment field appeared in opposition. 
The opponents of the bills were mar- 
|shalled by Mrs. Sarah Atwood, pres- 
| ident of the Metropolitan Associa- 
ition of Employment Agencies. 
|George Meaney, of the State Fed- 
eration of Labor, sponsors of the 
bills, was in charge of the propo- 
nents. 


'ZaSu Pitts Asks $4,000 


For Eastern Personals 
ZaSu Pitts being offered for vaude 
personals in the east by Curtis & 
Allen agency. Asking $4,000 a week. 
Comedienne, who proposes to do a 
| single in four-a-day, is now on the 
| Coast and will not come to New 
York until bookings are set. 











LOSES RUM LICENSE 


Philadelphia, March 15, 

License of the Ubangi Club here 
| was revoked Friday (11) by the State 
' Liquor Control Board. Harvey Lock- 
|man, nitery’s operator, which runs 
| hot colored shows, was charged with 
|refilling liquor bottles and selling 
|after hours. He immediately ap- 
'pealed. Until the case is heard, he 
| will remain open, 

| Lockman was acquitted of refilling 
| bottles by a jury several weeks ago. 
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SIDNEY H. 
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PIERMONT 
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impor- | 


affected | 


FOR CHORUS GOVERNING 


broadcasting | 
recordings, | 


Yorker early one morning last week 
and she suggested having a drink. It 
was after 4 a.m., time for closing, but 
she suggested going to Dave's place. 
claimed couple had no 
obtaining stimulants at 


It is the 
trouble in 
4:30 a.m 


The officer decided to do his duty 


and placed Dave Kleckner and two 
employees under arrest, charged 
with violating the ABC law. In West 


Side Court Magistrate Dreyer dlis- 
charged the two employees but held 
Dave in $500 for trial in Special 
Sessions. 


AFA GETS FORMAL OKAY: 


Formal charter covering jurisdic- 
tion of chorus members in vaude- 
ville and night clubs has been 
awarded the American Federation of 
Actors. Action was taken by the 
national board of the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America at a 
regular meeting in New York, Mon- 
day (14). 

Before receiving the award, AFA 
heads definitely agreed to the final 


conditions governing the Four A’s | 
|decision. Jurisdiction had _ previ- | 
|ously been held by the Chorus 
Equity Assn., but was taken from | 
|that body after a long and bitter | 
fight. AFA already represents 





} 
| 


} 
| 


principals in the vaude and nitery 
field. 





Theatre Authority 
Curbs Chi Benefits 


Chicago, March 15. 

Hotel niteries using their variety 
acts to work gratis at benefits in the 
hotel have been notified by Alan Co- 
relli, Theatre Authority head, that 
the practice is forbidden according 
to TA rules. 

Since establishment of a TA office 
in Chicago, the outlaw benefits have | 
been curtailed considerably. 











Howards Due March 24 
At the Versailles, N. Y. 


Willie and Eugene Howard go into 
the Versailles, N. Y., nitery, on 
March 24 for two weeks, 

Their last Manhattan night club 
date was also at the Versailles, mak- 
ing a fornight stand there in March, 
1936, 





Philly’s New Cafes 


Philadelphia, March 15. 

Philadelphia nitery field to be 
crowded with two reopenings within 
next week-and-a-half. Evergreen 
Casino, swanky suburban hotchery, 
will light tomorrow (16) night after 
being closed for seveial months. 

Mario Villani. former manager of 
Ritz-Carlton nitery and of the! 
Anchorage, will put on the shows. 
Spot owned by Harold Larzalere, ex- 
auto racer. 








Detroit’s Swing Battle 


Detroit, March 15, 
Michigan theatre has skedded 
‘Battle of Swing’ for its stage offer- 
ing starting March 25, 


—— —= 


Nitery Reviews 





Blue Fountain Room 
(LASALLE HOTEL, CHL.) 


Chicago, March 13. 
Marjorie Whitney and Dictators 
Orch. 


Marjorie Whitney used to be with 


the King’s Jesters and established 
herself in this room during more 


than a year with that aggregation. 
She is back in this spot now witha 


BLUE ROOM 


(ROOSEVELT HOTEL, N. O.) 


New Orleans, March 13. 
Ethel Shutta, Enrico & 
Bachelor Quartet, Ran Wilde orch, 


Seymour Weiss has assembled a 
show with plenty of genuine enter- 
tainment to lure the natives and 
Carnival visitors. 

Topping is Ethel Shutta, 
doesn’t let her audience 
any time with her songs. 
giv> her a big palm. 

Enrico and Norvello, dance team, 
are far superior than in former ap- 


down at 
Customers 


| pearance, Score heavily. The 
|Bachelor Quartet display a nice 
sense of harmony and present a 


takeoff on the WPA Escort Service 
that brings applause. 

Ran Wilde and his orchestra pro- 
vide the dance’ usic. Aggregation 
runs to the sw et and low type. In- 
dividuals from the orchestra present 
several novelty numbers which hit 
the spot. Liuzza, 


NIXON CAFE 


(PITTSBURGH) 


Pittsburgh, March 13. 
Herman Middleman orch, Harry 


| Stevens, Patsy Ogden, Rene & Char- 


lotte Ayres, Willie Solar, 2 Georges, 
Angelo Di Palma. 





Tight little show and as good as 


anything that’s being peddled around | 
| here in the nitery belt. 


the most part of standard vaude acts 
and m.c.’d briskly by Harry Stevens, 
it’s 45 minutes of fast, zingy enter- 
tainment, with Stevens of endless as- 
sistance. 


Highlighting are 2 Georges, male 


team of hoofers, who have a lot of | 


reminiscent stuff, all good and over | 
big here. Some of their opening | 
comedy might be shaved but it's a 
pushover for the boys when they go 


into their French wooden soldier |= 


pantomime clog. | 

Patsy Ogden, cute redheaded trick, | 
has nothmg new in taps, but gets by | 
easily in her simple routines. Willie | 
Solar’s doing the same old stuff, in- | 
cluding his ‘Huckleberry Pie’ and the | 
vocal calisthenics, but not to the 
same returns, Just manages to get | 
over here; in vaude it was different. | 
Rene and Charlotte Ayres, he a sleek 
Latin type and she a_ smartly-| 
groomed blonde, are first-rate with 
their ballroomology. Colorfu]/| 
rhumba opens them; then a South | 
American fantasy for a corking fin- 
ish. Angelo Di Palma, husky oper- 
atic tenor, a fixture here. Now in 


third consecutive year and they still 





Atlantic City’s Sapolio 


Winter season for Atlantic City is 
the worst the resort has experienced 
in years. 

Cause of the biz chill is ascribed 
largely to the recent G-men’s clean- 





Besides Eduard Werner’s pit band, 
engaging in musical battle will be 
| Rita Rio and her all-girl ork and 
| Happy Felton's band. 








| Paradise’s New Show 
| Bunny Berigan’s orchestra heads 


i tie new show opening at the Para- 
| dise restaurant, N. Y., Sunday (20), 

| Acts include Lionel Rand and his 
| boys, Barbara Parks, Liberto and 
| Owens, Alan Carney, McNallie Sis- 
ters, Grand Quartet and Jonny Coy. 


BOSTON CURFEW REQUEST 
Boston, March 15. 
are seeking exten- 
) tion of the 1 am. liquor curfew. 
Tom Maren, manager of the Pent- 
| house and Dinty Moore's restaurant. 
led the plea before the state legal 
committee at a recent hearing, 


Local niteries 


Nitery owners are asking a 2 a.m. | 


curfew for liquor sales, 


| resort. Vice and gambling sapolio 
| has caused plenty of convention can- 
| cellations. 


| AFRIQUE TO ENGLAND 


| Afrique, British mimic, whose last 


|American engagement was at the 
Rainbow Room, N.Y., sailed sud- 
'denly for England last week, ac- 
companied by his manager, Bobby 
Goodman. 

| Set for a six-week stay abroad 


and returns latter part of April prior 
{to a South American tour. 


Norvello, | 


who | 


Made up for | 


Also Cleans Out Patrons | 


up of the formerly wide-open shore | 


| won't let him off without at least 
| half a dozen songs. 

Herman Middleman’s dansapation 
| of a high order and getting better, 
| Stevens has the mob with him so 

whole-heartedly that he gets ’em t5 
| join in a flock of rousing community 
| sings to his crack banjo accompani- 
ment. Nixon’s still getting that 
four-bit couvert—only spot in town 
not operating on a minimum check 
policy—but nobody's complaining, 
Cohen, 


PENTHOUSE 


(BRADFORD HOTEL, BOSTON; 


Boston, March 13. 
Lee Elliott Orch, Paul : 
Hayes, Haig & Howe, Phil Bayon, 
Natalie & Darnelle, and 18 Girls. 


Marin 


Tom Maren’s Art Models Revue is 


|new group, and is still a clever 
show-woman. 
Miss Whitney hasn‘’t much of a 
voice but she more than makes up| 
for any deficiency there with loads | 
of personality. She gives plenty of | 
show, dancing, songs, gags and a 
shot at hoofing Her terping isn’t | 
technically good, but it seems okay 
for she sells it well 
Dictators are a good five-piece 
band that has plenty of novelty. 
Come forth with musical novelties | the town’s most lavish show, first 
that make up a nifty 50-minute|time in Boston niterydom that a 
show It's all very intimate and | four-week show has been set Nut’s 
| plenty entertaining Hat ' 


big and so is the cast. Business good, 

Outstanding is the adagio team, 
Natalie and Darnelle, who are class 
1A. Paul Marin creates faces from 
| letters of the alphabet and numbers 
from 1 to 100. Then crayons faces 
|of customers on the bare backs of the 
girls. Entertaining stuff. 

Comedianing of Hayes, Haig and 
Howe is flimsy. Only amusing bit is 
their participation in the gaggeg up 
| version of the cage for drunks idea, 
| instituted by Mayor William E. Kane, 
of Woburn. 

Phil Bayon’s worbling warms up 
as the show moves on. He does a 
good job to the click production 
|numbers, ‘Girl on a Magazine Cover,’ 
|‘You Gotta Have Girls’ and ‘You're 
My Model.’ Ponies (12) are okay, 
although six paraders need doctor- 
ing on strutting. 

Charles Elbey produced. Show's 
ambitious and can be shaped into a 
nifty. Norm 


BILL GREEN’S 


(PITTSBURGH) 


Pittsburgh, March 13 
| Leighton Noble’s orch, Edith Cald- 
well & Chick Floyd. 

Bill Green’s, 10 miles from heart of 
downtown, is one of the most suc- 
cessful operations of its kind in this 
section. Started a few years ago ase 
modest little barbecue stand, it’s now 
an enormous dine-and-dance spot 
that can accommodate 1,000 couples. 
Also has an outside terraced garden 
for warm months with a like 
capacity. 

Green has a knack for picking 


(Continued on page 55) 





“ALWAYS WORKING” | 


AL. ROBERTS 


March 11—Rialto T., Danville, Va. 
15—Wilson T., Wilson, N. €. 
16—Center T., Rocky Mt., N.C. 
17—Paramount T., Goldsboro, 


ee Gn 
18, 19—State T., Raleigh, N. ©. 
21, 22—National T., Greensbore, 
N.C. 














CLARK DENNIS 
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DONALD STEWART 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 
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PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














BACK HOME AGAIN 


DOLLY KAY 


ROYALE FROLICS, CHICAGO 
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Girl Ice Skaters Wanted at 
Once for Skating Ballet 


Only ice show 
Also inter- 
Send pic- 

All com- 
confidence. 


For immediate production. 
that will tour all year around 

ested in novelty ice performers. . 
tures and full particulars, at once. 
munications handled in strictest 


Send to: 


IRVING JAFFEE 


300! Monument Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 














RUTH 


WEEK MARCH 4 


CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 





SONG INDIVIDUALIST 


Exclasive Management: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


PETTY 


WEEK MARCH 11 
ORPHEUM, OMAHA 


with 
BENNY MEROFF UNIT 














i March 16, 1938 








Int ] Casino on Bway Needs Capital, 


Despite $30,000 





The International Casino, on 
Broadway, making some _ $30,000 
clear profit on its operations since 
opening early last fall, is currently 
experiencing a need for additional 
capital. 
the BMO Corp. (Louis J. Brecker, 
Joe Moss and George Olsen, whose 
initials are represented in the cor- 
porate name) is handling the details 
for issuance of more preferred stock, 
chiefly to its present holders. Idea 
is to float additional ready cash 
nce the amortization of an invest- 
ent which has run in excess of 
$600,000 been constantly 
ing the cash reserve, 

The International, 
nite) has 
week, and 


has 


newest of the 

been grossing $50,000 a 
better some weeks, but 
that’s what the place needs to break 

The original plans called for a 
$225,000 to $250,000 investment 
which the amortization over a two- 
year period cculd well have taken 
care of. But with the nut running 
up to $600,000, the steady cash drain 
to pay off the investment left the 
ement in an increasingly 
cash flux every month. 

Idea now to extend the repay- 
ment of loans, first preferred stock 
(which includes many dealers), etc., 
and readjust the overhead. 

Meantime, a notice is up for April 
©. At that time the Music Corp. 
America, whose president, J. 


i€ 


< 


manag 
lower 


IS 


, 


Stein, originally put in $15,000 cash 
as a loan, may book in its Interna- 


tional Ice Revue, a portable rink | 
show, headed by Maribel Vinson. | 
Georgie Hale staged it and it’s cur- 
rently playing the vaudfilmers. 


Another idea is to 
or three production numbers, 
were crowded out of the current 


Pierre Sandrini-Jacques Charles re- 


Jerome Wilzin, attorney for | 


drain- } 


of | 


resurrect two | 
which | 


+ 


A Held in N. 0. Theft 


New Orleans, March 15. 
Four men were arrested here Wea- | 
nesday (9) and charged with robbing 
| $250 from an employee of the Orien- 
| tal nitery, Hourma, La., at the point 
of a gun. 
but were 
operator 





identified 
lub, 


by J. H. Page, 


of the « and three of his 


employees as the burglars. 

Those held are Otto Claus, San An- 
tonio: Walter Proctor, Dallas: Hor- 
ace Trepagnier and James Dono van, 


locals, 


PA. AGENT LAW 
TTING TEST 
IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 15. 

First charges against a booker 
brought in Pennesylvania under its 
jnew law governing agents were 
heard last Wednesday (9) by the 
Department of Labor and Industry. 
Accusations were brought by Tom 
i Kelly, biz agent of United Enter- 
tainers Assn., against Eddie Saks, 
local agent. 

Kelly claimed that Saks contracted 
Niki Nikolai into Dutkin’s 
skeller for two weeks 
laid off after the first 
Kelly 
for 


ga 


Femme was 


the second session's salary, 


vue, ‘Bravo,’ and refurbish the | amounting to $30. 
Frenchy girl show as a summer | Saks declared that he had a writ- 


divertissement until Sandrini-Charles 

bring over a new production in the 

fall. If the latter idea obtains, which 
(Continued on page 45) 


HITCH IN H’WOOD, N. Y., 
DEAL WITH BECKER 


No deal for the ~— of the Hol- 
lying restaurant, N. Y., premises has 
yet been set acen negotiations be- 
tween Joseph Becker, former De- 
troit nitery operator, and the Cen- 
tra] Hanover Bank, trustee for the 
Juilliard estate, landlord, were con- 
tinued last week. Understood that 
prospective tenant wishes certain 
concessions 
mer months, and that this has been 
holding up final inking of the lease. 


This calls for rental starting at | 
aled | 
up to $60,000 the fourth and fifth | 


€50,000 for the first two years sc 


years. 





Grove, L. A. Nitery, Signs 


Bergen, Lamour and Kay 


Los Angeles, March 15. 

Heaviest talent payroll in years 
has been booked by Ambassador's 
Cocoanut Grove for a stretch starting 
March 22, when Edgar’ Bergen, 
Herbie Kay's orchestra, Dorothy La- 
mcur and Alec Templeton, blind 
pianist and composer, take over. Miss 
Lamour is Mrs. Kay. 

‘ Deal for Bergen calls for Tuesday 
end Thursday nights. Following 
Kay, whose run is indefinite, Grove 
will bring in Leo Reisman, Freddy 
Martin and Wayne King. 





Spanky’s Loew Time 


Spanky McFarland, ‘Our Gang’ 
youngster, booked for some New 
England Loew time that is regularly 
ftraight-film. Plays four Connecti- 
cut towns, Meriden, New Haven, 
Waterbury and Bridgeport, on suc- 
cessive days, starting March 24. 

Prefacing the Loew dates will be 
four days in Hartford, opening March 
17. Teamed with McFarland will be 
Jack Pepper. 


LYNCH SETS PHILLY DEAL 
Philadelphia, March 15. 

Jack Lynch, Phildelphia nitery op, 
has taken over Walton Hotel Roof 
after several weeks of dickering for 
a Jiqucr license. Readying for preem 
March 25, with Belle Baker headlin- 
ing. 

Lynch settled his license troubles 
by an agreement with the _ hotel 
whereby he will use its license until 
May 1 and will then seek to acquire 
his own. 


Ss 


in the terms for the sum- | 


ten order from the nitery and thus 
it was Dutkin and not he who was 
responsible for the extra week’s 
|salary. He had forgotten to bring 
|}the order with him, however, he 
| said . Dewey Coates, chief of licens- 
ing and enforcement for the Labor 


and Industry Department, gave him 
a week to produce the written or- 
der. If he is able to show it, suit 
for the salary due will be brought | 
|against the Rathskeller. 


‘MAE WEST’S $41,250 


FOR 39 CLEVE. SHOWS)» me Pig Joa 





Cievaiend. March 15. 


all of the RKO Palace’s records hay- 
wire last week, grossing $41,250, of 
which she took 50%, setting a 
record for number of personals by 
any Hollywood name in one week. 

| Actress did six-a-day over week- 


‘39 performances in one week. Film 
is Miss West's ‘Every Day’s a Holi- 
day’ (Par) 
| Mae West has 
of personals added to her original 
tour. She is down for a week in 
Milwaukee, March 25, the subse- 
quent stanza in Minneapolis, Loew’s 
State, N.Y., April 21; and Keith's, 
Boston, April 28. 

William Morris agency booked. 





Attach Fats Waller 
| Philad datehte. March 15. 
| Fats Waller’s salary for his ap- 


‘pearance at the Earle theatre here 


The four denied the holdup | 


a Month Profit 
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Jackie Cooper Repeats 
For Eastern Personals 


Jackie. Cooper, upon winding up 
‘White Banners,’ Warner Bros. film, 
comes east again for more personal- 
ing. Recently played three 
around the Atlantic coast. Follow- 
up dates are three days at the Palace, 
Stamford, opening March 25; a week 
at the Earle, Philadelphia, April 1, 


and the subsequent stanza at the 
| Stanley, Pittsburgh. 

Bobby Crawford handling, with 
Curtis & Allen in on the agenting 
|deal, setting the bookings in New 
fork, 


| 





Rath- | 


week and | 
maintains Saks is responsible | 


| 


because of his blue 
ia single at the 


weeks | 
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DUNCAN SISTERS SLATED 


TO TEAM AGAIN ABROAD 


Rosetta Duncan sa from New 
York in about two weeks for vauds 
and nitery dates London 
Paris. Her sister, Vivian Duncan, ir 
London past couple of years, staal 
her in Paris to start team again 
Cancels Vivian’s plan for a singl 
act. 

They expect to open in Paris 
around March 28 for a couple of 
weeks. From there they go to Man- 
chester, England, opening April 18 
for eight weeks over Sir rehire 
Stoll’s circuit around Manchester 
and London at approximate ae 
weekly, 

In London, Vivian Duncan has 
been writing and booking acts. She 


also had a band that disbanded some | 


time ago since band was American. 


Question of quota. 


15 YEARS AGO e 


[ (From Variety and Clipper) 








Schildkraut’s ‘God of 
Vengeance’ drew 14 indictments for 
various participants on grounds of 
immorality. Playing at the Apollo. 

Hippodrome, N. Y., referred to as 
on its way out. Expected it would 
be torn down at the end of the cur- 
rent show. Still there. 


Rudolph 





Adelaide and Hughes at the N. 
Palace in a new act. 


Y 


Their wooden 


soldier number was tops, 
Frank Tinney, who had_ been 
| dropped from a musical comedy 


ad libbing, doing 
N. Y. Palace and not 


‘ene 


which did 
features, 


Keith Rinne not | 


j}usually play film 


| good a chance to make some extra 


Mae West's undulating hips shook | 


had four more weeks | 
| way out, 


| 


last week was atiached by the courts | 


Thursday (10). Foreign attachment | 
was issued on behalf of Lathrop 
Alston. of Durham, N. C., by Com- 


mon Pleas court against Waller, As- 
sociated Radio Artists and Philip L. 
Ponce. Inec., defendants, and the 
Stanley Co. of America, Warne! 
Bros. Circuit Management Corp., ¢ 
Warner Bros. Pi Inc., gar 
nishees attaching 
| propel of the 
hands 

Raymond Pace 
attorney, chargea 
tered inio a contract 
Jan. 28 to fur mus 
tertainment t 
on Feb. 28 Als 
ler and the other defendants $750, 
60% of the gross, on account of 
which $375 was deposited with the 
defendants. It is charged that Waller 
failed to perform and Alston claims 
to have suffered damages amounting 
ito $3,000. 
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ty 


Alexander, colored 
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with Al 
ic for 
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an en- 
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be 
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coin, 

Fifth Avenue, N. Y., had a bas- 
ketball team as an added attraction. 
Proved to be quite a hit. Had pre- 
viously used a girls-vs.-rmnen outfit, 


| but two male teams gave better re- 
/end and dittoed on last two days for | 


sults, 

Wiseacres declaring that the usual 
program picture would have to give 
way to the more profitable specials. 
Programmers seen as being on their 
but they weren't. 


James Kirkwood quit a stage pro- | 


duction to 
Tom Ince. 
favorites. 


go back to pictures with 
One of the 


Famous Players statement showed 
$14.50 per share on common stock. 
As high as $18 had been anticipated. 


hat Paramount Pep Club ball 
won a contract for the tops in its 
chorus girl contest. But it was only 
for two weeks and she didn't last. 








Club Dates Would Be a Greater 


Boon to Vaudeville Acts If They 
Give Em More Serious Attention 





Snow White’s P. A. 


Los indaies March 15. 

Adriena Casaloti, who dubs the 
voice of Snow White in Walt Dis- 
ney’s ‘Snow White and Seven 
Dwarfs,’ goe into the Paramount 
theatre stage show for a week start- 
ing Thursday (17) 

It will be her first local personal 


ince 


appear: 


“RKO BOOKING 
CONGESTION 
EASED 


Congestion of agents in the 
booking office in New York has been 
relieved by Bill Howard, the circuit's 
inker-in, who has moved into new 
quarters. He’s taken over the more 
de luxe layout John O'Connor, RKO 
general manager, formerly occupied. 
O’Connor has shifted over to Nate 


|Blumberg’s former quarters as v.p. 


of all RKO theatres, 
Possible now for agents to gain ac- 


cess to Howard only by sending in 
name. One at a time is being seen. 
In the past half a dozen or more 
%ers wandered into the booking 
office and lounged around. In that 
way they were always hearing what 
acts each other was offering and 
the figures asked. 





MAXINE SULLIVAN FILM 
DEAL OUT; NEW DISC OK 


Maxine Sullivan, swing-singer at 
the Onyx Club, N. Y., had been 
stalling around so long on a deal 
with Samuel Goldwyn for a film 
|that it’s now fallen through. Miss 
|Sullivan, who came to attention 
|} with ‘Loch Lomond,’ ‘Annie Laurie’ 


Too | 





earliest | 


| period. 


Paramount and Hearst jamming 
over his releases. Par claimed that 
five were due it before the contract 
could be shifted to Goldwyn, 

Salaries were upping on the} 


Coast, particularly for directors. | 
Emmett J. whee had ticket calling 
for four a year at S25 000 ench and 
percentage I rank LI] was to get 
$45,000 and a 25% cut on profits, 
Harriet Hoctor playing the Or- 
pheum, Chicago, in a dance revue. 


Clicked, 


Jeritza offered $4,000 a week by 
Oswald Stoll for London She 
wanted that much per night. No 
dice. 

Walter Hampden had his eye out 
for a N. Y. house for Shakesperean 
rep. National wanted $100,000 a 


year, 


and kindred swing versions of stand- 


|ards, is tied up with Claude Thorn- 
hill, pianist-arranged, now doing a 
stint with Paul Whiteman’s aug- 


mented Chesterfield orchestra. 

Colored songstress has been given 
a new deal by Victor on whose 
Bluebird disks she first waxed ‘Loch 
Lomond.’ 

Among other reasons for prefer- 
ring to stay east is that she’s doing 
quite a bit of private party work 
since the click of her records. 


Paging ‘Miss Babe’ 


London, Ont., March 15. 

Former child vaudeville star, 
appeared 20 as 

3abe’~—s will 





years 
receive 


‘Miss 
a legacy of 
$12,512.50 if she can be located with- 
in three years. According to the 
will of W. J. Wright, Toronto plum- 
ber, who died last January, the 
money is to go hes ‘Mis: bape if she 
can be located’ within the three-year 
If not, the coin “a to go to 
a Toronto church, ‘Miss Babe’ is the 
only beneficiary. 

Girl jis described in will as 
having appeared on the stage with 
her parents in an Indian burlesque 
on or about April 18, 1918. She 
then about five years of age. 

The Canada T: ae 
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Wayne King’s Tour 
Wayne King’s band unit 
RKO in Indianapolis April 15 
eight weeks are being lined uy 
Music Corp. of America. A 


$7.590 for the unit. 


oper 


) by 
king 


yr 


augmented by three 


BEN BLUE’S PERSONALS 
Ben Blue, to Para- 
mount, per l at 
Paramount, Y., April 13, 
ho. brings in Tommy 
orchestra ‘Her Jungle 
Comedian may play 
dates while east, 


under 


for 2 


contract 
et 


ar 


when 
Dor 
Love.’ 
other 
week 


e cy’s 
and 
a couple 


including a 


| for Warner Bros, in Philadelphia. 


+ 


RKO | 





| Recourse of vaude standards to club 
dates since variety went the way of 
| most flesh, i rowing with many hit- 
ting the fillers during layoff periods. 
There are even more { i ties of 
uch employment if act 1 oc- 
casionally freshen up, i f 

Vauders are assured of od re- 
ception thanks to st t show biz 

ish, tral ind | 1e technic, 
They ( o certain of 1 ) ry 
r Irn fa ly ( Y e to 

inde ¢ ncome on lividual 
date about one-seventh of the av- 
erace weekly vaude lary. By 
Diing jr severa ( lightly, 
act are able to get a neat total 
Faves for the club are gnt acts, 
singers, dancers and comics. Novelty 
| Sars acrobats, animal acts, et al., 
| find little action » branch of 
ishow biz, although they ak not en- 
tirely excluded, Semi 1 Sands 
| are also findin i fertile field here 
| one uncerscale and turke crews 
| held forth. 

Als little comnetition is found in 
radio acts, Even clubbers fire bet- 
ter than majority of latter ce .a- 
dio turns are too mike conscious and 
audience awed to mean mich on a 
club show. Not all, howcv 
| Some of the vauders hitting the 
|}new market are Alan and Murray, 
| Willie Solar, Eddie Lambert, Hal 
| Sherman, 3elle Baker, Sid Gary, 

| York and King, Sylvia Frocs, Eddie 
| Leonard, Chaz Chase, Blanche and 
Elliot, Jans and Lynton, Pat Rooney, 
|Sr., Lewis and Ames, Jones-Rooney 
| Trio, Cy Landry, Waller and Lee. 

_O hers are Alexander and Santos, 

Iden and Endler, Paul Duke, Helen 
Morgan. Bert Frohman, Jimmy 
Lyons, Billy Glason, June Boyd, 
Freddie Lightner, Caro] Ros'ni, Emily 
Earle, Five Ames Sisters, Arthur 

|Boran, Three Macks, Anthony and 
| Rogers, Elaine Seidler’s Revue, M'lt 
Britton, Bent Yost Quartet, Dick 
| Messner, Harry Lefcourt, Charlie 
Strong, Lucky Millinder, Ethel Shep- 
ard, "iy Three Speeds, Miller and 
Janet, Al Shayne, Henny Youngman, 
| Lou Saxon, Hal Reed, Lou Taylor, 
| Van and Vernon. 
Oddities are also creeping in wit 
| Dorothy Kilgallen, newspaperwoman, 
|having played a couple of lecture 
dates around New York. Many of 
the others are changing styles so 


they won't be limited and can play 
repeat dates. 


Sally Rand Will Bare 
Ali at N. Y. Libel Quiz; 
Must Produce Letter 


Sally Rand has been served with a 
subpoena demanding her presence in 
supreme court, N. Y., on Friday (18) 
for examination before trial of libel 








who | 


suit brought by National Variety Art- 
ists against the American Federation 
|of Actors, 

Fanner must testify to circum- 
stances of NVA’s request that she ap- 
pear at its benefit last Feb. 27. AFA 
is charged with libeling NVA in cor- 
respondence with Miss Rand, refus- 


ling to sanction her NVA appearance. 


| to 


| 


the | 


| She must produce origina] letter al- 
legedly sent her by Harold Koenigs- 
berg, AFA officer, which is purported 
contain the libelous references. 

Matter has been turned over to 

downtown attorney, although the 
NVA _ president, Louis Handin, is 
himself a lawyer. Plaintiff's coun- 
|selor will also call Alan Corelli of 
| the N. Y. Theatre Authority, Miss 
Rand’s secretary, Koenigsberg, and 
| po ibly Ralph Whitehead for ex- 
amination. for trial has yet 
been 


No date 
Dot Magna Wins $1,250, 
Settling I hag Pi ict Suct 


Some 


Suit of Dorothy : 
igainst Fanchon & Mare filed in 
White } N y I { t 

| wa ettled out of ¢ t ek 
! for $1.250. Trial due next week, 

Mi Magna ct} ed ame ith 
failir to fulfill a cor which 
called for $4,000 yearly. She charged, 
too, that F. & M. tried to place her 
with a midget troupe, also prohibited 
in contract Ticket called for her 

'to do her wn act. 
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Eddie Cantor, Ted Lewis Draw 9,000 "US" BALE ™ © 


George Meyer, Music Hall Glee 

e Club (Vin Lindhe, director), bullet 

? (Florence Rogge, director), Robert 

{ rst 0 rine S ene ts Weede, Rockeites (Gene Snyder, di- 

fi eve. a | rector), Viola Philo, Roy Knight, M. 

H. Symph (Erno Rapee, director), 

‘Jezebel’ (WB), reviewed in this 
issue. 

Cleveland, March 13. long and particularly so because turn Sema 

Ted Lewis’ orch., chorus of 24, Ed-' 1s faintly reminiscent of old vaude 

die Cantor, Four Kraddocks, Srow- days. Lad who ukeleles, h pwever, Is 

bull Whittier, Harris and Shore, Bert a wiz and might well give out with week. a nice contrast to the Dixie- 

Gordon, Gaye Dixon, Sylvia Manon) more of this and scissor the talk, drawling ‘Jezebel’ (WB) feature. 

avd Co. Ben Yost’s Variety Eight, particularly with the hoofing mem- The Police Gazette is the back- 

Bet y Dickerson, Loretta Lane, Vyola) ber of the act, who puts in a belated sround for this when-old-New York- 











—— + 


Goodhumored stage show Is on the 
th 


Radio City Music Hall rostrum tts 


Vom appearance was-young presentation, produced 
Nexi-to-closin is Ralph Brown, bv Leon Leonidoff. settings by Bruno 
Al Koran Shrine’s first bargam- crack hoofer, and nicely outfitted in Maine and exceptionally well lit by 
priced beneiit show, with Eddie Can-! white tails. He tops them, after | ugene Braun. 
tor and Ted Lewis as the names, yme introductory crossfire with [It tees off brightly with the glee 
s9t off on right foot Sunday (13) by | Luneeford, with a routine combining | club as oldfashioned coppers, and the 
1j iwing 9,000 into civic auditorium. | all of the recent Harlem crazes. Judge, George Meyer, presiding, as 
Revue is scheduled for four per- For his overture. Dave Broudy |the ‘pinched’ ballets corps goes 
formances here, going to Philadel-| .omes up with a medley of Erin; throush the evidence It’s in the 
phia Wednesday (16) for its second | ines for St. Patrick's day. Cohen , old-school one-gar.er costuming and 
Shrine-sponsored run semi-can-can spli 
Musical revue runs two hou To the specially writ en song, 
with flash production and enough ‘Sawing A Woman in Hali’ (Kay 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Swiit-Albert Stillman), the luminous 
paint number is given skillful pres- 
entation as the decapitated heads and 
torsos do their terp stuff. Robert 
Wecde is the number leader. 
: Viola Philo does a suggestion of 
“komance | Jenny Lind at Castle Garden, with 
‘Last Rose of Summer’, another deft- 
lly lighted sequence, and just right 
Gene and Glenn, male radio come- | 0% running time. lt s particularly 
ring up curtain. Banjo-eyed comic) dians, are topping the Fanchon & noticeable this week that it’s all been 
has house in his hand from then on.| Marco stage show currently, and on aang poe ismneihs alt ith 
Thouzh rushed in rehearsals, he and| the basis of opening performance a — ae he ben me opera ; » } 
Lewis got off some amusing banter | today (10) look headed for a suc- hy ort te sults an fie be n goa 
at opener. cessful week. The boys were given) 1© Pesplenc ent in yesteryear fire 

Cantor, who is spotted five times,| a big welcome at the opening. kis -d for a class draw 
pulls off more heckling gags with| Both warble a bit and play musical 2 good pole set petal pt RincMoey ian ‘ 
Bert Gordon. Rather old burtesk | instruments, but it is Gene’s comedy |” ne hi ati abet. 
slapstick stuff, but it gets good laugh) jy depicting the high-pitch voiced 
from family trade. | Lena and the deep bass of Jake that | 

His best is takeoff on Mae West,! garners most of the howls. Opening | 
which gets the howls. Ditty he is| js done on darkened stage. to give 
said to have composed, ‘McCarthy jjlusion of the fictitious characters —_— 
Made a Dummy Out of Me,” panics) being real people. Act is novel and | Hartford, March 13 
the aude, He refers to the famous} registers solidly. ee i oda ith 
broadcast and cracks down on blue- Arthur Ward, comedy juggler and) yy bel ; Vi se Gr — _ Si; 
noses who censured Miss West. hoop manipulator, has a_ capable esrotge ers "Sane 2 caste’ Waele 

Star joins Vyola Vom and Gor-| partner, billed only as Miss King. Claud 7. Ted Pome Peonrk At apc 
dou, who is funnier this time, in a} Girls tumbling stands out. Mar a . Halst ad Hecuthea Sens 
flirtation bit. It’s spiced up by gal’s| Dave Seed, diminutive hoke comic, a yf tei + ent terme tet "Jack ll ‘She 
short French costume and eye-catch- | a male straight and an attractive red- | pdr tes An Artist’ (Col). ‘Idol of 
ins underpinnings. For the windup, | topped femme foil, provoke plenty of the Crowds’ (U) ° , : 
Cantor goes blackface to sing most| howls with their nonsense. Girl and | "© - lee 
of his old song hits. males reach a rowdy finish in a, 

Kraddocks, fourth turn, expertly | dance hit. r A socko show Thursday (10) 
do their usual acrobatic horseplay! House Fanchonettes have two rou-| brought house's highest weekday at- 
and pyramid work. Snowball Whit- | tines, open.ng and closing show, both | tendance since opening 12 years ago, 
tier and Lewis then repeat their ‘Me|of which are distinctly different.) breaking a record established last 
and My Shadow’ hit, former hoofing; Opening has them garbed in male | fall by Buddy Rogers. 
with dusky gal, too. Line of 24] evening attire for a tap routine la-| Producer Georgie Hale has done a 
pretties is okay in four simple! beled ‘The Johnny.’ Finale has the good job in welding divergent fac- 
routines, handsomely costumed, par- | 24 femmes riding unicycles, which! tors. the ballet, modern = swing 
ticularly in silver soldier helmets! they handle with dexterity, perform- | dances, and varied stunts, into a pre- 
during a tapping exhibition. ing various tricks that win them) tentious show. ; 

Harris and Shore next on in their | well-deserved approbation. Headliner is Maribel Vinson, who 
corking travesty of ballroom terpers, Kurt Houck orchestra does one clicks big. Several encores. Simp- 
highlighted by femme’s droll panto.| number, a swing that gives all the! son Sisters, two young 
Ben Yost’s octet of nice looking| members a chance. Trade so-so at acrobatic champions, have to beg off. 
males, who can warble. dress up! opening matinee. Edwa. | 
the band. Gaye Dixon, Betty Dick- | 
erson and Loretta Lane go over nice- 
ly in short song and dance special- | 
ties. Sylvia Manon’s threesome of 
Satanish huskies, who toss her 
around, is still a graceful, dramatic 
act. which gives unit extra punch. 


variety to keep it from dragging. 
Most of it is comorised of Ted 
Lewis’ own unit, which played the | 
RKO Palace here two months ago. 
His routines are a bit too familiar 
here. but Cantor and his acts are 
inserted smartly for freshness and 
socks. 

Contor comes out after Lewis 
band and fast tap number by line 


Los Angeles, March 13 
Gene & Glenn, Ward & Kina, 
Dave Seed & Co., Fanchonette 
chorus, Kurt Houck orch.; 
in the Dark’ (Par). 


STATE, HARTFORD 


well. Featuring Miss Vinson, Fran- 
| cis Claudet, Owen and Jack Hose, a 
| Tyrolean dance also gets over. 

Alex Hurdurous by leaping over 
nine barrels registers well. Humor 
Gae Foster Girls, Boy Foy, Califor- | is supplied by French Hebert and 

nia Varsity Eight, Harry and Phil Ted Cave. Hebert portrays a drunk 


ROXY, N. Y. 





Lewis is in good form as he whips | Norman. Whitey’s Brown Applers; and Cave the part of an old woman 
off his classic song characterizations | ‘Mad About Music’ (U). on skates for the first time. 

from ‘Leader of College Band’ to | Mary Jane Halstead leads the ice 
‘Peanuts.’ Only thing that handicaps ballet girls through several well 
him is that they’ve been repeated Troupe of colored Big Apple done ballet numbers. Dorothy 
too often here and tov recently. This; dancers, an octet of sturdy male) Lewis’s. speed and fancy skating, 


voices, a whirlwind juggler, a! Miss Claudet’s and Dorothy Franey’s 
couple of hoofers, who also want to) figure skating are also outstanding. 
show. Pullen. | be comics, and the Gae Foster Girls Also featured is ‘Birds of Para- 
Sancta | in a pair of lively routines take} disse.” in which the ballet girls are 
| over the interval between film show- | attired in colorful costumes of yel- 
STANLEY PITT 'ings and make it an entertaining 45; low and orange bird feathers. 
’ |} minutes. Little emphasis is placed Show ran less than an hour open- 
on spectacle or production, with the! ing day (9), but was stretched out 
result that much of the stage runoff | about 15 minutes following day with 
is kept down front. | additional numbers. Business good. 
Following a romantic song ex- | Additional show Friday (11) and 
change between an unbilled duo, the | Saturday (12). This is the unit that 
Foster line does a none-too-intricate | becomes the spring successor to the 
rollerskating design. There’s more{ Present revue at the International 
free wheeling but far smoother | Casino, N. Y. 
ford at the Warner de luxer, but his when Boy Foy next cuts loose with | ic 
rep must have preceded him for the | pis juggling highjinks on the uni- 
 evecnie eB aveay re out in full cycle. There isn’t an idle second in LYRIC, INDPLS. 
© ane Kicking over the traces at | this standard turn. Indian clubs, 
~ weird rhythms. Ebony maestro | rubber balls, devil-sticks and revolv- ——— 
ag ae See he ge Shere with ing discs are included in Foy’s top- . Indianapolis, March 13. 
’ ays and Ellingtons now, | notch jugglery. Mayes & Morrison, Bobby Gaston, 
for he’s developed a slick style that Sars aig 7 Kings of Rhythm, Louis Armstrong 
sb «ld continue to click. California Varsity Eight not only | g-¢-h, Midge Williams Sonny Woods 
Lrnceford handles the baton in an | 2¢¢ounts for heaps of rich and solid | yicodemus, Alma Turner. ‘Penrod 
ex romely self-effacing manner, let- | armony but knows how to sell.| gnd nis Twin Brother’ (WB) 
tiny his eloauent musical outfit speak | Repertoire includes excerpts from | ———— ; 
for him. They do it. too, in smart. Victor Herbert, Rudolf Frimil and Plaving his first stage date of the 
showmanly manner, hitting them out | >'8mund Romberg operettas, drink- | ..4.57 Louis Armstro fp ig Piha 
i ing songs and cowboy melodies, with | 27) 2 4OUs Z rmstrong scores heav- 
ilv in a 67-minute show, joining his 
14-piece orchestra to swing in brass 
most of the top tunes of the day. 


is offset by Cantor getting a guaran- 
tee of $12,000, who hypoes the entire 


; Pittsburgh, March 13. 
Jimmy Luneeford’s Orch, Babe 
Matthews, Ralph Brown, Harris, 
Brown & Harris; ‘Gold Is Where | 

You Find It (WB). 


It’s a first-time for Jimmy Lunce- 


hot and sweet with not too much of 

either. four of the octet frequently taking 
Novelties are abundant. best being over for solos and garnering in- 

the lilting brass version of five men | dividual salvos. It’s a goodlooking 

in ‘Shade of Old Anple Tree’ and the | Sroup. while its costuming should 

brief jam session down front with a hold the fen:me eye. 

sevtict beating it plenty heavy Sandwiched in between the octet’s 


wards the close with a trio of tunes. 
topped by “Tiger Rag.’ He also m.c’s 
and sings, which the audience ac- 





Ltneeford’s making a mistake, ——— . shultiing routine bY | cents as only preliminary to his 
h ver, in not condensing a bit; | the Foster gi mi Which hoopskirts | ¢ peting " 
3h runs well over 75 minutes and | and red umbrellas provide the major | Midge Williams and Sonny Woods 
“ u'd be mo_2 effective without a Phil} of rege are tlarry and | nienty of approval with their 
coy of soft musical «note and a n NUTT The twe young fel- | oF ; ds ¢ 
tera ney on the part of tis specialty  !owWs shape up well as long as they | ;., situa fo ite Wenn I 
acts to wring their wetcomes dry. ply ther tegs and shoulders at hoof- | a:.4 ‘Fy Don't Mean a Thing.’ Woods 

Best of lot is Babe hews, aj ing but the results are not so good | ya,15-, In the Still of the Night’ and 
lone, lanky lass. who herself; When they turn to crossfire. With !:or Mon River’ in swing hank As 
first and her sones after. Gal's them aes neither g vod material nor crow va ht, he was forced "‘e do 
Ivrics are completely lost. but this is | apt e for being funny. [iat Old Feeling’ as begofft 
a cose where it doesn’t make anv dif- Wi lev’s Brown Applers cre trot- N Ty Is provides the only com- 
ference since her personality is | ted out toward the end of the stage|edv on the bill. He uses the lazy 
enouen. Does two numbers and | proceedings Ww ¢ mvert the place), routine with Armstrong finish- 
breaks out in a sock session of high | into a= iwadhouse, Brown bodies | ine «ith a fast dance Very okay He 
Kicking at the end that wows ’em.! hurtle through the air, limbs are dis-| formeriv wv as with ‘Eddie Cantons 
Wouldn't hurt to bring her back for | torted in a!l directions and each sue- rad piogram 
@ seu » with the Jamsters, a spot she'd | cessive ounie tries to outdo the! Other acts fill the bill without be- 
fit nerfectly. other. It al! comes under the head | ing standout Maves and Morrison 

Harris. Brown and Harris ga in| of the Big Apple, with paily-colored femme acrobatic dancers open Bob- 
for 3 little chatler, songs, tostru- | and grotesque toggery adding its bit! bie Gast yn, femme “singer follows 
mental bits and dancing Fat x0 | to the jungle throwback. Odec. with "Nice Wark.’ She’s long on looks | 
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Canadian | 


In The Gaucho, Guy Owen dances | 


Armstrong wins the most plaudits to- 





but short on ability. Alma Turner 


leontributes a tap .almost turning it 


! into comedy by her gyrations and 
male 


shouting. Kings ot Rhythm, 
trio. in top hats. furnish tapping, end- 
ing in the inevitable challenge. Arm- 
strong brings the entire company 
back at final curtain. 


Biz good at last show Friday (11 | 


Kiley. 


HIPP, BALTC 


Baltimore, March 13. 
Collins & Peterson, Stalac Bros. & 
Pearl, Eleanor Knight, Clyde Hager, 
Fayre & Foster, Big Time Crip, Lee 
Sims & Ilomay Bailey, The Whirlos, 
Felice Inula house orch; “Radio City 
Revels’ (RKO) 


After four weeks of abbreviated 
modate multi- 
ple showings of record-breaking 
‘Snow White’ (RKO), Hipp this week 
is generous with a good 66-minute 


stage doings to acco! 


show 

With the Felice Tula house band 
on stage in attractivelv ‘it set, and 
Collins and Peterson doing a con- 
sistently funny and effective double 
m.c., show gets off to rousing start 
with Stalac Bros. and Pearl in a 
solid acro. featuring a teeterboard. 
Eleanor Knight fills nicely in the 
deuce with a tango tap. after which 
Clyde Hager ties matters up with 
his sidewaik grifter, which has 
plenty of laughs. 

Fayne and Foster, next with mu- 
sical glasses and Swiss bells. a nov- 
elty and a pleasing interlude. Good 
spot here for Big Time Crip, one- 
legged dusky hooter, who gives out 
with some okay stepping. Carries a 
| crutch, which he discards from time 
to time. 

Plenty of class next with Lee Sims 
and Ilomay Bailey in some good ar- 
rangements, Sims at the piano and 
Miss Bailey handling the vocals. Do 
‘Firefly,’ a jazz vs. classic treatment 


of ‘Mama, I Want to Make Rhythm,’ | 
“Rhapsody | 


and George Gershwin’'s 
in Blue’ wrapped around an aria 
;} from ‘Porgy and Bess.” Beg off. 


Collins and Peterson clowning be- 


tween numbers in pleasing style 
take hold here for a socky interlude 
of swift gagging and trumpet stuff. 
| The Whirlos, skating trio, close. 
Burm. 


' 


KEITH, BOSTON 


Boston, March 13. 


Frieda Sullivan, Sinclair Six, Fel- 
ovis, Ray Sax, Henry Dick, Janet 
Carroll, Sibyl Bowan, Henry Kalis 
Orch; “Snow White’ (RKO). 

Reopening of vaude policy 
brings in an 





here 
undistinguished | bill, 
with exceptions, but adequate for the 
film, which overshadows it. 

Sibyl Bowan was here recently 
with practically the same expert rep- 
_ertoire of impersonations. Mrs. F. 

D. R. and the has-been film star are 
standouts. 

Frieda Sullivan, acro-tapper, is 
hidden in the billing. but she’s good 

nevertheiess. Henry Dick, tapster, 
holds interest in a couple of routines, 
and Ray Sax gets an okay recep- 
tion to his sax playing, rope twirling, 
| hoofing novelty, and a double clari- 
; net turn. 

Sinclair Six (mixed) takes the 
place of a line and clicks in three 
| spots. 
| Felovis, juggler with 
tricks, was at his worst when 
|caught, probably due to sea legs, 
| since he’s said to be just back from 
abroad. Janet Carroll, who sang 

four weeks as a prologue to ‘Snow 
| White’ at the Keith Memorial dur- 
jing the film’s run there. sings inci- 
, dentally in this show. She's hardly 
given a chance, though. Being sub- 
merged in the production arrange- 
ment. 
| Notable is the return to the Hub 
1}of one of New England's ace vaude 
band leaders, Henry Kalis, back 
;from a year in New York radio and 
| dance band work. Kalis did a suc- 
; cessful marathon at the Metropolitan 
|for several seasons, then withdrew 
from that spot a year and a half ago. 


impressive 


FOX, K. C. 


Kansas City, March 13. 
Lamberti, Shayne & Armstrong, 
Regon, Carter & Reed, Boxley, Har- 
lan Christie, Lester Harding, House 
Chorus, Judy Conrad house orch.: 
‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ (20th). 


Honse has dressed up fair acts 
with some good production and re- 
sults are okay. Line's ‘magic’ opus, 
pulling cigarets from the air and 
sleight-of-hand, is best production 
number. Serves to bring on Boxley, 
chap who does more hocus-pocus, 
Doesn't work fast enough for a dumb 
routine. 

Lamberti, xylophone comic. is ove! 
solid. It’s an annual visit here for 
him. Always liked. Shayne and 
Armstrong do ballroom prancing, 
Regan, Carter and Reed are tum- 
iblers who come ctose to nullifvine 
their good tumbling with some bad 
| comedy. 

Lester Harding, heavy fave here, 
clicks with pop songs. Harlan Chris- 
j tie. m.c., gets off his usual by-play 
with the acts, using Boxley for his 
stooge this outing. 
band breezes through an CAaSY AaSsSign- 


ment, Hot 


Judy Conrad's | 
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_ PARAMOUNT, N, Y. 





Cab Calloway orch, Avis Andrews 


| Stump & Stumpy, Six Cotton Clib 
| Boys; ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par), reviewed 
in VARIETY Feb. 9, °38. 


Cab Calloway, unique phenomenon 
of his race and generation, is on 
view at the Paramount while across 
Times Square another Negro orches- 
tra, Earl Hines, is headlining at 
Loew's State. Which makes it a hig 
| week for the exemplars of this kind 
of entertainment. 

Calloway and his assisting acts 
perform heatedly on the pit plat- 
form, which rises to stage level and 
for stage uses, but keeps the Para- 
mount technically away from stave 
show policy—one of the ironies of 
show biz. Entertainers are elegantly 
attired in the best Harlem 
tradition. 


sartorial 


In the process of filling 45 minutes 
; or thereabouts, Callowayites reveal 
| considerable versatility But they 
are at their chareateristic best with 
ihe ‘Minmie the Moocher’ stuff, the 
hokey-pokey-cokey musical demen- 
tia with rhythmic hosannas, weird 
and. classification-defying shouting 
and jungle fervor. At such moments 
and in such numbers the audience is 
| treated to a polished sample of 
primitive lowdown. In brief, Callo- 
way's performance is a lark behind 
which stands a lot of hard labor and 
calculation. 

Avis Andrews is the gal singer 
without which no entertaining, band, 
white or black, is complete. Unlike 
most of her school, Miss Andrews 
goes after the flutey notes, the high- 
soaring effects. This provides con- 
trast to the hi-de-ho of the show. 
She handles herself smartly. 

Unison stepping of the Six Cotton 
Club boys and the amiable sassiness 
of Stump and Stumpy round out the 
entertainment. Donald Duck imiia- 
tion is clever. They were perhaps 
a trifle cramped on the seanty floor 
space in front of the orchestra. But 
they are potentially of the tribe of 
clickers. Land. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, March 13. 
Monroe Bros., Sara Ann McCabe, Gil 
Lamb, Chester Hale Girls; ‘Snow 
White’ (RKO). 


' 


There's a nice little show on the 
boards currently, but it’s admittedly 
just filler to sandwich between the 
grind of ‘Snow White’ (RKO). 

Acts cut down to 25 mins, some 
| looking like a blur as they rush on 
and off. 

Monroe Bros. are a trampoline act 
that has been around for years, but 
they aren’t doing much trampoline 
work on this show. Most of the rou- 
tine consists of so-so clown gags. Evi- 
dently the reason for the gag pre- 
dominance is that the numerous 
shows a day make acrobatic work 
nearly impossible. They do well, 
however. 

Sara Ann McCabe is just a straight 
singer and the audience doesn’t mind 
when she quits after two short num- 


bers. Gil Lamb is doing a single, 
with a harmonica-playing stooge. 


| Lamb has quit the burleycue ward- 
'robe for a simple business suit. Some 
fair hoofing and then into harmonica 
work. All right, best being the illu- 
sion of the toy harmonica in his 
stomach making various sounds. 
Chester Hale Girls are on for two 
production numbers and rate as 
| standout. Line of 24 makes a swell 
appearance and click sharply with 


their fan number and then finale 
precision work. 

Business good last show Friday 
(11). Gold. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, March 13. 

Talbot Haslett, Jeanette Hackett's 
Chorus, Allen & Hoover, Harry 
Burns, Holland & Hart, Phil Lamp- 
| kin house orch; ‘Merrily We Live’ 
(MQ). 
| 

Jeanette Hackett line ¢without 
Miss Hackett) sticking around a s¢c- 
ond week to strengthen show, but 
it’s still straight, smooth vaude. Al- 
len and Hoover and Harry Burns 
have veteran critics hailing bill as 
flashback to the good old days 

Phil Lampkin. house baton 
starts show with St. Patrick’s Das 
overture, with Talbot Haslett bart- 
toning Mother Machree. Hackett 
line. in Scotch costumes, attempts 
mob warble of ‘Loch Lomond’ and 
| then does combo highland fing and 
; tap. 

Allen and Hoover. with miniatut 
trick piano, sing. patter and_=slap- 
stick their ways to fair hand.  Has- 
lett, spotted on side, mike warbles 
‘The Light In Your Eyes’ as gals 
| give em nicely-lighted semi-ballet. 

Holland and Hart whirlwind waltz* 
} knocks ‘em for a deserved loop 
Next, it’s Harry Burns, with a pal 
and two gals in the making-a-date 
bit. the newsstand blackout and the 
guitar specialty, which gets by ade- 
| quately but far from riot. Hacket! 
'Gals back for swinsy modified 
rhumba and Holland and Hart take 
lead to spin off stage before closin 
icurtains to sock hand. Craig. 


> 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Arthur Le Fleur, Lorraine & Rog- 
mau, Gracie Barrie, Paul Gerrits, 
Sonny & Sonny, Ida May James, Earl 
Hines’ Orch; ‘Brimstone’ (MG). 


After the show has spun its 67- 
min. course, the customers find that | 
they like it considerably. Four | 
standard acts and a band is the lay- 
out, which is nicely arranged. Sev- 
eral staggers during the running | 
don’t cripple, and the strong mo- 
ments blanket them. 

Opener is Arthur Le Fleur, vet 
standard jaw-hang act, with some 
strong-arm lifts for added measure. | 
Turn has always been a dependable 





| 
| 
| 
| 





ice-breaker. Lass, who divides Le 
Fleur’s two bits in the air, with 
acro slow-turns, is good. Close is 
a corker, with man’s teeth clenching 
the bit and revolving his body for | 
two and a half mins. 

Lorraine and Rognan sag in the 


than when 
Strand, | 
poor soft- | 


Team looks bette1 
recently caught at the 
Brooklyn, but the man’s 
shoery detracts. Their mock ‘waltz 
moderne’ should be bettered, too. 
Girl has a good comedy sense and 
her double-jointing has more possi- 
bilities than now realized. 

Gracie Barrie looks okay 
black velvet basque jacket 
taffeta skirt, but to best advantage 
she should be in a Jight shade. Goes 
over easily, though. ‘Dipsy Doodle,’ 
‘Thanks for Memory, ‘Whistle While 
Work’ and ‘Night and Day’ are 
varied selections. 

Paul Gerrits’ smart monolog patter | 
and quaint skating has always been 
a vaude natural and fits here as 
snugly as in a class cafe. Follownig 


deuce. 


in a} 
and 


Miss Barrie’s strong impression, | 
Gerrits’ 16 mins. is a build to the| 
Jayout. 

Earl Hines’ orchestra (14) has 
never appeared in vaude around 
New York, although engagements 
have been many in the midwest. 


Colored crew is niched at about mid- 


way between the styles of Fats 
Waller and Duke Ellington, Like | 
latter two, Hines pounds piano. | 
Band has plenty of melody, item 


numerous Negro aggregations over- 
look in their zeal for zany rhythm. 
Hines’ idea on his piano is to fortis- | 
simo the passages Ellington pianis- 
simos. Smart contrast. 

Orchestra gets off to a slick start 
on ‘Solid Mama’ and ‘Loch Lomond,’ 
then Ida May James, the vocalist 
slips on for ‘Please Be Kind,’ o.k. | 
novelty through which Hines does 
some fair dueting. Miss James 
warbles in the softer manner Har- 
jem has been achieving since howl- 
ing lost some of its former favor; as | 
a performer, she’s o.k. 


Trio from the band is standard 
with its hot piping. Hines scores | 
personally on his keyboard when 
licking ‘Nice Work.’ 

Sonny and Sonny are a team of 
colored unison and challenge hoof- 
ers of excellent proportions. Flashy 
clothes and a suggestion of singing 
broaden the act, but it’s the swell 
stepping which makes the turn a 
wow anywhere. 

‘Bei Mir’ proves n.s.g. a closing | 
caper for the band; partial vocal | 
treatment by the tric doesn’t help, | 
either. Hines’ gang holds the ros- 


trum 28 mins. 
Biz opening (10) night off. Bert. 


PALACE, COLUMBUS 


Columbus, March 13. 
Juanita & Her Companions, Med- 
ley & Dupre, Moore & Revel, Jack 
Powell, Milton Watson, Male Sextet, | 
Mae West; ‘Love, Honor and Behave’ 
(WB). 


Paced for a quick turnover (five 
shows daily, seven Saturday, six 
Sunday), current Palace stage bill is 
held to 45 minutes It’s old-time | 
vaudeville, with the first four acts 
serving as a fast prelude for personal 
appearance of Mae West. 

Juanita and Her Champions, girls 
quartet on roller skates, open and 
are followed by knockabout comedy 
of Medley and Dupree good for a| 
few laughs. 

Moore and Revert burlesque ball- 
room dancing with finesse. Support- 
ing bill winds up with Jack Powell's 
blackface drumming session, which | 
clicks solidly, as always. 

Male sextet, in top hat and tails, | 
opens Mae West act. singing tunes 
from her picures. Brings on Miss 
West to sing ‘Come Up and See Me 
Some Time.’ Then into sketch with 
Milton Watson gigolo and the 
etereotyped West gags. She begs off 
with curtain speech 

House full at final 
(11), 


as 


Friday 
Otis. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia. March 13. 
Tommy Dorsey Orch, Edythe 
Wright, Jack Leonard, Ann Ander- 
son, Seiler Bros., Lou Schrader 
Orch; ‘Little Miss Roughneck’ (Col). 


©now 





Earle again profitably bows to 
Philadelphia's swing-nutty populace, 
with Tommy Dersey orchestra and 
show that’s long on entertainment. 
Entire combo provides everything in 
right quantity. 

Tops are band and Dorsey's swell 
tromboning. Jitterbugs vibrate in 
their seats, then flock into the aisles 
for impromptu terp sessions. Added, 


| sense 


| ‘Mama, 


| Takeoffs 


| plers, 
| orchestra: 


| was in poor taste. 


fo evening shows are amateur swing 
tryouts for spot on Dorsey broadcast 
— stage of the house tomorrow 
(16). 

Ecth warblers with the band good. 
Edythe Wright, neat pipes and per- 
sonable, has house all her way. 


| Posin’, ‘Coming Through the Rye’ 


and ‘Trombone Man’ win audience. 


She’s aided by instrumentalizing of | 
Jack | 


Dorsey and several bandsters. 


Leonard clicks with ‘Last Thing I 


| Do,’ ‘Once in While,’ and the Dorsey | 


fave, ‘Marie,’ which gets burst of | 
| hand-patter from first note. 

Good turn provided by Seiler 
Bros., comic terpers, who have to 


beg off. Start with straight routine 
but soon gagged by one of brothers. 
Go into comic number with swords 
and end up on Guys terp on 
skiies, and do designs. 


skiis. 
trick 


and straight taps, so-so Herb. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Ma rch 13. 
Don Bestor 


Cleveland, 


Clyde McCoy orch, 


orch, Kay Picture, Fenwick & Cook, | 


Bennett Sisters, Wayne Gregg, Neil 
Buckley, ‘Radio City Revels’ (RKO). 


Coming a week after Mae West, 


|} any ordinary bill would have a tough 


time beating the natural audience 
letdown, but RKO Palace does with 


two name bands in a ‘Battle of 
Swing.’ Idea is new hereabouts, | 
smartly done and goes over big. 


Huge ‘swing-o-meter’ ‘measures’ 


| their rhythms. 


Don Bestor’s sweeter, urbane out- 


fit is pitted against Clyde McCoy's 
hotter swingers this time. Johnny 


Woods makes a swell referee with a 
of drama that builds excite- 
ment. McCoy leads off with torrid 
version of ‘Tear It Down.’ He keeps 


|} up pace in ‘Sugar Blues,’ fine trum- 


peting of ‘When Day Is Done’ and 
I Wanna Make Rhythm.’ 
Bennett Sisters are just fair har- 
monizing the last. 

After McCoy’s initial blows Bestor 
answers with suave melodious ‘Har- 
vest Moon.’ Follows it with Neil 
Buckley lifting mellow _ baritone 
pipes in ‘One Rose’ and medley. 
Ducky Yontz contribs heavy-for- 
laughs ditty labeled ‘Mama Won’t 
Allow It’ much better than Wayne 
Gregg’s crooning for the opposition. 
Bestor’s vibraharp solos also score: 


hottest piece is ‘St. Louis Blues.’ but | 


it’s eclipsed by McCoy’s jam session. 

Kay Picture in third spot, collects 
nods with some polished taps. Carry- 
ing guitars at first, Fenwick and 


|Cook jump into knockabout. a bit 


too 


_ Tough, but timely for light, | 
amiable humor. 
Between rounds Johnny Woods 


kayoes the audience with rapid-fire, 
accurate, funny impersonations. 
on Roosevelt, Winchell. 
Vallee, McCarthy about best heard 
in these parts. Pullen. 


STRAND, B’KLYN 


Keene Twins and Vic LaMarr, 


Charioteers, Fifi D’'Orsay,. 12 Biy Ap- | 


Roscoe Ates, Teddy 
‘Everybody's 


(RKO) and ‘Zola’ (WB). 


King 
Doing It’ 


Five acts add up to 60 mins. of | 


fairly good stageshow. Doesn't ex- 


| actly measure up to the calibre of 


stuff on exhibition in higher priced 
spots but suffices here. Night caught 
(Fri.) at last evening show seats 
were available. 


Opener of Keene Twins and Vic | 
and LaMarr put the customers in a! 


receptive mood with a snappy acro- 
tap routine that shapes up well in 
that line. 
second, flipping and tumbling in a 
furious pace to the finish. Rhythm 
tap at the outset neatly done. 

Charioteers (New Acts) from radio 
follow. 
uled Aunt Jemima, out because 
illness. Two encores required here. 

Fifi D’Orsay, erstwhile filmite, goes 
through a 20 min. routine of songs, 
gags and bumps that don't register 
with the payees as well as was ex- 
pected in view of her top billing. Did 
a bit with maestro Teddy King that 
For the purpose, 
King explains he was headed for the 
Coast and would she teach him to do 
love scenes a la Hollywood. 
demonstrated, but not under the 
Hays’ code. However, her moment 
of seriousness expressed in song 
is okay. 

Roscoe Ates and his stuttering pat- 
ter draws a good portion of palm- 
whacking. He overdoes the stutter- 


a 


ing biz to the point of annovance at |} 


times but otherwise is rather funny. 


although a couple of gags hit the 
hockwall without reg) fering Cruste 
Vail N Walt weitsiOuy apa ta atig,. Luk, 
unbilled redhead straights the come- 
dian besides dressing up the atmos- 
phere. 

Finale is a return stint by a Big 
Apple unit. Six couples give the 


band an opportunity for a Jam ses- 
+ 


sion and they make the most of it 
Between the two it's earsplitting but 


the audience liked it. Craze is on 
the wane but the hoppers are get- 
ting better as evidenced by this 
bunch. 

Teddy King orchestra onstage 
would ear better if the brass were 
muted occasionally. Otufit breaks in 
halfway with different modes of 
swing from 1910 to current Good- 


manesaue stvle. Sounds best during 
‘Tick Tock’ theme at opening. 


Also | 
hoofing is Ann Anderson, in tap bolero | 


Act never lets up for a} 


Quartet replaced the sched- | 
of | 


Fifi | 


‘Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


U. S. Ambassador Joseph P. Ken- 
nedy says he and Mrs. Kennedy, not 
wishing to add to England’s housing 


problem, are bringing their nine} 
children to London by instalment, 
5-2-2. And Kennedy and his family 


make an instant hit. Reel flashes 
back from Kennedy to Mrs. Kennedy 
and five of the children as they are 
ready to sail for London. 

There is considerable space (and 
some duplication) devoted to the 
| U. S. Navy’s preparations for man- 
euvers in the Pacific. 
| in the navy appropriations bill, and 
the reels thus take a political swipe 
or two, pro and con, on the subject. 

Robert La Follette, of Wisconsin, 1s 
against and David Walsh, of Massa- 
chusetts, in favor. 

The European situation, somehow, 
is ignored on the current bill. Only 
Marshal Graziani, arriving in Naples 
from Ethiopia, makes the program. 

The program is relict on the Cali- 
fornia flood. Only a salvage flash 
is shown 
Circle show, the annual performance 
of the New York City Hall newspa- 
per reporters. Also present are 

| James Farley. Al Smith, Mayor 

Guardia and Herbert Lehman. 

Baseball comes in but not without 
a final winter piece of skiing in 
Washington. The baseball stuff is on 


the Yanks, Cubs and Braves at their | 


respective training camps. 

‘March of Time’ 
sian refugees, missing people _and 
the pine tree boom in the south, Shan. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Things that happen in this Actors’ 
'Colony that make my pulse run 
| high: 

Tom Cowan and Jimmy Marshall, 
of the Lambs’ Club, came up here 


and contributed clothes, emokes, | 
| candies and lotsa things to our 
|needy. The Lambs Club gift of a 


jradio to Katherine Keenan, at the 


| Northwoods sanatorium, now makes | 


| her ozoning more cheerful. 

Al Chapell, who goes to the big 
'town now and then to get things for 
lthis showfolks’ gang. Actors Club 
|extended him a two-week visitor’s 
‘ecard at its clubhouse in New York. 
| The untiring efforts of Mrs. Wil- 
liam ‘Mother’ Morris, who, though 
in New York, places a car at our 
disposal so that we can g0 and 


'spread good cheer to her gang of | 


children, as she calls us. 

Walking into the Will Rogers Hos- 
pital and noticing Martha Gill, 
Marie Bianchi, Peggy McCarthy, 
Lucille McKay, Edith Lemiick, Jen- 
nie Grande in a knitting bee. These 


girls are all a real credit to the 
routine of comebacking. 
| The kick I get when a someone 


i visits us all up here and gets a load 
of the extra weight that we pack 
and says: ‘Boy, you don't look sick, 
| youre as fat as a hog.’ 


Harold Wilkins, an  ex-ozoner, 
who never fails to make it his biz 
to call on who's who in this Actors 
|Colony, just to see if they need | 
| anything. 

Henry Wunsch gets the Jong | 
looked for okay. Will resume work 


in Richmond, Va. Boy 
grade in less than a year. 
| Rose Clark joins the new pneumo 
| thorax gang. Took gas well 
| sidering it was the first time. 
Charley Foster, NVA-ite ex, minus 
|four ribs. Took operation success- 
fully. 

Alfred DeLorraine on observation 
for that rib op. 

Alice Carman and Fifi Climas 
passed another birthday. Both out 
of their teens and doing well. 

(Write to those in Saranac and 
elsewhere who are ill.) 


Byfields Divorced 
Chicago, March 15. 
Kathryn Prest Byfield last week 
divorced Ernest Byfield, operator of 
the Hotel Sherman. Under the terms 
of the settlement she will receive 
$10.000 a year and the custody of 


their daughter, Jean, 7. 

Divorce was filed on charges of 
cruelty. They were married in No- 
vember, 1929, in Chicago, 


CRIP BOOKED ABROAD 


26a 


sig Time Crip, one-legged colored 
hoofer, sails Friday (18) to open 
April 4 at the Theatre Royale, Dub- 
lin Then to England for seven 
weeks, opening at he Holborn Em- 


pire, London, April 17. 
William Morris Agency. 


Booked by 


WKY Unit’s Theatre Date 
Oklahoma City. March 15. 


A unit of WKY staff talent goes 
into the Sooner theatre, Norman, 
Okla., March 17, for a one-day 
stanza, sponsored by the Engineer: 
of Oklahoma University 

Hal Scher will be in charge, with 
unit including Marty Hall, ‘Bell 
Boys,’ and the ‘Harmoniacs’ and 
Hughie Price. 


That brings | 


Pathe gives you the Inner | 


La | 


{ 
talks about Rus- | 


made the | 


cone | 
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Unit Revi 

‘Then I Forgot,’ well put over. Unii's 

Blanche Calloway Revue five-piece band then comes down 

(FOLLY, BROOKLYN) front for impressions of famous 

aes. maestros and tieup show. Pianist 

Two Novels, Jones Bros.. Noma, Mike Napoli plays ‘Honeysuckie 

Siin & Eddie, Blanche Calloway) Rose’ a la *ats Waller; Wimpy Loo- 


orch, Rhythm Willie, George Dewe 7] 
Washington, Eight Rosebuds; ‘Cru- 
sade Against Rackets’ (Indie). 


Following two months at Boston's 
Southland, nitery, Blanche Calloway, 


sister of Cab Calloway, has taken 
the floor show with her on a theatre 
tour. Theatre breakin here ove 
the weekend found show taxed be- 
cause of virtually no support, but it 
held the fort, all-negro unit knock- 
ing off a fast hou All perform- 
ances worthy. 

Two Novels, standard  tapper: 
open. Jones Bros. then harmonize 
a few pops, winding up \ nm one 
trumpeting a la Louis Armstrong 
| Girls work well with the'r better- 
than-average routine: Particular 
finesse is seen in fan formations, 
| preceding Noma’s veil and fan bit 


1or 


| Latter appears in dull blue veil 
sexy terping and does a quick change 
ito fans, dropping veil on stage. Girl 
is aided by special lighting. Ducks 
back into veil again after her expert 
| plume waving, for bows 

| Slim and Eddie, short and lon; 
|cumb act, are dressed as tramps 
and nearly take top honoi with 
their tumbling, acrobatics and comic 


dancing. 
Miss Calloway, showmanly all the 
way, does her usual good faked sing- 


ing as breaker between acts. Does 
‘Daughter of Minnie the Moocher,’ 
|‘I Had a Dream’ and a takeoff on 
|‘Bei Mir,’ with her own slightly 
naughty lyrics. Gets over well as 
|does her successor, Rhythm Willie, 
| swinging it on a mouthorgan. Miss 


Calloway gets in some can-can wig- 
gling here also. 

George Dewey Washington closes 
with his familiar ‘Music Makin’ Man,’ 
| ‘Chloe’ and ‘Ol’ Man River.’ Voice 
shows wear. He’s in finale. with en- 
tire company, for ‘Old Plantation’ 
number. Costuming and line good. 

Hurl, 


Congress Casino Revue 


(ORPHEUM, OMAHA) 
Omaha, March 13. 
Benny Meroff Orch, Shirlee Rust, 





| Ruth Petty, Florence Gast, Pinky 
| Lee & Co., Jack Marshall, Larry 
Powell; ‘Every Day's a _ Holiday’ 
(Par). 


Benny Meroff’s 12-piece orchestra, 
plus singer, dancer and comedy turn 
show jerky evidences and don't really 
hit stride except when orchestra 
takes over with its novelties. Then 
it registers solidly for half the unit’s 
hour on stage. Band just out of 
| Congress, Chicago, after winter sea- 
|}son there. Show long on comedy 
; and novelty music numbers. Shirlee 
| Rust starts show with tap. Meroff 
| does ‘Theatre All My Own,’ in which 
he juggles, instrumentalizes, and 
dances. Later does comic number 
with the missus, Florence Gast. 


1s 


has to encore. Pinky Lee and Co., 


| brought in for comedy purposes, 
drew laughs although insert too 
much rough material. Lee works 


with couple, 

Last half of show claimed by or- 
chestra for variety numbers featur- 
ing Jack Marshail and Larry Powell, 
botn of orchestra, with most of crew 
being included. 

Marshall stands out with his versa- 


| tile mimicking and comedy. Has 
| enough for own vaude turn. Powell 
clicks with novelty gags. Meroff m 


c.’s entire revue, except when stage 
given over to Lee company. 
Biz opening night fair. Quinn 





Swingtime Varieties '38 
(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 


Atlanta, March 13. 

Flo Nickerson, line of sir; Joy 
Jebb, Mike Napoli, Wimpy Looniis, 
Abe Clopper, Red Reynolds, Win- 
throp Atchue, Gloria Roger, Madeline 
Hutchenson, Page Sisters, Jerry Mar- 
tel Orch., Carlie and Carl, Philip 
Morris; ‘Scandal Street’ (Par). 


Owned and produced by Flo Nick- 
} ‘ 


erson, who m.c.’s, this unit of 17 is 
compact, fast and crammed with tal- 
ent. Opens with band offering ‘Cu- 
ban Pete,’ Mi Nickerson coming on 
for introductory spiel, line of ‘Mi- 
ami Mannequins’ following with a 
prancy number to ‘Dipsy Doodle 
featuring vocalization of Joy Jebb, 
daughter of m.c. Latter stays on to 
do a rhythm tap to ‘ Got Rhythm.’ 


| It’s her first season of trouning 

| Gloria Roger does an upside down 
acro clog to ‘East Side,’ staying in 
a backbend for two mins. Madeline 
Hutchenson offers toe routine to 
‘Dizzy Fingers,’ an impression of 6 


tinsy debutante, Both get plenty ap- 
plause, 

Virginia Payne and Eva 
billed as Page Sisters, also 
ceived for their head and hand-bal- 
ancing acro challenges. Miss Nick- 

Jerson follows with a comedy song 


Roberts 


well re- 


mis trumpets ‘Sugar Blues’ of Clyde 
McCoy; Tommy Dorsey is aped by 
trombonist Abe Clopper, clarinetist 
Red Reynolds goes to town on Benny 
Goodman with ‘Vieni, Vieni,’, and 
Winthrop Atchue works the Gene 
Krupa drums, Boys’ encore calls for 
a jam session to ‘Ding Dong Daddy.’ 
Jerry Martel burlesques ‘Dinner For 
One’ to a good hand and band boys 
finally get off. 

Carlie and Carl (Carl Carlyle and 
Helen Ferris) present only sour note, 


an Interpretive ballet number, ‘Satin 
and the Lady.’ Femme’s semi-nudity 
forced management to withdraw act 
after first show. 

Line romps back for a football 
routine to ‘That’s What We Learned 
in College,’ with Martel doing vocals 

background of collegiate tunes 

Philip Morris, 16, gets over big 
with ‘Rosalie,’ ‘Did Your Mother 
Come From Ireland? ’and ‘The Siiver 


in Mother's Hair,’ latter tune said to 
be by pianist Napoli. Kid is pler ty 
okay. Lucch. 


New Aets 


CHARLES BAUM and Orchestra 
Essex House, N. Y. 

Charles Baum is an expert pianist 
who has played with Paul Whiteman 
on his broadcasts and with other 
} ouse bands in radio and recording. 
his is the first time he has built a 
band around himself for straight 
dance work and judging by the re- 
sponse at the Essex House’s Casino- 
on-the-Park, it’s seemingly a good 
idea. 


Baum has a small (12) but good 
dance combination and, recoursing 


to one mugg manager's axiom that 
‘the only way I know it’s a good 
dance band is when the custemers 
get up and dance,’ Baum seemingly 
fills the bill in that direction. They 
sure get up to terp, which is really 
the alpha and omega of dance com- 
bos, 

The Essex is working on a slim 
band budget so there are frequent 
lulls between dance sets, due to the 
manner of union-scale payment to 
3aum’s orchestra. From the man- 
agerial viewpoint they might emu- 
late the niteries’ practice of mara- 
thon music, even if it’s only a pian- 
ist to plug the waits between dance 


sessions. It so happens that Vee 
Lawnhurst, songwriter-pianist, does 
her stuff at the 10 o’clock lull, and 


perhaps she might be moved down to 
fill in when the boys are grabbing 
their smokes. Arthur Murray's Big 
Applers continue as the sole floor di- 
vertissement. Abel. 


CHARIOTEERS (5) 

Songs 

7 Mins.; One 

Strand, Brooklyn , 
Quartet of colored vocalists, aided 

by a fifth as pianist, is from radio 

but the ease with which they work 


| suggests previous vaude experience. 


Ruth Petty sings two torches and | 


Boys have a style that adds up to 
sock entertainment. For this type of 
act rhythm is, of course, the basis 
of all arrangements but happily they 
don't lese sight of the melody in the 
tunes they use. Audience here went 
for them, demanding two encores. 

Present a neat appearance, all 
dressing alike, 


Int’l Casino 


43) 








(Continued from page 
will be decided upon this week, it 
would also mean a shift of some of 
the acts. Show has been running in- 
tact since opening. Gaudsmith 
3ros., Bobby May, Caligary Bros. are 
among the top acts in the revue. 
Late reports are that 16 Chester Hale 
girls reduced to 12, and pay cut from 
$42.50 to $35.00. 

Still another idea may see Louis 
Fischer, vet cafe man from Reisen- 
weber’s of old, in as a business 
ecutive to watch the budgets. per- 
mitting Moss to function more freely 


€x- 


us the greeter and front man, for 
which his personality is aptly con- 
etituted. Partner Brecker (said to 
be chiefly financed by Dave Loew) 
and maestro Olsen have not been #s 
active, latter playing other engage- 


ments and Brecker quite ill since the 
debut of the International. 


Meantime, Music Corp. of Americz 
which owns the ice show, trying 
to line up theatre dates for ‘Bravo!’ 
f and when that show closes at the 
International Casino. Asking $8,500 
a week, 

Also troubling Internationa) is a 
nix by the fire department. Teme 
pe y dressing room have been 
condemned and ultimatum out 
that irregularities be remedied by 
Mii or e!seé Attorney Wilzin says 

being taken care of so as to 
ng fire underwriter costs down 











VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 16, 1938 
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Numerals in connectio 





Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (March 21) 


THIS WEEK (March 14) 


show, whether full or split week 


n with bills below indicate epening day of 














RKO 


| Baker-Jackson G'ls 
GREENWICH 
Granada 





BOSTON 
Memori: 
Trent 
Shaver Co 


Rav & 
Buster 
Bill Robinson 


(1@) 


12 Aristocrats 

Felovis 

Carl Freed Co 

S\ivia Froos 

Diamond Bros 
Boston (17) 


F & M Briton Ore 
CHICAGO 
Palace (18) 

Hale Girls 


Monree Bros 
Ann McCabe 


Chester 


Sara 
Dawn Tagi 
Gil Lamb 


CINCINNATE 
Shubert (18) 


al (17) 





} Manley Bros 
Galliurd 6 
Rernardi 
CLEVELAND Fields Band 
= ge tg ae ISLINGTON 
Saale Mawete __ Blue Hall 
Leah Ray nape & Evans 
Maxellos Fred Brezin 
(11) LEYTONSTONE 
Clyde McCoy re Rialte 
Don Bestor Or Jack Lewis 
Fenwick & Cook Rolling Stenes 
Johnny Woods Edith Wallington 
Kay Picture } 


STRATFORD 
Broadway 
ons 


COLUMBUS 
Palace (11) Carli 
Mae West Panslow Co 
Moore & Revell Paddy 
Jack Powell 


Drew 


| 


j 


TOOTING 
Granada 
TBC’s ‘Normandy 

Alfred Orch 

Joe Young Co 
Maisie Weldon 
Normandy Helles 
tjeo0 Wolkowsky 
Kiama Grande 


WALTHAMSTOW 
(iranada 


Jack Lewis 
Rolling Stones 
Kdith Walington 


WOOLWICH 
Granada 

Gordon Ray G 
Teddy Fosier 
Fred Cope 
Iris Sadler 
Mary Fuller 
Master Shneck 
Bobby Howell 


ris 


Bd 





Milton Watson | 
Medley & DuPree | 
Juanita & Champs 
MINNEAPOLIS | 
Orpheum (18) 
jenny Merofft 


Provincial 





SCHENECTADY 
Proctor’s (17-19) 





























Dave Apollon Co ted Skelton Orc 
(11) (19-12) j 4 = 
Bells H'ian Fol La Conga Fol a ee 
Giggles & Girls’ 
Jack Anthony 
TOURING THE cna Stawell 
Hilda Meaecham 
Neller & Clare 
Jay Morelle 
12 8S Fisher Girls 
LYDA SUE Sack. tate 
a ieee N Lassiter Bros 
MANAGEMENT EDINBURGH 
LEDDY & SMITH Royal 
Waldini’s Orch 
| Sybil Stanford G'ls 
7 = es { Gold & Cordell 
| Sam Barton 
| Ray Vaughin 
Gaston & Andree 
Loew Sax & March 
GLASGOW 
| Pavilion 
| ‘Red Hot & Blue’ 
NEW YORK CITY PITTSBURGH | Evelyn Taylor Jr 


State 


Alphonse Berg Co 


Paul 


Draper 

York & King 

Barney Rapp Ore 
EVANSVILLE 


(17) 


(17-19) 





Stanley (18) 





Sid Field 
Matt Nixon | 
Nanette 
Ted Lewis Band 
Hienshall’s ladies 
Lilian Trevor 
Wim Breach 
8 Alfredos 
6 Kohlers 
Nixon & Morrison 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 
Hay & ‘o 
Cora O'Farrell 
Mill Roy 
Morton Fraser | 
Podesta Bros | 
Lipetonettes 
DUBLIN 
Theatre Royal 
‘In Town Tonight’ | 
Larry Adler 
Max Wall | 
Tommy Trinder | 
S & M Harrison | 
Swing Girls | 


Will 





; 
| 
Clyde McCoy | 
Hal LeRoy 
Les Gezzis 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (18) 
Swedish Bellringers 


Ore 


| 


Cabaret Bills 





Bobby Pinkus Co | 
Jimmy Scribner | 








Majestic Billy Wells 
Parisian Fol 4 Fays Barney Galiant’s 
Ann Gale 
Hanson, How'd & H 
Angela Velez 
aramount 2 Uitte Secs 
Barrel of Fun 
| Snub Mosely Ore 
NEW YORK CITY FT. WORTH Clayton & Dunn 


Paramount (15) 
Cab Calleway Ore 
Carol 

ABERDEEN 
Orpheum (19-20) 

Bowes Co 
AUSTIN 
Paramount 
Blackstone 

BUFFALO 
Buffalo (18) 


Nita 


Major 


D'Artega 


CHIC 
Chicage (18) 


(23-25) 


AGO 





Worth (19-22 
Blackstone 
JAMESTOWN 


Gertrude Dwyer 
Bennett Green 





Opera House | Bertolotti’s 
(21 only) |} Don Svlivio Ore 
Major Bowes Co | Angelo’s Rhu'ba Ba 
KANSAS CITY | Ivy Cole 
Newman (18) | June Carroll 
Major Bowes Co Anne White 


MINOT 3 Little Sachs 
State (23-24) Laura Deane 
Major Bowes Co Renee Villon 
ORFOLK 


Colonial (18-19) Bill’s Gay 90’s 











Kay Kyser Ore Ina Ray Hutton Or/| Ra Furman 
.| Billy Lorraine 
] | Margaret Young 
| Joe Howard 
Warner | Rudy Madison 
| Ethel Gilbert 
| Spike Harrison 
| Henry LaMarr 
BROOKLYN Babe Matthews Frances White 
Strand (18-20) Harris & Howell | Casa Manana 
ae set PETA WASHINGTON | 445 Lyman Ore 
>» is i Karle (18) | Joe Candullo Ore 
Farle (18) ie hockwell 
Rert Wheeler Tommy Dessey Ore | Sally ‘wit 
Porothy Lee J & I. Seiler ; Yaad 
(il) Ann Anderson ee 
Tommy Dorsey Orc (11) ‘rom Tatricola 
J & L Seiler Variety Gambols aan wavacanh 
Ain Anderson Allen & Kent Willie Waste = 2 
PITTSBURGH Buck & Bubbles Walter Dare Wahl 
Stanley (11) % Virginians | Nicene. Bin 
J lunceford Ore Paul Kirkland i Geaskala mers 
Ralph Brown Detmar Popper . 


| Sanami & Michi 





Independent 


Chateau Moderne 
Bert Mann 
Billie Blue 
Dot Wexler 














Connie Maxwell 
| Bobbie Fave 
CHICAGO Helen Denizon | Madame Jean 
State Lake (18) American Rockets | Carolyn Potier 
; ; Clete (18) Club Cavalier 
Sandy Tang Co Shep Fields Orc u 
2 Randall Sis 8 Nonchalants Teddy Lang Ore 
Jolnny Berkes KANSAS CITY Jack Laurie 
June Carr Fox-Tower (18) | Ano Kennedy 
Dp « I. Nash Danny & Edith | Ginger O'Neill 
Prof Lambert! Waller & Lee | lrene Mauseth 
INDIANAPOLIS tauteir Steev'ch’se | Connie Bee 
Lyric (18) MEMPHIS | Harriet Brent 
Minevitech Co Orpheum (18-21) | Nellie Durkan 
Sully & Thomas Gourfain Co |} Jean Krantz 
Tite Coral (22-24) Naney Kuber 
Audvey Dempsey Major Bowes Co | Ramona 
(lub 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Jack ‘White 
on Pat KBarrington 
June Lorraine 
Frankie Hyers 
leila tlayvnes 
Week March 14 Bate y et 
LONDON CLAPHAM 1 1-R'd Jackson 
Astoria D. Granada Willie Grogan 
Wardell 4 Savoy Jr. Band Julio 
Dominioa gy Club Gauche 
Savoy Jr. Band 2 Stealer’ teres I.os Gauchos Ore 
CAMDEN TOWN Gaiilard 6 Dimitri & Virgil 
Gaumont Rernardi Trini Plaza 
Juck Stacks Fields Bana Nannette Vallon 
Wardell 4 Premier ! Arturo Cortes 
6 Harivenists Carleton Latonita 
LREINTON Penslow Co } Club Yumuri 
Empress | Paddy Drew _' Amando Castro O: 
Stancil ‘s Stag P'ty FINSBL R\ PARK posita Ortega 
Nermon Tong Empire Manchito 
Hiusselt & Marconi Variety Show Bt poddy togers 
3 Al eers Hutch Rosita Rodrigo 
Beene Shonnen tilly Bennette Lolita Gomez 
tues A towland Qwen MeGiveney Ls : 
Sihhamvas Rill Baileys Cotten Club 
Max Herman 2 Jokers Da Ellingiten O 
Ja Wynne Reading & Grant Aija Ward 


NEW YORK CITY 








Peters Sis 
Peg-leg Bates 
Mae Johnson 
Alan & Anise 
Chocolateers 


Ei Chice 


Don Alberto Ore 

Normita 

Nena & Candido 

Sevillanas 

Fausto Alvarez 

Asuncion Granados 
FA Toreador 

Augusto Coen Ore | 

Mercedes 











Albert Malanga Orc | 
Baron Gyldenkrone | 


Aileen Conk 
Helen & Tom Nip 
Joe Lane 
Jean Buzonie 
Ruth Hazen 
Peter Randall 
Carolyn Knight 
Valerie Dumont 
Joey Cappo 
Jean Jordan 
Jean Vickers 
Havana-Madrid 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Socarras Or: 
Carlos & Carita 
Don Casanova 
I.a Gitanilla 
Tapiar & Dores 
La Milonguita 
Hawaiian Vacht 
Club 
Bob Matsu Ore 
Dorn Bros & M 
Mildred Law 
Bobby Short 
Margie Knapp 
Marie Austin 
Bobbie Short 
Hickory House 
Joa Marsala Ore 
leggy Newton 
3 Peppers 
Hetel Ambassador 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Flerencea & Alvarez 
Adelaide Moffett 
Hotel Astor 


Williams Ore 
KRaginsky Ore 


41 


| Sande 
M 





c! 


Hotel Belmont- 
| Place 

Sonny 
Lillhan 


KRendis Ore 
Shade 
| Thurston Crane 
| Moto! Kitmuore 
| Horace Heidt Ore 
| Charles Goodman 
| Red Farrington 
| Lysbeth Hughes 
; 4 Kings 
Hotel Bossert 
j (Breokly a) 
; Will McCune Ore 
| Hotet Commodore 
{Red Nervo Ore 
Mildred Bailey 
Bote) Fdison 
Biue Barren Ore 
Hetel Kxsexr Moun: 
Charles Raum Orc 
Vee Lawnhursi 
Ratel Goer 
Eddie Lans 





Clinton 
Orc 


| Leo Reisman 


| Gene 


| Maddie 





Hotel Lincolsa 
Isham Jones Ore 
Kathleen Lane 


Heteil ticAipis 
J Messner Orc 
| Jeanne D’Arcy 
Gonzales & Mennen 


Hotel New Yorker 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Bob Eberle 
June Richmond 
Hotel Park Central 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Cass Franklin 
Una Wyte 
Enters & Borgia 
Freddy Werner 
Balabanow 6 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Benny Goodman Or 
Ray Bauduc 
Kay Weber 
Motel Piccadilly 
Jeno Bartal Ore 
Mote! Piaza 
Pancho Ore 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Hotel Kooservelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Lukewela Orc 
Hotel Mave, -Plaze 
Gerry Morton Ore 
McNamara 
Dixie Ingram 
Dwight Fiske 
Don Alfonso Ore 
Hotel Shelton 
Ed Mayehoff Ore 
Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Harold Stern Ore 
Hotel St. Morita 
Raiph Gonzales Ore 
Basil Fomeen Ore 


Joe 


| «‘laire Vermonte 


Week March 14 | 


Fawn & Jordon 
Hotel St. Regis 


Emil Coleman Ore 
(* Codolban Ore 

inda Maria 
Mario & Floria 

Hotel Tafe 

Geo. Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 

Hotel Victoria 
Jerry Rose 


| 2 Melodeers 


Hotel Walderf- 
Astoria 


Ore 


Xavier Cugat Ore 
Sheila Barrett 
Gower & Jeanne 


International Casimo 


Yascha Bunchuk Or 
Fosdick Ore 
Calgary Bros 
Gaudsmith Bros 
McMullen 
Bobby May 
C de la Grange 
Artini 
Maurice & Crance 
Jacqueline Mignac 
Emilie Gregoire 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Joe Capello Ore 
Allan Small Ore 
Kelly Rev 
Kit Kat Club 
Maurice Rocco Ore 
Dick Wade 
Jovce Beasley 
Alice Harris 
Pearl Baines 
Charioteers 
Teddy Hale 
John Cooper 
«‘onsuelo Harris 
Dorothy Rhodes 
Larue 
Davis Ore 


Smith Ore 
Gillespie 


Eddie 
Joseph 
Tulie 


Graziella Parraga 
Famous Door | le Conga 
pry A eg ore B Madriguera Ore 
Johnny & Geo | La Marquise 
Garbo Karol Kane 


Trini Plaza 
Muriel Welch 


| Frank La Salla 


Doris laVerne | aiivertens & 

Mickey ectey Marla Forbes 

Brot G Feung Frank McFarlane 

Greenwich Village | Dolores Rogers 
Casino | Cela Lee 

Ray O'Hara Ore Ann Stuart 


| Laurel-in-the-Pines 
| (Lakewood, N. J.) 


| Jerry Livingston Or 


le Coq Rouge 

| Don Marton Ore 
| Geo Sterney Ore 
Murray Heyman 

| le Mirage 
| Harry Horton Ore 
Consuelo Flowerton 
| Eleanor Sheridan 
| Maryon Dale 
| V MacNaughton 
Tisdale 3 

Leon & Eddie's 
.ou Martin Ore 
‘lurence Faster 
Eddie Davis 
| Jack Waldron 
| Edith Roark 
| Georgia Sothern 


| 1 
| ¢ Or 


lane, Tree & E 
‘Trent Patterson 
lai Foun Tr 


3 Komics 


i Jean Scott 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Cookie Williams 

Le Ruban Bleu 
Hope Emerson 
Herbert Jacoby 
Etsie Houston 
Jimmy Daniels 
Bowers & Walter 

Marta’s 

Angel Pagan 
Hiena Cortez 
i Pipps 

S Villanueva 

Nut Club 

Henry 
Lillian 
Helene 
Jack Mason 

Old Roumapian 
Michael Weiner Ore 


' 


Ore 


Jerome Ore 


Nono 


Yourly Yourlott 
Helen Shaw 
Sammy Morris 
Rosalie Roy 


Sadie Banks 
Ethel Bennett 
Ada Lubina 
Ronnie De Campe 
Onyx Club 


John Kirby Ore 
Maxine Sullivan 


Leo Watson 
Paradise 
Bunny Berrigan Orc 
Lionel Rand Orc 
tarbara Parks 
# McNally 
Place Elegante 
W Palermo Orc 
Bill Farrell 
Ernest Franz 
Vincent DeCosta 
Rex Gavitte 
Plantation Club 
Ovie Alston Ore 
Lee Simmons 
Morton & Margo 
Lawrence Hill 
Anderson Sis 


Queen Mary 


Sis 


Hal Hope Ore 

Hay Jones 

Ann White 
Katherine Mayfield 
Wilson Lang 

Kadio Franks’ Club 
Frank Bessinger 
Jerry White 


Gracie Morgan 
Gus Wicke 
Jimmy Burns 
Fred Bishop 
Mammy Jennie 
Joe Gallagher 
Rainbow Grill 
Bert Block Ore 
Theod’re & Denesha 
Rainbow Koom 
Ruby Newman Ore 
Don De Vedi Ore 
Billy Milton 
Raye & lvaidi 
Roumanian Village 
Charley Swartz Ore 
Ludwig Satz 
Henry Berman 
Leo Fuld 
Henrieh Cross 
Doloris-Rosina 
Gypsy Nina 
Russian Art 
Yasha Datsko Ore 
Anna Kouznetzova 
Mara 
Sinda Voella 
Alex Bolshakoff 
Eli Spivack 
Zachar Martinoff 
Russian Kretchma 


Michel Michon 
Mischa 
Daria Birse 


Nadia Sokvloskaya 
Marusia Sava 
Simeon Karavaeff 
Salon Koyal 
Barry Winton Ore 
J Dominguez Orc 
Joan EKdwards 
Nancy Nelson 
Hilda Salazar 
Martha Stephenson 
Sterk Club 
Bobby Parks Ore 
Nilo Menendez Ore 
Versailles 
Larry Siry Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 
Gracie Barrie 
Village Barna 
Johnny Johnson Or 
Peggy Mann 
Tom Emerson Co 
Larrv McMahon 
Gardner & Kane 
Cyril Mansfield 
Kellegiate Kids 
Village Brewery 
T.ou Carroll Ore 
Jimmy Audubon 
Pat Kilpatrick 
Whirling Top 
Fran Craven 
Musical Tops (3) 
lioney Johnson 
Wivel 
Boh Asen 
Mitzi Perry 
Susie Oder 
Boh Lee 
Aida 
Patricia Riley 
Fjola Marine 


Ore 





| LOS ANGELES 


| Ball 

| Larry Carr 

| bruz Fletcher 
Beverty Wilshire 

| Nick Cochran 

| Debutantes 

| Muzzy Marcelleno 

| tee FioKito Ore 

Biltmere tow) 

liromyvy Grier Ore 

| Julie Gibson 
Oehman 2 


Wing Loo Tr 
Bruce Holden 
Willard & Hurley 


3 Rhythm Rascaie 
Cafe De Paree 
Dorothy Black 
Hudson & Hudson 
Smoky Joe 
| Max Cochrane 
Cate International 
All Colored Show 
Mojica Orc 
Cafe ta Mase 
Diana 
Kliane 
Don 
Cocoanut Grove 
Gali Gali 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Pameus Deer 
Eddie Beal 
c 


4y Coe 


Cordon 
Dahl 
toland Ore 


Stuff Smith 
Jonah Jones 


Rawaiian Paradise 
Leina Ala 

Hilda Puaiola 
Kddie Bush Ore 
Pat O'Shea 

Satini 

Pau Wialoka 

Dick Metntyre 
Suni Sifiafi 


It Cafe 


Deane Moore 


Aniwa Boys 
Little Club 

Jane Jones 

Paul Kendall 

Lea Keene 

Tiny Meredith 
Omar’s Dome 

Aloma Hano 

(eorge Redman Or« 

Chas Earle 

Lee Lemen 

Eddy & Tours 

Dorothy Roberts 











Ninon Bergou 
Norski 

Vicki Allen 
Pegey Pase 
Porethy Ray 
The Greeggervs 
Geo Ball Rev 


| 
| 


| laine Kirkalee 


| Henry Monet 


Honolulu Dancers 


aRue 
Beddy tat Silver 


Al Heath Ore hay 
ere Kennedy Somerset House 
= 4 Park Ave Boys 
Ruth Robin ee , 
Jacks'n & Blackw'll Topsy’s 
Perry 2 Ann Douglas 
Hudson Metzger GIS) \riyine Wingo 
Phil Harris Ore am 
Paris inn Jane Lord 
Frank Sortino Ore Constance Blackm’n 


Dominic Columbe 
Keo Henryson 


Dana Billings 
Red Nichols Ore 
Alice Hulett 
Larraine Gerard 
f.eaona Rice 
Agnes Johnson 


Trecadere 
Garwood Van Ore 
Wilshire Bowl 

Les Parker Ore 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk | 


Leah Kessler 
turnett & Allen 


(hora Maithaison 
Marguerita del Rie 
Juan de Martinis 

Seven Seas 
Lily Gibson 





Hotel Congress 
(Casino) 


Kay Kyser Orch } ; 
Loyanne & Renard | Benny Meroff Rev 
Jo Andrews Drake Hote! 
Cher Paree | (Gold Coast Koom) 
{ Hal Kemp Ore 
I Holtz } 
Duke McHale ; come Ope 
] hyllis Colt | Grand Terrace 
' 


C & J Preisser Louis Armstrong Or 


Harrison & Fisher | May Diggs 
Don Huston |} Penny & Joe 
Don Orlando Ore Sunny Woods 
| Henry Busse Ore Robby Caston 
Colostmos Julia Hunter 
Henri Gendron Ore Sigeneee Seach 
Boge tT aia (Marine Room) 
Ver a Dunn Orrin Tucker Ore 
| Lytle 2 Morton Welles 
| Madie & Ray Earle MacBeigh 
| Elite 3 : Bailey Sis 
Bonnie Baker 
| Club Alabam Hotel Palmer House 
| Harriet Norris (Empire Reom) 
| Effie aces Maurice & Cordoba 
Ines Gamble Gali-Gali 
| Cars Villani - Dorothy King 
— oP a ; x Stanley Hickman 
| Monte Morrison Bernie Cummins Or 
885 Club Abbott Dancers 
Paul Rosini Hotel Shermar 


Nicholas Matthey Or | 


(College Inn) 


Gladys Crane 


Susan Cantu Willie & FE Howard 
Gloria Faye Bob Bromley 
J Honnert Stadler & Rose 
Nina Rinaldo Ore Louis Panico Ore 
Guy 90's Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Room) 
Lew King ‘ a 
Ingrid Sterling Young Ore 
Dolores Green Rose Bowl 
Skippy Reale Earl Rickard 
Bobbie Conner Mickey Dunn 
lew King Paulette LaVierre 
Juies Novitt Ore Marceile Gardner 
| Colleen Peggy _Lee 
Tom Ferris 
Marry’s N. X. John Hurst 
Cabaret Royale Frolics 
Chas Engles Ore Mark Fisher Ore 
Jack Irving Sid Tomack 
Art suckley Reis Bros 
Al Wagner Dolly Kay 
Dorothy Johnston Jevce Bros & Dean 
Taurene Nevell Anita Jacobi 
Joe & Tonett Jack Hilliard 
Harry Linden Richards, Adriensa 3 
Billy Meyers 3 Trojans 
Mystic Vibré . 
Mystic Vibra Three Deuces 
Hi-Hat Roy Eldridge Ore 
Willie Shore Cleo Brown 
Nan Blackstone Gladys Palmer 
Armida Fred Reed 
Bracht & Manners Monette Moore 
| Sid Lang Ore Yacht Club 
Hote! Bismarck Billy Gray 
(Walnut Room) Jerry Bergen 
. & “a Hazel Harmon 
Art Kassel Ore June Glory * 
Marion Holmes Retty Coeds 
sad = Al Golden Ore 
2 Kileens , 
| Frank Payne 606 Club 





Young & Sloan Billy Carr 
Marion Miller 


Hotel Brevoort Tripoli 3 





Florence Schubert Mary Grant 
Bene Laevin Boots Burns 
Joe Pariato Marne 

Anchorage Swing Kings Ore 
Catherine Smith Hollywood Cafe 
Mary Bilers 
Sally WaMarr Harry Rose 


Peggy Marlowe 


Johnny Graff Ore ily ase Orc 





| 








Areadia Int’! + ing Carroll 
- — Olga Mirova 
—— Pst el Ore Anuibassadors Line 
Bob Hannon Hotel Adelphia 
co ae (Cate Marguery) 
Don Renaldo Ore | Bob Roltner 
Joe Frasetto Ore 

Bellevue-Stratford Beverly Kirk 

(Planet Room) Floridians Ore 
Mever Davis Ore al omen 
(Burgundy Room) inste Vestoff 
Frank Juele Orc Burry, Btn, Wyler | 
Ben Franklin Hotel) Jack Gwynne | 


(Georgian Room) 
Leo Zollo Ore 


Benny the Bum’s 


Hotel Philadelphian 
(Mirror Koom) 


: wy Beth Challis 
pong A Mi Kay Joe Milikopf Ore 
“pects ‘Tria Ruthania & Maleom | 
Swing seo How'd Fuller & Sis | 
Rove & Maye Saymonds 
Milt Kellem Ore Carolyn Dyne 
Vera Niva 
Lenora, Sola lambs Taverns 


Wally Wanger Girls] Larry Meli Ore 


Little Rathskeller 
Jack Griffin Ore 


Cedarwood Ina 
(Malaga. N. J.) 
Clarence Mich Ore 


Johnny & George 
Margie Person Nancy Lee 
Sunny Dare Mildred HKoselle 
Ruth Kay Julia Ruthe 
. Marty Bohn 
} Club nd Ruby Bennett 
| Dick Thomas 


Mitzi Lane 
Alice Marlowe 
Aileen Faye 


Palumbo’s 
Bobby Morro Ore 
Kiddie Thomas 








Galante & Leonarda 


Pacitic Sunset Club 





Miriam Halpin Lee Bartel 
Nanette Matiner & er ° 
Jerry Delmar Ore ry non? a id 
. - . Roma Bros 
Ctub Farakess =| atten Gilbert Girls 
|} Al Wilson R ‘ 
Kippy Velez endezvous 
| Maina Leonard Pete Marconi 
|} Kay Dixon Charles & C Joy 
Dottie Bollinger Madiyn Russell 
Emma Stouck Kdwards Sis 
| Fran Caswell Smith, Mason & § 


Thornton Ore 


Embassy Club 
| Barbara Johnson 


} Bill les Barclay 
| James Negra Ore 


Stamn’s Cafe 


Alice Winstead Reynard & Marvia 
| Dottie Matthews | p& P Matthews 
| Helen Benton | Minnicka 
| Bert Clemoux Vie Earlson 














| Cordova Sis Pat Cranford 

| Lewie Sis Jack & Johnny 
Pedro Blanco Ore | Irving Braslow Ore 

}Cufe Ball | Silver fake Inn 

| Dwight Fiske (Clementon) 

| 1523 Lecust Bill Honey Orc 

| Major, Sharp & M DeMar & DAndre 
Ruth Martin Thelma Moore 
Whuyv Lavery Frank McCormick 
Irene Kay Ruth Kidd 

Bert St Clair Chester Dolphin 


} 


| Jack 


1214 Club 
Green 
Girls 
Alexander 
Ray 
Sterling 


Jackie 
Hollywood 
Pearl 
Isabelle 
Kleanor 
Ginger Sherry 

Myrna Deane 

Chick Finis Ore 


Cafe 
Orc 


Parrish 
Kinsley 
Slim Walker 

Clint Jones 

Arlene Batteaste 
George Craft 
Francis Alexander 

Dutkin’s Kathskelier 


Romain & C'’wthorn 
Sunny Graser 
2Zalph Halcourt 
Victor Nelson Ore 
Trank Ponti 

21 Club 
Hylton 
Eleanor 
June 3 


Elaine 


Ted 


Sis 

towers 
irrett 
Martin 
Jerry Brandon 
Music Weavers 
Weber's Hof Brau 

(Camden) 

Louls Chalkin Ore 


Ray Miller 

T & J Sh'll'nh’mmer 

Golden Horse j 
Markie & Paul ' 
3 Cards 

Jack Moss 

Sepple Zintle 

Int'l Instrumental 8 
Sid Golden 
Eldoradians 


Ubang! Club 
Doc Hyder Ore 
Bobby Evans 
Smiles & Smiles 
% Cyclones 
Helen Dorsey 
Jennie Dancer 
Blanche Saunders 





Yorktowne Tavera 


Frank Harrigan 
Frank Stuab Ore 


Evergreen Casino 
Willie Winston 
Brett & Young 
Jimmie Kelley 
Keb Coffey 

Amelia Gillmore 
Kathleen May 

|; Jay King 
Henry May 


Orc 


BOSTON 


Brown Derby 
Timmie McHale Orc 
Scott & Douglas 
tose Rayner 
Mary lou & §S 
Lynne Korne 
Walter Donahue 
Sylvia Thompson 


Club Mayfair 
Lewis Bonick Ore 
Dawn & Darrow 
Dick & Dot Jones 
Mystics 2 
Frank Hall 
4 Kings 

Cocoanut 
Billy TLossez 
Billy F 
Chas Mazone Co 
Park & I. 
Al Richer 


Congo 


Grove 
Ore 
ivne 

5 


Ane 


Eddie 
Rollins 
Sweety 
(jraves 
Sally Vine 
fuddy lie 
Rose Chapman 


Deas Ore 
& Rollins 


Pie 


wis 


Famous Door 
Herbert Marsh Orc 
Alice St John 
tuth Colburn 
Norma Mitchell 
Walter Cole 
Johnny Cawthorne 

Hotel Bradford 

(Penthouse) 
lee Elliott Ore 
Paul Marin 
Natalie & Darnelle 
Haves, Haig & H 
Phil Barron 
Adorables 10 
Hotel Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Irwin Gilbert Ore 
Hotel Copley Plaz: 
(Merry-Go-Round 
Jimmy <Avalone C 


| Hotel Copley Square 


| Vin Ore 
Dan 
Helena Carlson 


| 
| 
| Hotel Moorland 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Vincent 
Sweeney 


Bob Hardy Ore 


Hotel Statler 

(Terrace Koom) 
Nve Mayhew Orc 
linda Keene 


Buddy Welcome 


(Cafe Rouge) 
Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Westminster 
(Blue Koom) 
Murray Sack Ore 
Honey Murray 
Rose Rolland 
tlardy 
& Rita 
Levaggi's 
Chick Webb Ore 
Kila Fitzgerald ’ 
Normandie Balir’m 
Lawrence Welk Ore 
Jerry Burke 
Walter Bloom 
Kirby Brooks 


Seville 
Rico Ore 
Southland 
Welk 
Burke 

Bloom 
Brooks 

Steuben’s 
Jack Fisher Ors 
Janet Carol 
Chadwicks 2 
Harrison & Hoyt 
Elaine & Harriet 
Marie King 
VYowne Club 
Monroe Or 
nt Plaza 
ke! 


is 


Pom 


Leo 


| Don 


| Lawrence 
Jerry 
Walter 
Kirby 


Ore 


un 
(ren 
“ne Or 


sn 


MIAMI 


Club Bagdad 
Hughie Greer Ore 
Sherr Bros 


Roberta Sherwood 
Harvey Hell 
Frickee Sis 
Hiilda Palnot 
Club Continentale 
W Feldkamp 
Carbonell Ore 
Joe BE Lewis 
Lillian Carmen 
John Hale 
Orchids 
DeAngelo & Porter 
Club Esquire 
Larry T.ondon Ore 
Paul Mall 
Kddie Peyton 
Joe & Eddie 
Whitney & Lee 
Club Ha-Ha 
Don Charles Ore 
Tex Hendrix 
Brooks 2 
Jackie Maye 
Arthur Budd 
Johnny Mangum 
Bert Linden 
silly Kennedy 
Tommy Martin 
Geo Kelly 
Club Ta Paloma 
Frank Tally Ore 
Johnny Peters 
Gay Nineties 


Ore 


Kay Parsons 
Joe Callaway 
Ancil Swee 
Jack Ryan 

Tiny Kingsmore 
Andrini Bros 


H'’wood Yacht Club 


Paul Sabin Ore 
Jack Dempsey’s 

T.eon Navarra Ore 

Vincent Lragale Or 

Joan Abbott 

Oshins & lLessy 

R & G McbDonald 


M'Fadden Deauville 


Bob Nolan Ore 
Randalls 


{France Nardi 
Redford & Wallace 
Miami Biltmore 
Ramon R 
Bernhdt 
Howard 
Le Paul 
Dick & 
| (Charley 
Marissa 

Paddock Club ! 


Ore 


amos Ore 
& Graham 
Marsh 


FE Rarstow 
Masters 


Prima 
Billy Mack 
Basin St. 3 
Polo Club I 
Janet Bliss 
Myers $3 
Don Rene 
Riptide Club 
Hughie Barrett Ore 
Helene Heath 
3 Scamps 
Roney Plaza 
Jack Meyers Ore 
Sanchez Ore 
Medrano & Donne 
Barry Devine 
job Hall 
Terry la Francont 
Royal Palm Club 
Vincent T.opez Ore 
Harry Richtnan 
R & E Reves 
Robbins Fam 
Sunny Istes Club 
Howard Lally Ore 
| Pegev Tucker 
Northway & Danilo 
' Carroll & Gorman 
Peggy LeBaron 
Town Casino Club 
Jack Eby Ore 
Peter Higgins 
Suddyv Walker 
(‘astaine & Barry 
lna Benson 
Villa Venice 
A Lukas Ore 
Olivette & Dimitri 
lLLambertons 
(iaylene Sis 
Boyd Heathen 
Louis Hoffman 
Alice Kellerman 


Leon 


LETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Cusine) 
Johnny Hamp Ore 
Crawtor & Caskey 

Jane Whitney 


John Campbell 


Commodore Club 
LeBrun Sis 
Charles Costello Or 
Huddy 
Don Arden 
Commodorables 6 


Detroit A. €, 
Bob Chester Ore 
Jackie 
Pat Nasena 
Arnv Curvall 

Hotel Statler 

(Terrace Boom) 
Marshard Or 
Vaughan Munroe 
Lathrops 

Nerthwood tan 
Ray Carlin Ore 
la Rue Parker 
Monty Wysong 
Gus Howard 


(Continued 


Fisher 


| Martin & Marvel 

| Ruth Dennen 

Powatan 
Lane, Tree & E 

} Sunny Shaw 

| De told 2 
Warren & Bodie 

'4 Debutantes 


Music Masters Ore 


Piantation 
Pete Nugent 
| Bill Walker 
Zobby & Estelle 
Beach Cambers 
Jean Adams 
Cecil Lee Ore 


Saks 


Frankie Belasco 
Hrady 
Mitzi 


Paul 


Sis 
Wayne 
& lDauletie 
Will Henderson Orc 
2 Valves 
| Roland De Prise 
Ten-Forty Clab 
| Aderables (6) 
Pinky Tracy 7 


on page 52) 
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anagers Attitudes Is That ‘Five 
Playwrights on One Play's Murder’: 
Name Dramatists Air Their Plans 


Unadae ¢ ent € } n fe pro- 
( the ( I S the ] e 
y € p! \ n1 I Di bly 

1 over m¢ ot then orks to the 
fir! but will be free to write for 
outside management: While only 
one play is set for production, four 
others are at least tentatively slated 
for next season. Only definite pros- 
pect is ‘Abe Lincoln in _ Illinoi 
drama by Robert E. Sherwood based 
on the life of the Great Emancipator 
from his appointment a a post 
maste! n Ne Salen J to } 
election as President. Play partly 
finished and is planned for an Octo- 
ber productiol with Elmer Rice as 
director and Raymond Massey in the 
lead. 

Elmer Rice also has script in 
preparation, although no_- specific 
plans for the date of its presentation 
have been set. Dramatist sailed last 
Wednesday (9) for Paris, where he | 


plans to finish the work without in- 
terruption. Rice hid out in the 
French capital last year to work on 
his novel, ‘Imperial City... Unknown 
just what the subject of the new 
play will be, but understood the 
author figures on finishing it before 
eummer. 
Anderson's Plans 

Maxwell Anderson is currently 
faid to be working on a play for 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, to 
be produced by the Theatre Guild 
some time next season. Idea is that 
the dramatist had agreed to supply 
play for the acting pair before 
the new playwright-producing group 


a 


plan eventuated. Anderson piece 1s 
said to be far from finished, how- 
ever, and is not a certainty, as the 


writer has previously attempted to | 
do plays for the Lunts, but has never | 


succeeded in creating a Lynn Fon- 
tanne role that suited him. Present 
work is described as a poetic drama. 
Lunts would do the show after their 
tour in ‘Amphitryon 38’ and ‘The Sea 
Gull.’ 

Arderson is understood to have a 
second play already in mind after 





he has completed the Lunt-Fontanne | 


vchicle and hopes to have it ready 


for production next season. That 
would give him two plays in one 
season, although it had been re- 


ported last year that he would never 
again attempt more than one play a 
season. He had three last season, 
including ‘High Tor,’ ‘Wingless Vic- 
tory’ and ‘Masque of Kings.’ 

Sidney Howard is now in Holly- 
wood and is not expected back east 
before April, but he is reported to 
have a play in preliminary draft 
form ard to be working on it from 
time to time in Hollywood. Believed 
he will also be represented in next 
season's list. S. Behrman, fifth 
member of the group, is not report- 
ed to have anything in actual prepa- 
ration, but is said to have merely 
the outline of a play in mind. His 
‘Wine of Choice’ is now running at 
the Guild, N. Y. 


$10,000 Each into Kitty 

While details of the playwright- 
producing scheme have not been 
worked out, the tentative idea is for 
each of the five members to put up 
$10,000 for a production fund. Each 
would receive the regular royalties 
for his own plays all would 
share equally in any profits from the 


NY 
IN. 


1 
and 


production Membei vill conte! 
in regard to writing. production and 
staging problems, with most of the 
business details handled by John F 
Wharton, ‘heir attorney, of the law 
firm Cohen. Cole. We & Wharton 
If the plan works out, othe pla - 
wrights vill be invited to ibmit 
piays for production ougn 
whether thev would b ded in 
the cooperative sharing idea has not 
been cttled. Accore , to Sher- 
wood. no outside none 1! be used 
but the playwrights will put up 
additional capital if necessary 
Group ha: ot vet i n incorpo- 
rated and doe not plan to get 
mund to that det 1 t} im- 
€ It will also l Di i! it 
( Ni1E¢ > page 52) 


| the council 
with George Abbott. 





Add Unionism 

I Y ‘ t 
wee ( € oO UN) € 
LNOSE \ king the concessions 
in legit house In one or two 
spots word vas received that 
picketing might result. 

Understood that outdoor con- 
cession men have been eyeing 
theatres and planning an at- 
tempt to move ! 











REQUIRE PAY 
FOR READINGS 


New rule requiring the payment 
of all actors ho give play readings 
Was passed last week by Equity. 
Under the regulations, managers 
must pay each player $5 per session 


and $10 per second or subsequent 
reading. Stipulation was made by 
after a long conference 
emolument re- 
xplained that in 


ting the 
Abbott e 


In prote 
quirement, 


listening to actors read the parts, 
generally with the author present, 
he could judge more accurately the 
merits of the script and at which 
points it should be revised. Such 
methods, he said, offer greater 


chances of picking successful scripts 


and that a success means long en- 
gagements. Plan benefits the pro- 
fession as a whole, he stated. | 

Contention by Abbott appears to 


have disclosed rather a _ producer’s 
secret. Other managers say there is 
little doubt that a script can be 
|iudged more effectively by hearing 


the parts read by professionals. They 
did not agree, however, that the cost 
imposed by Equity should meet with 
managerial objection. 

Reading of a seript is not the ‘mass 
reading’ custom used by some show- 
men and objected to be actors, That 


' practice calls for a general call for 


—— 


actors, with the manager asking each 
to read lines at random. Mass read- 
ings had been used by menagers In 
casting plays. Such readings were 
recently curbed by Equity. 


NO EQUITY CONCESSIONS 


FOR BEACH OR ISLAND 


Concessions asked for the open air 


operetta season to be conducted 
again this immer at Jones Beach, 
and Randall's Island, N. Y., by For- 
tune Gallo and J. J. Shubert, have 


been denied on all points by Actors 
Equity Assn. Managers sought an 
arrangement for salary reductions 


when performances are cancelled on 


account of rain. More shows than 
usual were called off on account of 
weather last summer but Equity took 


the position that if all performances 


were prevented during the week, sal- | 


aries must be paid regardle 
Understood that Equity figured the 


outdoor owings, presented under 
stock conditio which are less re- 
clive re ation legi OW- 
r are ‘ ! of conces- 
or i oO ' ‘ nt } é 
: ¢ 
tion < ck e ps Ss 
Vere Cie ( } told 
¢ 
the ( : tive i 
) t 24 off 
ut t < 
r¢ 1} I i H V1 Sa 
4’ + 
Dath pert f ( York »S t 
Sund ) ¢ 
Unde ood f ! ( rer 
i ed ‘ ‘ f er 
mo ( ri d ( flerent 
, + 
an ( n ti 
epo ( { I ed come 
plail idu 
a t = t 
H ( ¢ ere et 
Lr } ‘ ed {¢ i 
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D WAY 
IT OUT 


Sam H. Grisman Entering 
Field Shubert- 
Erlanger’s United Booking 
Office—Will Have More 
New York Properties Be- 
fore Next Fall — Using 
‘Tobacco Road’ Profits to 
Extend String 


abo: 


7 











Against 


‘IN BUSINESS TO STAY’ 


Formatio OI ¢ il ( ( H ] n 
the makin: nucleus being not le 
than five theatres on Broadway and 
approxin tel ao out of town 
While there were 1 ealized plan 
of a like naiure made some ¢ ago 
when the I field much larger, 
the pending bool up is stated 
to be assured, 

What prom to be a new circuit 
will be under ‘ie direction of Sam 


H. Grisman, wiio h been acquiring 
theatres in the Time Square for 
the past year or so. Present string 
of five will probably be increased 
before next season. In addition he 
will have 11 out-of-town spots, ar- 
ranged for at the present time. 
Grisman has been warned against 


‘building an empire’ by taking on too 
many houses, but showman 
plains his deals 


the 


are On an 


cally sound basis. While other man- 
agers displayed little interest in se- 
curing theatres, Grisman has leased 
some desirable properties at low 
rents from banks which were forced 
to take over through default of in- 


terest payments 


Such houses can be operated more 


reasonably than formerly. Banks op- 
erated under an assignment of rents 
and so long as the interest on the 
first mortgage is assured, they are 


satisfied until such time 
values shall improve 
be sold, 


when realty 
so the sites can 


| Grisman string on Broadway is 
‘comprised of the Belasco, Forrest, 
Windsor ‘(formerly 48th Street), Hud- 
son and Fulton. He operates all but 
the Forrest on his own, that house 
being rented when ‘Tobacco Road 
gave signs of going along indefinitely. 


{Play gave Grisman his real start on | 


the way up, its profits ‘(divided 
among three or four partners) on the 
| road, providing the money for him 
to expand, 

‘We are in business to 
recently remarked, but stated the ‘we 
is himself so far as the theatre leases 
are concerned and that reports 
his having backers is not correct 
While there of prosperou 
business next the year of the 
World’s Fair, n figures that 


(Continued on page 


promise 
season, 
( 


misma 


Shuberts Weighing 


stay,” he | 


of | 


‘1s 





‘TMAT-Leaoue Pa 





ct Due This Week: 
TOWN Manager, Treasurer Terms Settled. 


Other Issues May Be Arbitrated 





“™ 
Upped House Costs 
Rey t € ( 1 
I r 4 VUE 
more ¢ ) | r 
Broad { it) under the 
] WW: r e € ind ] ( 
ked vy the Theatrical Man- 
age Agents and ‘Treasurers 
union. Added cost to other the- 
atres Vill be considerably i€ 
ce | ri el I er 
( ni ec 
the con f 
legite | the O In some 
tance nere i be tual 
no upped expenditure 
Number of Shubert theatre 
} not ed 1a ( 1 house 
compat! ! nace! partic- 
larly in recent season One 
man |] been required to count 
up two and sometimes three 
spots. 











PLAN SECOND 


EQUITY CENSUS 


ex- | 
economi- | 


New census of Equity’s member- 
ship will be taken, somewhat differ- 


ent from the incomplete data recent- 


ly sought when WPA was asked to 
add more professionals to the Fed- 
eral Theatre Project. New ques- 
tionnaire to be mailed to 3,000 names 
on the membership list, has the lead- 
ing question: ‘Would you be willing 
to work for the WPA theatre 
project?’ 

| Other questions have to do with 
the type of engagements or stage 
business which the recipient feels 
to be his or her best field. It is ex- 


pected that when the, information 
assembled it will be shaped by 
Equity for the use of WPA in cast- 


1s 


ing. If character people are sought, 
such a list would be submitted. 
Same if juveniles or ingenues are 
ought. In that way a general call 
with confusing crowds would be 
obviated. 

Recent census on employment 
‘among the membership appears to 


have been not productive of the de- 
sired results. It was done too hur- 
riedly and answers received could 
not be properly classified. 


"Tebacce’ for Buff 


+ 


} ‘ 
- 
e Le 
| ( ) auce ) 1 - 
1! g tnre 
ee} evween COMMILLe t ce 
ent e two groun 
J re ere reports that the 
pla 1 dating the co t te 
I effecti beginni ig ne ( ( 
) 1 est aie 
| 1 prey i 
QO; { rMAT 
i iea of I t ( 
cale ) retro i 0 i 
Bot} le ubmitted their outlines 
I the contract last Monday (14); 
lille they appeared toc mcur ¢ é 
le and conditions for manage 
treasure! it seemed likely that 
me other points would have to y« 
to arbitrateon for settlement. Mosily 
at variance was the section pertain- 
1g to press agents and advance me 
Terms were dictated by the p.a. 
chapter (formerly New York The- 


itrical Press Agents), which 
joined TMAT. 

Producers were somewhat si 
I ed over the demands of the 
agents, who are seeking higher pay 
than the minimum sought last se 
en they had their own group. 
League was said to have an agrcement 


recenily 


dSONn 


| with NYTPA, but desisted signatur- 


ing it when advised to delay by an 


| Official of the International Alliance 


Columbus, March 15 
‘Tobacco toad’ ij booked nt 
Hartman March 23 for four night 
and two matinees, the fifth appear- 
ance for the play here. John Burton : 


the Jeeter. 


Summer Operettas 


In Strictly Strawhat Spots; Set Details 


| - l- oe ver int 
a ( 1 ar€ pranning « five ILO 
stray t proc £ t immer 
Ve ! € whil j é re ¢ of tne 
trineg of f ( ( etta icce¢ € 
eld é 1 1ding ( 
( rd ‘Rie { ] ce’ ine 
SS le t I vi \ i . 
’ | ‘ ‘ T ¢ 
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i aes 
ti 
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Tee 
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‘Lynn Fontanne Double 
As Howard’s Ophelia 


Copennas li 
Whe Leslie H ( t« 
Der , 1 } j f 
) i ; { 
d } ( { } ‘ f 
have a Da O 
E € : LD: f 
) Hee ] Ls ( { 
q pe Toe rye f ( a 
| } d pret ] ‘ 
L ! t e ri (3 ( 
f ( t ] enied the 
( I On lia She ‘ 
( t D } f 
f f ( 
j ed 
i n For A 


of Theatrical Stage Employees 
(stagehands), At the time TMAT 


Was supposed to form 1 all 
with the stagehands union, but such 
plans have been dropped 
P.A.’s Boosted Minimums 
Stated that the $150 weekly mini- 
n, which was to have the 
ary for p.a.’s for exclusive ser- 
more than many of that craft 
on Broadway have yet earned. In 
the agreement the p.a.’s for $150 
each show handled by the same or 
different managements, Should 
there be four shows, the weekly pay 


a! ance 


mu been 
vices, is 


a 


would be $600. P.a.’s figure that 
nce they will have to pay one or 
two associates and their assistants, 


the net salary will not be so much. 
Such assistants would receive $75 
and $100 weekly, according to the 
number of shows handled by eéach 
office. . 

In addition, the p.a.’s want be 
paid for three weeks in advance of 
opening, claiming the preparatory 
work for a show requires that much 


te 


time and is often the most important 
publicity period. On the road ad- 
vance men (p.a.’s ) are to receive 
$175. Also retain the right to bar- 
gain for salaries in excess of the 

nimums both for Broadway a: 
the road. 

Some rev ion was made concern- 
ing house and company managers’ 
alaries Former are to get $100 
eekly, with the latter $125. Road 
cale of $150 was first proposed. 
There are conditions, however, sal- 
uries being based on six days per 


week. If Sundays are played one- 


th more must be paid and should 
inere be two performances, one- 
fourth extra is due. Added midnight 
performances call for an added sixth, 
Salaries will start when managers 
report or are called for duty by the 
producer, : 
Boxoffice scales of $75 for treas- 
Cl and $50 for a tant Vil the 
alary to begin when f ort for 
emain a i eed « ere 
ed 1 If i 
( te | i f 
the ( ‘ 
e in é ' 
f j ) t ‘ 
iff 
‘ + ‘ 
either from 
J f e T é 
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fF amemers OS —=— 
| ; 
lays on Br oadw ay | Shows in Rehearsal 
a _— ‘What a Life’ (‘It's a Gift,’ 
childhood sweetheart. Those two are , ‘High School,’ etc.)—George 
EMPRESS OF DESTINY etched to typify the contrast between Abbott. 
‘omady in three acts by Jessica Lee and | the complexities of city life and the ‘I Married an Angel’—Dwight 
Fmeyn Leo Walsh.  Fresensed ee uncomplicated existence of the moun- D. Wiman. 
+ ery tem ies "Kiisn Lanai Seatures | +210 people. r ay ‘Schoolhouse on the Lot’— 
Gienn ang bo aa eho re Led naaly It appears to be Miss Volimer’s Philip Dunning. 
—_ March 9, '38; $3.30 top. “~~ | epinion that there is an ine oe ‘The Sea Gull’ — Theatre 
Mine, Tehoglokov ....Helen Raymond oe rugged parsers Bed aan Guild. 
> > Pay we Ln: is somenoy ; a v ‘ ~ ’ ‘ . 
T Sse anally con Ma coneay cheapen d by the civilizing influ- The Duchess of Malfi’—Mer- 
Johanna Erant Woodbury | ences of populous communities. She | cury. 
y oes ah A gaat aba pe ee makes it clear that in finally return- ‘All the Living’ — Cheryl 
. “es at <énewe i sa Landi|/ ing to n post in the city, her hero Crawford. 
Rett vivees 65s cre, | een Con nd him not only his real ‘Simply Henry Hogg’—Thea- 
Mile. she ‘Warde Nermann | cance for lasting contentment, but tre Guild and Actors Rep. 
a Da in «rl mm nis very 1@als. 
Narychkin ; ~~. cole But the problem isn’t as simple as 
a a Kkdward Lester |all that, and Miss Vollmer Retiro yee? 
or vcqueline De W equently suffers in plausibility an Pl — f fT 9 
“ " stat » Gragsiot te c impact. Her plot is rela- ays utO own 
~peyyg sees F acam , tively trivial and only in occasional 
‘A nis Orlo oon, Leo McCabe | instances do her raga hg 
<atva Dashbkov...cecee osees 0 kunid oper | the semblance of life ez hero is a 
Ns , om teens Geor Lamlver vaverl individual, whom she has SPRING THAW 
Fria JG MER. sarsersecer sss oa imbued with her own sentimental | Providence, March 13. 
WN ac hca cv esiekeWneet Cc. N. Hammond | thinking Her mountain woman | Comedy in three acts () scenes) by Clare 
ee William David | heroine. has the playwright’s sym- | Kumme: Produced by Max Gordon. Stars 
aEMne RY ssh eraW athens Tey Pes: pathy, but she is too simple to under- Roland Teune. * aged by Arthur ephins. 
Paul eS dheacss ~~ ‘st arkie stand her own : conflicting motives SA ome greens “ig At the pen Provi- 
- — and too inarticulate to Express | Qnecve. March 11, 12; $2.20 top 
Last week brought in two period, clearly what she does feel. As an | ,,,,. IM Mary Philips 
biographical plays with foreign | antagonist. the wife is shallow and | jreeman................ © meinen 
backgrounds. ‘Empress of Destiny’ | selfish and unconvincingly written. | Willie ca ieeraed eee Roland \ ans 
was the more costly venture, but its | Nearest to actual i cident in the play — le pcsctesesewese ts. I ao Heceee 
chances of capzuring the playgoer | is an old-fashioned country dance in | ,,' FAC RISON  aak daemon 
looked no better than ‘I Am My | act two. Reorien. Leltinrd.<.. ania Sirs 
Youth,’ the companion piece. Sara Haden plays the bitter moun- | Ber pte: Natalia Danesi 
Indicated that plenty of coin has |tgin woman with a repressed bite | af 8. Garsh athe M teh 
been expended for ‘Destiny's’ cos- | that is fairly persuasive. Philip Ober | “"*" “""" ere : 
tumes and its large cast, but the hasn't been able to resolve the char- | Ss 
parade of finery punctuates jerky, | acter of he doctor and Dorothy Pat- | Though extensively rewritten, with 
enervating performance. Unfortu-' ten fails to clarify the part of the | two cast changes, since its debut in 


nately, the play does not break the) wire | 
streak of Elissa Landi, its star, whose 
stage appearances on this side have 
yet to include a click. The promise 
given upon her debut in ‘Farewell 
to Arms’ led to Hollywood, but the 
actress evidently prefers the stage. 


Lili Zehner is properly pretty, 
eager and somewhat immature as the 
doctor’s young sister, while Philip 
Faversham in intense, rugged and 
blundering as the bumpkin swain. | 
Others are minor. 

represents the first 





: ; . on : Hill Between’ 
Miss Landi’s Catherine of Russia . slo 
is appealing at intervals, but the | Bro P; oe tort of Rob 
part is too long to sustain interest. |e"t Porterfieid, who in recent sum- 


has operated the Barter theatre | 


Catherine’s life with her consort, | ™&'s , seb: Bore Sage om 
the sexless nit-wit Peter, her affairs |i Abingdon, Va. Porterfield’s direc- | effectiveness of his soft-spoken quips 
with young officers, and the in- [on doesn't entirely elucidate the | jis lost, however. 
' thor’s intention ) ie P 
trigues of court span the story, a @uthors intention. Hobe. First act serves in a vague way to 
— ¥? 46 i . dices ee present the principals. Hopes of 
ule the authors make sure tha faster second and third acts don’t 
Catherine more than gets even for TORNADO materialize, and the flimsy plot is left | 
a loveless marriage, the intrigues squarely on Young’s shoulders, al- 
"is > . , . Drama in three i eigh scenes) - >> - >, 
comprise much of the story. Some _ Drama in three | acts (cig t acen 8) by though supporting cast works nota- 
member of the court is intermittent~ 770) i Kalman Marki. At Bayes thea-'bly with its material. Oenslager’s | 
ly being arrested and treason ISjtre, N. Y¥.. March 10, '38: $1.65 top. | settings are splendid. 
mentioned almost as often as ‘Your } yjary Butlor......cccceceeceesS¥lVia Marki | at dines @ . eee ee 
Highness’ and ‘Your Majesty.’ tertha, Ei dabaaenceneesite Louisa Lodi | | we EEGs oung an opportunity 
Such appellations are quite natural J! Butlers sssees teeeeeye Sal Morales re incr out He Holly oem — 
ned rita gt ROME. SOUUIOE. okies naecene-s errence Burley | terizations. e is portrayed as an 
to the historian, but banal to the | (isire Fine e teen ee eee ens Ruth Haber | easy-going “llth ng husband 
present-day average observer. Fre-! pick Mahoney .....ccccceece Herbert Binder | C@SY-801ng, ing sban 
quently in the dialog characters will Charlie Butler.......eeeee eee Paul Graham | Who has inherited a chain-store busi- 
qualify declarations with: ‘It is for | V9! (lk. .....ceeeeeeeeeees . Jerry Za ness. Willie (Young) placidly ac- 
“ . 7 IE Note ond 2s dou Cia CHU Oe Val Valentir . , piste : cy @ ie 
Russia.’ That goes particularly etidiiin.< ss. .< onecesaceraeacs John — ldy eg heneny ron rag! = (Lil- 
when Catherine is advised to have | itussell Coliins.....eseeeeees Houston Blake | Lian Emerson) takes in a self-pitying 
children whose paternity is not of |fiordom. oo... cece eee eee ees Peter Owen| French pianist, Georges _LeBord, | 
the purple, and also when a mem- | !tUs* ‘ints Se keenees Jeffrey, McGovern | played by Guido Nadzo. His wife 
. : N > NEWRCABLEr. cecccoceces ete A “ -uepeert . . on te 
ber of the cabinet is deposed. Bee ee ree ener: Val Valentine | Swaying, Willie decides to take a 
Evidently, the sex angle was) First Polieeman.. 00, Paul Manning | hand, and fakes a suicide attempt. 
counted on, but the impression, | Second Policeman............5teven Stern} He partially regains her interest, but 
nevertheless, is that the play is an- Page 2! i tn she finally decides to experiment, 
other of the season's wasted efforts. Social Stage, formerly the New|running away with LeBord. | 


heatre Players, is one of New 

! ‘ jo | York’s numerous co-operative groups 

(Closed Saturday (12) after five | tounded to present plays which_ it 

performances; printed for the rec- considers of social importance, It’s 
ord.) !a non-profit venture. 

cae ‘Tornado’ has a frankly left wing 

plot with a number of. situations 

THE HILL BETWEEN which have had their news coun- 

Drama in three acts (four scenes). by | terparts. It deals with the trial of 

Tuulu Vollmer. Presented by Robert Por- | a cop’s brother who is framed on a 


Ibee. 








terfisid Staged by Porterfield. Setting, |murder charge. When everything 
_ Fs i. ee, Goes t At the Little, N. ¥., | fails, the International Labor De- 
ee! eee rie lacie thas fense, by organizing mass pressure, 
are he nenve center. ean Haden | brings a reprieve from the Governor 
SNE <cicrytudidqudearsaeinaeel Philip Ober at the last minute. Curtain falls 
BIT... sce vesatientenssessoess Lili Zehner | with the policeman converted to the 
: aw Robbins. ....cccccsee Fs = ei cause of mass action. 

roe CAMLOD. ..coccccccccccces enry Brown | ‘ a 
Gil Winters. ...6cs00e ++ Richard Blington Scheduled for three performances | 
Cale SMMDUA. 5 icnsackis beess Gilbert Fates | with an all-amateur cast. Manage- 
Asn Ne. cccces eoeeee-Mildren Dunnock > totes j , , 
Hessie Be Foe tara eae Engenie Carson | ment states it will try to open on 
Aunt Fron ceeecceeeeesss NUH Harrison | Broadway later in the season and 
pin MALU ee eae eee e eee Jean Vandery “ has plans for the cast joining Equity. 
" [g) Pae are seer te erese ittle 
a tieh rs ‘ Jim B. Robertson en 

elph Collir SPY DEED NIRS ARS Bill Benner 
Giada Ss ee William Cohen Edith Sh y St . k 
- eRe r ire TTT er. Philip Faversham | 1 a ay ne, x ric en 
eae MO 664 ea kee eeues Robert Dryden ae *,° 
Guests: Roberta Beilinger, Margaret Wink- On Tour, Still Critical 


ler, Ford Bowman, 


Lulu Vollmer, whose ‘Sun-Up’ ran 
and ran and earned a tidy profit 
about a decade or so ago, has again 
turned to the hill peo le with whom 
she is most familiar. Because she 
knows them, understands their ways 
and sympathizes with their outlook, 
her folk drama is a sincere work 
that glows with quiet integrity. 


Wichita, March 15. 

Edith Shayne, who played the part 
of Maggie, the cook, in the Max Gor- 
don roadshow of ‘The Women,’ has 
been contined in the Wesley hospital 
here, critically ill of pneumonia. Ac- 
tress was admitted when the troupe 
played here last week, and a bulletin | 
issued Saturday (12) gave her condi- 





But like the simple people of the tion as better. but still dangerous. | 
southern mountains, ‘The Hill Be- | 
; : fembers of the cast stat 
tween’ seems out of place amid the ; ™ staat of the cast state that she | 
complexities of the city. It’s an hon- 4d been ill for two weeks, but had 


est little play, but it seems likely to attempted to fight off the attack. 
be lost in Broadway's hubbub—lost = 4 
and not long remembered. Although 


it involves a modest budget it has P| B Wi 
only a slight chance of getting out ay ureau mners 
yf the red. Film prospects are negli- 


gible ia 


Miss Vollmer writes about a moun- Winners of fellowships in the sec- 


Baltimore several months ago, Clare 
Kummer’s new comedy, ‘Spring 
Thaw,’ lacks the punch and strength 
to carry it far. 

Written to 
going humor, the comedy carries a 
few sprightly lines, but on the whole 
lacks spontaneity. 
Providence, after a 14-year absence, 
helped boost the b.o. Much of the 


Final act takes the would-be lov- 
ers to Willie’s camp in the Adiron- 
dacks, where they find 
Eventually all the principals wander 
in. The rigors of the winter camp 
bare LeBord’s weaknesses, and Willie 
and Bee become reconciled. 


Miss Emerson is charming as the 


wife, and Mary Philips, one of the | 


Roland Young’s easy- 


Young's return to | 


Willie. | 


newcomers, does well as Willie’s | 
older sister. Nadzo, the other re- | 
placement, showed a _ tendency to/| 
overact. 

Not the best of Miss Kummer’s} 
efforts, the play will need further | 


strengthening if it expects a run on 
Broadway, which follows Boston, 


PAMELA 


Hollywood, March 13. 


three Carole 


Carl KF Hilbert Jr., and 


Comedy in acts, by Joseph 


Presented toy 


Paul Ames At outtigtts Workshop, 
hiolly wood, 

Cast: Johnny Dav, Mary Russell, Ron 
Steele, Jack Knocke, Grant Yerden, Tal.a 
Levli, Gloria Gardon, Bryant Ruggles, 
Darla Bryant, Rabert Peaslee, Bonnie 
Barclay, George Kirby, HKette Beauvais, 


Medora Keene, 

This little theatre entry has the 
makings and should improve its 
worth with professional treatment. 
Profanity is peppered through the 


| script and a novel second act twist 


gives it hilarious, risque momentum. | 


Story concerns a playwright who 
marries a supercilious actress against 
the advice of his pal, a columnist. 


comfort of the dot-and-dasher. He 


| decides to help his pal and digs up 


the gal’s dark past, which makes her 
play ball with her mate. 
Columnist demands she submit to 


tain-bred man who brings his big- ond Bureau of New Plays contest |@ Mserous budget and give issue to 
city wife back for a visit to his bov- for college students and recent grads | 2", Offspring. As to the latter, he 
h vod h — He had always intend- were announced vesterday. Those So eet ee : oe Fee 2 ee 
t = the ae Pv te ee H ‘a ge = +! — wrist = in But wife is only biding her time 
the great world bevond the encir- -_ hn? wey as of | hiladelphia; 1 hilip ; until she can get s ymethin ; on the 
ling hills. During his brief stay he | {'CUNG. of N Y., and Daniel Tara- | pews peekholer. Her one oppor- 
contemplates remaining. But his wife | @@5h. ot Hollywood. There were 159 | tunity finally goes awry ‘Near 
flictntiously kisses his sister’s ‘prom- ntries in th contest. jtragedy pokes around toward the 
is fal sy ain and the result disrupts In addi yn to the winners. honor- | end, but it could be elimin ited. 

1@ com n in ty and nearly wrecks | apie mention v ent to John M. Cald- _Johnny Day. as the columnist: 
: A joa th it fregile melody. the | il, N. Y.: Nicholas B. Jacobson, | Steuke oy nl co eae ae 

4% ha ches aie pe etc te » Norwich Vt Rosalie Moore Berk- : é BO irs Pp ere . carry the 
a wr has pe d an undertone of fos re, burden acceptably. Script needs 
OOM ISING \ vpoints. including those |¢ley. Cal.: Thomas R. Moore, N. Y., i tightening. Looks promising though 
of the doctor’s wife and his flerce jand Dr. Winn F. Zeller, Whittier, Cal. | ane “Helm. 


| Wife makes it plenty miserable for | 
| the man of letters, much to the dis- 


|low, although there is a treasurers’ 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Every now and then Hartford, Conn., where there is a yen for show 
business among its citizenry, sends forth a candidate for Broadway, Couple 
of seasons back a local group called ‘Friends and Enemies of Modern 
Music’ backed Gertrude Stein and brought forth ‘Four Saints in Three’ 
Acts.” Late Harry Moses became interested and upon bringing the colored 
cast outfit to New York found it was tangled up in union trouble. Venture 
went into the red. 

Latest Hartford bubble was ‘Empress of Destiny,’ which stopped after 
five performances at the St. James, N. Y., last Saturday (12). It had been 
tried out in a Connecticut summer theatre. Mrs. Gertrude Berman, wife 
of a Hartford attorney, collaborated in the play and put up some of the 
Jessica Lee. Elissa Landi 


coin. Her professional name is Starred in 
‘Empress,’ and Ilia Mottyleff, who staged it, were also reported in, 
though Frederick W. Ayer was the presenter. Mottyleff, said to have 


come from Max Reinhardt’s drama school in Berlin and Moscow, was a 
newcomer so far as Broadway is concerned. 


Political jitters suffered by Secretary of Labor Perkins caused severe 
censorship of ‘Pins and Needles,’ hit revue of the Ladies’ Garment Work- 
ers’ Union, for its recent performance in Washington. 

After inviting the garment workers to stage their popular show to pep 
up the Labor Department's 25th anniversary celebration in Washington, 
Miss Perkins suddenly realized the revue was crammed with ticklish ref- 
erences to U. S. officials and foreign big-shots. Scissored all mention of 
foreign dictators and even objected to use of the names of Mayor Frank 
Hague of Jersey City, and J. P. Morgan. 

Players accepted the Perkins ultimatum good-naturedly, after it had 
been explained that controversial subjects should not be aired at a Gov- 
ernment-sponsored entertainment. 

Needles’—including those that 
the White House where Presi- 
laughed heartily at 


However, numerous acts of ‘Pins and 
were censored by Miss P.—were put on at 
dent and Mrs. Roosevelt applauded the players and 
the most undiplomatic lines. 

George Holland, columnist for the Boston American and author of ‘Pie 
in the Sky,’ a stock market comedy bought by RKO and produced as a 
flicker under the title ‘Don’t Tell the Wife,’ is trying to sew up legit rights 


| again on the piece. 


Studio asked him for release to produce it by RKO Studio Club on the 
Coast. Holland says the film contained four lines of his original dialog, 
and that the plot of the picture came from parts unknown. Maintains 
that only summer theatre audiences, where the legit piece was tried out 
under original title, have seen the play and that it’s still a good possi- 
bility (in his opinion) for further exploitation on legit boards. 

Already has some nibbles, he says, but just learned, on re-reading his 
contract with RKO, that legit rights were not sold at the time of the picture 
deal. 

In addition to a rather high operating cost, another reason for the 
closing of ‘Between the Devil’ at the Imperial, N. Y., last Saturday (12) 
was Jack Buchanan’s contract limitation of 20 weeks. Of that period 12 
weeks were played on Broadway. Balance of the time was consumed out 
of town, inclusive of the interval ‘Devil ’was brought back for revision 
before again going out. 

Buchanan is going back to London, as is Adele Dixon, who with Evelyn 
Laye composed the British trio which topped the cast. Latter’s plans are 
somewhat dependent on Frank Lawton, her husband, who opened in ‘I Am 
My Youth’ last week at the Playhouse, N..Y. 


High gross mark was set by the San Carlo opera company in San Fran- 
cisco last week, when takings were nearly $56,500 at the War Memorial 
auditorium. Presentation scaled at $1.65 top, with all but two presenta- 
tions going to virtual capacity. 

Outfit was late in starting its tour this season, not opening until Decem- 
ber. Far western stands have been the San Carlo’s forte. 


Beatrice Lillie is definitely committed for a Shubert musical to be pre- 
sented next fall. In the interim she is due in London, where C. B. Cochran 
will present her in a revue which will include a number of skits from 
her musicals of the past several seasons. Edward D. Dowling, of the 
Shubert production department, will stage the sketches over there. 

Miss Lillie will sail late this month. 

Number of Broadway legit theatres equipped with new cooling systems 
was considerably increased last season. Additional houses to be so mod- 
ernized for the coming summer have not yet been indicated, but the Musie 
Box has contracted for cooling apparatus. System to be installed requires 
an ice compartment. It will cost around $12,000. 





Equityites who became steamed up for the plan to turn the associa- 
tion’s monthly pamphlet into a magazine for newsstand distribution appear 
to have calmed down. They were advised that such a venture would be 
costly and that Equity is in no position to do the financing. 








Daughter.’ All those present, 26 in 
number, applied for membership. 
Lex Carlin was chosen temporary 
,chairman and Mark Wilson tem- 
| porary recording secretary. 
Included in the membership are 
the only two managers in town, Law- 


, rence Shubert Lawrence, local rep of 
the Shuberts, and Samuel F. N. Nird- 


TMAT-League 


(Continued from page 47) 











of Elise Chisholm and Oliver Saylor, 
press agents; George Ashby and 
Allen Schnebbe, company and house 


managers, and Richard Moon and linger, manager of the indie Er- 
Arthur Wright, treasurers. League langer. Wilson and Thomas J. La- 


committee included Warren Munsell, Brum are the only two press agents 


David Finestone, James’ Reilly, included. All those present were 
Brock Pemberton and Milton R. told by Hal Olver, business manager 
Weinberger. of the New York TMAT that ‘you'll 


have to join sooner or later, so you 
may as well make up your minds 
to come in now.” 


TMAT will also organize a chap- 
ter in Boston, probably starting this 
week. Chicago will very likely fol 

Lawrence not only joined himself, 
but instructed all locs! Shubert em- 
ployees to follow suit and even paid 


union there operating under a state 
charter. 


Stated, too, that the front of the , the initiation fee for several who 
house of Ringling Bros., Barnum & Were unable to ®o so. 
Bailey circus have joined the union, Stated by Olver that the union 
with others expected to follow. would establish the same minimum 


for the various 
aS are being sought in 


wage requirements 
classifications 


Philadelphia, March 15 


New York. When the local legit 

oc “he > P ‘ > has taal : ° e 
NV Local chapter of the Theatrical situation is under control the TMAT 
Managers, gents and Treasurers intends to organize front of the house 


union was formed here last Thurs- 
day night (10) at a special meeting 
at the Forrest theatre following the 
Darling 


staffs in film houses and other places 
of amusement, including ball parks 
and similar outdoor spots, it was 
performance of said 


‘Yes, My 


ee 





ee 
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Equity Pays Stranded ‘Porgy’ Fares: 


May End Managerial Exempt List 


+ 


—_— _—_— 


Equity will revise or eliminate en- 
tirely its list of managers exempted 
from being required to post surety 
bonds or cash to guarantee for actors 
salaries and return transportation 
costs. Such action will doubtless re- 
sult from the stranding of ‘Porgy and 
Bess’ on the Coast last week, with 
Equity taking the slap because the 
guarantor walked out. 

Revival of the Gershwin operetta 
was presented by Merle Armitage 
western showmen principally 
fied with concert activities. 
the original cast and chorus 
‘Porgy’ as put on two 
by the Theatre Guild, was recruited 


identi- 
Most of 
of 


seasons ago 


in New York. Charles L. Wagner 
also a concert specialist who for- 
merly was an Occasional legit pro- 


ducer, guaranteed salaries and fares 
ior the Armitage venture. 
Wagner later wrote Equity to the 


effect that he was withdrawing from | 


financial responsibility on the propo- 
sition. Claimed at that time that the 
players had gone California. 


to 


Equity replied that it could not ac- 
cept Wagner's repudiation of hi: 
guarantee. No action was taken 
then, since any default on the part 


of Armitage was conjectural, 


Early last week Equity’s offices in 


New York was informed by its Los 
Angeles representative, I. B. Korn- 
blum, that ‘Porgy’ people were fil- 


tering into town from San Francisco 
where they were’ dismissed by 
Armitage, without 
were stony broke and Kornblum was 


salaries. 


instructed to advance them money 
for food and to errange for their re- 
turn fares. 

$1,000-$1,500 Bill 


Cost of bringing back the ‘Porgy’ 


troupe will be between $1,000 and 

$1,500, with Equity footing the bill. 

Claims against Armitage for fares 
‘(Continued on page 52) 


Special Equity Rules, 
Ciosed Shop for Fair; 


Shakespeare Revivals 


Initial progress towards making 
entire amusement division of the 
New York World's Fair a closed shop 
was made last week when John 
Krimsky, representing the entertain- 
ment department of the exposition, 
and Burgess Meredith, Equity execu- 
tive, huddled. General question of 
shows at the fair was discussed, with 
evidence that fair officials were as- 
suming ae favorable attitude = on 
unionized shows, especially legit pro- 


ductions. As a result of these pre- 
lim discussions on union question, 
Meredith plans to call a confere:ce 
of the Associated Actors and Ar- 
tistes of America shortly to delve 
further into actors’ rights at the 
N. Y. show. 

Because of ramifications and va- 


ried conditions which will prevail at 


the fair, a different schedule of per- | 


formances for Equity members is in 


prospect for the 1939 exposition. This , 


is because fair officials plan to hold 
the running time of all 
shows down to a one-hour maxi- 
mum, no matter what type of per- 
formance. They figure that the 
time limit for any fair visitor's pa- 
lience. 

Because Equity 
rule of eight performances, includ- 
ing two matinees, per week, last 
week's discussions centered about 
the possibility of lining up a special 
fair schedule which would take cog- 
nizance of brief Effort will 
be made to work out a lineup call- 
ing for three 45-minute shows daily 
and possibly four or five two days a 


iS 


now has general 


shows. 


week to compare with the average 
Broadway legitimate of more than 


two hours. 

With a 45-minute 
show, it was pointed out at the meet- 
ings that three such daily would run 
only two hours and 15 minutes or 
two hours and 30 minutes. This 
would compare favorably with down- 
town legit shows. Idea is to mak 
total working hours virtually the 
same as now prevalent in Broadway 
levit 


into more shows. 


or 50-minute 


productions, though divided 


Meredith and Kenneth Thomson 
of the Screen Act Guild, Jast 
veek received definite assurances 
from Fair execs that they would be 
Riven the only Jegit concession at 
the expo. Actors plan a season ol 


Shakespeare revivals. 


Some | 


exposition | 





Leventhal Purchases 


The Shubert, Newark 


Newark, March 15. 
Shubert theatre here has been sold 


by the Prudential Insurance Co, to 


Jules J, Leventhal for a reported 
price of $300,000. Buyer has been the 
for the past three years 
take title to the property in 
when the current lease expires. 
Payton of the house 


the 


lessee and 
will 
July, 
Ray 


confirmed 


manager 

sale, 

Theatre was built in 1913 for Corse 
Payton, uncle of present manager, 
for stock. Shubert brothers took it 
over in 1923 for legit. Leventhal has 
used it in recent season as one of his 
‘subway circuit’ spots for rotary 
stock. 


GEORGE ABBOTT 
TOO BUSY FOR 
H WOOD 


has 


his 
to 


changed 
not 
produce and direct the picture ver- 
Rat’ Warner 


George Abbott 


plans and now does intend 


sion of ‘Brother for 
Bros. 
too busy with legit activities for the 
balance of this season and through 
next fall. 

‘What a Life,’ which he put 
rehearsal last Monday (14), will 
probably be his last show this season. 


Comedy was previously called ‘Enter 


into 


|to Learn,’ ‘Exam,’ ‘It’s a Gift,’ ‘Boy 
at Work’ and ‘Central High.’ Next 
season plans include another laugh 


play, ‘Bedroom Story’ and the tune 


version of ‘Comedy of Errors,’ with 
music by Rodgers and Hart. He has 
dropped the idea of doing ‘Much 
Ado About Nothing.’ 

Abbott expects ‘Brother Rat’ to 


finish out the season at the Ambassa- 
dor, N. Y., and ‘Room Service’ to run 
into next fall at the Cort, N. Y. Fate 
of ‘All That Glitters,’ Biltmore, N. Y.. 
and the road troupes of ‘Service’ and 
‘Rat’ depend on business. 

Anent ‘Rat,’ with the closing of the 
Philly troupe last Saturday (12), the 
producer can now send back the 
baseball glove used as a prop in the 
original company. New mitt wouldn't 
do, since it had to appear worn and 
so the producer borrowed one from 


his nephew, a Hamilton College 
stude, Lad is going out for the dia- 
mond squad this season, so_ the 


Philly ‘Rat’ company is just closing 

Wayne Morris is said to be set 
the part of the 
pitcher in the Warner Bros. preduc- 
tion of ‘Rat.’ 


for 


semi-conscious 


‘DOLL’S HOUSE’ CHANGES: 


CAUSE BILLING SCRAP 


Changes of the leads in the Jed 
Harris revival of ‘A Doll's House,’ 
at the Broadhurst, N. Y., were ac- 
companied by internal differences 
which led to Equity reaffirming a 
rule on billing. With Dennis King 
and Paul Lukas leaving the show, 
the manager sought to drop Sam 
Jatie’s name from the lights. But 
| Equity ruled that once a player's 
name is so used, it must be for the 
run of the play It appears that 
Harris was not on speaking term: 
with Jaffe for several days prior to 
his name being doused from the 
| house signs 

Harris proposed to star Ruth Gor- 


dagon alone. When the show played 
on the road and until recently in 
New York, four names were giver 
<tellar position above the title 
Miss Gordon, King, Lukas and Jaffe 
Remaining are the first and last 
named. with Kent Smith, whe ( 
placed King, and Margaret W: é 
now being featured. Frederic Tozere 
haus replaced Lukas. coming from ‘A 
Shoemaker s Holiday where he 
replaced by John A. Willard 





Instead, the producer will be! 


Current Road Shows 


Week of March 14 
Abbey Players, Curran, San 
Francisc 
‘Boy Meets 
Brooklyn. 
‘Brother Rat,’ Shubert, New- 
ark. 
‘Brother 
burgh. 
‘Ethan Frome’ (Walter Hamp- 
den), American, St. Louis (13) 


Girl,” Werber, 


Rat,’ Nixon, Pitts- 


‘Father Malachy’s Miracle’ 
(Al Shean), Harris, Chicagss 

‘Julius Caesar,’ Erlanger 
Chicago 

‘Richard IV’ (Maurice Evans), 
Grand Opera House, Chicago 

‘Room Service,’ Selwyn, Chi- 
Ca?zo,. 

‘Sea Gull’ (Alfred Lunt-Lynn 


Fontanne), Ford's Baltimore 
(16-19) 

‘Spring Thaw’ (Rolanea 
Young-Mary Philips), Wilbur, 
Boston 

‘Room Service,’ Locust, Phila- 
delphia. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Cox, Cincin- 


nati (13) 


‘Tonight at 8&:30’ (Estelle 
Winwood), His Majesty's, Mon- 
treal 

‘Victoria Regina ” (Helen 
Haves), Shrine Aude Des 
M « nes (14): Paramount, 
Omah: (15 Muny Aude, 
Kansas City (16-19), 

‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barry- 


more), National 


Washington, 


Dd. C 
‘Women,’ Lyceum, Minne- 
apolis (14-15); Aude, St. Paul 


(17-18); Parkway, Madison 


(19) 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’, 
Lucille Watson, Forrest, Phila- 
delphia 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
(Florence Reed), Bijou, Chat- 
tanooga (14); Bijou, Knoxville 
(15); Memorial Aude, Louis- 
Ville (16); Palace, Marion, O. 
(18): Shea’s, Erie, Pa. (19) 


‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Biltmore, Los Angeles (13). 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Cass, Detroit (13). 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Hartman, Columbus, O. (14-16): 


Shea's, Jamestown (17): Ma- 
sonic Aude, Rochester, N. Y. 
(18-19). 

‘You Never Know’ (Clifton 
Webb), Shubert, Boston. 











testing to Paul 


49th St. to Shuberts; 
B’ way Offer for ‘Haiti,’ 


jamply indicated last Friday after- 
noon (11) by an informal meeting of 
everal hundred actors at the Am- 
bassador theatre, N. Y Session | 
grew so disorderly a policeman was 
called in and the affair broke up 
with nothing definitely accom- 
plished 

Meeting was called by a so-caljec 
steering committee consisting f 
Equityites frankly in ‘opposition te 
the opposition.’ Latter group is the 


sociation’s 


7 WPA-ites Reinstated 


With the closing of the WPA show, 
‘Mississippi Rainbow” next Saturday 
night 
the house will go back to the Shu- 
berts. It had been used occasionally 
by the WPA theatre, but the project 


people explain that the house and 
stage are too small for most relief 
show productions, 

Remaining WPA houses in the 


Broadway district are the Adelphi, 
with ‘One Thi d of a Nation,’ and 
the Eliiott. slated to open tomorrow 
(Thursday) with the postponed ‘Pro- 
logue to Glory.’ In Harlem the proj- 


(19) at the 49th Street, N. Y., 


ect continues to use the Lafayette, 
which offers ‘Haiti, with a Negro 
cast, 

Offer to take over the latter show | 


for commercial presentation brought 
result. It was the first proposi- 
tion of the kind coming before WPA 


no 


and none in authority could answer 
whether the Government relief arm 
could legally transfer the show to a 
commercial manager. Cost of the 


production is not known and should 
‘Haiti’ go Broadway the entire setup 
would to be changed Actors 
would to be paid the Equity 


vgehands the union scale 


have 
have 
sta 
adjustments made. 

the five art 
recommended 


minimum, 
and othe: 

Joint appeals board of 
York 


of Se 


+ \! 
projects ih uwew 


the reinstatement ven supervi- 


sors. Men in question consequently 
back on the payroll Monday (14). 
They had been let out some weeks 
igo after joining a deijegation pro 


Edward 


tive office over transfers Rule wa 
t ru 0 figuring in a ‘ces- 
yn of work’ would be dropped. 
B d ¢ acree tnere ld b 
disc on between those a 
ecu v ¢ nd tnose ¢ 
e. but ng no ac i] ine 
rv powers Edward ‘ d 
Ov ed 1 the ¢ 17 
eC ‘ } lt Gic ( | 
, ; 
Robert ( er | 
‘ e WPA | 
¥ ( { wif ‘ ‘ 
( (We ri pOove W FEW 


49 


ar 


Riotous Actors Meeting Indicates 


Election in Equity Will Be Bitter: 
Agitation Splits Group’s Members 


Yesterday the Equity council de- 


voted most of its weekly session con- 





sidering the suddenly developed 
| agitation within its membershiy 
After going o rec 1 f ( 
an honorary ent ( { 
a Salaried leader, a statement i 
readied that every councillor (21 of 
'’em) was gravely disturbed over 
reputed attacks against its present 
leadership 

It was stou denied that € 
a subversive group direct Equity 
affairs, or that such a group is con 


j trolled through the’ council Le 
iclared there is no ba OT Taet re 
garding any plan to establish a WPA 
section; that such an idea not r 
der consideration: and if ever con 
idered, certainly no amateurs woul 
be admitted to membershiy 
Council ave it resent nd repu 
diates unfounded attacks on act 
president Burge Meredith and ‘ 
it is working in full cooperation with 
him. Because several membe ( 
|}council were named in newsnpane 
reports, it is pointed out that Philiy 
Loeb was recently appointed to the 
executive committee, as result of hi 
continued efforts in behalf of Equity 
'and that George Heller. also named 
was an officer of the American Fed 
eration of Radio Artists, which 
speaks for itself. 
At a special council session Mon- 


day both were given a vote of con- 
fidence. 
That Equity’s approaching annual 


election will be a hot fight wus 


militant faction that has been in evi- 
dence for the last 
whose leaders now dominate 


fr ‘ - ‘ } 
1OuUl years and 


councils. 

At the meeting there was a ma- 
jority of conservatives who had been 
invited to select a slate for the mem- 
bership’s two thirds of the nominat- 
ing committee which be narhed 


will 


at a regular meeting next Friday 
(18). Also present, however. was : 
group of the so-called radicals in 


Equity and thev 
terrupt 
and 


proceeded to in- 
the proceedings. Bitterness 
violent fina 3 


remarks 1s dis- 


rupted the meeting which got out} 


of hand to such an extent 
slate was not named and 
ment was abrupt. 


that the 


adjourn- 


Flare-up was a disappointment to 
Equity officials, who had been mak- 


ing progress in handling a heavv 
schedule of propositions and prob- 
lems. Since Burgess Meredith took 
over as acting head of Equity, there 
has been an increasing trend for 
harmony with the conservative ele- 
ments in the council Meredith 

identified with the ‘progre ves 
who originated with what was called 
the Actors Forum and while he has 


not been upheld in 
of the 


iderably le 


all his proposals, 
hus 


ation 


ened 


criticism admiinist: 


been con 


his tenure in office. 


Supposed to Be Closed 
Friday’s 


meeting was sponsored by 
a committee, with Francis Verdi the 
principal participant Verdi stated 
repeatedly that the gathering was 
closed to all except those ‘opposed 
lo the Loeb faction Ey bit 
Speake had been WPA ] mm of 
ficer for Equity but wa recent 


deposed after 
dith Lie 
1} rit 


h 
espoused a plan that Equity take 


400 to 500 amateur in WPA’ ane 
hat such a scheme would result in 
the domination of the assoc on 
Verdi charved also that the WPAe 
questior were membe of 
Workers A} nee and affil ed with 
the City Projects Council, which he 
leged are Con munistic 
i ii R ‘ of t 
er ( to fes ri 
‘ ( 1 4 
} f té 1 1 ‘ t« 
d r 1 Ree ] 
s cla | PF ‘ 
d tended = f« ‘ ' mere Pa | 


during | 


breaking up the meeting and poinied 
out that when the Forumites heid 
their meetings last season, ihose o1 
the other side had not invaded the 
sessions for similar objectives 

Crowd started ganging i near 
the orchestra pit where Ree ré 
mained standing, insisting on being 
recognized by the ‘chair Verdi re- 
fused and others added to the con- 
fusion. Cop standing in the rear cof 
the house was brought d« n front 
but Reed refused to dena €ss 
formally arrested That « oitic 
continued until the meeting Les 
called off and the combatants 
walked to the pavement to mul!) it 
ovel 

Meredith's Letter 

Among those who rose and for a 
time got the floor was Lanvdon Me- 
Cormick, who. started reading pf 


letter from Meredith whom he had 


nvited to the meeting Letter €x- 


writer wi ( 


| ed the iherwise 
ccupied and stated that the council 
had ordered Verdi out of the WPA 
position but that he (Meredith) was 

orry for the guy.’ Other exerpis 
,; referred to ‘red herring’ and some- 
body's looking for a salaried job. 
Members arose charging McCormick 
with bad faith in making the letter 
public. He managed to read more 
of the contents which included the 
idea that it might be well for those 
squabbling over a_ president f 
Antoinette Perry or Alfred Lunt 
were chosen as an end to the dis- 
pute salance of the letter was not 
read 


Meeting opened quietly with Percy 
Moore, head of the Episcopal] Actors 
Guild, making an address He suid 
that Equity meetings were toe fre- 
cuenily disturbing gatherings which 
should be conducted with dignity zis 


i; formerly. He departed because of 
another appointment. Bert Lyiell 
followed and read the names of the 

teering committee He was inier- 


rupted by Eliot Cabot, who declared 


(hat the meeting was in violation of 
i resolution adopted by the council 
last week to the effect that members 
of that body should not electioneer 
prior to the naming of the nominat- 
ing committee. Cabot is a councile- 


lor, but none on the steering commit- 


tee are members and his point was 
not well received. Instead of being 
an observor as was his apparent 


on, Cabot walked out when not 
again being permitted to speak. 


Mis 


Frank Craven was given attention 
and he suggested a more orderly 
proceeding, but quiet could not apein 


be obtained. Moore and Craven 
were on the committee, said to in- 
clude presidency possibilities the 
others being: Thomas Ross, Wallace 
Ford, Eric Dresser, Jane Grey, 
Lysier Chambers and Mabe] Taliu- 
ferro. 
George Arliss Writes 
Louis Hallett of the conservative 


group, headquartered at the Lambs 


club, stated he had received a@ let- 
ter from George Arliss who supe 
ported a plea to eradicate alleved 
Communistic aetivities in Equity. 
Letter was quoted as including, ‘If 
wv leader can be found with time, 
enervy and determination, to call 
upon those members in favor cf 
crushing the Communists . . who 


would uphold the dignity of our pro- 


fession.. if mass meetings could 
i; be held along these lines, the old 
Equity might be saved.’ 

Star also wrote that ‘people at 
those meetings with the Jouudest 
voices are the winners ... if the 
more conservative members could 
feel that they have a majority with 
them—as I believe we have their 
fighting spirit would perhaps be suf- 
ficiently aroused to stem the tide of 
socialism, Or communism, or white 
ever we like to call it—vulgurism, 
wnvway—before it is too Jute 
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‘DAUGHTER’ 1G, “Malachy” Measly $6,000, 
RAT $6,500, 
PHILLY 








Pittsburgh, March 15. | 

Broadway rep anc rave notices 
leoguldn’t save ‘Father Malachy’s 
Miracle’ at the Nixon last week and 
the show, on first stop of tour, fin- 
ished up plenty in the red. As aj} 
matter of fact, it hit a new legit low | 
'for the season here, getting barely 
$6.000 to drop around $2,000 below 





Philadelphia, March 15 the worst previous take. nel 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ has | : Local | cric sole oe anes ; ie 
finished its twa weeks on ATS sub- typewriter $ pounce i oul one 18) : 
cription at the Forrest, and is hold- | year’s swellest set of notices, but the 
ing for two extra stanzas instead of | show couldn t overcome Lent and rie 
mnly one, as firs st announced. That | fact that Iii had been flayed by 
| bring it right up to March 26, | Catholic press in town for urging 
h Cole Port ter’s musical, ‘You | theatre attendance during Lenten 
T ‘ Know.’ bowing March 28. perioa. é : P 
} ’ r Nixon currently las a. repeat, 
‘Brother Rat’ wound up its 11-week eather Mat’ and follows with sn- 
(and one day) stint at the Locust and art teen ‘Mond vy (21) in ‘You Can’t 
enjoyed profitable trade throughout Ta : It W oe You’ Latter replaces 
. araceac rar tC on itc ct AN Ault VU. sALLED hct 
a ae oth Bove gael = 1 ’Y | ‘yes. My Darling Daughter,’ set back 
! oom service O wert r . ‘ “ pas ‘ bei 
last n cht (Monday), but this is a | WU"! l April 11 = yet a a 
: Gigi NCT tili ) fin shi ie ATS list. hat’ll 
‘cond return and no such long run | 7"a! ww of tne é ; Met ee 
»xpected | take the house right through to “You 
is expected, ; | Never Know’ April 18 without a 
Strenuous attempts have been break to wind up the season. 
made to get a booking for the Chest- | Estimate for Last Week 
nut, but from present indications, ‘Father Malachv’s Miracle,’ Nixon | 
. 1A > rat » a ’ 
next for the house will be a return | (9 199: $2.75). Never got started and | 
= ee mvens em Apes A. } He | vi meni up with lowest gross of legit 
will pla eek ¢ ar both | " : ay . 
a d ir irs lg a | season here, around $6,000. 
*Richarc a ls Nestle | - | 
rut hones for ‘You Can’t Take It | 
With You’ April 18. Erlanger an- LIST, 
nounces another return of “Tobacco 
Road’ around May 1, but may get 
——— HELEN HAYES CURRENT 
Estimates for Last Week 
r . x - | 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ For- tor: Bitaveh 18 
rest (3d week) (2,000; $2.75). Ended Kanses Ci y, Maren lo. 


two weeks on subscrivtion Saturday Music hall, in the municipal audi- 


into 


(12). but sticks another fortnight, de- | torium is extending its season ir 
pending on regular public sale; biz | the summer with the musical, ‘You 
good at $15,000 last stanza. | Never Know.’ being booked for a 


two-day stand June 6-7. Other legit | 
pieces to come in before that date, | 
but with dates unannounced, are ‘The 
Star Wagon.’ ‘Brother Rat’ and ‘You | 
Can't Take It With You.’ Latter two | 
are repeats. Possible that Maurice | 
Evans will also be seen here again j 
this season in ‘King Henry IV’ and | 

‘King Richard I1.’ 
Helen Hayes opens a four-day en- | 
sagement tomorrow (Wednesday ) in | 
| 


‘Brother Rat,’ Locust (1.400; $2.75). 
Wound up corking stav last Satur- 
day after 11 weeks; $6,500 on the 
finale. ‘Room Service’ in last night 
(Monday ). 

_ | 


* . 
‘Take’ 1-Niters $10,500 
Duluth, March 15. 
Road troupe of the George S. 
Kaufman-Moss Hart comedy, ‘You 
Can't Take It With You’ last Satur- 
day night (12) topped off a week of 
one-niters with a total take of $10,- 
500 for the stanza. Stands in the 
week included Fargo, N. D.; St. 


Gov’t Circuit 
Cloud, Minn.; © »chester, Minn.; Eau 


Claire, Wis., and Duluth. (Continued from page 1) 


Troupe moved on to Columbus, O., apres : 
for more short stops this week. theatre, in which selection repre- 


sentatives of the member units shall | 
‘Thaw’ $4,000, Prov. 


| have a voice. 
(3) Underwriting 
Providence, March 15. 
Max Gordon’s production of ‘Spring 
Thaw,’ Clare Kummer’s play, Knocked 
off a healthy $4,000 gross at the| 
Playhouse here in three perform- | 
ances last weekend (11-12). Show 
has been revised since its previous 
tryout. 
Moved on to Boston for an engage- 
ment this week. 





‘Victoria Regina.’ Terrific business 
is assured. 











by each indi- | 


number of weeks each season, stim- 
ulated by the advantages of adver- | 
|tising and social and civic better- | 
| ment as these may appeal to Cham- 
bers of Commerce or city govern- 
ments. 

(4) Guarantee of each individual | 
unit covering the organization of a| 
subscription audience at modest ad- 
mission rates, stimulated by the in- 
terest of university groups, school 
| groups, little theatre and other the- 
'atre minded groups as already exist. 
| Critic revealed that on his cur- 
/rent speaking trip he has found a 
| growing interest in the rebirth of | 
|the road as a factor in the steadily | 
| progressing expansion of legit. He | 
| also expressed the hope that his plan | 
| might help influence dramatists to | 
| write plays that would interest the | 
whole country, rather than with an | 
eye exclusively on 

Hollywood. 




















Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
| 20ih Century-Fox Studios, H’ wood 








ve. —{ | York tomorrow (Wednesday ). 


BILLY MILTON 


’ 
NEW YORK JOURNAL-AMERICAN 
**Had the crowd in stitches” 
HERALD TRIBUNE 
| “New and delightful performer” 
NEW YORK SUN 


Se v . 7 . 
Clever and just risque enough” 























& 
RAINBOW ROOM, New York 
Management 
DICK KRAKEUR BILLY MILTON 
1501 Broadway Or 15 Hertford Court 


New York City Mayfair, London, Eng. 


New Season Low, Pitt | 


Broadway and | 


Mantle expects to be back in New | 


RAT $11,800 IN 


WASH. REPEAT: 


Washington, March 15. 


Wednesday, Mare h 16, 


193 














ir Third Theatre Circuit | 





(Continued from page 47) 


theatre operation will be his chief 


enterprise. 





Smartest booking of season ap- 
pears to have been the return en-, 
gagement of ‘Brother Rat’ at pop 
prices last week. Show, which 


opened local legit season last fall at | 


hundred 
repeat at 


few 
In 


did within 
same figure 


$2.75 top, 
dollars of 
$1.10 top. 

Current is ‘Whiteoaks,’ 


which looks 


nice in view of number who have 
read novel and fact th it the Cap al- 
ways goes for Barrymore. Smart set 
expected to turn out en masse for 


‘You Never Know.’ which bows next 
week as year’s first musical here 
‘You Can’t Take It With You’ follows 


the week of 


Estimate for 


March 28. 
Last Week 


‘Brother’ Rat,’ National (1,698; 
$1.10). Return of show which opened 
last fall at $2.75 found pop trade 


awaiting it and almost equalled orig- 
inal take with around $11,800. 


hiceaiieaniiesits Tax Ducats | 


New acting group, the Vagabond 
Players, is operating at the Fifth 
|} Avenue, former vaudeville and film 


thaaty 
LiIlCALLE 


Ny. Xs 


locations, 


> at Broadway 
Tickets 
but 
mailed out 
velopes. 
czchestra 


and 28th street, 
1g for regular 
not priced ,are being 
in one-cent unsealed en- 
Pasteboards note: ‘This $2 
seat’ is introductory 


Cailil 


an 


offer, with ‘nothing to pay but 30c. 
surtax.” Play announced is ‘Love in 
a Mist,’ offered by another indie 


group recently. 

Outfit claims to be 
| but Equity stated the 
so listed. 


professional, 
group was not |} 


Adiving! s Bw way Show 


Hollywood, March 15. 

Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, has closed 
with Glendon Allvine for production | 
on Broadway this fall of ‘Knights of | 
Song, a Gilbert and Sullivan me- 
lange. 

Piece is breaking in at the Pasa- 
dena Community playhouse. 


Plays Out 


‘I Am My Youth’ 
from the Playhouse, 


was withdrawn 
N.Y., Saturday 


vidual unit of the lease or rental of | (12) after playing one week. Period , 
an existing theatre for a stipulated | drama drew 


doubtful 
light attendance after 


notices, with 
premiere, 





1 AM MY YOUTH 


Opened March 7, ’38, Notices 


were bad. Brown (Post), ‘To- 
tally uninspired.’ Atkinson 
(Times), ‘Sweetly meditative 


and rueful,’ 











‘Empress of Destiny,’ also a cos- 
tume drama, lasted but five perform- 
ances at the St. James, closing Sat- 














urday (12). Notices were all un- 
favorable, 
EMPRESS OF DESTINY 
Opened March 9, ’38. Opinions 
didn’t give it a chance. Watts 
(Herald Trib), ‘Feeble and 
fatuous work’. Coleman (Mir- 
ror), “Iragedy.’ 
‘Many Mansions’ was another 
8 heard closing, going off at the 
44the Street after 20 weeks. Drama 


| which opened at the Biltmore drew 
| generally light grosses, 
| by grace of its backer. 





MANY MANSIONS 


Opened Oct. 27,’37. Dissenters 
were in the majority six to two. 
Watts (Herald Trib) said, ‘Too 
clumsily wrought to be effec- 
tive. Whipple (World-Tele), 
‘An interesting play.’ Variety 
(Shan), ‘Tough boxoffice.’ 











‘All That Glitters’ will close 
Biltmore next Saturday (19). 
have played eight and 
weeks. Well regarded at the try- 
out, but it opened doubtfully on 
Broadway. Average around $6.000 
was obtained mostly by support of 
ticket agency buy. 





ALL THAT GLITTERS 


Opened Jan. 19, ’38. Crities 
didn’t think too well of this 
Abbott presentation, Atkinson 


(Times) wrote, ‘Is not a nugget 
of Broadway gold. Anderson 
(Journal), ‘Amiably  seatter- 
brained comedy.’ Variety (Ibee), 
‘Doubtful.’ 




















| the crash has never been esta 


Quite a flock of shows have opened 
and many promptly closed in his 


'recently acquired theatres this sea- 


but he claims that on the whole | 


son, 
he is duing all right, because in most 
instances the presentations put up 


guarantees and in most instances the 
engagements wer» not red, so far as 
the house end was concerned, 

Two Bad Starts 


Aside from ‘Tobacco Road,’ Gris- 
|'man concedes losses in productions 
and he admits an error in going for | 
a chunk of coin in ‘Tortilla Flat.’ He 
is also chief backer of ‘Who's Who,’ 
which looks like another mistake. 

Aside from ‘Golde 30y.’ which 
has steadily made coin "inthe Belasco, 
there is also the ‘Road’ engagement 
on the profit side of h:s theatre op- 


eration. He also spent real 
in fixing up the Windsor 
ening the of the Fulton. 

Up to now there has been no con- 
test with other theatre interests such 
as that between the Shuberts and the 


money 


= +o ¢ 
stage 


Klaw & Erlanger interests former- 
ly called the ‘syndicate.’ Shuberts 
| wedged into the Broadway scene and 
eventually rose to be the largest op- 
erators of theatres. They built most 
of their theatres, then formed cor- 
porations which later went into 
bankruptcy. How much the Shu- 


berts and associates recaptured from 
blished. 
During the receivership leases were 
disaffirmed and mortgages were 


| passed back to the banks. 


I 
| 








} 


| of having two presentations in a one- | 


At present the Shuberts ork or 
operate the largest number of legit 


houses in the Times mead district. | 


Some were chiefly built to 
musicals, which have considerably 
declined. They operate some houses 


under arrangements with banks, an- 
nual cost being much less than for- 


mally. 
the Broadway picture, 
some excellent 
town. 

Grisman intends operating his own 
booking office and will collect the 
percentage fee on all bookings out- 
side of New York. It is that activity 
that will probably start a battle with 
the Shuberts and what is left of the 
syndicate. 

Instead of a third circuit event- 
uating some séason ago, the road 
| had so much been depleted that the 
Shuberts got together with Erlan- 
ger’s and formed the United Boo®- 
ing Office, which supplies time for 
most productions on the road. 
Its effect has been to eliminate Op- | 
position on the road. That is, instead 


but operates 
properties out of 


| week stand, to supply but one. That 


but stayed | 


at the | 
t will | 
one-half | 





eliminated the second legit spot and 
in some stands a pooling deal was 
made to equalize the operation of the 


and deep- | 


house | 


Erlanger’s has passed out of 


EXPECT TURNER 
TO LEAVE 
EQUITY 


eet 


| Although there will be no imme- 
|diate change in the legal depart- 
|ment at Equity’s headquarters. Paul 
|N. Turner will probably withdraw 
lat the end of the He has 
held the post of Equity attorney 
since the days of the a 
ciation. 


season, 


early O- 

Turner 
lto the 
| voting 
the As: 


recentiv wrote the council 
effect that he 
most of his 
sociated Actors 


America and the 


has been de- 
time lately to 
and Artists of 
American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists. Therefore 
suggested that an adjustment 
pensation should be made. 
Attorney stated he would submit 
'a bill for $7,500 at the end of the 
|season and proposed that the council 
revise that figure if it felt 
clined. His aide, Rebecca 
stein, is to devote most 
to Equity and will 
sated by Turner, as 
vey of the Equity staff 
cize the department, 
some changes, principally 
the cost. Turner 
| recommendations. 
Understood, however, 
is not in sympathy 
Equity setup, 
Gillmore’s 


of com- 


so in- 
Brown- 
her time 
compen- 
Sur- 
did not criti- 
but 


of 
be 


’ 
formerly, 


1 
sne 


suggested 
lo 
approved 


reduce 
ol the 


that Turner 
with the changed 
which followed Frank 
withdrawal as president 
ito handle the Four A’s. Gillmore 
jand Turner have been closely 
more than 20 vears. 


asso- 
|ciated for 


AGMA Ban on Pasadena 


March 15. 
Playhouse 


Pasadena, 

Pasadena Community 

has been put under ban by Ameri- 
can Guild of Musical Artists, fol- 
| lowing reported refusal of Play- 
house to enter into union shop ne- 
gotiations with Actors Equity Assn. 
Members of Screen Actors Guild 

|and American Federation of Radio 
Artists were previously denied per- 
mission to accept playing engage- 
|}ments from the community theatre. 





unused theatre 
changed policy. 
Some of those houses may join the 
| Grisman circuit. Understood that he 
_ received a number of offers from 
out-of-town showmen who have 
| made their houses available at ad- 
vantageous terms. Reported that 
most of such theatres will be oper- 
| shar without stipulated rentals, a 


which usually 


sharing of profits plan applying in- 
| stead. 





| ‘9 W. 34th ‘ST. 
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Chi Biz Slump Worst in Years; 
‘Room, Evans $11,500, ‘Caesar’ 11 





Chicago, March 15. 

Business in the legit houses last 
week sank to the lowest level since 
ihe depresh days. Entire bottom fell 
out of the situation, with the three 
shows in town wallowing in a slough 
of boxoffice anemia. Shakespeare is 
unquestionably keeping them out of 
the two Clark st. houses. Maurice 
Evans is starving with his Bard 
plays, while the streamlined ‘Julius 
Caesar’ is getting little more than 
the guaranteed American Theatre 
Society subscription coin. 

In fact, the ATS has found that 
a considerable percentage of the 
subscribers are not even bothering to 


pick up their tickets, and letting 
their prepaid tickets go rather tha 
sit through Shakespeare. Evans i 
trying to salvage some money with 
his ‘Henry IV,’ but nothing helps 
Actor has taken it so hard that he 
is complaining to the public and 
squawking before women’s. clubs 
that he is losing money. 

Advance sale of ‘Father Malachy’s 


Miracle,’ which opened at the Har- 


ris last night (Monday) rated as 
about. the poorest advance any show 
has had in this town in years. There 
was practically no advance demand. 
Here also, it will be American The- 
atre Society aid that will hold up 
the boxoffice, if at all. 

Even ‘Room Service’ felt the sting 


. 


t week, but held to best loop biz 
on non-Shakespeare appeal. Town 
is badly wounded in its boxoffice at 
this time. Maybe it’s Lent. But 
whatever it is, there’s no question 
that business has an odor. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ Harris 
(lst week) (1,000; $2.75). Opened 
last night (Monday) with only the 
subscriptions to help it, the ad- 
vance on this show was negligible: 
slated for four weeks. 

‘Julius Caesar,’ Erlanger (2nd 
week) (1,400; $2.75). Only the ATS 
advance sale got this one any money; 
word-of-mouth from general public 
adverse: poor $11,000 take in this big 
house almost entirely subscription 
biz. In for 


as 


four weeks. 

‘Richard If and ‘Henry IV,’ Grand 
(4th-final week) (1,300; $3.30). Mau- 
rice Evans has taken an attitude that 
Chicago is going to get its Shakes- 
peare and like it; might as well close 
up the main floor, since the only 


ducats being sold are in the cheaper | 


seats for the student element; trying 
with ‘Henry IV’: in spite of every- 
thing last week couldn't better 
$11.500. 


‘Room Service,’ Selwyn (4th week) | 


(1,000; $2.75). Getting breaks due to 
Shakespeare as competition; ads 
bold-typed ‘positively NOT Shakes- 
peare; hit $11,500, good 
things. 


WPA 


‘Tailor Becomes Merchant,’ Great | 


Northern, 
‘Great 

Opened 

generally. 


ABBEY $0-S0 $8,000, 


Blackstone. 
and panned 


Barrington,’ 
last week 





FIRST WEEK, FRISCO. 


San Francisco, March 15. 
First week's biz of the Abbey 


Players at the Curran theatre was | 


fair. Only other flesh competish in 
town was from the ‘Amazing Dr. 
Clitterhouse,” WPA offering at the 
Alcazar theatre, and the San Carlo 
Opera Company at the War Memo- 


rial Opera House. Abbey Players 
opned their engagement with ‘Far 
Off Hills... Comedy was replaced 


Thursday and Friday nights by 
‘Juno and Paycock’ and on Saturday 
by matinee and evening presentation 
of ‘Playboy of Western World.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 

:Abbey Players, Curran (2d week) 
(1.500; $2.50). Unfortunate engage- 
ment during Lenten season will hurt 
trade from city’s big Irish-Catholic 
population: first week nabbed 
around $8,000; indications are that 
gross for second stint will be better: 
Stays a third. 

WPA 

‘Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ Alca- 
zar (2d week) (1.629; $1.10). All biz 
is Off in Frisco: Alcazar is feeling the 
tightening up of the purse strings. 


‘Daughter’ Nice $9,500, 
Week of One-Niters 


Atlanta. March 15. 
Touring company of ‘Yes, My Dar- 
ling Daughter,’ with Florence Reed 
In the leading role, ended a week of 
short jumps at the Erlanger here 
last Friday and Saturday (11-12). 
Total gross for the week was $9.500 
for eight performances. Previous 
dates were in Nashville, Birmingham 
and Montgomery. 
Nashville, March 15. 
‘Yes. My Darling Daughter’ drew 
only little more than $600 at Ryman 
Auditorium Monday night (7). 


. 


in face of | 





Road Legit Grosses 





Estimated Total Grosses 
Last Week ..........$234,900 
(Based on 21 Shows) 
Total Grosses Same 
Week Last Year..., .$185,500 
(Based on 16 Shows) 











NEVER KNOW’ 
$23,000, BOSTO 


Boston, March 15. 
‘You Never Know : 4 Cole Por- 
ter musical in for a two-week tryout 


new 


here, is solidly established as a 
smash hit, as far as this town is con- 
cerned. Looks like a long-termer 


for summer trade on Broadway. Big 
advance sale was tip-off and prac- 
tically every performance of opening 


stanza was sellout, mean $25.000 

Show is pretty well set, except for 
spotting of Libby Holman earlier in 
the show with a new number. This 


revision will be made this week 
Miss Holman, in original production, 





did not appear until late in second 
act. 

‘Spring Thaw,’ Clare Kummer 
comedy starring Roland Young, co- 





LEGITIMATE GROSSE 


VARIETY $1 








| 


“CAN'T TAKES 106, L. A, 
~ DESPITE LENT, FLOODS 


Los Angeles, March 15. 
| ‘You Can't Take It with You’ 
| winds up five’ highly profitable 
weeks at the Biltmore this Saturday 
(19) with the house then going dark 
for a week before the Abbey Players 
move in March 28 for a couple of 


weeks’ sojourn. Federal ‘Theatre 
Project staged a world preem last 
Friday (11) when it opened ‘Alad- 


din,’ an adaptation by Yasha Frank, 
at the Mavan theatre. Both the 
Hollywood Playhouse and the Mason 
get new attr current week. 


Estimate for Last Week 


actions 


‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ 
Biltmore (5th week) (C-] 656: $2.75) 
Despite Lent and the flood aftermath 


trade is holding firm with a neat 
$10,000 on fourth week. and one 
tanza to pg¢ 
WPA 
‘Aladdin,’ Mayan Musical, adapt 
ed by Yasha Frank, debutted Friday 
(11), with cast of 125 and concert 


indefinite. 
Cleopatra,’ Hollywood 
Opens next Friday (18) 


icoste in the title role. 


orchestra; booking is 
‘Caesar's 

Playhouse 

with Ilse L: 


‘Accent on Youth,’ Mason. Preem: 
tonight for one week, with George 
Barnes in lead spot; house then 
brings back ‘Pursuit of Happiness’ 
for a ¢ ple of weeks 


REGINA’ $35,000 
WEEK; MORE 


ing one week stand before Broadway, | 


is currently at the Wilbur. On the 
slate are: ‘Sea Gull’ (Lunts), Colonial, 
March 21, one week; ‘I Married An 
| Angel,” Rodgers-Hart musical pre- 
|}sented by Dwight Deere Wiman. 
Shubert, April 18; ‘King Henry IV,’ 
starring Maurice Evans. Shubert, 
May 2: ‘Star-Wagon,.’ with Burgess 
Meredith, Shubert, May 30 
| Maurice Schwartz opened last 
night (Monday) for one week of 
‘Brothers Ashkenazi.’ at the Majestic. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘You "Never Know,’ Shubert (1,590; 
$3.30) (2nd week). Big $25.000: one 
more week here, then to Washington. 


‘ROAD’ $12,000 ON WK: 





Indianapolis, March 15. 

Playing the first full week of legit 
fare in the past several years, the 
English theatre last week did okay 
on the first four days with “Tobacco 
Road,’ and not so forte on week-end 
| with ‘Ethan Frome.’ “Tobacco Road’ 
| has come along for the past three 
years at the beginning of Lent, and 
while the season would seem to be 


the least favorable of the year for | 


this play, the box office usually 
shows. signs of vigorous health. 
‘Ethan Frome.’ with Walter Hamp- 
den, in for three performances on 
Friday and Saturday (11-12), was 
lightweight in the cash box, probably 
because Hampden is associated too 
much with Shakesperean plays here 
| in the hinterland. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Tobacco Road,’ English (1,400; 
$1.50)—Very good $7,500, despite the 
fact that three of the five perform- 
ances were given at the beginning of 
Lent. 

‘Ethan 
$2.50). 


Frome,’ English (1,400; 
Split week with above. $3,- 


000 for three performances, not so 
good, with ‘Road’ hogging most of 
the reader and art space in local 


dailies to hamper buildup of unfa- 
miliar ‘Frome.’ 
Terre Haute. March 15 

‘Tobacco Road,’ here last Saturday 
|} night (12), clicked off a smacking 
$12,000 total gross on a three-jump 
week. Previous stands were in Indi- 
anapolis, Monday through Thursday 
(7-10), and Kokomo, Friday (11). 
Show left here for a week’s stand in 
Cincinnati. 


‘Babes’ $9,000, Newark 


Newark, March 15. 


‘Babes in Arms’ at the Shubert last 
week drew crowded houses and 
splendid reviews from the crix. 


Nearly $9.000 was accounted for at 
the b.o. Current show is ‘Brother 
Rat, return engagement. 


Estimate fer Last Week 
‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert (1.960: 
$1.50) First musical the 
season went over big, doing nearly 
$9,000. 
’ 
‘Cargo’ Drab 2!/,G, B’klyn 
Brooklyn, March 15 
‘White Cargo’ was no great shakes 
when it made a return engagement 
at Werba’s Brooklyn last week. Cur- 
rent attraction at the Brooklyn i 
‘Boy Meets Girl.’ Brattleboro Play- 
ers continue with ‘Black Eye’ at the 
St. Felix St. theatre. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘White Cargo.’ Werba’s Brooklyn 
(1,500: $1.50). Unexcitine $2,500 


show of 


FROME’ $3,000, INDPLS. 


RECORDS 


Minneapolis, March 15. 

Helen Hayes in ‘Victoria Regina’ at 
| the Lyceum here last week broke all 
local box-office records for a three- 
day engagement. Show | stopped 
newspaper advertising a week before 
its arrival because seats for the four 
performances were entirely sold. 
More than 60%of the thousands of 
mail orders received had to be re- 
turned unfilled and enough business 
was turned away in this way and at 
the boxoffice more than to fill the 
theatre for four additional perform- 
ances, 


In St. Paul, however, ‘Victoria’ 
failed by a considerable margin to 


sell out at the two nights and mat- 
inee at the Auditorium, where it 
played before coming to Minneapolis. 
In the 2,800-seat St. Paul house the 
show grossed $12,000. This was the 
only stand on the present tour where 
it didn’t pull capacity. 

‘Victoria’ raked 
for a single performance Monday (7) 


at the Parkway, Madison, Wis., for a 
total of $35,000 on the week. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Victoria Regina,’ Lyceum (2,200; 


$3.30). Helen Hayes jammed the 
| house to rafters three nights and 
matinee and thousands were turned 
| away: mail order sale smashed rec- 
|ords here, as did half-week gross; 


with free-list suspended, excepting a | 


few seats for press, finished with 
stupendous $18,600, all that house 
could hold at scale. “The Women,’ 
with Chicago company, current for 
three nights and matinee, 


Des Moines, March 15. 
Winding up a split-week last Sat- 
}urday (12) at the Shrine auditorium 
here, Max Gordon's touring troupe 
in Clare Boothe’s comedy, ‘The Wom- 
en,’ chalked up a total gross of $13,- 
500 for the seven-performance week. 
Previous stands were at the Forum, 
Wichita. Monday (7), and Municipal 


|auditorium, Kansas City, Tuesday 
and Wednesday (8-9). , 

Show moved on to Minneapolis 
last night. while the Helen Hayes- 
| starring, ‘Victoria Regina,’ landed 
| here to conquer the town. Attend- 


ance was 4.100 and the gross reached 

$9,400, an all-time high. 

Omaha, March 15. 
Helen Hayes, playing ‘Victoria 

Regina’ in a one-day, two-perform- 

ance stand at Paramount here today 


(Tuesday) is certain of capacity 
houses both matinee and evening. 
Advance sale has been the heaviest 
of any legit company showing here 
in past five years, and every seat 
was taken more than a week ago. 
At a $3.30 top for night and $2.75 
high for mat cale figures out at 
hetter than $8.000 for one day's 


showing 


ucme of legit takes here. 


Nashville, March 15 


‘ 
Helen Haves will break her own 
rec {1 here March 30. Advance ile 
for ‘Victoria Regina’ is biggest in 
history of Nashville show busine 
Jenny Lind not excepted 

Every seat in Ryman Auditorium 
1s been taken for three weel n 
advance f date Ci \ 
2.800 and the boxoffice ould go 
well jin advance of $5.200. which M 
Have f » *Ma of Scotian 

1 set up as record for single legit 
erformance 


New Lows Give Bway the Weeps, 


| 





——- 





Blame Income Tax Deadline, Lent: 


Right 266, ‘Susan’ 176, ‘Time’ 15446 





B’way Legit Grosses 


Estimated Total Grosses 
Last Week $251,000 
(Based On 24 She ues) 











Total Grosses Same 
Week Last Year $332,200 
(Based on 24 Shows) 
M € a tr [ ( } 
ct pDe¢ 1 n 
{ Li | t | | 
{ M ( Le 


+ 


I more iately { I me tax pay- 
ment New 


low 


+ 





said to still be making some money; 
again around $7,000. 
‘Shadow and Substance,’ 
(8th (D-789; $3.30) 
strongly with midw 
prisingly bis n Lent 
$12,500 


‘Susan and Goad,’ Plymouth 


Golden 
Held up 
matinee sur- 
religious 


week ) 
eek 


for 


(24th 

veek) (CD-1,10¢ $3.30) Straight 

} A ender! a maintained the 

ice althe 1 under normal, fine 
ry S i $17,000 mark 

‘The Hill Between,’ Little (2d 

veek) (D-532; $3.30). Opened late 

Wee OLICE promi nz 

vy | cated tl week. 


‘The Star Wagon,’ Empire (25th 
week) (CD-1.096: $3.30). Stood up 


; anual ; stg ell with better than $12,500 grossed 
me pres alions vnicn nad 0 : 
: veges ' , =e) | Jast we nounced to tour after 
hgured strong enough to counter the ¢ . 
; ; three more weeks; due in Chicago 
conditions April 11 
Survey f the gro lrawn by sig , ° . 
Pin le cen fees me eae Fhe Women, Barrymore (64th 
most adder, liOwevel naicatea tn 1 a4 - . . 
: : , “jhe : week ) i¢ 1.048 $3.30) Eased off 
there were plenty of neat profit . 
‘ Per further. but still indefinite; takings 
made, despite the groanin ( 4 10 OO f 4 
l enough show busine fee] ef Uvel 9s ome profit at 
pay of the feder: ( cc , : 
rear ea . Three Waltzes, Majestic (12th 
ore nan tl OL IN¢ y i ( ’ ¢2 Ww ‘Rp 
in: k) (O-1,75: $30) t Le- 
hen, as a matter of fact, the latter | {Y*' - ; NV : 
ixes are higher than those collecte een the Devil’ out of field, oper 
by the U. S. government. State dead- etta may improve; average estimated 
r pace $14,000 
ne is April 15, but by that time | Pt °* ; : ere 
the citizenry is used to the idea, so Pobacco Road,’ Forrest (223d 
it is expla ned. week) (C-1,107; $1.65) Slump or 
‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ with $26,000, | not, this drama seems to make some 
held the number one position among | COin_ right along; last week again 
the sparse musical: Straight shows | rated around $5,000 
which made coin last week include: ‘You Can't Take It with You,’ 
lie : A bs 7 — : Q¢ 
‘Susan and God,’ $17.000: ‘On Bor- | Booth (66th week) (C-708; $3.30). 
rowed Time,’ $15,500: ‘Shadow and = Eased under $10,000 for first time, 
Substance,’ $12,500; ‘The Star V’agon,’ | but still beti than most holdovers 
$12,500; ‘Golden Boy,’ $12,000: nee | and indefinii 
Is Enough’ and ‘Our Town,’ each | ‘Who's Who,’ Hudson (3d week) 
| dil, A nere were also others tha (R-1,094: $3.30) as on verge oO 
$11,000. Tt l tl that R-1,094; $3.30 W f 
fared better than an even break. | closing; some improvement late last 
Some presentations which had been | week; takings estimated around 
riding high did a dive, including the | $4,500; lean for intimate musical; 
much-lauded revivals, ‘Julius Caesar’ | ‘Whiteoaks’ next week. 


!in doubt. 


in another $4,400 | 


and ‘Shoemaker’s Holiday.’ 

Two costume plavs opened and 
both were quickly folded last week 
—I Am My Youth,’ Playhouse, and 
‘Empress of Destiny,’ St. James. ‘The 
Hill Between,’ at the Little, looked 
Closing this week 
That Glitters,’ Biltmore: added to 
last week’s closings was ‘Many Man- 
44th Street. 
next week: 
Ritz: ‘All 

Thaw,’ 
week) and 


sions,’ 

Due 
the Lot,’ 
ton; ‘Spring 
delayed a 
Hudson. 

With the federal tax deadline 
passed yesterday (Tuesday). better 
attendance is expected for the bal- 
ance of the week. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘All That Glitters,’ Biltmore (9th 
week) (C-906; $3.30). Final week; 
maybe even break or slightly more 
on operation, but red production; 
$5,000 final week. 

‘Bachelor Born,” Lyceum (8th 
week) (C-957: $3.30). Figured to stay 
well into spring period or beyond; 
first week here after moving from 
Playhouse promising at $8,500. 

‘Brother Rat,” Ambassador 
week) (C-1.156; $2.20). About held 
its own, but business down to low- 
water mark of $4,000 but may hold- 
over into spring. 

‘Empress of Destiny,’ St. James. 
Yanked Saturday (12); drew general 
panning; played five performances. 

‘Golden Boy,’ Belasco (20th week) 
(C-1,000; $3.30). Dropped with nearly 
all others in last week’s further 
decline: still okay, with takings 
around $12,000. 

‘Hooray for What,’ Winter Garden 
(16th week) (M-1.671; $4.40). Drew 
rather well Jast half after another 
slow start; gross estimated 
$20,000: low probably some profit for 
musical 

‘Id Rather Be Right,’ Alvin 
week) (M-1,355; $4.40). Still the best 


‘Schoolhouse 
the Living,’ Ful- 
Beck (may 


y be 


‘Whiteoaks,’ 


on 


gross-getter on Broadway, but also 
affected by conditions; around 
$26.000: lowest figure to date. 


‘I Am My Youth,’ Playhouse. Dis- 
appointing reception, with manage- 
ment deciding to close Saturday 


(12); played one week. 
‘Many Mansions, 44tn 
Closed Saturday, too, after being on 
for some time; played 20 
$5,000. 
Music Box 


75). Dropped 


Street. 


the verge 
’ ' 

wee; averave under 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ 


(17th weck) (D-1,019; $2 


again, with taking approximately 
$6,500: low mark to date cale re- 
duced this week; top now $2.75 

‘On Berrowed Time,’ Longacre 
(7th week) (1D-1,019; $3.30). Slump 
not in evidence for this show, which 
went to standee business late last 
weer ( up: $15.500. 

‘Our Town,’ Morosco (7th week) 
(D-961: $3.30). Not affected as much 
a ome others: last week another 
profitable gross drawn; $11,000 

‘Once Is Enough,’ Mille: (5th 


week) (C-944: $3.30). Smart comedy 
ed through pring 
newhat affected la 
ned $11,000 ar 
‘Room Service,’ Cort (44th 
(C’-] 064 $3.30. Gow 
th and while considerably o! 


t week but 


qd regar 


‘All | 


‘Wine of Choice,’ Guild (4th week) 


(C-914: $3.50) Expectation is for 
continuance beyond subscription 
period; business. principally from 
regular Guild customers; estimated 
over $10,000. 
Added 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(14th week) (R-500: $2.75). Doing 
nearly all small house will hold; 


unionite revue around $7,000 mark. 
‘Cradle Will Rock,’ Mercury (lth 

week) (M-682; $2.20) Final three 

weeks announced; may be done on 


Coast; slightly profitabie; under 
$5,000 last week. 
Revivals 
‘Julius Caesar’ and ‘Shoemaker’s 
Holiday,’ National 19th week) 
(1.164; $2.20 and $2.75). Business 


Slipping, with last week dropping to 
around $8,500 mark. 

‘A Doll’s House,’ Broadhurst (12th 
week) (1,116; $3.30). Around $8,500 
last week: had been topping $10,000; 
due off soon. 

‘A Fireman's Flame,’ American 
Music Hall; old type meller in night 


| spot, 


| 


(66th | 


| 
| 
} 


around | 


(20th | 


WPA 

‘One Third of a Nation,’ Adelphi; 
top WPAer. 

‘Haiti,’ Lafayette, Harlem; colored 
cast drama 

‘Prologue te Glory,’ 
last night. 

‘Mississippi Rainbow,’ 49th Street; 
final week. 


Elliott; due 


“TAKE IT’ SOCK $20,000; . 


AIMS FOR DET. RECORD 


Detroit, March 15. 
second week gross above 
the opening stanza, ‘You Can’t Take 
It with You’ figures to run off this 
Saturday (19) with about the highest 
total take ever recorded here for a 
three-week stand. ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter’ follows, opening Sunday 
night (20). 

Bally. word-of-mouth and rave 
notices built up ‘Can't Take It’ to an 


With a 


estimated $20,000 last week at the 
Cass, following around $21,000 the 
opening stanza. 30th were wows, 


especially at the $2.75 top. Originally 


set in for one week, the comedy will 
now hold for a third, and still turn 
in plenty of profit 

Following ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter’ come ‘Brother Rat’ and 
You Never Know 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘You Can't Take It with You,’ 
Cas: (3d week) (1.900; $2.75) Zuilt 
to more than $20.000 last week, fol- 
lowing $21,000 first stanza: holds for 


third 


aT } he 


‘Whiteoaks’ $14,000 Wk. 


I ( dy vii 1 Zo 
Wh ' ; # ; here Jast 
turdas night after a two-day 
tand. having rolled up aiau vy total 
$14.000 on eck of dates 

By af ( na nere, 
‘ eek n Wash- 

C 
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Driscoll’s 100 Papers 

Charles B. Driscoll, for 13 years 
editor of O. O. MclIntyre’s column 
at McNaught Syndicate, now being 
handled as a columnist by that firm, 
has already been signed by over 100 
papers. McIntyre had a total of 
about 500 papers some of which are 
now taking Louis Sobol’s stint via 


King Features. Hearst newspapers 
and oihers taking Sobol total 
about 50. 


Plug for Driscoll’s biog titled ‘The 


Life of O. O. McIntyre’ appeared | 
last week as a trailer to Sobol’s | 
column. 

Soon after the death of O. O. Mc- 
Intvre and the discontinuance of his 
daily column, nearly all syndicaves 
offered replacement columns Ww th 


> 


considerable success considering re- 
cession conditions. During the de- 
pression in the early 30's there was 
a general tendency to drop Broad- 
way columns and cut down on con- 
tract service in many parts of the 
country. 

Same does not apply now and in- 
dicates business is not as bad as re- 
ported, according to syndicate people. 

Associated Press has launched a 
new syndicated column by Dale 
Harrison titled ‘New York.’ Harri- 
son is a former reporter who has 
been switched to columning by the 
A.P.’s feature service, in an effort to 
sell a New York column to ihe 
papers which formerly took O. O. 
McIntyre. 


Philadelphia Guild Trial Ends 

Nine members of Philly Bulletin 
unit of the Newspaper Guild were | 
adjudged guilty Sunday (13) on one 
of three charges of violating the 
Guild constituiion. One man was 
suspended for a year and the others 
were reprimanded. 

Trial, before a five-man board se- 
lected by Guild execs, was first of 
its kind in the country. It lasted 
more than 12 hours in two Sunday | 
sessions and briefs were filed by both 
sides before decision was passed. | 

Guilty verdict was returned on 
charges against Guildsmen of par- 
ticipating in collective bargaining 
with their own employer. Guild} 
rules are that bargaining must be} 
done through a Guild negotiating | 
committee and that no member of) 
the committee shall be on the staff | 
of the paper for which bargaining | 
is taking place. 

Not guilty verdicts were returned | 
On charges of disclosing confidential | 
information in the form of a wage} 
survey to the publisher. Indictment 
charging disobedience of the local 
advisory board was quashed. 

Roger Gibson, prez of the Bul-| 
letin unit, was the man suspended. 
He announced he will appeal to the 
international exec board. Those rep- | 
rimanded were Robert W. Comber, 
Don Donaghey, Ray Josephs, Ray 
Hill, William Tucker, Harry McGoni- 
gal, Charles McEliresh and Max Cur- 
tiss, 

Trial board at the same time found 
Charles P. Polk, prez of Philly- 
Camden Guild unit, and Richard V. 
Cornish, secretary, not guilty of dere- 
liction of duty on four counts. It 
found them guilty, however, of per- 
mitting members of the Bulletin unit 
to attend a meeting with the pub- 
lisher without properly § advising 
them at what point that 


The two officers were censured, 





Al Cohn’s Ex-Col. 
Withdrawing his column ‘Now 
and Then,’ from the L. A. Examiner, 
Alfred A. Cohn is confining his 
literary efforts to scenarizing :t 
20th-Fox where he is under contract 
since relinquishing his post as col- 
lector of the Port of Los Angeles. 
Harry Crocker, publisher's assist- 
ant, is by-lining the pillar, 


Gross Neglect? 


Newspaper Guild of Boston is in- | 
three 


vesligating the dismissal of 
employees of the Lynn, Mass. Tele- 
gram-News without severance pay. 
‘Gross neglect of duty’ is the 
paper’s explanation. 

One of the reporters given the gate 
is the femme society editor- 
expecting. If pregnancy is inter- 
preted as ‘gross neglect’ by the pub- 
lisher then there will be some fire- 


-who's 


works in Lynn, according to the Hub 


Guild office. 


Booksellers’ Monthly Luncheons 

American Booksellers Association 
will sponsor a series of monthly au- 
thors’ luncheons at Essex House, 
N. Y., starting March 30 with Thurs- 
ton Macauley in charge. Admission 
will be $2 a head, open to the public 
for a look-see at *-.&%. authors. Wil- 
liam Lyon Phe!ps will be chairman 


|at 10 cents. 


| ‘Literary connoisseurs, 


meeting | 
ewould become collective bargaining. | 











| 
lof the first luncheon and speakers, | 


' Sinclair Lewis, Ferdinand Lundberg | 


and Mrs. Ruth Harkness. 

Idea is stated to be promotion of 
closer contact between writers and 
the public. J. Donald Adams and 
Irita Van Doren, book editors of the 


N. Y. Times and Tribune Sunday 
supplements, respectively, will be 
chairman of subsequent literati 
luncheons. 


Journal-American Seeking 
Hearst’s N. Y. Journal-American 1s 


reported to be considering adding a| 


new Broadway column. This is 
result of squawks from many of the 


Broadway nitery bunch who state 
there is no outlet for plugs and men- 
tions since Sobol’s column has been 


switched to the McIntyre spot. 

Among those boing considered for 
the spot are Hy Gardner of the 
Brooklyn Eagle, Hal Eaton of the 
Newhouse Syndicate, Jimmy Cannon 
and John McClain, last two cul 
on the J-A staff. 


! 
wad 
renuty 


New Magazine: 

Dell Publishing Co. has issued a 
one-shotter titled Ha, edited by Nor-_ 
man Anthony. It’s a pseudo picture 
magazine, which ribs the others of 
this type, as Ballyhoo parodies ad- 
vertisers. Mag sells for 10 cents. 

Voter is the name of a new pocket 
size mag devoted to politics which 
will be edited in N. Y. by Francis J. 
Farley. It’s due out March 25, priced | 

i] 


| 


Behaviorism for Writers | signed 


Random House, which is publish- 
ing Elizabeth Hawes’ book, ‘Fashion 
Is Spinach,’ is tossing a combination | 
cocktail party and fashion show for | 
the literati tmorrow. Dignified in- | 
vitation contains the following gag: 
possibly un- 
familiar with such goings on. are 
requested to keep their hands off the 
models.’ 


Press Agents Are Happy 

New eleciric news bulletin sign 
on roof top at 46th street and Broad- 
way, N. Y., set up by Benton & 
Bowles agency for Calvert Whiskey 
has press agents pleased. 

Running illuminated lettering is 
supposed to be columnist stuff, etc., 
but is mostly sluffo publicists can’t 
get placed elsewhere. 





Goodfellow Deals Off 
Negotiations between Preston 
Goodfellow, publisher of the Brook- 
lyn Daily Eagle, and S. I. New- 
house, publisher of several N. Y. 
newspapers, are reported off. 


i 


| 


|a partner in 


| aging editor of the N. Y 
| San 


the | 


New- | 


house was said to be considering the | 


purchase of the Eagle. Goodfellow 
is understood to have had several 


; conversations with Newhouse, who 


publishes the Long Island Press, 
Newark Ledger and Siaten Island 
Advance, but deal, if any, is tempo- 
rarily cold. 

Ridder Brothers, publishers 
German language newspapers, who 
also own several papers in the mid- 


house end. 





Front Page Ball 


the N. Y. Newspaper Women’s Club. 


best woman's column, reporting and 
criticism, 


Herbert Porter’s Health Trip 

Herbert Porter, publisher of 
Hearst’s Atlanta and Sunday Ameri- 
can, on extended leave for 
reasons. Trip to Honolulu will be 
part of convalescense. 

Randolph Apperson Hearst, one of 
publisher’s twin sons learning biz on 


dep’t. 








Veloz and Yolanda’s Book 
Harper’s is publishing Veloz and 
Yolanda’s book on dancing. ‘Tango 
and Rhumba’ (3.50), designed for both 
non-pro and instructor reading. In- 
| cludes 300 illustrations by the rank- 
‘ing dance team. currently at the 
Ilotel Plaza, N. Y. 
Willard Hall ghosted and gets col- 
_laborative billing. 
Jack Dempsey's Magazine 
Publication of Jack Dempsey’s 
| magazine is scheduled for March 28. 
i It's to be an all sports monthly with 
| Harry Donnenfeld handling printing 
and distribution, and Dempsey 
nominally as editor. Contribs to the 


| 
} 
i 
' 


first issue include Damon Runyon, 
Lou Gehrig, Vincent Richards. Law- 
son Little, Jim Tully, Al Jolson, 


Georze Shute and Benny Leonard 
Ned Brown is associate editor and 
Max Waxman business manager 


sti. 


tend and make the three awards for | 


health | 


‘which the dramatization was made. 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


dle west, were also reported to be @ 
involved in the deal on the New- | Producer. 








en ——— = 
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ravara a west, & aovesns | Attitude of Managers 
executive and newspaperman, died 
at S- . a Torle last ( oe H a : 
am hie Same ” : bhai last Mon (Continued from page 47) common union, he said. Shaw. the 
day (7), following an illness of a Guild basic agreement at that time. | most successful of all, doesn’t need a 
year. Once worked on the sports Meantime, the playwrights’ group society to protect his interests. On 


staff of the N. Y. Times. Later was 
Leson Advertising 
Agency, then in Calkins & Holden. 

John McNaught, 89, one-time man- 
World and 
Francisco Call, died March 12 
in a sanitarium at San Jose, Calif. 

Edward W. Simpson, 58, telegraph 
editor of the Nowata (Okla.) Daily 
Star, died at his home in Nowata 
March (11). 

Walter B. Ratliff, 41, assistant city 
editor of Atlanta Journal, died in 
Atlanta hospital after four-month ill- 
ness. A native of Waco, Texas, he 
started out on city staff of Fort 
Worth Record and worked for Okla- 
homa News, Dallas Journal, Dallas 
News and Fort Worth Press 


CHATTER 

Frank Moss has scribbled a new 
play titled ‘Like the Rich People.’ 

James Lee, who recently departed 
Hearst’s L. A. Examiner. joined 
Harry Brand’s publicity staff at 20th- 
Fox. 

Rose Wilder Lane has bought a 
house near Danbury, Conn. Her 
novel, ‘Free Land,’ currently a Sat- 
evepost serial, will be published by 


| Longmans, Gree... 


Maj. Archie Logan. recently re- 
from Seattle Times, is now 
f 


spotted by Hearst as biz manager of 


Los Angeles Examiner. Reported 
salary is $80,000 vearly. 

John Truesdell, Columbus (0O.) 
Dispatch; William McDermott, 
Cleveland Plain Dealer. and Ham 
Parke, Salt Lake Tribune. are gan- 


dering the Hollywood studios in 
search of feature yarns, 

Publishers Guild, Inc.. New York, 
has increased its capital stock from 
$100,000 to $200,000, according to a 
certificate filed by Attorney Milton 
H. Goldson with the Secretary of 
State at Albany. 

Frederick Hazlitt Brennan, re- 
cuperating from injuries sustained 
in an auto accident New Year's eve, 
is at Coronado Beach, Calif., for three 
weeks working on the script for 
Paramount's ‘St. Louis Blues.’ 

Irving Stone sold a 10-chapter biog 
on Jack Uondon to Satevepost 
through the William Morris agency. 
Houghton-Mifflin to publish the 
book. Merritt Hulburd took it for 
the SEP from a skeleton outline. 

Knopf will publish ‘On Borrowed 
Time,’ drama by Paul Osborn and 
Lawrence E. Watkin. Same firm also 
published the Watkin novel of the 
Same rame six months ago from 


| contract, 


Francis Smith, formerly with Time 
mag and more recently with the 


of | Paris Herald, is presently sunning 


himself in Corsica. He plans to re-| 
turn to the U. S. next month. He’s | 
brother of Robinson Smith, legit | 


Harlan Ware has checked off the 
Paramount lot after completing a 


| script in collaboration with Patter | 


Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt will at- | the late summer. | 


| 





dad's Atlanta sheet, now attached to | being the tag of the yacht on which 
city staff after tour of duty in adv. | he sailed the South Seas. ‘Three Sheets 


Front Page Ball is scheduled for | Son McNutt, and will devote the next 
April 22 at the Astor Hotel, N. Y. by | few months to fiction. He is dotted- 


lined for a return to Paramount in 

Because her friends told her that, 
they were certain Odd would have | 
wanted it that way, Mrs. O. O. Mc- | 
Intyre resumed the famed Sunday 


night buffet suppers at her Park 
avenue (N. Y.) apartment in the 
usual manner, with her intimates 


around her, 


Morton Clark, Philly and N. Y.. 
socalite, now husband of June Mor- 
row, has an adventure book which 
may wind up titled ‘Glory B,” that 


to the Wind’ and ‘Capt. Outrageous’ 
are other alternate titles. 


Philadelphia Record staffers run- 
ning their own stork derby, with six 
members entered and rest of the 
scriveners forming a pool on results. 
At the post are the wives of David 
G. Wittels, Si Shaltz and Frank 
Jones, of the general assignment 
staff; Joe Desiderio and Eddie Ellis, 
photogs; and Dan Holloway, assist- 
ant city ed. 


Irene Kuhn, whose autobiog, 
signed to Adventure’ 
is being flirted with by several Hol- 
lvwood firms, is doing a piece for 
Collier's on her recent cruise to Rio 


*As- 


(Lippincott), 


on the Rex. She authored ‘Sex on 
the Rex,’ the made-on-board film 
nroduction (three-reeler) which 
Harry Rapf (Metro) and Leon 
Schlesinger (Warner Bros.)  pro- 
duced. For some reason that title 
was deemed too s.a.. so it's now 


j} called ‘Hollywood on the Rex.’ 


| Broadway showmen of the eilect on 


{nothing of the reported negotiations 
| between Jake Wilk, representing the 


| justified.” Until the Bureau attempts | 


| the contrary, the managers are the 
ones who need protection when deal- 
ing with Shaw. And anyway, Sher- 
wood concluded, ‘no society would 
be good enough for Shaw.’ 


is being viewed askance by several 
established Broadway producers. 
Outfit is perfectly entitled to set up 
its own producing organization if it 
chooses, according to one view ex- 
pressed, but the boys are likely to 
find they've bitten off a large mouth- 
ful before they’re through. For one 
thing, any manager will testify that 
one playwright in a theatre during 





Equity ‘Porgy’ 








(Continued from page 49) 


production is bad enough, but five ne ee 
of them involved in a single show | and salaries will approximate $4,000 
would be the limit. Equity’s recourse is a suit against 


‘Wagner. Negotiations with him afte: 
the Coast stranding gave little indi- 
cation that he would agree to 


For another, the same manager ex- 
plained, what with higher taxes, the 
increased expenses due to the spread 


settle 
tlic, 


of unions in the theatre have made According to Meyer Kurz, his attor- 
Be : ney, Wagner feels that he gave 
production a headache. It’s bad ye e «Save 
_| Equity ample notice of his with- 
enough for a commercial producer ns : t 
ial } , ty q | drawal as a guarantor. Equity feels 
1 akes s risks on as near to ¢ ae 3 : . 
Me om seg we xerageteee™ For vs that Wagner is liable for the amount 
siness asis as possible. rs : : 
ee eg see Ra thin! el vane He was on the managers’ exempt list 
or ry arc e Inks * A 
group of writers, he thinks, 1 though not active lately. 
murder, { Exemption list dates from 194. 
No Hollywood Angles | when Equity entered into a basic 
é -ontrac rn s tL f ia 
Some doubt is expressed by cther | “ ntract with the Shuberts and allied 


managers. All other producers were 


bee eee required to post guarantees. but ex- 
established producers of the forma- a thagarone ReneS, Dut Ox 


tion of the new producing group. or a pelts ae, Ment 
While it obviously constitutes an at- | Owmen whose routees Were. un 
tempt to eliminate the ‘mica'leman’ ee di —— geri . 
(producer), showmen point ovt that sige Rr oe vag ¥ , ‘i er 
the managers have in the tast few ee en ee ee eee ‘igen 

é obsolete and includes several de- 


seasons been turning to new suthors 
rather than dep2uding on the works 
of the prize-winners. 


ceased showmen. 
Angle of the ‘Porgy’ situation is 
that most of the players involved are 


On: observer commented that if | eolored. Equity has not gone 
the five had forined thei Oup last’ strongly for such membership. but 
season they woula have saved the «The Green Pastures’ was similarly 
Theatre Guild about $100,000. He all-Equity. Arrangements made on 
refevted to the insses on Anderson's | this end by Wagner included giving 
‘Masque of Kings’ and Howard’s| members of the company two-. y 


‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle,’ while it 
seems possible that Behrman’s ‘Wine 
of Choice’ may end in the red. 


tickets and some of the chorus still 
have their return transportation, 
First indication there would be trou- 

Only leading producer likely to be’ ble came when one Harlemite sold 
affected when the playwrights do, his ticket and went on a spree. What 


their own producing would be Guth-| others did with their tickets since 
rie McClintic, who has had ‘Winter- | then is not clear, but it is said that 
| set,” ‘High Tor,’ and ‘The Star Wagon’ | Wagner declared out after figuring 


on his list of bits the last three sea- 
sons. All were written by Anderson. 
‘The Wingless Victory,’ another An- 
derson-authored, McClintic-produced 
arama, was less successful, while the 
same managei’s production of How- 


he might be held responsible for en- 
trusting the fares to individuals in- 
stead of a company manager 


Coast Angles 
Los Angeles, March 15 


ard’s ‘Yellow Jack’ was an artistic Forced to close their Coast book- 
failure, ings in San Francisco last Sunday 
Dramatists Guild president stated night (13), after three weeks there, 


that the venture had no direct rela- and with salaries unpaid for the fir al 


tion to the dispute between Holly- , stanza, members and chorus of the 
wood and the Guild regarding the | cast of ‘Porgy and Bess,’ Merle Ar- 
dramatists’ basic agreement. In ref-  Mitage coast production, are being 


advanced money here by Equits 
Eva Jessye choir of 26, by reason 
of a concert tour scheduled to fol- 
low closing of the ‘Porgy and Bess’ 
wes.ern bookings at Phoenix this 
weekend, have complicated matters 
for Equity, through the refusal of 
contract, he added, and suggestions Mrs. Isabel Scott, New York sponsor 
toward concessions to Hollywood | of the choir, to permit the release of 
were overwhelmingly rejected at the return transportation that would en- 
annual meeting last fall. able the choir and some 18 to 20 


deny ..| principals returning east. Few of 
Possibility of a change of Guild | the cast, who carried their transpor- 


attitude in view of the tepid condi- | tation, have pulled out for New 
tion of the current legit season was | York, but around 45 are held her:, 
minimized by Sherwood. Slackening subsisting on cash advances made by 
of legit production has been due al-| I, B, Kornblum, Equity rep here 
most entirely to the lack of suitable | Biz is said to have fallen the third 
plays rather than to conditions in| week in Frisco, with no salaries 
Wall Street of the absence of film | forthcoming for that stanza, Due to 
money, he explained. Added that he | flood conditions in Central Califor- 
knows of no worthwhile plays that | nia, dates in San Jose and Fresno 
have been denied production through | had to be called off, with the troup 
lack of financing. On the contrary, | left high and dry. 
coin has been available for about the | 
usual percentage of failures, he ex- © r 
plained, Bills Next Week 
(Continued from page 46% 
Glenn Dale Art 


erence to that, he declared he knows 


studios, and Dramatists Guild of- 
ficials regarding modification of the 
Guild members are well 
satisfied with conditions under the 





Nothing in the playwright-produc- 
ing plan is aimed to combat the 
Bureau of New Plays, Sherwood said. 





Moonev <rce 


'He explained that the Dramatists | Jimmy Nolan Phasien Auth 
| Guild had protested the presence of | Boris, Romanoft “Melly 
aa ; . | Coyle MeKay Ore Al Nally 

| Theresa Helburn on the board of di- Webster Hall Dorothy Mayo 
rectors of the Theatre Guild at the | (Cocktail Grill) John Looik 


same time she heads the Bureau, but 
said that action was only to ‘express | 

. | 
our sentiments that her stand is un- 





PITTSBURGH 


_ _ Bill Green's { Italian Gardens 

Neichton Noble Ore} Bizi Covaivu Ore 

hdith Caldwell Carmen 

Chick Floyd Glenn Harding 
Harlem Casino Wayne & Roberta 


to produce a play, he pointed out, 


| the Dramatists Guild does not figure | Jimmy Wadkins Or | New Penn 
on taking any action. Sherwood -ypor-thcoae Pals | Too Haymes Orc 
stated that the unfairness of the Bu- eles Wiles vee Begers 
reas stand lies in the fact that it) V@vis & Davis ae Sane 


pie : : S | Sparkplug George 
ties up the entrants in its contests | Emma Smith ‘ 
from having their plays produced by isiee ee s 
; . . ian Young 
a regular producer, although it can- | Connie Berry 
not produce them itself.’ | Hotel Henry 
i |; Ralph Harrison Ore 
There is little chance of a direct 


Hotel Roosevelt 
ticup between the Dramatists Guild | Buddy Russell 3 


Fran Fichter Orc 
Gill & Mason 
CGiale 6 
Olive While 
Helene Mijlte 
Augelo Li vata 
Nut Clas 
Bill Reetor 
Dailydilts 





and the English Playwrights’ So- | , Hotel Schenley | Vines 
pee, Ta : i 1 ‘ ba 7 j 2 

ciety, according to Sherwood. Such Semaar baer Vre | rad Hunt © 
a development would be helpful to | Buzz Aston Plase Cafe 


both groups, he feels, but the British | Metel Webster Hatt cimmny Sesion Ore 


Adele St. Clin 


‘ peers —_— : ye ! Major Olmes Ore > 3 ° net 
dramatists hav ent a= sufficiently | tleien Martin | eters . . r vate 
strong organization to make a union | Johnny buffy 4 SI Boat . 
possible her r — : .| Hotel William Penn | pt gg 
possible. There are comparatively (Geil aS Maree Ore 

- . . ! , » . eal 
few established English dramatists | Kine’s Jesters - “- ; r omnns 
hess | olLn irre 

and they don't seem to care about “4ry Ruth Milam | wayne \ ’ 


(Continental Bar) W 
}3 Guardsmen '& Palmer Girls 


| protecting their interests through a 
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Broadway 


Al Wilkie due for a vacation, 

Betty Lawford back from Florida. 

Deanna Durbin returns to the 
Coast March 24 or 25. 

Floyd Gibbons set for another 13 
shorts for Warner Bros. 


Larry Hammond, radio writer, back 
from a vacation .n Haiti. 

Walter O'Keefe in from 
wood for a change of pace. 


Paul Phillips, Par real estate head, 
out of town on company business. 

Nickelodeon type films a new 
Sunday night stunt at the Hotel New 
Yorker. 


Sammy Weisbord, of the William 
Morris office, to the West Indies for 
10 days. 

Herman Bernstein in fro 
Coast. Company managing * 
Enouzh.’ 

The Cliff Fischers due back 
Paris after Les Ambassadeurs 
opens in early May. 

Jim Proctor will be the road p.a. 
for the new 
show, ‘I Married an Angel.’ 

Zac Freedman, in from 
says he caught iast train out of Los 
Angeles shortly before the high tide. 

Claire Niessen, juve actress in 
legit, nixed RKO contract offered 
from Pandro Berman after a recent 
test. 

Willette Whitaker of the vaude 
turn, Hill and Whitaker, back on 
Broadway after nearly a decade of 
world travel. 


Holly- 


1S 


srom 
show 


Manie Sacks, Music Corp. of Amer- | 


ica agent, in Cleveland and goes to 
Philly today (Wednesday) 
couple of days. 

John S. Young headquartering at 
the Empire State Bldg. in new job 
heading New York World’s Fair 
radio activities. 

The Versailles’ stunt of a CPA in 
the nitery to aid on income tax re- 
turns was a good stunt if not very 
practically taken up. 

A. W. Smith, Jr., United 
sales manager, left Friday (11) for 
Miami, with Ralph G. Branton, g.m. 
of the Abe Blank enterprises joining 
him. 


Steffi Hunerasky - Rasky, conti- 
nental musical comedy and_ light | 
opera singer, American - debuting | 


next month 
auditorium. 

RKO ushers and their friends held 
their annual get-together at the Hotel 
Astor Monday night. Around 1,400 
attended, including high moguls of 
the company. 

Elizabeth Love, of ‘The Fireman’s 
Flame,’ hoke meller at the American 
Music Hall, plans a European vacash 
this summer instead of the usual 
strawhat season, 

Negro Actors Guild launched 
first membership drive Sunday (13) 
after a meeting of 100 charter mem- 
bers at the Rhythm Club. Edna 
Thomas handling. 

Closing of Rockefeller Plaza skat- 
ing pond has r¢cplaced the first robin 
as a harbinger of spring. Rink was 
melted Sundzy (13) with the Prom- 
enade Cafe to open shortly. 

Juliet Forbes vacated one of the 
Yeads in ‘Brother Rat’ last week and 
will vacation for a couple of weeks 
in Bermuda. Marjorie Kaufman, 
lately in the Philly company, replac- 
ing. 

Irene V. Mayo, dance director, 
staging her own book show, ‘When 
Hearts Are Young,’ with an all-juve 
amateur cast, as the Night of Stars 
prelim offering at Madison Square 
Garden, Saturday (19). 

Jack Dempsey’s new cocktailery in 
the Brill Bldg. was unveiled at a 
special preview yesterday (15). Bar, 
located a block from his Eighth ave. 
restaurant, occunies space formerly 
used by the Trans-Lux newsreel 
theatre. 

Hit party of the season was the 
annual Warner Club banquet-ball at 
the Waldorf Saturday night (12), 
with entertainment including Benny 
Goodman’s band, Jay C. Flippen, Bill 
Robinson, Bobby Breen, Gae Foster 
Girls and others. 

Nitery managers counselling one 
another not to pan the other joints 
if biz happens to be off. It’s been 
snotty, good here one nicht and bad 
the next. All agree the word of 
mouth with customers. et al., doesn't 
help the biz in general. 


in a recital at Chanin 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 
Phil Dunas. Columbia district man- 
ager, a visitor. 
‘Intermezzo,’ Swedish picture, into 
Lyceum for three days. 
Bill Evidon, Columbia office man- 
ager, driving new auto. 


Earle Perkins, Warner’s Omaha 
branch manager, a visitor. 
‘Let’s Go Hawaii.’ revue, staze | 


show at Auditorium’s annual build- 
er’s show. 

‘In Old Chicago’ (20th) scheduled 
for Minnesota April 15 on straight 
film basis. 

Tonsillitis knocked out Helen Pauly, 
secretary to C. K. Olson, Warner 
branch manager. 


A. V. Mack, Gaumont-British | 
representative, | 


Special New York 
here for fortnight. 
Dwain Esper here from Chicago to 
close deal with Time theatre for re- 
vival of his ‘Marihuana’ picture._ 
Jerome Odlum, former Shopping 
News’ film critic, sold film rights of 


the | 
- Is | 


Dwight Deere Wiman | 


Coast, | 


for aj} 


Artists’ | 


its | 


his novel, ‘Each Dawn I Die,’ to War- 


ners, 

W. A. Steffes and Harry Dryer 
heading party of local exhibitors at- 
tending Louis-Thomas fight in Chi- 
cago. 


| Fred Ableson resigned as GB 
|; branch manager here, being suc- 


| ceeded by Max Mazur, GB Chicago | 
| \ 


salesman. 

Al Putz, Metro office manager, in 
|! charge while W. H. Workman basks 
in Florida and Cuba, recovering 
from illness, 

Walter Hampden in ‘Ethan Frome’ 


only definite underlines for Lyceum, 
both penciled in for April 
‘Room Service’ and Maurice 
in ‘Richard II,’ canceled. 


“vans, 





| Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Freddy Rogers ailing in hospital, 
but coming along all right. 

C. J. Lattas getting away belatedly 
for a short vacation in Florida. 

Edgar Moss and Bill Sussman on 


and San Carlo Grand Opera company | 


London | 


} 





Romney Brent on the sick list. 

T. Hayes Hunter off to Hollywood. 

Gene Sheldon will be back here in 
the fall to star in a picture for ABP. 

The Albert de Courvilles off to 
Paris. Go to Hollywood from there. 

Fanny Brice getting a big hand 
here in ‘Everybody Sing,’ at the Em- 
pire. 

‘Dodsworth’ enjoyed the biggest 
opening in the history of the Palace 


| theatre. 


after | 


‘Bye Mr. 


|Film Row for confabs with Iran 
| Cohn. 
| Mike Peyton due back shortly 
|after singing at the Royal Palms, | 
Miami. 


Bill Robson, Jr., in for quick visit 
with his folks on way back east from 
Mexico. 

Hairy Fleishman’s young son, 
Francis, underwent a blood transfu- 
sion recently. 

Howdy Baum has picked up a spe- 
cial trailer to carry around his little 
electric piano, 

Hazel (Mrs. Mike) Cullen conval- 
|escing at West Penn hospital after 
serious operation. 

Chet Boswell has penned a tune 
dedicated to Karl Krug’s ‘Pittsburgh 
by Night’ column. 

Norman Frescott learned here his 
Toluca Lake home had been swept 
away by the flood. 

Medico’s orders 


have 


Ralph Richardson heading the cast 
of O’Bryen, Linnet & Dunfee’s ‘Good 
ships.’ 

Carroll Levis wanted by Vogue 
Films and Associated British Picture 
Corp. for a picture. 

Hyams Bros. have moved their of- 
fices from Cork street to the new 
State theatre, Kilburn. 

George Black, Jr., is starting work 
on a new revue to be produced in 
Manchester next month. 

Charles Urry negotiating deal with 
American film company for a couple 
of Conan Doyle books. 

Helen Gillette, of ‘Room Service,’ 
contracted flu on the eve of the com- 
pany’s return to America. 

George Elliot, of Elliot & Vivian. 
London publicists, off to Hollywood 
April 20. Business and pleasure. 

Irwin Dash Music Corp. moving to 
more extensive premises in Berners 
street, away from Tin Pan Alley. 

Lew Lake taken ill and given oxy- 
gen at Brussels while over to stage 
his ‘Blackberries’ at Theatre Vari- 
eties. 

Gill Stewart off to Hollywood in 
July. Skedded to confer with Wes- 
ley Ruggles anent a Paramount con- 
tract. 

Rene Ray and Dorothy Hyson, 
playing femme leads in ‘Three Blind 
Mice,’ Guy Bolton’s latest comedy, 


| with no theatre yet set. 


forced | 


George Tyson to give up those big | 


| black cigars for a time. 
Joe Kauffmann has had the screen- 


jing room at the Universal exchange | 


completely redecorated. 

| Lois Miller going back to Atlantic 
City this summer for a daily organ 
stint at the Heinz Pier. 

Jackie Heller coming home 
couple of weeks for the wedding of 
his brother, Bill Heller. 
| Herman Middleman and his or- 


in a} 


| musical for Cicely Courtneidge. 


| chestra in New York for a few days | 


before sailing on month’s cruise. 
John Ball named p.a. for newly 

organized Klaman Enterprises. 

Klaman is Ruby Rubinoff’s mate. 





Palm Springs 


Leah Ray here for sun baths. 
| Eddie Duchin entertained at Co- 
lonial House luncheon. 
| Johnny Mack Brown and family 
daily visitors at the Tennis club. 
| Richard Barthelmess occupying his 
| home here for the first time in sev- 
| eral seasons. 
| Sterling Holloway and _ Benny 
| Baker buying out the village drug- 
| gist’s sun-tan gil. 

Joe Schenck and Mary Maguire 


Bob 


John Southern has taken over the 
Empire, Bristol, which he will ope- 
rate as a vaudeville house. Southern 
now has four vaude spots. 

Ivor Novello, after touring the 
sticks with his Drury Lane show 
‘Crest of the Wave,’ goes for exten- 
sive tour to South Africa. 

Jack Hartford and Robert Steven- 
son, latter Gaumont-British pro- 
ducer, collaborating in writing new | 


Gordon Beckles’ series of articles 
on London’s underworld, which re- 
cently appeared in the Daily Express, | 
has been bought by ABP for filming. 

Fox Films vacating its Wembley 


| studios, which it’s been using for 
| years, Pictures in future will be 
|made by 20th Century, either at} 
Denham or Pinewood. 


Henry Sherek taking Eddie Sobel | 
ver to Leeds to look at ‘Idiot’s De- | 
light,’ and offer suggestions. Sobel | 
also has a date with Alexander | 
Korda on a picture deal. 

Bertha Belmore back from Cannes| 
to take up one of the leads in ‘Yes, 
Madam,’ the Jack Waller Hippo- | 
drome musical of two seasons’ ago, | 


| which ABP is shooting at Elstree. 


carried off Big Apple honors at the | 


Rudy Vallee and his band head- | 


lined entertainment bill at the Rac- | «R444 to Gandahar,’ by Boris Trainin, 
_quet Club’s circus party, the season's | with Lilli Palmer and Malcolm Keen 


| in lead, at the Garrick, March 21, he 


ws Club’s soiree. 


| outstanding social function. 
| Al Wertheimer, owner of the 
|Dunes,_ critically injured three 
months ago in an auto crash in which 
Mrs. Edward Mannix was killed, un- 
derwent an emergency operation for 
the removal of his appendix, 





Sydney 





Yankee pix still top the mar- 
| quees. ; 
| Hoyts has U.A.’s ‘Dead End’ at 


Plaza. 
Norman B. Rydge making quick 
'0.0. trips to boost Greater Union 
| chain. 
| Metro's ‘Night Must Fall’ will cop 
| an eight weeks’ run here for Greater 
Union. 

| Jack Musgrove continues to pull 
| strong dance biz at Trocadero, de- 
| spite heat. 

| Williamson-Tait will revive “The 
| Desert Song’ in Sydney, with Robert 
| Halliday in his original role. 

| Metro reported looking for a the- 
atre in Adelaide to give own chain 
a complete coverage in the ace states 
of commonwealth. 

Surprise hit in Sydney ‘Ali 
Baba’ (20th) at Mayfair. despite the 
wise lads who said Eddie Cantor 
was through as big b.o. 

Greater Union has ‘Lovers and 
Luggers,’ produced by Cinesound, 
following ‘Damsel in Distress’ (RKO) 
at State. This will be followed by 
Metro’s ‘The Bride Wore Red.’ 

Joe Hummell was given a farewell 
dinner by Hoyts just prior to his 
departure for India. Charles Munro 
|made known to the trade that a 
10-year deal had been completed be- 
tween Hoyts and Warners. 

Renovations being completed on 
Tivoli, Sydney, and Frank Neil in- 
‘timated that some big vaude stars 
wil! be here this year. Work has 
not interfered with twice-daily run- 
/ning, and biz generally good. 


} 
1s 


| Buchanan, 


; alice, 


Sam Smith, head of British Lion | 
Films, dickering with Parnell & | 
Zeitlin on a picture deal starring | 
Stanelli’s Stag Party, a prominent | 
local radio and vaude aggregation. 


As soon as A, P. Moore produces | 


} 


is set to do one on the life of Michael 
Collins, the Irish patriot. 

‘Divorce for Christobel,’ by George 
Mayhew, which is owned by Jack 
is being submitted by 
Parnell & Zeitlin to Gertrude 
Michaels for her West End appear- | 
American actress will have to 
get the okay from ABP, which has | 


———————————— 


her under contract. 


‘Parnell’ had only short run here. | 


Philadelphia Ballet plays return | 
engagement at the London Hippo- | 
drome for four weeks some time in| 
May, which means ‘Hide and Seek,’ 
will vacate soon. Pat Hilliard, stage | 
director of ‘Hide and Seek,’ joining 
the British Broadcasting Corp. Tele- | 
vision section as assistant to Charles 
Munro, the head. | 

The Bob Garr and Howard Deigh- 
ton unit, starring Maurice Colleano | 
Family, is not doing good business, 
despite considered one of the most 
entertaining among the road shows. | 


Reason is it lacks a name. But boys | 
are compensated by their other 
shows, which are in the money. 


These are the Will Mahoney and the 
Jack Payne units. Garr and Deigh- 
ton may get Bobby Clark to head 
unit, 


+} - 
ann ' 
ano.nel 


Ernst Behmer, stage and screen ac- 
tor, died of heart stroke. 

Deutsches opry contracted Greek 
soprano, Anna Tassapoulos. 

Victor de Kowa signed by Tobis as 
acting director and scripter. 

Lucienne Boyer packing them in at 
Theater am Kurfuerstendamm 

Hans Fischer contracted by Degeto 
Kulturfilm as managing director. 

Ufa to shoot two pix in French at | 
the Geiselgasteig studios, Munich. 

Edmund Glan, composer of new 
German hits, directing own cleffings. 

Otte Schmidt, of Ufa, contracted 


| 


' the ball 


by Tobis as head of scripting depart- 
ment, 

Ida Wuest cast for lead in Sigmund 
Grafft’s new comedy, “The Wasps’ 
Nest.’ 

Schiller theatre 
three-month tour 
many. 

Jarmila Novotna guest performing 
at State opry in Smetana’s ‘Bartered 
Bride.’ 

Maj. Francis Yeats-Brown, author 
of ‘Bengali,’ in ‘The Future of India’ 
lecture. 

Silent 
coming 
Spuren.’ 

Reich Symph off on a tour through 
German provinces. Franz Adam 
batoning 

Of 328 new films preemed in Aus- 
tria in 1937, Germany contributed 
120, Ufa 128. 

Friedrich Domin, signed for 
picture, ‘Dreiklang,’ on sick list. 
ing replac d. 

Heinrich George lecturing on Ger- 
man novelists before starting out on 
continental tour 

‘The Horoscope of Mylord,’ comedy 
by Dietrich Loder, to be preemed at 
Kammerspiele, Berlin. 

Anny Ondra off to the Dolomite 
Mountains for e. teriors of Tobis pic- 
ture, ‘Fools in the Snow.’ 

Carl Joseph Cremer penning festi- 
val play for the 125th anniversary of 
Leipzig victory over Napoleon. 

Richard Strauss dedicated his new 
opera, ‘Daphne,’ to Kah! Boehm, con- 
ductor at Dresden opera house. 

Before batoning the Berlin 
harmonic, Willem Mengelberg 
feted by his Dutch compatriots 

The Nuremberg opera off for guest 
performances, starting with Haen- 
del’s ‘Julius Ceasar’ at Salzburg. 

British and French ambassadors 
present at performance of Oscar 
Wilde’s ‘Ideal Husband,’ in English. 

Berlin State Opera preeming Sieg- 
fried Wagner’s ‘Der Schmied von 
Marienburg,’ Robert Heger batoning. 

German branch offices of Gaspar- 


on a 
Ger- 


group off 
to Southern 


screen 
back 


star Henny Porten 
in Tobis ‘Verwehte 


Ufa 
Be- 


Phil- 


Was 


color and Stoecker Films, leading 
firms for cultural, advertising and 
educational shorts, in co-operative 
pact, 

Two American pix preeming in 
Berlin's fashionable West, Metro’s 
‘Theodora Goes Wild,’ and Par’s 


‘Souls at Sea,’ sure making the wick- | 


ets spin. 

Antwerp opera giving guest per- 
formance at Cologne in May with 
‘Annemarie,’ new Dutch opera by 
Renaat Veremans. 
Timmermans. 

Jack Hylton and his boys hitting 
instead of the notes 
rugby match against Otto Stenzel’s 


| Scala band. Score was 10-3 in favor 


of Stenzel crew. 





Paris 


Elyane Celis off for Lyon. 
Mme. Nijinska off for Berlin. 
Lulu Gould back from Egypt. 
Marie Dubas birthing baby boy. 
Wiener and Doucet in from Milan: 
Claudette Colbert skiing at St. 
Moritz, 
Pathe 
cinema. 
‘Nothing Sacred’ titlee ‘Le Joyeux 
Suicide.’ 
Spadolini 
Hollywood. 
Le Lido opening 
trade grab. 


_Vear Korene undergoing appendi- 
citis operation. 





taking over Normandie 


Sailing this month for 


for night life 


Monique Rolland signing Holly- | 


wood contract. 

Laurel and Hardy visit expected 
during summer. 

Marcel L’Herbier to revive Ramon 
Novarro in film, 

Phil Reisman commuting between 
Paris and London. 


Comedie-Francaise company back | 


from Egyptian tour. 

Germaine Lublin off to Berlin to 
appear in opera there. 

Mirielle to do three French films 
after no go in Hollywood. 


Conrad Veidt to star in ‘Jouer 
d’Echecs’ (‘Chess Player’) 

Marlene Dietrich writing about 
Hollywood in the Paris Soir. 

Warner's ‘Stand In’ called ‘Mr. 


Dodd Part Pour Hollywood.’ 
‘Le Marseillaise’ not the go ex- 
pected. Too much propaganda. 
Robert-Paul and Jean Dreville 
planning film on life of Moliere. 
Reginald Armour | taking 
French offices of new RKO setup. 
Marguerite Jamos making film 
debut in ‘Les Prisonniers du Ciel.’ 
Josef von Sternberg signing young 
Viennese actress, Hedy Pdunfmayer 
Metro’s publici.y director, E. La- 
pinere, again winning the Quigley 


| plaque. 


Dolores De] Rio bought heavily of 
Schiaparelli clothes before returning 
to U.S 

Ruth and Eric Burkhardts 
over for New Tabarin show, 
March 29. 

‘Le Comedien” new Sacha Guitry 
comedy. in rehearsul at Theatre de la 
Madeleine. 

Fernand Rivers 
‘L’Embuscade,’ 
maekers’ work, 

Zita Perzel, Hungarian actress. 
Paris debuting in ‘Barbara’ at Thea- 
tre St. Georges 

‘J’hesite’ new operetta 
Praxy and Gabarouche, 
at Theatre Antoine. 

Marcel Pagnol going to make ‘Les 
Affaires Sont Les Affaires,’ adapted 
from Octave Mirabeau’s work 


held 


opening 


make 
Kiste- 


going to 
adapted from 


by Raoul! 
in rehearsa! 


Book by Felix | 


in a} 


over | 


ee neem | 


Louise Platt back from New York, 


Joan Crawford recovered from 
pleurisy. 

Leon Schlesinger hospitalized for 
a checkup. 

Charles Butterworth east for an 
indefinite stay. 

Betty Grable and Jackie Coogan 
skiing at Sun Valley. 

Bert Frohman in from New York 


for Metro assignment. 
Scott Dunlap back after Monogram 
confabs in New York. 
Edwin Knopf, Metro 
chief, back from Europe 


SCenalric 


Eleanor Whitney’s mother recover- 
ing trom major operation. 


John Barrymore and Elaine Buar- 
rie vacationing in Mexico. 

Leon Snider, Australian theatre 
owner, visiting the studios. 

Mrs. Eddie Schellhorn out from 
New York to join her mate 

Maury Burke, Carthay' Circle 
treasurer, hospitalized by an auto 


crash. 
Luise Rainer celebrated her second 


Academy award by purchasing a 
new auto. 

Sir Anthony Jenkinson, London 
Daily Sketch, in town as‘ guest of 
Erroll Flynn 

Sergei Prokofieff, Russian modern 


composer, looking over studio cleff- 
ing departments. 


Power O'Malley, former studio set 
designer, back after three years of 
painting in Ireland. 

John Beal off for Chicago to 


glimpse his wife, Helen Craig, in the 
legit, ‘(Caesar's Wife.’ 

Joe Felder, Monogram’s New 
York exchange manager, seeing the 
sights in Hollywood. 

Olivia de Havilland forced to leave 
Warner's ‘Four’s a Crowd’ cast tem- 
porarily because of flu. 

G. B. Jarrett scouting the studios 


for additions to his Atlantic City 
Steel Pier film exhibit. 

Martin Green, photographer at 
Warner’s London studio, here to 


study American methods. 

Pete Smith and the missus threw 
a shindig for the newly-wedded Sid 
Rogells (June Clayworth). 

George Jackson Byrnes, New York 
World’s Fair commissioner, look- 
seeing Warners’ Burbank Iot. 
| W. H. Lollier in Sacramento to 
| watch things for Fox-West Coast 
during the special legislative session. 
| Bob Hussey, Paramount p.a., and 
|the former Mary Lou McAdoo cele- 
| brating their first wedding anniver- 
| Sary. 
| John Hay (Jock) Whitney has con- 
i tributed a police dog to Basil Rath- 
bone’s kennels, raising the roster to 
seven. 

Paul Wilkins, who left Metro cast- 


ling office after 10 years, bought 
,partnership in Cooley - Ullman 
agency. 

| Horace Hough checked in at 


United Artists as assistant to direc- 
tor John Cromwell on Walter Wang- 
er’s ‘Algiers.’ 

| Lili Damita trained out for Miami, 
where she will be joined by hubby 
| Erro] Flynn preparatory to a yacht- 
| ing trip to the West Indies. 

Harty-Kelton agency partnership 
terminated with Bill Harty’s depart- 
ure, and Frank Kelton is now oper- 
ating an agency on his own. 

Chico Marx accompanied Ben 
Lindheimer, Washington Park race 
| track prexy, back to Chicago just for 
|the ride. Headed westward again 
after less than 24 hours in the loop. 

Bud Murray and Gladys Turner 
celebrating their 19th wedding anni- 
| versary this week with a dinner in 
|honor of their best man, Joseph Me- 
Carthy, and his wife. Number of 
other show biz vets will also be pres- 
ent. 

Alanson W. Edwards, Paramount 
publicity staff man in Hollywood, 
made an honorary colonel by Okla- 
homa’s Lieut.-Gov. James E. Berry. 
Edwards ‘was very nice to me in Hol- 
Iyvwood’ was the reason given by 
Berry. Gov. E. W. Marland con- 
ferred the same title on Bob Burns 
a few weeks ago. 


—— 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Dixwell, nabe, took $40,000 fire 
loss, 

Harry Berman set for holiday 
cruise, 


‘Brothers 
March 20. 


‘Rainbow Land’ ice 


Ashkenazi’ at Shubert 


carny at Arena 


March 18-19. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner due at Shu- 
bert April 1-2. 

International Aguatic Follies set 
for Aréna Anril 1-3. 


Little Theatre sold to Lincoln The- 


atre. Inc., for $15,000. 
Burial services here for wife of 
columnist H. I. Phillips last week 


Annual drama tourney for George 


Pierce Baker cup set for April 4-7 

Boston Symoph_ finaled Woolsey 
Hall series. with every concert on 
the list a sellout. 

Harry Shaw will sunervise, Ben 
Parker to direct ‘Town Topics’ revue 
for week of April 28 

International Alliance Theatrical 
Stage Emnlovees vriude benefit set 
for Taft Hotel Anril 9 


Francesco Riggio will conduct Chi- 
cago Grand Onera Company in two 
yperas at St April 3. 


, 
thar? 
a une! 
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EDWARD MARGOLIES 
Edward Margolies, 66, former real 
estate operator and theatre builder, 


died in Roosevelt hospital, New 
York. March 13, of pneumonia. since 
his retirement, about 10 years ago, 
he had made his home in California, 
and was on a visit here when he con- 
tracted the disease about three weeks 
a2o 


"B srn in Russia, he was brought to 
this country when a child and earned 
his first money as a bootblack. He 
obtained a position with the Astor 
estate. where he learned the real 


state business and went out on his 
He specialized in property in 
the theatrical district, and added 
theatre building to his activities. He 
built 41 theatres for the Shuberts and 
a number for Marcus Loew and 
others. He is credited with having 
built more theatres than any other 
man in America. 

He is survived by his widow, a son 
and daughter. 


own, 





LYDA ROBERTI 


Lyda Roberti, 25, stage and screen : 


actress, died suddenly March 12 from 
a heart attack at her home in Holly- 
wood. She is survived by her hus- 
band, Bud Ernest, radio announcer. 
Miss Roberti was born in Warsaw, 
Poland, and toured Europe in an act 
with her sister, Manya. She began 
her American career as a chorus girl 
with Fanchon & Marco, and later 
appeared in the stage production of 
*You Said It.’ 
six years ago she appeared in many 
pictures including ‘Dancers in the 
Dark,’ ‘Torch Singer,’ ‘The Kid From 
Spain,’ ‘College Rhythm,’ 
White’s 1935 Scandals,’ ‘The Big 
Broadcast of 1936.’ Last year she 


signed a contract with Hal Roach | 


under which she was to be co-fea- 
tured with Patsy Kelly. With the 
latter she worked in Roach’s ‘No- 
body’s Baby’ and ‘Pick a Star.” Her 
deal expired last November. 





DAN JARRETT 
Dan Jarrett, 44, film writer, died 
March 13 in Hollywood of a heart 
ailment. He was writing the screen 
play for Joe E. Brown’s next picture 
when stricken, 


Had been on Sol Lesser’s vriting | 


staff three years before joining 
David Loew. Prior to pictures he 
was a Stage actor and playwright in 
the east. He authored ‘Salt Water’ 


which he also directed for John} 


Golden, and wrote dialog for several 
Montague Glass radio scripts, col- 
laborating on the ‘Potash and Perl- 
mutter’ series, 

He was the uncle of Art Jarrett, 
nitery singer, and his last picture 
assignment was screenplay for ‘Raw- 
hide’ which was previewed a few 
hours before his death. Widow sur- 
vives. A memorial service will be 
held in New York today (Wednes- 
day). 





HARRY LAKOLA 

Harry Lakola, 76, retired juggler, 
whose real name was Harry Altner, 
died at his home in Mansfield, O., 
following a nine-day illness induced 
by a stroke. 

Born in Leipzig, Germany, Lakola 
started his career in Europe with 
his brother, where they worked to- 
gether as a juggling and tumbling 
team. 
1882 and were known in vaudeville 
as the Albertis. Shortly after the 
act separated and he worked single, 
using the name of Harry Lakola. 

He retired about 20 years ago and 
for the past six years had been an 
invalid. Interment was in Mans- 
field. A son, Harry, Jr., is his sole 
SuULVIVOr, 





MELVILLE STOLTZ 
Melville Stoltz, 79, former the- 
atcical producer and more recently 
manager of the American theatre, 


St. Louis, died in that city March 9, 


of heart disease. 


Stoltz claimed to have been the 
introducer of the strip-tease, having | 


brought Charmion 


Going to Hollywood | 


‘George | 


They came to America in| 


up from Aus-| 


———> 








; ness. 


Park and the Elysium, downtown 
ice rink, Mr. Scott worked for his 
uncle at both enterprises while he 
was completing his engineering edu- 
cation at Case School of Applied 
Science. After his graduation 
became chief engineer for the or- 
ganization, 


IKE M. HARTZELL 

Ike M. Hartzell, 61, former 
rical executive in Youngstown, O., 
died recently at the Belmont hotel, 
Miami Beach, Fla., following a heart 
attack. 

Mr. Hartzell at one time owned 
the Bijou theatre in Youngstown, 
and later the Princess and several 
others. He owned three houses at 
one time. His last theatrical ven- 
ture was the Hippodrome theatre, 
of which he was in charge for sev- 
eral months prior to razing the 
|}house. The body was returned to 
| Youngstown for burial. 





ALICE MERRILL 
(Mrs. Alice Raymond) 

Mrs. Alice Raymond, 73, known 
professionally in musical comedy for 
|a quarter of century as Alice Mer- 
rill, died March 14 in Los Angeles. 
|She started her stage career as a 
concert singer, lc'2r joining Flo 
| Ziegfeld’s Chicago Ladies Quartet, 
| which toured abroad. She also ap- 
peared in his shows on Broadway. 

Survived by husband, George E. 
|Raymond, long a legit and vaude 
|manager. They would have cele- 
brated golden wedding anniversary 
next year, 





MEYER COHEN 
Meyer (Mike) Cohen, well known 
in Los Angeles newspaper and the- 
|atre circles, died Jan. 10 in Dallas. 
He had been in failing health for 
several years. 
After several 


years on Coast 


IN LOVING MEMORY 
of My Dear Husband 


= EDWARD HAYES 


| Who passed away March 19, 1937 


| 


May His Soul Rest in Peace 
His Sorrowing Wife, 


| MONA (Wynne) HAYES 


| 





dailies, deceased went to New York, 
where he opened Archie Crawford's 
| first picture house. Later he was 
associated with the Allen Theatres 
in Calgary, Can., and the Gordon 
chain in Boston, He was identified 
with the staging of the first rose 
pageant held in Tacoma, 





KUBEC GLASMON 

Kubec Glasmon, 40, one-time Chi- 
cago drug clerk who went to Holly- 
wood and became one of the fore- 
most scenarists during the gangster 
cycle, died there March 13 of a heart 
attack, Teaming up with John Bright 
at Warners eight years ago they 
turned out ‘Public Enemy,’ ‘Smart 
Money’ and ‘Blonde Crazy’ among 
others. 

Later he was on the writing staffs 
of Paramount, Columbia, 20th-Fox 
| and Universal. His widow survives. 
| 








JEAN DE BACKER 

Jean De Backer, 73, veteran mu- 
sician who played under Victor Her- 
bert in the pioneer days of the Pitts- 
burgh Symphony Orchestra, died at 
his Pittsburgh home March 10 after 
an Illness of only a week. Later he 
conducted the Canton (O.) Sym- 
phony Orchestra and for a time was 
an instructor in Duquesne Univer- 
sity’s music department. 

One of his sons is Pierre De 
Backer, director of the Federal Sym- 
phony Orchestra in Pittsburgh. 





FREDERICK G. RODGERS 

| Frederick G. Rodgers, 55, one of 

| pioneers in radio, died in Pittsburg, 

| March 12, after a two-month illness. 
At one time he was program man- 

ager of KDKA and after leaving that 





tralia early in the century. She did post continued his air work as a bari- 


a aisrobing act prior to a trapeze 
turn, but only stripped down to her | on 


Zymnast’s costume. 


career as press agent in San Fran- 


cisco in 1900. 
American in 1922. 





tone with several quartets working 
the leading Pittsburgh stations. 


He began his At the time of his death, Rodgers had 
| abandoned his broadcasting work to | 
He retired from the | devote his time to a chemical con- 





| Tivoli, 


/ Union, 


| tional Artists Organization), which 
| cooperated closely with other trade 


|comedian, died March 9 


A nephew of the late D. Ss. | 
Humphrey, founder of Euclid Beach | 


or has been identified in progress | 
i} of station, which is the CBS outlet 
here. 

He leaves his widow and a 
daughter, Roberta. 





WALKER HARMAN | 
Walker Harman, 33, writer and as- 
sociated with his brother, Hugh Har- | 
man, and Rudolph Ising ir the Har- | 
man-Ising film cartoons (Metro), | 


_died March 11 in Glendale, Calif. He | 


he | 


wrote many original cartoon stories, | 
first for Walt Disney and for past 12 | 
years for his own outfit. | 


Widow, father and another broth- | 
er, Fred Harman, junior newspaper 


| strip artist, survive. 


theat- | 


———_— | 


GEORGE S. LEONARD 
George S. Leonard, 62, old-time ac- 


|tor and amateur boxer, died in Wash- 


| ington after a long illness. 


| Barkay’s 1.A.O. was dissolved and a/| 
| state artist union set up. 


After a career in the melodramas 
of the ’90’s, Leonard practiced law, 
went to New York and later returned | 
to work as an electrician at the} 
Metropolitan and Columbia | 
theatres in Washington. One of the | 


early members of the Stage Hands’ 





ARNOLD BARKAY 

Arnold Barkay, 65, died in his 
home in Vienna on Feb. 28. He was 
the founder of the I.A.O. (Interna- 


unions in Austria until February, 
1934. 
Together with all other unions, | 








LEE WILMOT 
Lee Wilmot, 39, screen and radio | 


in Holly- | 


| wood in a plunge from the seventh 





| formerly lived in Freeport, L. I. 


j 
| 





| 


| 


| 

floor of the Taft building. 
He was said to have been de-| 
spondent over ill-health and 
estrangement from his wife, a Fed- | 
eral Theatre Project dancer. He | 





JOSEF KOENIG 
Josef Koenig, 62, comedian, died | 
of heart failure in his home in| 
Vienna Feb. 26. 
Koenig was the best paid come- 
dian in Austria-Hungary before the 
war, 





JACK V. LYLES 

Jack V. Lyles, 39, agent of the Art | 

Lewis Shows, died in Macon, Ga., 
Feb. 13, following an auto crash. 
Details in the Outdoor section, 





Mrs. Ida Kerlin, 86, mother of 
Louise Dresser (Mrs. Jack Gardner), 
died March 8 in Glendale. Calif. 
Also surviving is a son, William 
Lambert Kerlin, Pasadena theatre 
manager, 





MARRIAGES 


Philippa Hilber to Bill Goodwin, 
in Yuma, March 9. Bride is film 
actress; he is radio announcer. 


Betty Wills to Dr. R. E. Walther i 
Pittsburgh, March 10. Bride is head 
of WCAE’s traffic department and he 
is house physician at William Penn 
hotel. 

Barbara Boley to John Woodcock 
in Los Angeles, March 5. He is in 
Par’s sound dept. 


Hazel Young to Robert A. Hayes in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., March 2. Bride is 
dancer with Matthison’s Rhythms, 
vaude act. He is non-pro. 

Cleo Fincher to Dalton Trumbo, 
novelist-playwright, March 13, in 
Fresno, Cal. 

Rita Lester, singer, at Hollywood 
Beach Hotel, Florida, to Alee Mos:, 
advertising manager of Paramount 
Pictures, N. Y., March 10, 1938, in 
Miami. 

Pauline Creasman to William Tins- 
man, in Hollywood, March 12. Bride 
is film actress; he is asst. casting di- 
rector for Waiter Wanger. 

Patricia Norman, singer with Eddy 
Duchin’s orchestra, to Jack Meakin, 





Frisco orchestra leader, March 14 in 
Yuma, Ariz. 





these news items; each has been 


News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week tn the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 


ne a 


VARIETY takes no credit for 
rewritten trom a daily paper. 











Bast 


Schoolboy traffic cops in Clarks- 
burg, W. Va., on strike. Want free 
tickets to the picture show each 
week or they will not direct the 
children at dismissal time. 

Mary Pickford added to the list of 
volunteers at the Israel Orphan Asy- 
lum benefit at the Garden March 19. 

‘Golden Boy’ announces four mati- 
nees for Easter week. On Monday, 
Wednesdav. Thursday anc Saturday. 

Mrs. Gertrude Hayes Bleistein got 
a divorce in Boston last week from 
her husband, Thomas. Latter is Bozo 





Snyder, of burlesque. Given $100 
counsel fees and custody of her 
daughter. She alleged cruelty. 


N. Y. State Liauor Board reports a 
decrease in adolescent drinking. 
Says the youngsters no longer think 
it smart. 

Saks 34th Street starts auditions 
tomorrow for an amateu 
Winner gets a trip tu Europe. 

Lynn Fontanne learning a Russian 
crochet stitch to use in “The 


| Gull.’ 


Nora Anderson givine an exhibi- 
tion at the Delphic studios. Former 
Hollywood dancer. 

Peggy Fears one of the passengers 
on an airliner which fought a fog 
for eight hours last Thursday, but 
landed safely. Passengers slept until 
awakened just before the forced 
landing. No .e hurt. 

Used car campaign not so good. 
Ads led prospective buyers to ex- 
pec‘ too many concessions. 

Charles Eann Kennedy's ‘The Ter- 
rible Weak’ done at Church of St. 
Mary’s the Virgin last Sunday. 
Staged by Maryverne Jones. James 
Bell, Hilda Snong, Hush Williams 
and Reginald ach in the cast. 

Mrs. Goldie Silverman, listed as a 
housewife, in Brooklyn federal court 
in bankruptcy. Liabilities tops with 
$4,791,777. Assets, $100. 

George Engles given a party by 
Gladys Swarthout and Frank Chap- 
man at their home last Wednesday. 
Marks the 10th anniversary of the 
NBC concert bureau. All the big 
guns present. 

Explosion in the offices of the Al- 
lied Recording and Production Co.., 
126 W. 46th street, blew out all of 
the windows, but did little other 
damage. One employee hurt. Hap- 
pened Sunday evening. 

N. Y. reporters to hold their an- 


nual Frolic at the Edison next Sat- | 


urday. 

Josef Hoffman, soloist at the Phil- 
harmonic-Symphony Sunday, made 
his 50th appearance, counting his 
engagements with the two orchs be- 
fore their amalgamation. 

Police raided a walkathon in As- 
toria Saturday. Participants, num- 
bering 32, held in $500 bail each, 
and ticket taker up for admitting 
children without adult escorts. State 


contest. | 


Sea | 


Service,’ but her record was made in 
‘Boy Meets Girl, in which she 
played 604 performances. Has been 
under no other management. 

Academy of Allied Arts awards 35 
scholarships to high school pupils in 
the Metropolitan district. 

Ruth and Zina Dickstein, American 
girls, in durance in Poland over pass- 
port troubles. Had no visa to leave 
| the country and fought the police 
| who sought to take them off the 


| train. That’s good for five years in 
| Poland. Had just wound up a danc- 
| ing engagement, 

| Cast of the Mercury’s ‘Julius 


| Caesar’ drenched Thursday when the 
| automatic sprinkler system let loose 
| and flooded the stage. Happened at 
|a matinee and stage dried out in 
| time for night show. 
| ‘Mice and Men’ to give a benefit 
| for Actors Stage Relief March 22, 
Efrem Zimbalist to be guest solo- 
ist at the concert given in Carneyie 
| Hall next Saturday night by the 
| Ladies Garment Workers’ chorus 
} and mandolin orch. 

Peggy Rich wins an annulment of 
her marriage to Teddy Royce follow- 
ing a 15-hour cocktail party. Decree 
becomes effective in June and in- 
timated that Michael Tree, band- 
leader, is next in line, 

Caspar W. Briggs given the dis- 


tinguished service award of the 
Pennsylvania Society of Arts and 


Sciences last week on his 9lst birth- 
day. Credited with being the first 
to adapt the shutier to the zoetrope 
idea to remove the blur. Made his 
first animated pictures in 1876. 
Philharmonic - Symphony awards 
32 prizes for best notebooks on its 
Youth Concerts. William Nicoll, 9, 
of Port Chester, pulls down his fifth 
award. Won in four previous con- 
tests. First class is children up to 9. 
Dick Merrill gets a job to fly a 


plane to England next month. To 
purchase an American plane for 
Lord Forbes and deliver it on the 


other side. 

Burgess Meredith gave a group in- 
terview to school editors last Friday 
at the Empire. Told 'em about ‘Star 
Wagon.’ 

Philip Tonge spoke to the Teachers 
College, Columbia U, last Saturday. 
Represented the theatre in a discus- 
sion on its problems. 

Washington Sq. Players to have a 
new theatre at Cooperstown for their 
third season there. Starts July 5. 

Helen Lesser, 35, divorced wife of 
Irving Lesser, theatre manager, and 
a former chorus girl saved from gas 
poisoning Friday when the police, 
summoned by neighbors, broke down 
her door. She denied that she had 
contemplated suicide. In Bellevue 
for treatment. She got her divorce 
in °36. 

Mayor LaGuardia told the Coney 
Island Board of trade that the con- 
templated beautification program 
could not be put into effect before 
1940. 

Police held a bonfire of seized 
| narcotics last Friday, Represented 
; about $120,000. 





law forbids more than eight hours a/ 


day in endurance contests. 


N. Y. Convention and Visitors’ Bu- 
reau and Merchants Assn. convention 
bureau consolidated. Former was 
run by the hotel men. 


Ernest Hemingway refereed a Ne- 
gro boxing match in Key West last 
Saturday. Got in a jam with one 
of the seconds and twisted his ear. 
Cops split ’em. 

Charlotte Ryan, formerly of the 
Met Op.. on the faculty of New Ro- 
chelle (N. Y.) college. Had also 
appeared with St. Louis and Cincin- 
nati opera cos, 

Widow of the late O. O. McIntyre 
applied Saturday for letters of ad- 
ministration on his estate. Declares 
he died intestate. His taxable estate 
in N. Y. totals about $51,000, with 
$60,000 under Federal claims. 

Magistrate Mogilesky, of Bronx 
traffic court, refuses to permit 
Postal telegraph boy to pay the fine 
of a citizen ticketed for parking. 
Says drivers can send their own 
representatives, but cannot hire mes- 
senger service. 

Jed Harris to sive a special ner- 
formance of ‘Our Town’ for the blind 
next Sunday. Under auspices of 
N. Y. Association for the Blind. 





Mrs. Eleanor Brent Poole to Ben | 
| H. Atwell in New York March 15. | 
|Groom is press agent and former | 
managing editor of Chicago Evening | 
| Journal, Bride played leads in stock. 





| 





BIRTHS 


Joyce Arling did her 1,000th per- 
formance last week in George Ab- 
bott companies. Now in ‘Room 





erators of Balalaika nitery in Holly- 
wood. . 

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Lombardo. 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, March 5. 


| Coast 





Capt. Leopold McLaglen was con- 
victed by a jury in Los Angeles su- 
perior court of attempted extortion 
of $20,000 from Phillip Chancellor, in 
connection with a book for which 
McLaglen was to assemble the ma- 
terial. He is a brother of Victor Mc- 
Laglen, film actor. 


Joseph Schenck, southern Califor- 
nia chairman for the infantile paraly- 
sis fund, has turned over to the na- 
tional committee a check for $67,468, 
proceeds of the presidential balls 
and button sales in this area. 
Amount sets four-year record. 

Mrs. Jack Oakie, editor of the II- 
lustrated Animal News, has been 
sued for $269 by Gerald W. Cahill, 
Los Angeles printer. 

Jan Rubini and his wife announced 
a reconciliation when their attorneys 
went into court and asked dismissal 
of four suits growing out of their 
recent marital upheavals. 

Mrs. Beryl Morse La Cava’s suit to 
reopen the property — settlement 
granted her when she. divorced 
Gregory La Cava, film director, in 
1930, was dismissed by L. A. Supe- 
| rior court. 
| Elisabeth Cobb. writer-daughter of 
!Irvin Cobb, who divorced Alton 
‘Brody, New York, in Reno a month 
|ago, announced in Hollywood sh* 
would wed Cameron Rogers, sce- 
| narist and historian. 
|. Samuel Hoffenstein, 








film writer, 


Mr. and Mrs. Juan Aguire, son. in |Father is with Herman Middleman’s | %@8_ been sued for divorce in the 
|}cern, which he headed and which | New York March 10. Father is band- | orchestra. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Reeve, daugh- 


| L. A. court. 
| Baroness Irene Pongracz, wife of 


Mr. and Mrs. Dick Wright, son, in| ter, in Hollywood, March 8, Father 2 former Paramount contract player 


New York, March 11. Father is with | 


WHN sales dept. 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl West, daughter, 


He is credited with having ob- bore his name. He was unmarried. | leader. 
tained the first professional date 
David Warfield filled. HOWARD E. CLARKE 
| Howard E. Clarke, 36, manager of 
DUDLEY HUMPHREY SCOTT | station WJAS died suddenly March 
Dudley Humphrey Scott, 50, di- | 14 in Pittsburgh, after an operation 


rector of Euclid Beach Park, Cleve- 


land, O., and nationally known ir 


the amusement field, died March 4 


at Cleveland, after a lingering ill 


for appendicitis. 
1, only a week ago. 


He was 


-}| became office 


stricken 


in Culver City, March 6. Father is 
Metro sound engineer. 


y ek Mr. and Mrs. Louis Berkoff, son, | 
Clarke joined WJAS in 1927, soon | March 10, in Hollywood. Parents are 
manager and for 11| members of dancing family and op- 


is in Par’s sound dept. 
Mr. and Mrs. David Commons. son. 
|in Los Angeles, March 12. 


| ner director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jules F. Seebach. 
daughter, March 9, in New York. 
Father is WOR prograr director, 





_N Father is| listed as a suicide attempt. 
| assistant to William Dieterle, War- | Poneracz 


|now living in Budapest, is recover- 
ing from the effects of poison swal- 
_lowed ina L. A. hotel in what nolice 
Baron 
appeared in ‘Gentiemen 
Prefer Blondes.’ 

| Mrs. Georgia McNally McNutt. first 
| wife of the late William Slavens Me- 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Wednesday, March 16, 1938 


ROBBINS SHOW 
EST EARLY 


Canton, O., March 15. 





That Ohio, West Virginia and 
Indiana will see plenty of the new 
Robbins Bros. rail circus, to be 


Jaunched this spring by Jess Adkins 
and Zack Terrell, owners of the 
Cole Bros. circus, is indicated in 





activities of its advance forces in 
this particular territory. 

The show definitely is set to go, 
with the veteran Jess Adkins in per- 
sonal command. Outfit will move 
on 15 cars, and will carry 13 bulls, 
wn large menagerie and will feature 
a spectacular street parade, long a/| 
hobby of Adkins 

Circus will play medium-sized 
towns the early season, route taking 
it into much of the former Hagen- 
beck-Wallace territory. 

Floyd King, who has been general 
agent of the Cole Bros. circus, will 
pilot the No. 2 show now being 
framed at winter quarters at Roches- 
ter, Ind. Bernie Head, veteran press 


agent, last season with the Cole 
Bros. circus, has been named head 
of the press department. 


Show is 
begin its season's 


Ind., April 30. 


tentatively scheduled to 
tour at Kokomo, 


Sparks Skips Lynchburg 


Lynchburg, March 15. 

For the first time since he’s had 
a show on the road, Charles Sparks 
won't bring his circus to Lynch- 
burg this season, he has written 
friends here. 

Show pulls out of winter quarters 
at Macon this week and_ hits 
Roanoke and Martinsville the fol- | 
lowing week, then heads into West 
Virginia. Reason for passing up | 
Lynchburg, Sparks said, ‘is ‘exces- | 
sive’ charge for lot and license. Lot | 
recently acquired by city rents for 
$150. 


1938 Carnival Season 
Up 100% in Austria 


Vienna, March 7 

Carnival Austria is un- 
usually successful. Reports from the 
provinces indicate a 100% increase in 
turn-over and attendance. Though | 
waltz and ‘home made’ products of | 
dance music filled approximately 
80°. of the obligatory prograrhs ren- 
dered by orchestra leaders to the 
Austrian Society of Authors, Com- 
posers and Mus.ec Publishers (AKM), 
American products are well repre- | 
sented, 

Estimated that there have been 
500.000 visitors to 8,000 dances 
throughout the carnivals. 


season in 


} 





Agent in Smashup 
Macon, Ga., March i5. | 


Jack V. Lyles, 39, of big pened 
N. C., general agent of Art Lewis | 


Shows, was critically injured Friday 
(11) in head-on automobile collision | 





| December, Noble decided he'd like to 


| with his 


| direction of 


|front of Detroit niteries. 








Nitery Reviews 








(Continued from page 42) 


comers in the band field and giving 
them a smart build-up. Sammy 


Kaye and Blue Barron are just e | tory, most of them saying the pick- | 
He's on every | 


couple he's started. 
night over WCAE and three times | 
weckly over the Mutual web. 

Current is the personable Leighton | 
Noble, who, while not namelese here, | 
is virtually starting out again. 
picked the right spot. Young, good- 
looking maestro has had a rather | 
checkered career. When Orville 
Knapp was killed in plane crash, 


| band became co-op, with Noble as its | 
|front man opened here summer be- | 
| fore 
| Urban 


last at William Penn’s swank 
Roof, where George Olsen 
the outfit and immediately | 


it as the Olsen crew. Last 


heard 
signed 


ZO out on his own again, took along 
Chick Flovd, crack pianist, and 
vocalist Edith Caldwell (Mrs. Floyd) 
as a nucleus. 

Noble's rhythms are swell for | 
dancing, and he has them going from 
sweet syncopation to hot swing with 
equal facility. Brass and sax sec- 
tions have been smartly developed 
and whole musical ensemble is one 
of distinction. Attractive Miss Cald- 
well, a first-rate tune saleslady, 
makes her platform appearances ex- 
tremely telling. Band still has a few 
rough spots, but its failings are being | 
gradually ironed out. There’s no 
floor entertainment. Cohen 


CHEZ PAREE 


(NEW ORLEANS) 


New Orleans, March 13. 

Jackie Del Rio, Don Washburn, 
Floris Joyce, Jack Riley, Ray & Rey- | 
nolds, Steve Lovacano 

Following the lead of the larger 
niteries, this suburban spot is giving 
its customers plenty of floor show va- 
riety and is attracting large crowds. 
In addition, Angy Gemelli and Steve 
Loyacano, operators, feature a 
pleasant atmosphere, good dancing 
and reasonable prices. 

Topping the entertainment is 
Jackie Del Rio, former Ringling | 
Bros. stunt man, who lifts furniture 
teeth and then swings it 
around as guests duck. Don Wash- 
burn’s puppet turn is good. Floris 
Joyce, local product, displays con- | 
siderable singing improvement since 
her last appearance here. Gal has 
nice pipes, plenty of personality and 
gives good support to the band. 


orch, 


Jack Riley is a wizard on the 
| xylophone and is forced to give 
several encores. He also contributes 
on the accordion, likewise well re- 
ceived. 


Gladys Ray's solo rhumba dance is 
effective. She doubles with partner, | 
Reynolds, in a hot stepping turn that | 
wins the audience. 

Orchestra, swingy combination re- 
cruited from local musicians, under 
Steve Loyacano, can | 
really turn on the heat for dancing 
and is in a large measure, the mag- | 
net for club. Liuzza, 


SAKS, DETROIT 


Detroit, March 13. 
Frankie Belasco, Marion Kay, Joan 
Lee, Natalie & Howard, Will Hender- 
son orch, 








Saks’ spot here ranks in the fore- 
As a 350- 
seater situated in midtown, it draws 


near here on Jeffersonville Road. | the upper strata for its patronage | 
Lyles was brought to hospital here. i= Lay Aue Its entertainment | 
He died March 13. He leaves his Current show, despite a last-min- 
widow, two daughters and a son. ute su stitution, is produced by 
Sie ee manager Ray Tisdale and runs 40 | 

brisk minutes, three performances | 


Beatty at Omaha 


Omaha, March 15. 
Clyde Beatty and his 32 cats will 
be headliner for annual Shrine 
Circus set for Ak-Sar-Ben Coliseum 
April 4-9. 
Mrs. Beatty traveling as assistant 
to her husband this geason. 








GIBSON HEARS BLUEBIRDS 
Canton, O., March 15. 
Hoot Gibson, western film star 
who is winding up several weeks of 
personal appearances as the concert 
feature of winter circuses in the 
middlewest, will shortly go to} 
Rochester, Ind., where he will ready 
his troupe of cowboys and cowgirls 
for the opening of the new Robbins 
Bros. Circus, in which he and his | 
company will be featured as the | 
concert. 


The Bugle Call 


|isn't off key 


nightly. Frankie Belasco, m.c., keeps 
things moving nicely, his gags and 
chatter getting over. For good 
measure, turns in neat tenor of ‘Star 
Dust.’ 

It's the eighth consecutive week | 
at Saks’ for Natalie and Howard, 
dance duo, first time any act’s been 
kept at this spot more than two 
stanzas. First offering is a Gay ‘Qs | 
turn, pink tights, et al. that gets 
over with a bang. Back later for an 
Apache that’s even better. 

Marion Kay, also on twice, is @ 
snappy tapper with ditto s.a. Straight 
tapping is forte, although acro stuff 
by any means. Joan 
Lee, newcomer. forced in as the sub, 
does okay with contralto pipes. 
Needs more seasoning. however. 


Will Henderson's band provides 
background nicely, and plays 
Pete. 


smoothly for dancing. 


Gets 30 Years 


Charlotte. N. C.. March 15 
Clarence Fairbanks was convicted 
Henderson of 


ain 


} contests in 


| formerly, 


| victory. At 


| nite. 


| possible, 





Backward Bookings 


Lincoln, March 15. 
Fair bookings are very tough this 


year according to the agencies mak- | 


ing the Nebraska and Kansas terri- 


ings are severer than they're been 
at any time in the last 20 years. Most 


+of the fairs aren't even holding out 


a possibility and won't think of say- 
ing they'll be ready to decide defi- 


He's | nitely before May or later. 


Nebraska State Fair, committed to 
Barnes & Carruthers, Chicago, as per 
custom, hasn't signed up for 
thing, but this is partly due to the 
illness of Secretary Perry Reed, who 
has been in the hospital. 

Heavy snows recently, which have 
melted down into considerable mois- 


;} ture ahead of planting time, may be 
lan encouraging 
(the boards will buy before they see 


factor, but none of 


the green of a crop. 


FARR PURSUED BY JINX 
IN DEFEAT BY MAX BAER 


By JACK PULASKI 
Fight bugs virtually jammed Madi- 
son Square Garden Friday (11) at 
$11.50 } 
one of the best 


top, for which they witnessed 
indoor heavyweight 
years, Max Baer 
pulled a comeback by beating Tom- 
my . arr, Great Britain's to the 
prize ring, in 15 rounds Fart 
been favored at 2—1. He hasn’t won 
any of the three fights he appeared 
in over here but is still a popular 
guy. An outdoor match with Baer 
| should be a coin getter, and would 
be the rubber event, as Farr topped 


when 


ort 
Birt 


Baer in London last year. 
Baer gave his best performance 


since he stopped Max Schmeling. He 
knocked Farr down in the second 
with a left hook and again dropped 
him in the third. First eight rounds 
were Baer’s, and although he lost 
the next three sessions, came on to 
take the 13th and 15th. 

Why he was unable to stop Farr, 
Baer can't fully explain. Chances 
are his socks are not as hefty as 
although sending Farr off 
the vertical was done by neither Joe 
Louis nor Jimmy Braddock. Baer 
was off in timing and swung many 
a roundhouser. He claimed he 
couldn't see out of his closed left 
peeper; which is true. 

Farr left-jabbed the former champ 
countless times, as he did at their 
last meeting, and the damage was 
just as great. Had the Californian 
not waded in close so often, Farr 
would have left-handed himself to a 
that, he thought he 
should have gotten the decision. 

Stories were around to the effect 
that Farr had developed a punch, 
Joey Gould, his new manager, at- 
tending to that. But the visitor’s in- 
ability to hurt was just as evident as 
before. He tagged Baer with his 
right plenty of times, but nothing 
happened; Baer laughing it off. 

Despite all, Farr has a fighting 


| heart, and he put up a courageous 


exhibition. He is without question 
one of the best heavies to come from 
the Empire. 

Where Baer is going is not defi- 
Talk is for him to meet the 
winner of the Louis-Schmeling match 
next summer, He wants to 
the title and records show 
because while 
knocked out by Schmeling. 
ing was stopped by Baer. 


that is 
Louis was 
Schmel- 





any- | 


es Trick Poised for 40-Week Trek 
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ough West; New Outfit All Around 


Baldwin Park, Cal., March 15. 
It will be virtually a brand new 


Al G. Barnes and Sells-Floto circus | 


that will take to the road a week 
hence when it inaugurates its 1938 


trek with a two-day stand at San) 


Diego as a preliminary to its 35 to! 


40 weeks tour. There has been an 


almost lavish loosening of the Ring- | 


ling purse strings during 
winter months, so that the 
Coast’s own,’ as the Barnes 
has long been labeled, is already a 
greatly rejuvenated institution. 


the past 
‘Pacific 


New acts, new execuiive person- 
nel, new canvas, completely remade 


roliing stock that rates it with the 
best on tour, and a new spirit are 
the outstanding high notes of the 
Barnes & Sells-Floto combo for the 
new season. 

Rejuvenation started several 
months ago with the naming of 
| George Smith as general manager 


ito replace S. L. 


(Buster) Cronin, 


transferred to the management of 
the Tim McCoy Wild West show 
which the Ringling interests will 
sponsor this season Close to 300 
workmen were used during the 
winter months, with upwards of 
| $75,000 being expended on a com- 
i plete reconstruction program. 


had | 


| top ever since. 


Poised Early for Tour 
Smith, a short time ago, was ele- 
vated to general managership of the 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
show, with J. B. (Ben) Austin, newly 


appointed general agent of the 
Barnes’ show, now functioning as 


acting manager, a post he may fill 


for some weeks to come. During 
his regime at the helm Austin has 
|completed the work launched by 


Smith, and this season, for the first 
time in many years, the Barnes 
circus was ready to hit the road a 
full two weeks ahead of scheduled 
opening date. 

More than a week ago canvas was 
pitched for the first time this season 
at winter quarters, and rehearsals 
have been proceeding under the big 
Last of the feature 
acts is expected to report during the 
next day or two, giving at least a 
full week of intensive rehearsal be- 
fore making the bid for audience 
approbation. 


Several outstanding feature turns 
have been set for the show this 
season. Topping is the Rieffenach 
troupe of riders, transferred from 
the ‘big show’ (Ringling-Barnum); 
Mabel Stark, tops in femme wild 
animal trainers, who is back with 


the Barnes show after being out for 
a season; Yom Kam troupe of Chi- 
nese; Mitzi Rose Sisters, riding act; 
Janet May, on the flying trapeze; 
Ann Merkel, upside down  hand- 


| balancing act: Olvera Brothers, in a 


the Flying 


perch act; Panneau carrying 
Artonys, Aerial 


and many others. 


act: 
Lorings 


Jack Joyce, for past several sea- 


'sons with the Cole Bros. circus, has 


regain | 
| elephants 


News of Dailies — | 





(Continued from page 54) 
Nutt, petitioned L. A. Superior court 
for letters of administration of the 
writer's estate, to which Mrs. Louise 
McNutt, widow, has already laid 
claim. Basis for action is that di- 
vorce obtained by McNuit 160 years 


ago in Mexico is invalid. 

Grant Mitchell, screen actor, be- 
aqueathed a tract of Kansas land by 
the will of Mrs. Seymour Davis, 
wealthy Philly socialite 

Max E. Hayes, dialog director for 
Jee Penner, filed a voluntary bank- 
runtey petition in U. S. District court, 
listing liabilities of $7,722 and assets 
of $50. 

Sigrid Guri¢ Norwevian actre 
filed suit for divorce from Thomas 
W. Stuart in Loe Angeles 

Mrs Lillian Asher appointed 


guardian of her two children by L.A 


Superior Court. in order to admin- 
ister the $100,000 trust fund  be- 
queathed them by their father, the 


Wilkes-Barre, March 15. March 11 at the late E. M. Asher, ee ae oe 
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been engaged by the Barnes show 
as head horse trainer and in charge 
of all high school, liberty, 
and menage horses, utilizing services 
of 65 equines for a routine of turns, 
including a tableau using camels, 
and horses. Riding tan- 
dem horses under Joyce's super- 
vision will be Martha Joyce, Betty 
Milier and Diane White. A big 
apple routine will be a feature of 
the menage. Riders will be garbed 
in entirely new outfits this season, 
affecting polo attire at matinee per- 
formances and full riding habits at 


night. 
Plenty of Beasties 
Mabel Stark this season will use 


21 cats, five of which are new, work- 
ing the entire aggregation in a single 
cage simultaneously. A total of 35 
lions and tigers are carried by 
Barnes, all of which will be on dis- 
play in the menagerie, supplemented 


by Lotus, the 35-year-old hippo; 
male lions, worked under the big 
top by Capt. Frank Phillips; 17 ele- 
phants, again worked by Walter Mc- 
Lain, and numerous’ other wild 
beasts. 

Barnes tl eason is eliminating 
the time-worn spectacle that has 
characterized circuses for ages In- 
tead, George Cunningham with 
the show for several seasons, will 
utilize group of 16 dancing girls and 
many solo dancers, both during the 
main performance and also in the 
concert Latter will have a femme 
background, interspersed with a 


wild west performance alligator 


wrestling and performance by a4 
tribe of Seminole Indians 
In addition to completely rebuilt 


railroad cars, the 35-car circus will 


outfit 


and re- 
painted 
the big street 


comprise all reconstructed 
inforced wagons, freshly 
and in ship-shape for 


parade wherever such a turnout is 
given. 
Equine stock has just been re- 


plenished by a carload of 24 head 


| brought on from Idaho, and com- 
prising both working and show 
horses. Big top is a 4-pole, 160- 
footer with three 50-foot middle 
pieces, first put into service just as 
ithe Barnes show was closing its 1937 
| season at Amarillo, Tex., last fall 


| 


| Angeles 
| wood; 


gaited | 


Clown brigade wil! be headed by 
Milt Taylor while A. Windecker will 
have charge of the side show, com- 
prising some 15 to 20 varied attrac- 
tions. Traveling personnel will 


number around 550, greatest 
ever carried by the 


number 
Barnes combo. 
Kicks Through 
pretentious adver- 
campaign has been 
mapped out by Gardner’ Wilson, 
general press rep, who will transfer 
to the Ringling show in April, with 
Jack Grimes already set for pub- 
licity and Don Hanna contracting 
press agent. Sam Stration comes on 
irom the Ringling show to replace 
Wilson. Latter’s press book is some- 
thing unique. Each captioned cut 
proof, of which there are several 
hundred, has an envelope page un- 
derneath containing the matching 
matrix. Newspaper prepared 
are distinctly different from the or- 
dinary run that have served circuses 
for many years, while the press 
book itself carries a four-color front 
cover. 


Press Gang 
Exceptionally 
tising-publicity 


ads 


Personnel for the 1938 tour will 
have Ike Robinson, treasurer; J. C. 
Rhodes as lot superintendent; John 
Handley, trainmaster; Ed Delevan, 
in charge of front door; Don Cook, 
head usher; Murdock Cook, in 
charge of sleeping cars; Charles 
Curtis, boss canvasman; Bob Thorn- 
ton, equestrienne director; George 
Tipton, chief of commissary; Jack 
Austin, mgr. advertising car No. 1; 
R. P. Hite, advertising car No. 2. 

Veteran Eddie Woechner’. will 
again baton the show's band, as well 
as act as mail agent, job he has 
filled for many years. 

Barnes & Sells-Floto will again 
traverse the entire Pacific Coast be- 


fore heading for the middle west 
stamping ground. Early season 
bookings for Southern California 
follow: 


March 26-27, San Diego; 28, Ingle- 
wood; 29, Santa Ana; 30, Pomona; 
31, Pasadena; April 1, Huntington 
Park; 2-3, Long Beach: 4-10, Los 

downtown; 11-13, Holly- 
14. Santa Monica: 15, Glen- 
dale; 16, Santa Barbara; 17, Ventura. 


Machine Men Elect 


Philadelphia, March 15. 

Maurice H. Mitnick, of Philly, was 
elected permanent prez of the 
Amusement Machine Association of 
Pennsylvania at the organization's 
first meeting in the Penn-Harris ho- 
tel, Harrisburg, last Sunday. Other 
officers named were Frank Engel, 
Philly, v.p.; Benjamin Sterling, 
Scranton, treasurer, and William 
Friedman, Harrisburg, secretary. 
Bernard R. Cohen, Philly, was chosen 
counsel, 

First move of the group was to col- 
lect a war chest to battle for more 
equitable legislation governing pin 
ball machines. 


Wembley Stadium Had 


2,000,000 Attendance, ’37 


London, March 9 

Empire Stadium, Wembley, attract- 
ed in excess of 2,000,063 customers in 
1937, according to A. J. Elvin, chief 
of the concern. This was de pite 
fewer greyhound race meetings and 
the non-engayement of the stadium 
for the England vs. Scotland inter- 
nutional football last 


game year. As 


a gauge of takings, Elvin declared 
almost $150,000 was paid in enter- 
tainments tax alone 


Built for the British Empire Fx- 
nibition of 1923-24, the stadium pro- 
motes fights pre yhound race dirt 
track race international football 
games athletic meetin water 
ports and water polo, and } © 


monopoly of the 


Footba!l A OCla-= 
tion Cup final game. 

Capacity is 
but it is 


bieache 


approximately 
pianned te 


95,000, 
extend the 
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“BLUEBEARD'S EIGHTH WIFE" 
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West Coast preview audience bats 
1000% for Paramount’s new comedy 
smash BLUEBEARD’S EIGHTH 
WIFE, starring CLAUDETTE COLBERT 
and GARY COOPER .. . produced 


and directed by ERNST LUBITSCH. 


Out of the hundreds of cards 
turned in not one failed to 
register unqualified praise. 
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